
Dear Parish Family- 
 
At noon today Bishop David M. O’Connell issued a Decree for Phase II of the opening of our Parishes allowing Pastors, at 
their discretion, to open (or not to open) their Churches for Public Worship.  If a Pastor choses to open the Parish Church 
he must do so with restrictions contained in the Decree.   
 
In his introductory remarks the Bishop emphasizes;  
“COVID 19 is still a virulent contagious virus communicated between people.  Everyone should remain conscious and alert 
that risks to either contract or spread the disease remain possible at any gathering of people, indoors or outdoors.  The 
risk is considered by public health experts to be especially significant indoors at prolonged, sedentary gatherings where 
coughing, sneezing and even talking/singing could easily communicate the coronavirus. “ 
 
As the Pastor I have made the decision to accept the options offered in the Decree and implement them on the dates, 
suggested for implementation. 
 
The obligation to attend Mass is suspended until September 7, 2020.  Therefore there is no obligation to attend Mass 
in person.  If you have concerns, worries or anxiety about returning, are sick, live with someone who is sick, have been 
exposed to Covid-19 or live with someone who has been exposed or is sick with Covid-19, are in a high risk category, 
have a compromised immune system or in any way do not feel well you are asked not to come in person but to make 
use of the Live Streaming of Masses which will continue. 
 
On Monday June 8 weekday Mass will once again be open to the faithful who wish to attend.  The maximum allowed 
number of attendees is set at 25 persons by the Bishop.  We will observe this restriction.  Those who attend are required 
to wear a mask for the Mass, observe 6 feet of social distance at all times from all other participants.  The other 
restrictions in place for Sunday Mass found below also apply to daily Mass, with the exception of the maximum allowed 
for Sunday.  Daily Mass limit is set at 25. 
 
The Public Celebration the Sunday Celebration may commence on Saturday June 13 with restrictions including: 

1. A maximum allowed attendance at 1/3rd of the capacity of the building.  For St. Aloysius that would be a 
maximum of 400 persons.   

2. Those choosing to attend must wear masks 
3. Observe 6 feet of social distance. 
4. Bring your own hand sanitizer with you and use it before entering the building, before Communion and after 

Communion.   
5. There will only be ONE entrance into the Building and ONE Exit, the CENTER MAIN FRONT DOORS.   
6. Communion will be distributed at the END of Mass, once you receive Holy Communion depart the building 

without socializing or gathering with others. 
7. Mass attendees may only sit in pews marked with Green Tape.  You may not sit in pews marked in Red.  Every 

third pew is available for seating.  You must sit, unless you live in the same household, 6 feet apart in a pew. 
8. There will be no collection taken up during Mass. You may place your contributions in a Basket by the Baptismal 

Font, as we do for Holy Days, before or after Mass. 
9. There will be no singing. 
10. No greeters. 
11. No holy water. 
12. No candles available. 
13. No missals, hymnals or prayer cards.  
14. No paper of any kind allowed to be brought into the building.  
15. No offertory presentation of the gifts. 
16.  No sign of peace.  
17. No contact between those attending.  
18. *Strictly prohibited is the touching, kissing or other forms of contact with statues or other sacred objects.   
19. No gathering of individuals inside or outside the Church.   
20. There will be no Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  



21.  No in person RCIA (they will continue to use Jitsi).  
22. When Mass is over an orderly dismissal is required and no gatherings of people inside or outside anywhere on 

our property.   
23. Priest may not greet parishioners before or after Mass. 
24. Priests will not wear masks during Masks but must wear Masks to distribute Communion and sanitize their 

hands according to the directives. 
25. Priests homilies are to be short. 
26. Only the Body of Christ may be distributed, no common cup. 
27. There will be no Altar Servers. 
28. The Priest and or Deacon will fulfill all liturgical roles, including proclamation of the Word, no one may enter the 

Sanctuary. 
29. Live Streaming of Public Mass will continue. 

 
Those who sincerely wish to come and praise God will be able to abide by these restrictions in place for the safety and 
health of all who attend. The Church is legally private Property.  Those coming are obligated to observe these 
restrictions for the health and safety of all who make the choice to come to in person Masses or Ceremonies.  Those 
who cannot observe, flagrantly disregard or cannot abide by them should remain at home.  Violators will be invited to 
depart the property and if they refuse the authorities will be called.   
 
Confession: Use of Confessionals or Reconciliation Rooms are not permitted at this time.  Confession, where serious sin 
is present, can be arranged with a priest but must take place outdoors with masks and 6 feet of distance with a physical 
barrier between the priest and penitent.  There is no obligation to confess venial sin at this time. Regarding the Easter 
Duty the Bishop states the following: “The fulfillment of the Easter Duty may be accomplished before the First Sunday of 
Advent, November 29, 2020.  The teachings of the Church regarding ‘Easter Duty’, as reflected in both the Catechism and 
the Code of Canon Law, indicate that there is an obligation to receive these Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist --- preceded 
by sacramental confession, if conscious of grave sin ---at least once a year, usually during the Easter season, unless there 
is a “just reason” that requires its fulfillment at another time of the year. In the Diocese of Trenton, it has been impossible 
to fulfill these obligations until the sacraments are readily available again. In short, the presence of the COVID-19 
situation is a “just reason” to delay the fulfillment of this duty and thus the obligation is moved to a time in the future 
when these sacraments are available again.” 
 
 
Baptism may be done in private with only one baby and a number of restrictions including no more than 25 total 
present and no physical contact between the Priest and the participants.  Masks and 6 feet of distance are mandatory 
between all present must be maintained. The anointing with the Oil of Catechumen and the Ephpheta prayer are 
suspend at this time.  Baptism must be administered using a Baptismal Shell, the anointing with Chrism is done with a Q-
tip. No group photos before, during or after the ceremony. When the ceremony is finished all must depart the building 
and property. 
 
Marriages Ceremonies are permitted but not nuptial Masses.  The Ceremony may only have a total of 25 people, masks 
are mandatory (except Bride and Groom), no group photos before, during or after the ceremony.  Only those pew 
marked with green tape may be used, no group photos before, during or after the ceremony among other restrictions.  
All participants must depart the building and property immediately after the Ceremony ends.  
 
Funerals may commence in Church the Week of June 8 with no more than 25 people this number includes the including 
priest, music minister or other liturgical ministers.  The placing and use of the Pall is suspended.  Masks and 6 feet of 
social distance is mandatory and only those pews with Green tape may be used.  The Priest will fulfill all liturgical roles 
including proclamation of the Word, no one may enter the Sanctuary. All must depart at the end of the Mass and may 
not gather together.   
 
These are all provisional as we move through Phase II of the reopening and allow us to once again celebrate our Spiritual 
Life within reasonable health and safety precautions!  Welcome Back!  It will be good to see you.   
 



For the next two weekends, May 30/31 and June 6/7 following the 10:30am Mass Holy Communion will be offered as it 
was last weekend, this practice will cease after June 7. 
 
Peace and Good – Fr. Bambrick 


