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ONCOLOGY LEARNING NETWORK – January 22 

Pacritinib Promising For Patients With Myelofibrosis And Severe 
Thrombocytopenia  
John Mascarenhas, MD, associate professor of hematology and medical oncology at the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai  discusses results from a retrospective analysis evaluating pacritnib for patients with myelofibrosis and 
severe thrombocytopenia in the PERSIST-1 and PERSIST-2 clinical trials. “The bottom-line of both the oral 
presentation and the poster presentation as it relates to pacritinib is simple, it's straightforward, is that patients with 
extreme thrombocytopenia are an urgent, unmet need in myelofibrosis.” He added, “What we saw was that 23 
percent of patients met the primary endpoint, a spleen value reduction of 35 percent or more in the pacritinib arm, 
whereas only 22 percent in the BAT arm, which is not surprising.” 
— John O. Mascarenhas, MD, Director, The Adult Leukemia Program, Associate Professor, Medicine, 
Hematology and Medical-Oncology, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
GLOBAL DATA – January 22 

Seattle Genetics And Daiichi’s Tussle For Third-line Her2+ Metastatic 
Breast Cancer Space Dominance Has Most Experts Taking Wait-And-
See Approach, Although Tucatinib Favorable For Brain Metastases 
Seattle Genetics tucatinib and Daiichi Sankyo’s DS8201 (trastuzumab deruxtecan) have significant enough pivotal 
data to be adopted as the standard of care (SOC) in third-line metastatic human epidermal growth factor receptor 2 
positive (Her2+) breast cancer. “Almost half of the Her2 metastatic population will get brain metastases, said Rimawi. 
While the disease is controlled in the body after a Her2-targeted treatment, many patients experience a relapse in the 
brain, for which they have limited options,” said Charles Shapiro, MD, director of cancer survivorship at the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. “The tucatinib data is especially relevant since patients are now living longer, and 
it now provides an option for when brain metastases emerge, said Petrakova and Pluard. In contrast, prospective 
data on trastuzumab deruxtecan’s ability to cross the blood-brain barrier is still lacking.”  
— Charles Shapiro, MD, Director, Translational Breast Cancer Research, Director, Cancer Survivorship, 
Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
HEMATOLOGY ADVISOR – January 23 

Considering Personalized Neoantigen Vaccine Approaches For Multiple Myeloma  
Researchers at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai recently used next-generation sequencing data to 
describe the landscape of neoantigens in 184 patients with multiple myeloma and successfully validated the use of 
neoantigen-specific T cells in patients with MM. Author Samir Parekh, MBBS, director of Translational Research in 
Myeloma at The Tisch Cancer Institute at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai noted that tumor neoantigens 
represent excellent targets for immunotherapy because of their specific expression in cancer tissue.  
— Samir S. Parekh, MBBS, Associate Professor, Oncological Sciences, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Director, Translational Research in Myeloma, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai 
 
 
CANCER THERAPY ADVISOR – January 24 

Prior Exposure To Antibiotics Or Antacids Did Not Reduce Immunotherapy 
Response In Advanced HCC  
Although some clinical trials have linked prior exposure to commonly used antibiotics and antacids to worse 
subsequent immunotherapy efficacy, researchers determined that the receipt of these kinds of drugs within 30 to 60 
days prior to the receipt of immunotherapies in advanced hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) did not influence overall 
survival or overall response rate. Researchers at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai hypothesized that 
exposure to these medications one to two months before the receipt of IO could alter the responses seen in patients 
across the cohort. “Larger observational studies or mechanistic studies are needed to clarify interactions between 
medications, the microbiome, and IO response,” said the researchers.  
— Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
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NBC TODAY ONLINE – January 24 

A 'Smeared Mascara' Beauty Mark And An Eyelid Bump Were Really Skin Cancer  
Slathering on the SPF before going out in the sun might be more common these days. But an area that often gets 
overlooked is the space around the eyes, including the delicate eyelid area. Eyelid skin cancer can start from a 
longtime mole that changes or from an unusual new growth. For Frances Amendola, a “beauty mark” on her left 
eyelid, which had been there since she was a kid, started to change. She finally underwent a biopsy and was 
diagnosed with melanoma. Harsha Reddy, MD, associate professor of ophthalmology at the Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai, and Paul Finger, MD, adjunct professor of ophthalmology at the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai recommended that she should start with immunotherapy first, to help shrink the lesion before surgery. By 
the time Dr. Reddy saw Amendola, the mark was covering about one-third of her eyelid. “The majority of the lesion 
was on the lower lid, but it extended around the corner of the eyelid and then up onto the upper lid,” he said. After the 
weeks of healing, she could open and shut her eye and within three months, she was able to resume her normal life. 
Eyelid cancer typically takes the form Irina Leschinsky experienced, and she also visited Dr. Reddy. According to Dr. 
Reddy, “The risk for skin cancer around the eye is the same as anywhere else on the body, but they eyes are always 
exposed to sunlight and people don’t always wear sunglasses or put sunblock around the eyes.”  
— Harsha Reddy, MD, Associate Professor, Ophthalmology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
— Paul Finger, MD, Adjunct Professor, Ophthalmology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
 
