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Message from Thack
On Thursday, many of us will gather with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving Day. Its origin
dates back to 1621 when the grateful Pilgrims of the Plymouth colony in Massachusetts declared a three-day
feast, starting on December 13, 1621, to thank God for their lives and to celebrate their fellowship with their
native American neighbors. While this was not the first Thanksgiving in America (thanksgiving services
were held in Virginia as early as 1607 as part of an “Anglican” worship service), it was America’s first
Thanksgiving Festival. In 1789, George Washington designated a day of national thanksgiving to God under
our country’s new Constitution. In 1863, Abraham Lincoln again set aside the last day of November as a
“National day of Thanksgiving.” It wasn’t until 1941 that Congress permanently established the fourth
Thursday of November as a national holiday.
For people of faith, Thanksgiving Day is supposed to be a time of thanking God for our many
blessings. On this day, even those who have no faith or rarely practice their faith will be heard offering thanks
for their family, health, good food and the various assortment of things that bless their lives. Though every day
should be a day of “thanksgiving,” it’s good we have this day to remind us how blessed we really are.

That said, have you ever consciously given thanks to God on this day for the trials and struggles you’ve
experienced during the previous year? It’s true we receive blessing upon blessing every day whether we
acknowledge them or not, starting when we wake up each morning on this side of the sod. However, life
sometimes throws us curve balls that seem to challenge us and shake up our world. At first blush, they don’t
seem like blessings and as such, we don’t seem particularly grateful when they happen. But have you ever
thought of these trials as sources of blessing?
Ask most cancer survivors and they will tell you that their illness and treatment, though difficult and
often painful, made them appreciate life, their relationships and the little things in life more than they ever had
before. Ask a survivor of an abusive relationship and they will invariably say that despite their abuse and
suffering, they came out of the toxic relationship stronger and with more self-worth than they ever had before.
These folks were able to see the redeeming grace that’s always on the other side of any crisis. The
difference is that they had the courage and conviction to look for it. In other words, they came to accept that
the struggles in life are inevitable, but destruction is optional. Many were able to do so because they
remembered that their character should always be stronger than their circumstances. We can’t always control
what happens to us, but we can always control how we choose to respond. In those moments when we choose
to stop complaining and instead give thanks to God for the good in our lives, the parts that seem bad start to
seem much less significant. Choose to keep a positive attitude and thankful heart regardless of what you’re
going through. “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Folks who seem to persevere in adversity also remember their struggles can lead to strength and
thinking outside the box. Every difficulty in your life, whether big or small, is something God will use to
produce more strength, faith and perseverance in you if you let Him! All your pain has a purpose.

