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What was the WEAC-Fox Valley Travel Committee has met for the past nine years.  Committee 

membership is open to all active and retired members.  During the year, we will be meeting at 

Appleton’s Mary’s North (Richmond St. off highway 41) the second Wednesday of the month at 

9:30 a.m.  As the years have gone by, this group has also discussed topics of interest such as 

WEA-Trust / Benefits, Wisconsin Retirement System (fixed and variable), Medicare, Medicare 

supplements, investment tips, and WEAC. 

 

AAA asked the following question of its members:  “What’s your most useful travel accessory?”  

The top five accessories, in my mind, definitely would be useful to the traveler. 

 

1. Always pack Ziploc bags.  They come in handy for laundry, souvenirs, wet items and 

more.  They can go in checked luggage and can prevent a spill in your luggage.  When I 

pack for any vacation, I actually use Ziploc freezer bags, as they are stronger.  In 

addition, I organize and pack my clothes in Ziplocs.  When coming back, I can separate 

my dirty laundry using them. 

 

2. Another useful suggestion—pack a night-light to help when you are in an unfamiliar 

hotel room in the middle of the night (also, pack a spare bulb). 

  

3. Take a long a Swiss Army knife.  I have used it more times, than I can remember.  It has 

two blades, a can/bottle opener, screwdriver and corkscrew.  When you fly, make sure to 

pack it in checked luggage. 

 

4. In hotel rooms, it is nice to have room-darkening drapery, but sometimes the curtains do 

not stay closed.  Pack a binder clip to close the gap so there is no sliver of light. 

 

5. Another item to consider packing is a small spray bottle, which comes in handy when an 

iron and ironing board are not available.  Just spray wrinkled clothes, pat out the wrinkles 

and then hang the clothes.  The next morning the items are ready to wear without 

wrinkles. 

 

6.  My final suggestion is that when you travel abroad; make sure you have made copies of 

important documents (passport, credit cards, insurance cards, important phone numbers, 

driver’s license, etc.)  Pack them in a separate place in case you should loose the above. 
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