 
ONC LIVE – January 27 

Dr. Villanueva On Eliminating Tumor Heterogeneity In Patients With HCC  
Augusto Villanueva, MD, PhD, assistant professor of medicine, hematology, liver diseases, and medical oncology at 
the Icahn School of Medicine discusses mutations and gene signatures for patients with hepatocellular carcinoma 
(HCC)—a topic he presented at the 2020 Gastrointestinal Cancers Symposium. “The goal of the study is to better 
understand the characteristics of heterogeneous tumors, in order to option better genetic information when 
performing biopsies.” He added, “The investigators found that in 30 percent of patients, there is significant 
heterogeneity at the level of gene expression, which has a significant connection to the composition of the tumor 
microenvironment.”  
— Augusto Villanueva, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology, Medical Oncology, Liver 
Diseases, Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
GLOBAL DATA – January 27 

Athenex’s Oraxol In Metastatic Breast Cancer Impresses With Reduced 
Neuropathy, But Complicated Dosing Schedule May Affect Uptake, Experts Say 
(No Web Link Available)  
Athenex’s bid to push Oraxol (oral paclitaxel and encequidar) use in metastatic breast cancer may be aided by a 
reduction in neuropathy, but a complicated dosing schedule and subsequent compliance issues present distinct 
challenges. “Less neuropathy would make an oral taxane a winner because neuropathy is the major concern with IV 
paclitaxel,” said Charles Shapiro, MD, director of cancer survivorship at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.   
— Charles Shapiro, MD, Director, Translational Breast Cancer Research, Director, Cancer Survivorship, 
Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
THE WASHINGTON POST – January 27 

Are Hair Dyes Safe? Health Worries Are Increasing Interest In The Go-gray Style 
Trend.  
A study published last month in the International Journal of Cancer reported that African American women who 
colored their hair with permanent dye every five to eight weeks were 60 percent more likely to be diagnosed with 
breast cancer than women who didn’t color. “Hair dye is just all chemicals,” said Stephanie Bernik, MD, chief of 
breast surgery at Mount Sinai West who was not involved in the study. She added, “You’ve got to think something’s 
not good for you. We know some of these chemicals are carcinogenic.” 
— Stephanie Bernik, MD, FACS, Associate Professor, Surgery, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, 
Chief, Breast Surgery, Mount Sinai West 
 
 
 

https://www.today.com/health/smeared-mascara-beauty-mark-eyelid-bump-were-skin-cancer-t172414
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PREVENTION – January 27 

Multiple Sunscreen Chemicals Enter Your Blood After One Use, Study Finds  
Several chemicals commonly used in sunscreens can be absorbed into the bloodstream at levels surpassing safety 
thresholds, even after one application, according to a new study from the Food and Drug Administration. “No long-
term damage has been shown from sunscreen use,” said Gary Goldenberg, MD, assistant clinical professor of 
dermatology at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. He added, “We do, however, know that long-term sun 
exposure causes skin cancer, including melanoma, wrinkles and lines, and pigmentary disorders.”  
— Gary Goldenberg, MD, Assistant Clinical Professor, Dermatology, Pathology, Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai 
 
 
REUTERS HEALTH ONLINE – January 28 

With Equal Care, African American And White Men Have Same Prostate Cancer 
Survival  
When it comes to prostate cancer, African American men have similar survival rates to white counterparts if they 
have equal access to healthcare, a new study suggests. “When you find the cancer at the same stage, you can have 
the same survival outcome,” said Ashutosh Tewari, MD, MBBS, MCh, chair of the department of urology at the Mount 
Sinai Health System. He added, “Many more African Americans are still dying from prostate cancer.”  
— Ashutosh Tewari, MD, MBBS, MCh, Professor, System Chair, Urology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai 
 
 
ONCLIVE – January 30 

Dr. Oh On The ENZAMET Trial In mHSPC  
William Oh, MD, chief of hematology and medical oncology at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai discusses 
the phase III ENZAMET trial in metastatic hormone-sensitive prostate cancer. According to Dr. Oh, “These results 
were not surprising as abiraterone acetate (Zytiga), an agent similar to enzalutamide, showed a comparable survival 
benefit in the phase III STAMPEDE and LATITUDE trials.”  
— William K. Oh, MD, Professor, Medicine, Hematology, Medical Oncology, Urology, Chief, Division of 
Hematology and Medical Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Deputy Director, The Tisch 
Cancer Institute 
 
