
Introducing 

The Mobile Woodshop

A Project of the 
Zenith Community 
Arts Foundation



The 
Goal

Teaching Woodworking Skills to a New Generation of Students!



A Mobile Woodshop 
Defined

A mobile woodshop is essentially a woodshop on wheels. They 
typically house a number of rather clever storage solutions

Zenith Community Arts Foundation’s (ZCAF) Mobile Woodshop is 
intended as an experiential classroom to teach students the 
fundamentals and skills of woodworking. A classroom on wheels.

The Mobile Woodshop (MWS) will travel anywhere in the city 
where residents desire to learn the fundamentals of 
woodworking and carpentry, including to Wards 7 & 8 where 
unemployment is at an all-time high. 

In the first year, the MWS will emphasize it’s Pre-Apprenticeship 
Training (PAT) program.  Basic carpentry skills will be taught to 
the PAT students so that they can enter apprenticeship programs. 

Our goal is to help students forge careers in woodworking, 
carpentry and the construction industry. 
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The ZCAF Mobile Woodshop
The Mobile Woodshop has been a dream 
of Margery Goldberg for years.

Our goal is to teach skills to a new generation, 
specifically woodworking and finished carpentry.

Additionally, we will raise public awareness about 
community involvement, the value of our urban 
forests to the city, local economy, and the 
environment.

The education program is focused on a dual track.    
The first track is  focused on teaching professional 
skills for individuals interested in pursuing a career in 
carpentry. The second track will be oriented to 
individuals interested in doing artistic applications and 
home improvement projects. 

The project also includes a permanent woodshop 
which will also serve as the headquarters for larger 
equipment, larger project storage, and raw wood 
storage.  
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Embracing Sustainability

The District’s Urban Forestry Division (UFD) recently opened 
up a new milling operation, recycling District-owned trees. 

Through an existing partnership with Casey Trees, UFD was 
offered space for both the mill and storing logs and lumber  
at the Casey Trees Farm.   

This program reduces wood waste in the District by recycling 
failing or injured trees scheduled for removal. 

Street trees enjoy a second act as a bench or stool while 
also teaching students about tree biology and 
decomposition.

To date, they have milled lumber from red oak, ginkgo, bald 
cypress, tulip poplar, elm, maple, and ash trees. 

Soon they will mill dimensional lumber from pine grown in 
ZCAF’s back yard. This pine will be used in the Mobile 
Woodshop. 

Our products will be made in DC and grown in DC.



Who Is Our Audience?

Woodshops have been removed from schools, making it 
hard to learn wood working at any stage in life. 

The target audience for the Mobile Woodshop includes 
DCPS high school students, community college students, 
veterans, seniors, and artisans. 

The audience for the first year  the Woodshop is Ward 4 7 
& 8 residents of the District of Columbia

Organizations that hire woodworkers and carpenters are 
also part of our sights. This includes builders and 
construction companies, furniture and cabinet makers 
and conservation and cultural organizations. 

We are building partnerships with organizations that may 
have employment opportunities for individuals who have 
gone through our training.



How Will The Woodshop 
Be Used?

Washington is the Tree Capital of the country, famous for its wide 
variety of trees, many which were given as gifts by other nations. 
These trees are an extremely valuable resource we cannot afford to 
waste. 

By bringing the tools out of the classroom and into communities in 
need, our cohorts can practice their skills, learn with experienced 
woodworkers and artists, improve their communities by helping with 
neighbors’ home or larger neighborhood projects, develop 
entrepreneurial skills, and foster a sense of accomplishment and pride.

In addition to training the Mobile Woodshop can be used for art 
projects throughout the city and in the parks. 

We will encourage other non-profits to utilize our mobile 
woodworking facilities and offer them to city festivals and community 
projects. 

By opening the doors to an array of careers and crafts that can be done 
locally, we are teaching sustainability in a great partnership between 
forestry stewardship and neighborhood pride. 



Why Woodworking? 
Why Carpentry?  

Woodworking is defined as the activity or skill of making 

items from wood, and includes cabinet making 

(cabinetry and furniture), wood carving, joinery, carpentry, 

and woodturning. A skilled woodworker can enjoy a career in the 

arts, furniture and cabinet making and generally carpentry.

Carpentry is defined as  the activity or occupation of making or 

repairing things in wood.  It is a skilled trade and a craft in which 

the primary work performed is the cutting, shaping and 

installation of building materials during the construction 

of buildings, ships, timber bridges, concrete formwork, etc.

The benefits of being a carpenter extend beyond the financial. 

The work of a carpenter is varied, interesting, flexible, and 

rewarding. Some homeowners save money by knowing these 

skills. 

