
The Middle East in January is considered the rainy season (their winter).  You don’t get that 

much rain in a desert.  Temperatures during the day are, for the most part, in the sixties.  We 

were wearing traditional fall Wisconsin clothing, while the inhabitants looked like they were 

bundled for winter.  The crowds are not bad during this time.  Except for Egypt, drinking tap 

water is just fine. 

 

To travel to this part of the world, your best bet is to go with a local/approved tour company.  

After doing extensive investigation, we found Noah Tours (https://noahtours.com/) and chose 

their 12-day Israel, Jordan, and Egypt package.  They are based in Israel and take fantastic care 

of their guests.  Crossing the boarders without them would have been a nightmare.  They made 

all transitions smoothly.  “Google” tours of Israel, Jordan, & Egypt. You’ll find they are not in 

the first ad listings, but their reviews are excellent. 

 

The cost of two people (including arriving one day early, because I don’t trust the weather in the 

U.S.) was $4,800, Tourist Class.  There are upgrades for additional costs, “Comfort” and 

“Superior”.  If the room is clean and there is a bathroom with a shower, I am set.  Breakfast, 

along with a few lunches, were included in the cost.  Their recommendation for travel money for 

visas, dinners, tips etc. was $100 per person per day—a solid recommendation.  Also, although 

dollars are accepted almost everywhere, I took half my money in local currencies—glad I did 

too. 

 

There is so much to see and so little time to see it.  Touring with a guide is the only way to do 

such a trip.  We saw everything you can imagine.  To attempt to write about everything in this 

article, would make this a book.  Instead, here’s our basic itinerary: 

 

Day 1: Arrival and transfer to your hotel in Tel Aviv (been in air about 14 hours) 

Day 2: Jaffa, Caesarea, Haifa, Nazareth & Canaan 

Day 3: Galilee, Mt. Beatitudes, Capernaum, Tabgha, & Golan Heights 

Day 4: Jordan River, Qumran (Dead Sea Scroll caves), Masada, & Dead Sea 

Day 5: Leave Dead Sea for Mount of Olives & Bethlehem 

Day 6: Visit Jerusalem and the Yehuda Market 

Day 7: Visit Jerusalem (old city), Arava Border to Aqaba, Jordan 

(Do the Via Dolorosa, “Way of Sorrow” ending at Church of Holy Sepulcher, site of 

Jesus’s burial and resurrection) 

Day 8: Petra & Amman (fly to Cairo in the evening) 

Day 9: Memphis, Saqqara, Great Pyramids of Giza 

Day 10 Cairo City Tour with a visit to Egyptian Museum 

Day 11: Alexandria City Tour 

Day 12: Transfer to Cairo airport 

 

In my opinion, this a tour of a lifetime and is best done thorough Noah Tours.  Paste the link in 

your browser for contact information.  If I can be of any help, please contact me. 

 

 

 

 

https://noahtours.com/