 
AMJC – January 30 

Proteasome Inhibitor-Based Treatment Regimens  
Ajai Chari, MD, director of clinical research in the Multiple Myeloma Program at The Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount 
Sinai discusses the use of proteasome inhibitors in the treatment of multiple myeloma and the differences among the 
available agents. “The PI treatment regimens in general have been very important.” He added, “In general, the choice 
of a particular PI regimen is dependent on patient factors, disease factors, and treatment factors.”   
— Ajai Chari, MD, Director, Clinical Research in the Multiple Myeloma Program, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, Mount Sinai Cancer Clinical Trials Office, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
AJMC – January 31 

Treatment Of Newly Diagnosed Symptomatic Myeloma And Dosing Regimens  
Ajai Chari, MD, director of clinical research in the Multiple Myeloma Program at The Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount 
Sinai discusses the standard for treatment of newly diagnosed symptomatic myeloma. According to Dr. Chari, “The 
question of what regimen to use for newly diagnosed symptomatic myeloma is a really important one. We don’t see in 
any single study that the median overall survival or the overall survival Kaplan-Meier curves is flat.” He added, “When 
we think about when to use our most potent drugs, there’s this concern that if we use our good drugs early, what will 
we use in relapse? The response to that are the concepts of attrition and diminishing returns.”  
— Ajai Chari, MD, Director, Clinical Research in the Multiple Myeloma Program, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, Mount Sinai Cancer Clinical Trials Office, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

https://www.prevention.com/health/a30645767/sunscreen-chemicals-bloodstream-fda-study/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-race-prostate-cancer/with-equal-care-african-american-and-white-men-have-same-prostate-cancer-survival-idUSKBN1ZQ2DG
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-race-prostate-cancer/with-equal-care-african-american-and-white-men-have-same-prostate-cancer-survival-idUSKBN1ZQ2DG
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https://www.ajmc.com/post-conference-perspectives/ash2019-myeloma/proteasome-inhibitors
https://www.ajmc.com/post-conference-perspectives/ash2019-myeloma/treatment-for-multiple-myeloma
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HEALTH CENTRAL – January 31 

Top Doctors Reveal Their Most-Asked Questions About Breast Cancer  
Whether you’ve recently received a breast cancer diagnosis or are concerned about getting one in the future, it’s 
normal to have a lot of worries about the disease. “A mammogram is like an X-ray; it has a very low level of 
radiation,” said Sarah Cate, MD, assistant professor of surgery at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. “And 
we have a lot of studies to show that it doesn’t cause secondary cancers.”  
— Sarah P. Cate, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgery, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
HEALTH DAY – February 3 

New Study Supports Lowering Age Of First Colonoscopy  
The rate of colon cancer among Americans spikes sharply between the ages of 49 and 50, a new study finds -- 
supporting the case for earlier screening for the disease. According to Umut Sarpel, MD, MSc, associate professor of 
medical education and surgery at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, “The pattern probably reflects cancers 
that started before age 50 -- even years before -- but weren't caught until screening started.” She added, “The results 
of this study support efforts to lower the screening age to less than 50 years.”  
— Umut Sarpel, MD, MSc, Associate Professor, Medical Education, Surgery, Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai  
Additional coverage: U.S. News & World; WebMD; Clinical Connection; Doctors Lounge; Newsmax   
 
 
MEDPAGE TODAY – February 3 

More Fuel For The Colon Cancer Screening Age Debate  
Analysis of colorectal cancer incidence by age in the U.S. revealed a spike right when screening is recommended to 
begin, indicating that many latent tumors go undiagnosed ahead of routine colonoscopy. "It is yet another example of 
the rise in colon cancer in this age group that is completely preventable by colonoscopy if caught as a polyp," said 
Daniel Labow, MD, chief of the surgical oncology division at The Mount Sinai Hospital who was not involved in the 
study. "Though many will have normal colonoscopies at this age, and thus maybe 'unnecessary,' the fact is, if we 
prevent a cancer, we also prevent the cost of surgery, chemotherapy, time off of work, etc. not to mention the 
emotional and physical toll it takes on the patient and family." 
— Daniel M. Labow, MD, Chief, Surgical Oncology Division, The Mount Sinai Hospital, Professor, Surgery, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Site Chair, Department of Surgery, Mount Sinai St. Luke’s, Mount 
Sinai West 
 