Many carpenters work in the residential and nonresidential 

building construction industries. 



The Market 

Employment of carpenters is projected to grow eight percent 
from 2018 to 2028, about as fast as the average for all 
occupations. 

Over the next decade, 89,000 carpenter positions will become 
available each year.*  

Industry revenue is expected to grow in tandem with a 
rebounding national economy during the outlook period.

Population growth should result in more new-home 
construction—the largest segment employing carpenters—which 
will require many new workers.  The construction of factories and 
power plants is also expected to result in some new job 
opportunities in the next ten years.

Carpenters are well-compensated and in high demand. 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the average 
carpenter made $48,330 in 2019. 

*Bureau of Labor Statistics

Carpenters rank #7 in Best Construction Jobs.



Primary 
Occupations

Rough carpenters are typically outdoor woodworkers 
who frame the skeleton of office buildings, shops, and 
residences. Conventional framers produce the 
traditional “stick-built” house of softwood studs 
(although timber framers build with hardwood 
beams). On commercial job sites, however, carpenters 
bolt together metal studs. Framers also build 
uncovered areas such as decks and stairs. Finally, 
there are rough carpenters who specialize in the 
construction of reusable wood forms for poured-
concrete in skyscraper columns and bridge buttresses. 

Finish carpenters are sometimes known as trim 
carpenters. These artisans specialize in molding and 
trim such as door and window casings, mantels, 
baseboards, and other ornamental work. They also 
install prefabricated cabinets. In commercial work, 
carpenters may hang and finish drywall. Most finish 
carpenters start out as rough carpenters. 



How to Become a 
Carpenter?

ZCAF’s Pre-Apprenticeship Carpentry Training will introduce young 
adults to woodworking skills as well as foster good work habits like 
attention to detail, craftsmanship, promptness and teamwork. This 
program will prepare young people for apprenticeship programs. 

Carpentry apprentices complete at least 144 hours of paid 
technical training and, depending on the program, anywhere from 
2,000 to 8,000 hours of compensated on-the-job training in the 
areas of basic carpentry, blueprint reading, mathematics and 
building code requirements. 

Additional requirements include completing and passing safety 
training courses. 

Carpenters employ an expansive mathematical skill set to 
complete construction projects and other manual tasks. From 
basic math to calculate floor space and wall heights, to more 
complex trigonometric formulas to make right angle cuts, 
carpenters throughout the country counter the stereotype that 
they're more brawn than brain.



ZCAF received grants from Events DC 
for ($150,000) and  the DC 
Commission on the Arts  and 
Humanities ($50,000). 

ZCAF has also received a private 
contribution of $50,0000.

These funds are being used to cover 
the initial planning and operational 
costs, and the purchase of a truck.

How Can You Help?

Provide support to general funds and operations. 

Choose of the following levels of giving:

Urban Forrester – name sponsor with logo that 

wraps the truck $25,000

Patron/ Junglans (Walnut) $15,000 or more

Benefactor/Prunus (Cherry) $10,000 to 14,999

Sustainer/Quercus (Oak) $5,000 to $9,999

Advocate/Acer (Maple) $2,500 to $4,999

Friend/Pinus (Pine) $500 to $2,499

Supporter under $499

Funding the 
Venture

ZCAF needs to raise an additional $200,000 to bring this dream to reality!



How The Funds Are Used

The truck, the permanent woodshop, tools and supplies, and costs of instruction 



Our 
Partners

DC Commission on the Arts & Humanities

DC Urban Forester

Events DC 

Zenith Gallery



About Zenith Community Arts Foundation

Zenith Community Arts Foundation (ZCAF) is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization committed to arts advocacy, arts 
education, and public art, as well as using art and creativity to enrich the Greater Washington DC area, with an 
emphasis on our local community.

Based in the Shepherd Park neighborhood of Ward 4, ZCAF achieves our goals by fostering alliances between area 
artists, businesses, other non-profits, & government agencies.

Environmental 

Stewardship

ZCAF's Mobile Woodshop 

engages area students in 
woodcraft projects that highlight 
the value of our urban forests to 
the city, local economy, and the 

environment.

Arts

Education
ZCAF's School’s Out Arts Program 
(SOAP) and Hands On Workshop 

(HOW) reinforces classroom 
teaching within the context of a 

project-based arts education 
program

Social

Responsibility
ZCAF's social justice-oriented 

exhibits, such as "Play, 
Protection, or Peril," raise public 

awareness of the social issues 
facing the Washington, DC 

community

Community

Giving
ZCAF is proud to support 

community giving initiatives, 
including the Food Glorious 

Food Program, through which 
ZCAF launched its Sustainable 

and Scrumptious Program.