Finally, people of faith who find strength in struggles tend to remember that God is always with them
in their sufferings. Knowledge of God’s abiding presence always gives them strength. So if you ever feel like
you’re at the end of your rope, just know that God is hanging onto the end of it with you. “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6)
When you gather together to celebrate Thanksgiving on Thursday, be mindful of your blessings, but
also consider how the trials and tribulations of life have been sources of blessing as well. Thank God for the
obvious blessings, but also for the wisdom and courage to see that even the trials of life can be a blessing.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Peace, Thack
Advent Season
Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the first season of the church year, beginning
with the fourth Sunday before Christmas and continuing through the day before Christmas. The name is
derived from a Latin word for “coming.” The season is a time of preparation and expectation for the coming
celebration of our Lord’s nativity, and for the final coming of Christ “in power and glory.”
When you walk into our church on Sunday, you will see an Advent wreath inside the sanctuary. An
Advent wreath is a circle of greenery, marked by four candles that represent the four Sundays of the season in
Advent. An additional candle is lit as each new Sunday is celebrated in Advent. Advent wreaths are used both
in churches and in homes for devotional purposes. The candles maybe blue, purple, or lavender, depending on
local custom. Some Advent wreaths include a white candle in the center known as the “Christ Candle,” which
is lit on Christmas Eve.
So, what can we do this Advent season to prepare for the coming of the Lord? Here are some
suggestions of what you can do at home to prepare for Christmas this Advent season. Some of these
suggestions are posted on the Diocese of Texas’ website. I liked them so much I “borrowed” the suggestions
for this article.
This Advent, have your family write down what they want for Christmas that can’t be bought at a
store. For example, time to see friends or a chance to talk to grandparents. Or, write a reverse Christmas list.
Instead of a list of the things you want, write down things you are grateful you already have. One idea to help
children and youth understand Advent would be to focus on the “giving” not the “getting.” Have your children
write the list of the gifts they will be giving and to whom.
Bless your Christmas tree. Offer the following blessing as a reminder of God’s many blessings and the
holiness of creation:
O Creator God, bless with your abundant grace
this our Christmas tree as a symbol of joy. May its evergreen
branches be a sign of your never-fading promises.
May its colorful lights and ornaments call us
to decorate with love our home and our world.
May the gifts that surround this tree be symbols of the
many gifts you have given us, especially the gift of life.
Holy Christmas tree within our home, may Joy and Peace
come and nest in your branches and in our hearts. Amen.
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Be a Guardian Angel. For this Advent season, ask everyone in the family to put their name in a hat and
each person picks a name. All season long you do good deeds, dream up little surprises, or leave notes of
praise for just that one person---but without getting caught. On Christmas morning everyone reveals whose
angel he or she was.
Develop an Advent discipline. Help your family create ways they can do good and thoughtful deeds
during the holiday rush. For example, holding the door for a shopper, helping a neighbor unload the car, offer
to help a busy mom wrap presents, shop for a disabled friend, and so on. Again, the emphasis is on giving.
Begin to set up the nativity scene or crèche. To emphasize that Advent is a time of waiting, add only
one or two pieces every day to the stable until Christmas, when you add the baby Jesus. You could also start
the wise men in another part of your home and move them closer each day as they make their way toward
Bethlehem. You may begin the process by blessing your Nativity scene as follows:
Bless us, Lord, as we come to Bethlehem, where animals and angels,
shepherds and seekers together behold your face. In our holy Christmas,
give us the riches of your poverty. Show us the wonder of simplicity as
we join with the angels in singing your praise: Glory in heaven and peace
on earth, now and forever. Amen
Read an Advent devotional daily as a family. Advent, a season of preparation for the coming of the
Lord, is a wonderful time for family prayer and devotionals. Try to carve some time out of each day for this
spiritual discipline. If you do, your Advent will be more meaningful and Christmas will be even more special.
We will have such devotionals and Advent calendars available in the church narthex beginning this Sunday.
I wish you all a holy Advent.
Peace, Thack

Great Wednesday Advent Series
We will have an Advent study for Great Wednesdays at 6 beginning on Wednesday, December 1
focusing on the infancy narratives of Jesus. The study explores the stories of the conception and birth of Jesus
in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. We will examine the Old Testament background of these texts, the
distinct themes and events of the two gospel accounts, and the continuing relevance of these stories for us
today. Please join us and deepen your longing for the Messiah’s coming as you encounter Jesus as Emmanuel,
“God with us.” The study will be offered on three consecutive Wednesdays during Advent (December 1, 8,
and 15). Thack
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Annual Meeting Minutes
The Annual Meeting of the parish was Sunday, November 21 at 9:15 in Malone Hall. We heard reports from
some of the leaders of the parish. We also elected four people to the vestry and five to serve as delegates to
our Diocesan Convention in February. Our four new vestry persons are Edith Henry, Matt Thomason,
Sue Ann Turnipseed and Tom Walker. The delegates to the Diocesan Convention are Donna Brown,
Bill Harrison, Terri McMillan, Michael Quinn and Howard Wilson. Thank you to all the candidates who
offered to stand for election and congratulations to those elected to serve. We sincerely appreciate the four
outgoing vestry persons, Donna Brown, Kathy Mallory, Ken McNamara and Michael Quinn. They have
served our parish faithfully and well for the last three years.
Staff Gifts
We now have our chance to say “Thank You” to Thack and all our staff, who
have worked tirelessly holding us together during this challenging year. You
can give your Christmas gift by marking “For Staff” on your check and
mailing it, bringing it by the office, or putting it in the collection basket. Our
website donation feature can be utilized if you email the office after donating
to clarify that it is “For Staff”.
Merry Christmas to All!!
Michael Quinn, Senior Warden
Lector Scheduling
Alice Gordon has taken over the task of putting together the monthly Servers’ Schedules since John Strange
has moved to Colorado. If you would please help her out by letting her know if you are currently a lector or if
you would like to be a lector for our church services. She also will need the time of the service you attend.
Alice can be emailed at galice78@yahoo.com or call her at 251-605-4201. Thank you very much for your
help. Terri McMillan

Music Notes:
It’s true! Christmas is just around the corner! Please be sure and join us for “Lessons and Carols” on Sunday,
November 28th. This is the First Sunday of Advent, New Year’s Day of the Church, and the beginning of the
preparation for our Savior’s birth.
I hope to see you all at the special service.
John Matson, Choirmaster

Parish Directory
Our Church Directory is online with Instant Church Directory. It is also available on our website, the church
app, and also the Instant Church Directory app. It can be printed from the pdf format on the website. It is
pass-coded so you will have to call the office for the password if you do not already have it. The directory is
over 7 years old and it is very much in need of being updated. Please help us by updating your contact
information and pictures. If you have never been in the directory, please email individual pictures (selfies are
fine) along with your name, address, email address and telephone numbers and birth date. We would also
appreciate individual photos of your children with the same information. The email address to send the
information is officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com.
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December 2021
Calendar of Services and Events
•

Wednesday, December 1, 6:00 p.m.