 
MANAGING MYELOMA – February 4 

Recent Advances Made In Myeloma Treatment   
Ajai Chari, MD, director of clinical research in the Multiple Myeloma Program at The Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount 
Sinai and Joshua Richter, MD, assistant professor of medicine, hematology, and medical oncology at the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai discuss myeloma treatment. According to Dr. Richter “When patients do truly have 
symptomatic disease, I think it's been an argument for many years, what is the optimal upfront therapy? Do you move 
everything upfront? Do you sequence it out?” Dr. Chari said, “I think part of the discussion about the number of drugs, 
the granularity matters which is, which four drugs are we talking about? For example, we know that the EVOLUTION 
study, which showed that VRd plus cyclophosphamide did not add anything and it hurt patients, so we can't just have 
a blanket statement that four is better than three.”  
— Joshua Richter, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology, Medical Oncology, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 
— Ajai Chari, MD, Director, Clinical Research in the Multiple Myeloma Program, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, Mount Sinai Cancer Clinical Trials Office, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.healthcentral.com/slideshow/10-questions-about-breast-cancer
https://consumer.healthday.com/cancer-information-5/colonoscopy-news-140/new-study-supports-lowering-age-of-first-colonoscopy-754451.html
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https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2020-01-31/new-study-supports-lowering-age-of-first-colonoscopy
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https://www.doctorslounge.com/index.php/news/hd/93929
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AJMC – February 4 

Studies With A PI-Based Quadruplet Regimen And Sequencing  
Ajai Chari, MD, director of clinical research in the Multiple Myeloma Program at The Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount 
Sinai discusses the practical sequencing of investigational treatment strategies with the current standard of care. 
“Regarding the Cassiopeia study, what’s interesting about this study is we’ve had a lot of daratumumab studies that 
have shown benefit in the relapsed setting.” He added, “Of course, PFS data are being awaited, and additional follow-
up will be needed. But this shows that the addition of daratumumab did lead to deepening of responses, and if one is 
an early adopter, one might consider adding daratumumab.”  
— Ajai Chari, MD, Director, Clinical Research in the Multiple Myeloma Program, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, Mount Sinai Cancer Clinical Trials Office, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
HEALIO: HEMONC TODAY – February 4 

Lymphoma Video Perspectives  
Joshua Brody, MD, director of the Lymphoma Immunotherapy Program at The Tisch Cancer Institute at the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, discusses immunotherapy and lymphoma. "Immunotherapy, you know, has been 
a revolution we see in oncology overall.” He added, “We have what is one of the most exciting advances in 
monoclonal antibody technology, which we call bi-specific antibodies.”  
— Joshua Brody, MD, Director, Lymphoma Immunotherapy Program, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Assistant 
Professor, Medicine, Hematology, Medical Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS – February 4 

'Check Yourself ... You’re The Only One Who Knows Your Body’: NYC Breast 
Cancer Survivor Hopes Rare Diagnosis At 22 Inspires Women To Get Tested 
Early  
Roshni Kamta was months away from her 23rd birthday last year when she first felt a lump in her left breast. After a 
sonogram and a biopsy, Kamta received a devastating diagnosis — she had triple negative breast cancer, a rare 
form of the disease which only affects about ten percent of breast cancer patients. “It goes to show how vital it is for 
women of all ages to get tested,” said to Elisa Port, MD, FACS, director of the Dubin Breast Center and chief of 
breast surgery at The Mount Sinai Health System. “She will always have to be vigilant about recurrence and learn 
how to deal with that anxiety,” said Hanna Irie, MD, PhD, associate professor of medicine, hematology and medical 
oncology and oncological sciences at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. 
— Elisa R. Port, MD, FACS, Associate Professor, Surgery, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Director, 
Dubin Breast Center, Chief, Breast Surgery, The Mount Sinai Hospital 
— Hanna Yoko Irie, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, 
Oncological Sciences, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
CANCER THERAPY ADVISOR – February 5 

Patients With Cancer Who Vape Are At Significant Risk For EVALI  
The International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer issued a policy statement in November 2019 strongly 
discouraging patients’ use of e-cigarettes. “More than 30 percent of high school students are regular users of 
electronic cigarette products and it’s very difficult to help them quit,” said Karen Wilson, MD, MPH, division chief of 
general pediatrics at Mount Sinai Kravis Children’s Hospital. She added, “At this point, I think the concern is that 
people vaping cannabis, whether it be for medical or recreational reasons, are at significant risk for EVALI given the 
exposure to vitamin E acetate.”  
— Karen M. Wilson, MD, MPH, Vice-Chair, Clinical and Translational Research, Professor, Pediatrics, Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Division Chief, General Pediatrics, Mount Sinai Kravis Children’s Hospital 
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AJMC – February 5  

MRD Assessment And Prognostic Factors For Myeloma  
Ajai Chari, MD, director of clinical research in the Multiple Myeloma Program at The Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount 
Sinai discusses the MRD assessment and how he uses it in his practice. “Regarding the role of MRD in myeloma, I 
was privileged to participate in a panel at the 2019 ASH with all the hematologic malignancies.” He added, “I would 
close by saying how I am using MRD right now in 2019 in my practice. Because of the lack of evidence, it’s hard to 
justify it, but probably the two areas I sometimes will consider it in will be a transplant-eligible patient who gets 
induction therapy and the post-induction marrow is MRD-negative.”  
— Ajai Chari, MD, Director, Clinical Research in the Multiple Myeloma Program, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, Mount Sinai Cancer Clinical Trials Office, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
TARGETED ONCOLOGY – February 6 

CAR T-Cell Therapies   
CARTITUDE-1 is an ongoing phase Ib/II trial examining the safety and efficacy of JNJ-68284528, which leads to 
preferential expansion of CD8-positive (+) memory cells that target myeloma cells, in patients with relapsed/refractory 
multiple myeloma. “JNJ-4528 was used in relapsed/refractory patients who had failed a median of 5 (and up to 18) 
prior lines of chemotherapy. It showed a 100 percent response rate with 69 percent complete remission or better 
rates,” said study author Deepu Madduri, MD, assistant professor of medicine, hematology, urology and medical 
oncology, The Tisch Cancer Institute at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.  
— Deepu Madduri, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology, Medical Oncology, Urology, Assistant 
Director, Cellular Therapy Service, Multiple Myeloma at The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
POLITICO – February 6 

Cancer Hospitals Urge Speaker Johnson To Ban Menthol Cigarettes  
A consortium of cancer hospitals is urging Speaker Corey Johnson to ban the sale of menthol cigarettes, adding to 
the growing list of advocates in favor of the tabled bill. According to the letter, “Cigarettes contribute to over 12 
different types of cancers, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate that tobacco use is linked to 
40 percent of all cancers diagnosed in the United States.”  
— Ramon Parsons, MD, PhD, Director of The Tisch Cancer Institute, Chair of Oncological Sciences, and 
Ward-Coleman Professor in Cancer Research of the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, Director, Mount 
Sinai Cancer, Mount Sinai Health System  
 
 
ONCLIVE – February 7 

JNJ-4528 Boasts High Response Rate In Relapsed/Refractory Myeloma   
The anti-BCMA CAR T-cell therapy JNJ-4528 led to a 100 percent overall response rate with a manageable toxicity 
profile in patients with heavily pretreated relapsed/refractory multiple myeloma, according to lead study author Deepu 
Madduri, MD, assistant professor of medicine, hematology, urology and medical oncology, The Tisch Cancer Institute 
at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. She added, “In the phase Ib/II CARTITUDE-1 trial, we showed that 
JNJ-4528 is safe and has a manageable toxicity profile.” 
— Deepu Madduri, MD, Assistant Director, Cellular Therapy Service, Multiple Myeloma at The Tisch Cancer 
Institute, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Urology, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ajmc.com/post-conference-perspectives/ash2019-myeloma/mrd-testing
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https://www.politico.com/states/f/?id=00000170-11e8-da0d-a77a-bdf9cddd0000
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MEDPAGE TODAY – February 10 

Gender Disparity In Young People's Lung Cancer Risk  
Lung cancer rates were higher in young women than in young men in several higher-income countries, despite the 
fact that women in these countries were not smoking more than men when the analyses were done, an international 
study found. According to Claudia Henschke, MD, PhD, clinical professor of molecular and interventional radiology at 
the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai who was not involved in the study, “Compared to men, women were 
about 1.5- to 2-fold higher risk for lung cancer compared to men.”  
— Claudia I. Henschke, MD, PhD, Clinical Professor, Molecular and Interventional Radiology, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
HEALTH CENTRAL – February 13 

9 Major Breast Cancer Myths—Debunked 
Breast cancer is one of the most talked about cancers, and research is at an all-time high. Yet there’s some chatter 
experts wish would stop: the potentially dangerous misconceptions about BC that keep making the rounds. One is 
that antiperspirants cause breast cancer. “Every new patient asks this, but we don’t have any data to support it,” says 
Sarah Cate, assistant professor of surgery at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. The ingredient in question 
is aluminum, which plugs up your sweat glands. The worry started after an animal study suggested that aluminum 
can cause DNA damage. It’s also thought to be absorbed and act like an estrogen, triggering breast cancer. But this 
finding hasn’t been replicated in any good human studies, Dr. Cate adds. 
— Sarah P. Cate, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgery, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
THE NEW YORK TIMES – February 13 