Great Wednesday @ 6 Advent Study, Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 5, 8:00 & 10:30 am

Second Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist

•

Sunday, December 5, 9:15 am

Parish Breakfast in the Life Center

•

Sunday, December 5, 9:15 am

Flower Guild Meeting in the Church

•

Sunday, December 5, 11:45 am

Coffee Hour in Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 5, 4:30-5:30 pm

Christmas Pageant Practice in the Church

•

Wednesday, December 8, Noon

Healing Service with the Holy Eucharist

•

Wednesday, December 8, 6:00 pm

Great Wednesday @ 6 Advent Study, Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 12, 8:00 & 10:30 am

Third Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist

•

Sunday, December 12, 9:05 am

Adult Sunday School, Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 12, 11:45 am

Coffee Hour in Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 12 5:00-7:00 pm

Drive Through Nativity, Church Parking Area

•

Monday, December 13, 6:00 pm

Vestry Meeting

•

Wednesday, December 15, Noon

Healing Service with the Holy Eucharist

•

Wednesday, December 15, 6:00 pm

Great Wednesday @ 6 Advent Study, Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 19, 8:00 & 10:30 am

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Holy Eucharist

•

Sunday, December 19, 9:05 am

Adult Sunday School, Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 19, 11:45 am

Coffee Hour in Malone Hall

•

Sunday, December 19, 4:30-5:30 pm

Christmas Pageant Practice in the Church

•

Wednesday, December 22, Noon

Healing Service with the Holy Eucharist

•

Friday, December 24, 5:30 pm

Christmas Eve Service with Children’s Pageant.
Service begins at 6 pm

•

Friday, December 24, 10:30 pm

Christmas Eve Midnight Service, Service begins at
11 pm

•

Saturday, December 25, 10:00 am

Christmas Day Service - ONE SERVICE ONLY AT
10:00 AM

•

Sunday, December 26, 10:00 am

First Sunday after Christmas - ONE SERVICE
ONLY AT 10:00 AM

•

Monday, December 27

Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday

•

Tuesday, December 28

Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday

•

Wednesday, December 29

Church Office Closes at 11:30 am

•

Thursday, December 30

Church Office Closes at 11:30 am

•

Friday, December 31

Church Office Closes at 11:30 am

•

Sunday, January 2 8:00 & 10:30 am

Second Sunday after Christmas, Holy Eucharist

•

Monday, January 3

Church Office Closed

•

Tuesday, January 4

Church office Open regular hours, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm
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Flower Guild Meeting
The flower guild will have a meeting on Sunday Dec. 5th at 9:15 in the church.
We will share and discuss a detailed plan for the Christmas flowers. Please make
plans to attend if you can help this year. Call Rebecca Dyson if you have any
questions. 251-923-8173

2021 Contributions
The IRS requires that all contributions must be received by December 31, or if mailed POSTMARKED by
MIDNIGHT on December 31, 2021 to be posted for 2021 contributions. Please keep in mind if you are
considering a stock donation that it takes at least 2 weeks to process the sale and have funds delivered to the
church. To get 2021 credit for your donation the transaction must be completed, the stock sold and St. Paul’s
must receive the funds by December 31, 2021 to post to your account. 2021 Contribution statements will be
mailed to you by mid January 2022. Please check your 2021 statement immediately. Notify the church if any
changes need to be made. Contributions can be made on our website for your convenience.
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Prayer Requests
Please let us know if someone needs to be added or removed from the prayer requests.
Immediate Prayer Requests:
Patricia Carter, Ann Chase, Sally Clark, Fletcher and Judith Comer, Jennifer Conner, Sarah Cuison,
Carole Evans, Robin Fowler, Laura Gibson, Eileen Head, Shirley Hirs, Barbara Holmes, Linn Hyde,
Dave Johnson, Leslie Johnson, Theresa Johnson, Ed and Brenda Kirby, Beverly and Mike Koepp, Mary Lucas, Donelle McBride, John McClendon, MaryEllen McGregor, Linda McNamara, Dale Miley, Charmein
Moser, Reed Myers, Ida Nolte, Judy Reeves, Larry Rutherford, Bennie Savage, Nick Shoultz, Leon Snipes,
Frieda Ward, George Warren, Brian Zorman
Ongoing Prayer Requests:
Marty Adams, Dave Baldock, Christopher Blackwell, Pat Cannon, Jim Council, Margie Cowart,
Suzanne Damour, Puddy Dyson, Dee Grantham, David Grey, Carol Hafner, Susan Hill, Jossie Hurst,
Alexander Kielek, Lynch, Lance Monley, Doug Montgomery, Ross Moore, Lou Morgan, Buddy Morrow,
Elsie Mosher, Sara Patton, Mary Rudolf, Zera Roussel, Kem Rutledge, Stephanie Sanchez, Pat Schlimmer,
Cathy Slagle, D’ana Snow, Albert Thompson, Jack Vuyovich, Justin, Vuyovich, Julia Warren
For the Departed:

For Those Serving in the Military:
Ryan Bowman, Matthew Cheatham, Chase Clark, Jackson Deaton, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm,
Chris Evans, Diana Evans, Landis Fouts, Deron Frailie, Steven Grey, Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry,
Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, Matt Jones, Shane Kennedy, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard,
David McMillan, Patrick Mong, Bryan Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Kaleb Sharpless, Derek Siegel,
Andy Tuttle, Brad Yonkers
For those with birthdays:
November 12-31
(12) Bud Wallace, Jim Miller, (13) GiGi Pate, (14) Frances Clark, (16) Pam Carlson, Stefanie Patterson,
(17) Ginger Stabler, Bobbie Sue Ross, Camille Stephens, Tracy Godwin, Elaine Quinn, (18) Samuel Sanford,
(19) Alicia Spencer, Davis Daniel, Bonnie Hindman, Gwen Abbott, (20) Megrez Rudolf, Debi McClary,
Howard Wilson, Luis Briones, Will Erickson, (21) Julia Hobbs, Megan Dimoff, (22) Jeanne Alton,
Mary Ann Hampton, (23) Nancy Walker, Gayle Robinson, (25) Tim Op’t Holt, (26) Scottie Williams,
Vivian Rigby, (27) Melissa Mehaffey, (28) Ross Hobbs, Sid Jackson, (29) Charleca Burgess, Dylan Sheridan,
(30) Anne Smith, Susanne Johnson
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ST. PAUL’S SERVICES:

Sunday
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am
Monday-Saturday
Morning Prayer
8:05 a.m.
Live Streamed on
St. Paul’s Facebook page

Sunday-Thursday
Compline
8:00 p.m.
Live Streamed on
Judith Comer’s Facebook page

ADULT BIBLE
STUDIES

VESTRY AND
OFFICERS
Term Ending

Sunday
Christian Education
Adults
9:15 am

December 31, 2021
Donna Brown
Kathy Mallory
Ken McNamara
Michael Quinn, Sr. Warden

Tuesday
Men’s Bible Study
(Malone Hall)
7:00 am
ZOOM Meeting
Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
(Malone Hall)
10:30 am

Wednesday
Healing Service with
The Holy Eucharist
Wednesday
NOON

December 31, 2022
Joe Cook, Jr. Warden
Jim Green
Tim Michael
Donna Nolte
December 31, 2023
Necie Borroni
Alyson Jackson
Michael Koepp
Vivian Silliman
~
Martha Lathan,
Clerk of the Vestry
Janet Norman
Treasurer

_______________________
Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday:
8:00 am -- 4:30 pm

Church Website
www.stpaulseasternshore.com

Friday:
8:00 am -- 11:30 am

Email Address
officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com

St. Paul's Thrift Shop
251-626-6102

Facebook Page
St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

St. Paul's Preschool
251-626-2774

Phone
251-626-2421
Church App
https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526
The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector
The Rev. John K. Talbert, Curate
Elizabeth Faust, Christian Education & Preschool Administrator
Bonnie Hindman, Youth Leader
David Kielek, Life Center Sexton
John Matson, Choirmaster
Joan McKnight, Staff Assistant
Terri McMillan, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
8:00 a.m. — 11:30a.m. (Friday)
Church Telephone: 251 -626-2421 Fax: 251 -626-2456
E-mail: officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Eastern Shore
Preschool Phone: 251-626-2774
Thrift Shop Telephone: 251 -626-6102
Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
Website: www.stpaulseasternshore.com
We worship together as we seek God, serve God ,
and share God with love and acceptance for all.
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