Trans Patients May Struggle to Access Breast Cancer Screening 
At a time when a growing number of transgender Americans are getting gender-affirming treatments to make their 
bodies match their identity, breast imaging centers may not be changing to meet their needs. Approximately 1.4 
million U.S. adults identify as transgender today, double the number a decade ago, researchers note in the Journal of 
Breast Imaging. And while it's still not clear how gender-affirming treatments like hormones or surgery might impact 
breast health, most doctors agree that transgender people have unique screening needs. "Even with increased 
awareness among radiologists of special health needs of the trans community, without improved communication on 
the internet, access to care may remain compromised," Emily Sonnenblick, MD, associate professor of diagnostic, 
molecular and interventional radiology at Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.  
— Emily Sonnenblick, MD, Associate Professor, Diagnostic, Molecular and Interventional Radiology, Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Additional coverage:Business Insider 
 
 
HEALTHDAY – February 13 

More Sex Partners, Higher Cancer Risk? 
People who have had 10 or more sexual partners had higher odds of being diagnosed with cancer than those who 
were less sexually active, researchers report. Women with that many sex partners had nearly double the risk of 
developing cancer as women who remained virgins or only had one sexual partner, the study found. While 
interesting, this study has flaws that make it hard to draw meaningful conclusions about what it found, said Konstantin 
Zakashansky, MD, associate professor of obstetrics, gynecology and reproductive science with the Icahn School 
Medicine at Mount Sinai. "The problem is people over-reporting, underreporting. You don't know how truthful they 
are," Zakashansky said. "There's also recall bias, where they genuinely don't remember." 
— Konstantin Zakashansky, MD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Science, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Additional coverage: Reuters; Business Insider; U.S. News & World Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.medpagetoday.com/hematologyoncology/lungcancer/84773
https://www.healthcentral.com/slideshow/breast-cancer-myths-debunked
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/02/13/us/13reuters-health-mammograms-transgender.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/trans-patients-may-struggle-to-access-breast-cancer-screening-2020-2
https://consumer.healthday.com/sexual-health-information-32/sex-health-news-603/more-sex-partners-higher-cancer-risk-754874.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-cancer-sexual-history/high-lifetime-number-of-sexual-partners-linked-to-increased-cancer-risk-idUSKBN207313
https://www.businessinsider.com/high-lifetime-number-of-sexual-partners-linked-to-increased-cancer-risk-2020-2
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2020-02-13/more-sex-partners-higher-cancer-risk
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THE CANCER LETTER – February 18 

Renowned Gastrointestinal Radiation Oncologist Hired to Lead Clinical Cancer 
Research at Mount Sinai 
Karyn Aalami Goodman, MD, MS, an internationally recognized expert on gastrointestinal cancers, has joined the 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai as Associate Director for Clinical Research at The Tisch Cancer Institute. At 
Mount Sinai, Dr. Goodman will be responsible for developing the infrastructure and resources to support cancer 
clinical trial research across the Mount Sinai Health System. 
— Karyn Aalami Goodman, MD, MS, Associate Director, Clinical Research, The Tisch Cancer Institute 
 
 
ALLURE – February 18 

Study Finds No "Statistically Significant" Association Between the Use of Genital 
Powders and Risk for Ovarian Cancer 
A new study published in JAMA is shedding light on the potential risks — or lack thereof — of genital powders and 
ovarian cancer. "It's a super sensitive and emotional topic," explains Konstantin Zakashansky, MD, associate 
professor of obstetrics, gynecology and reproductive sciences at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. “Most 
of the previously reported studies are observational [and] work retrospectively, so it’s all based on these patients 
recollections and therefore may be subjected to recall bias."  
— Konstantin Zakashansky, MD, Associate Professor, Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Sciences, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
 
ONCOLOGY LEARNING NETWORK  

Ruxolitinib-BET Inhibitor Combo Promising for Myelofibrosis 
John Mascarenhas, MD, associate professor of hematology and medical oncology at the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai, discusses preliminary results from the MANIFEST study, which explored the oral BET inhibitor, CPI-
0610, in combination with ruxolitinib for patients with myelofibrosis in a new podcast episode.  
— John Mascarenhas, MD, Director, The Adult Leukemia Program, Associate Professor, Medicine, 
Hematology and Medical-Oncology, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
URO TODAY – February 18 

ASCO GU 2020: Adjuvant Options in High-Risk Disease After Primary 
Intervention 
The landscape of adjuvant treatment for high-risk muscle-invasive bladder cancer (MIBC) after a primary intervention 
has a long history but is still unclear. At the bladder cancer session at GU ASCO 2020, Matthew Galsky, MD, director 
of genitourinary medical oncology at The Tisch Cancer Institute, discussed adjuvant treatment options for these high-
risk patients. There are several states and state transitions in the adjuvant setting after local therapy (either 
cystectomy or radiation).  Patients are either cured or not cured and then the decision is whether the patient should 
receive systemic therapy.  
— Matthew Galsky, MD, Director, Genitourinary, Medical Oncology, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Professor, 
Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Urology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cancerletter.com/articles/20200214/
https://cancerletter.com/articles/20200214/
https://www.allure.com/story/genital-powder-ovarian-cancer-no-association-study
https://www.allure.com/story/genital-powder-ovarian-cancer-no-association-study
https://www.oncnet.com/podcasts/ruxolitinib-bet-inhibitor-combo-promising-myelofibrosis
https://www.urotoday.com/conference-highlights/asco-gu-2020/asco-gu-2020-bladder-cancer/119261-asco-gu-2020-adjuvant-options-in-high-risk-disease-after-primary-intervention.html
https://www.urotoday.com/conference-highlights/asco-gu-2020/asco-gu-2020-bladder-cancer/119261-asco-gu-2020-adjuvant-options-in-high-risk-disease-after-primary-intervention.html
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URO TODAY – February 18  

ASCO GU 2020: Risk Stratification and Management of High-Risk Muscle-
Invasive Urothelial Carcinoma: Adjuvant Options in High-Risk Disease After 
Primary Intervention 
At the 2020 American Society of Clinical Oncology Genitourinary Cancers Symposium, Matthew Galsky, MD, director 
of genitourinary medical oncology at The Tisch Cancer Institute, discussed the adjuvant options in high-risk disease 
after primary intervention for urothelial carcinoma. Approximately 43 percent of patients after local therapy of 
localized advanced urothelial carcinoma are cured, but 57 percent are not cured and will have disease relapse. This 
is a significant number of patients for which another management path needs to be found. 
— Matthew Galsky, MD, Director, Genitourinary, Medical Oncology, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Professor, 
Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Urology, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
ONCLIVE – February 20 

Renowned Gastrointestinal Radiation Oncologist Hired To Lead Clinical Cancer 
Research At Mount Sinai  
Karyn Aalami Goodman, MD has joined the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai as associate director for clinical 
research at the Tisch Cancer Institute. She has joined the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai as Associate 
Director for Clinical Research at The Tisch Cancer Institute. She is also Professor and Vice Chair for Research and 
Quality in the Department of Radiation Oncology. Dr. Goodman comes to Mount Sinai from the University of Colorado 
Cancer Center, where she served as Associate Director of Clinical Research. She was the head of Gastrointestinal 
Radiation Oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center from 2007 to 2015. She began her academic 
medicine career on the faculty at Stanford University in 2004. 
— Karyn Aalami Goodman, MD, Senior Faculty, Radiation Oncology, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Vice Chair, Research and Quality, Department of Radiation Oncology, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
NEWSDAY ONLINE – February 21 

Clinical Trials Cancer Drugs  
(Subscription Required)   
Manhattan-based Mount Sinai Health System said it has 854 active trials for patients; 192 of those are cancer 
related, compared to 139 for cardiology, 53 for neurology and 52 for dermatology. “Mount Sinai is also enrolling 
patients in CAR T-cell trials for multiple myeloma and other cancers,” said Karyn Goodman, MD, associate director of 
clinical research for the Tisch Cancer Institute at Mount Sinai. Loretta Binaso, 72, of New Hyde Park, is a patient who 
credits a trial with saving her life. “When they told me I had six months, I thought, no, I’m not ready yet,” she said. “I’m 
still participating in research, so they can track how the drug affected me. I’m glad to do it. If I help one person by 
continuing to participate, it’s worth it. 
— Karyn Aalami Goodman, MD, Senior Faculty, Radiation Oncology, Medicine, Hematology and Medical 
Oncology, Vice Chair, Research and Quality, Department of Radiation Oncology, Associate Director, Clinical 
Research, The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
HEALTHINATION – February 21 

Are You Eligible For Newer Treatments For Metastatic Breast Cancer?  
Today, treatment for metastatic breast cancer involves more than just the traditional chemotherapy. “There are many 
different types of treatment available for metastatic breast cancer, and those treatments really depend on your 
subtype of breast cancer,” said Natalie Berger, MD, assistant professor of medicine, hematology and medical 
oncology at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.  
— Natalie Berger, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.urotoday.com/conference-highlights/asco-gu-2020/asco-gu-2020-bladder-cancer/119298-asco-gu-2020-risk-stratification-and-management-of-high-risk-muscle-invasive-urothelial-carcinoma-adjuvant-options-in-high-risk-disease-after-primary-intervention.html
https://www.urotoday.com/conference-highlights/asco-gu-2020/asco-gu-2020-bladder-cancer/119298-asco-gu-2020-risk-stratification-and-management-of-high-risk-muscle-invasive-urothelial-carcinoma-adjuvant-options-in-high-risk-disease-after-primary-intervention.html
https://www.urotoday.com/conference-highlights/asco-gu-2020/asco-gu-2020-bladder-cancer/119298-asco-gu-2020-risk-stratification-and-management-of-high-risk-muscle-invasive-urothelial-carcinoma-adjuvant-options-in-high-risk-disease-after-primary-intervention.html
https://www.onclive.com/sap-partner/cancer-centers/tisch/renowned-gastrointestinal-radiation-oncologist-hired-to-lead-clinical-cancer-research-at-mount-sinai
https://www.onclive.com/sap-partner/cancer-centers/tisch/renowned-gastrointestinal-radiation-oncologist-hired-to-lead-clinical-cancer-research-at-mount-sinai
https://www.newsday.com/business/clinical-trials-cancer-drugs-1.42016510
https://www.healthination.com/health/metastatic-breast-cancer-treatment-eligibility
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MEDSCAPE – February 21 

First Baby From Immature Egg Born To Patient With Cancer  
In a world first, a breast cancer survivor has successfully given birth after having immature eggs harvested, matured 
in the laboratory, and then frozen. "We certainly celebrate the technology of in vitro maturation of oocytes as an 
alternative to standard, non-experimental means of fertility preservation, because it represents a potential option for 
selected cancer patients who might not have sufficient time to undergo non-experimental means of fertility 
preservation (ovarian stimulation and egg freezing or embryo freezing)," said Jovana Lekovich, MD, assistant clinical 
professor of obstetrics, gynecology, and reproductive science at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. She 
added, “That being said, for the average patient, experimental advances in precision medicine should be taken with 
caution, given that we don’t have enough data at this time."  
— Jovana Lekovich, MD, Assistant Clinical Professor, Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Science, 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
 
 
CBS NEWS – February 21  

Fertility Treatment IVM Could Give Cancer Patients More Options  
Last year, days before her 23rd birthday, Roshni Kamta was diagnosed with stage three breast cancer. "I just couldn't 
believe that it was happening," she said. In addition to the cancer shock, Kamta only had days to freeze her eggs 
before chemotherapy could start at Mount Sinai Health System in New York. She spent almost two weeks stimulating 
her eggs for retrieval.  
— Dubin Breast Center of The Tisch Cancer Institute, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai  
— Eric Flisser, MD, Assistant Clinical Professor, Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive Science, Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Additional coverage: CBS    

 
HEALTHINATION – February 24 

Talking To Your Doctor About Metastatic Breast Cancer Treatment  
February 24  
Although a diagnosis of metastatic breast cancer is serious, it’s not hopeless. “The most important thing that I want 
my patients to know is that there is hope,” said Natalie Berger, MD, assistant professor of medicine, hematology and 
medical oncology at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. She added, “Today, we have so many new 
treatments and options available for our patients.”  
— Natalie Berger, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 
 
 
ABC SEVEN NEW YORK – February 24 

New Jersey Governor To Undergo Surgery For Tumor On Kidney 
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy says he will soon undergo surgery for a tumor on his left kidney. According to 
Che-Kai Tsao, MD, associate professor, medicine, hematology and medical oncology at the Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai, “Even if this was cancerous, the expectation is that the prognosis should be good.”  
— Che-Kai Tsao, MD, Associate Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology, Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai, Medical Director, Ruttenberg Treatment Center, The Tisch Cancer Institute, The 
Mount Sinai Hospital 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/925426
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/new-fertility-treatment-ivm-could-give-cancer-patients-more-options-2020-02-20/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.cbsnews.com_video_fertility-2Dtreatment-2Dcould-2Dbe-2Da-2Dbreakthrough-2Dfor-2Dwomen-2Dwith-2Dcancer_&d=DwMGaQ&c=shNJtf5dKgNcPZ6Yh64b-A&r=Ai1N8FPg52QvVPhW7QnEqKwR0rM64IYKCes_TYNoNI4&m=AjptfG9XdGfMnVHr6O5VSk4_-kGtQXPddsj875T1IK0&s=hFRev7ZgVaAArTW5qduzUc9ePrf0mBGFVLs8No2OeV0&e=
https://www.healthination.com/health/metastatic-breast-cancer-treatment-talking-to-doctor
https://abc7ny.com/5959700/

