
  

The Tentmaker 

May 25, 2022 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Daphne, Alabama   

Message from Thack 

This Thursday is the Feast of the Ascension. Ascension always falls forty days after Easter and ten 

days before Pentecost. The Ascension marks the conclusion of Jesus’ post resurrection appearances. It is the 

final elevation of his human nature to divine glory and the near presence of God. We acknowledge the        

significance of this event in our Nicene and Apostles’ creeds.  

The Biblical witness to the Ascension is found in both Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. In the lesson 

from Acts (1:6-14), we see how one moment Jesus was there with the disciples and the next moment he was 

gone. Artists over the centuries have portrayed this event with Jesus “rising” skyward.  

Where he went was heaven. By presenting his own battered, risen body to be seated at the right hand of 

God, Jesus imported flesh and blood into heaven. By putting on human flesh and keeping it on when he      

ascended, Jesus had not only brought God to us, but he also brought us to God.  

That said, what does the Ascension have to do with us? When you compare the life of Jesus to our 

own, almost everything that happened to Jesus does make sense in terms of our own lives. He was born to a 

human mother. He exhibited the gamut of human emotions: like us he could be happy, sad, excited, angry, 

lonely and afraid. He could be hungry, thirsty, cold and hot. He died as we all will. As for the resurrection, we 

have experienced our own Easters through our baptisms and redemptive experiences, the latter usually         

manifested in our personal trials where we have come through them transformed.  

However, ascending into heaven to be seated at the right hand of God? That’s hard to relate to. When 

you think about it, Ascension Day is the day our Lord became absent, which may be why it is the least        

understood feast day of the church year. Who wants to remember the day that Jesus left our earthly existence, 

never to be seen again? For those of us who yearn for God’s daily presence, why do we want to remember 

when Jesus left us?  

Or, is it important to remember the Ascension because it is one of the reasons why we gather every 

Sunday for worship? Is it because we have sensed God's absence—in our fears, in our unanswered questions 

and prayers—that brings us to church each week?  

This makes sense when you consider the concept of “absence.” It is something that affects us in that it 

creates a keener perception, a yearning for the person who’s missing in our lives. When someone important to 

me is absent from me, it becomes clearer than ever what that person means to me. Personal characteristics 

about that person are recalled in our separation. I recall that person’s virtues with more clarity. I tend to        

especially remember that person’s kindnesses. From that perspective, I can see that they are the things that 

make that person someone “special” to me.  

There is something else that happens during an absence. If the relationship is strong, the one who is 

absent has a way of becoming present to me in mind and spirit.  

Two tangible examples are my granddaughters Elise and Marian. We were blessed to see them for two 

weeks on our recent trip to Hawaii. Rebecca and I were reminded during our visit that while we can Facetime 

them weekly, it’s no substitution for being with them in person. However, despite time and distance, whenever 

I think about them, their voices and laughter echo in my memory. 
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I learned from this there can be no sense of absence where there has been no previous presence. What 

makes absence hurt is the memory of what used to be there but is no longer. It is the absence you feel when 

you remember a deceased loved one. It is the absence you feel when you remember a failed relationship and a 

significant someone who’s no longer a part of your life. It is the absence you feel when you see pictures of 

your granddaughters who live 4323 miles away.  

You cannot miss what you have never known, which makes our sense of absence—and especially our 

sense of God's absence—evidence that we have been connected to God and may be so again.  

It is our sense of God's absence that brings folks to church in search of God's presence. People have 

been returning to their places of worship for almost 2000 years. They returned again and again because it was 

in these sanctuaries where worshippers experienced his presence most tangibly in their lives. It was in their 

worship that their sense of his presence was revived.  

This accounts for why the two angels spoke to the disciples as they did in our story of the first             

Ascension: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” That is what the two men in white 

robes said to the disciples on Olivet just outside of Jerusalem. These angels were sent to remind the disciples 

that if they wanted to see Jesus again, it was no use looking up. They should look around instead, at each other 

and at the world, because that was where they were most likely to find him. While it was not the way they 

used to know him when he was with them in the flesh, they would experience his presence, nevertheless.  

Those who saw the disciples that day would never have dreamed what was going to happen when the 

disciples stopped looking into the sky. Initially, it wasn’t very dramatic. But in the days and years to come it 

would become very apparent what had happened to them. Those eleven people became the church and there 

was no looking back. Their followers eventually became leaders, others became missionaries, and places of 

worship were erected. The fledgling Church became organized and it continued to grow. And here we are 

2000 years later still trying to satisfy our hungry hearts through his presence.  

It’s obvious that was not the way they would have planned it. If they had it their way, Jesus would  

never have left them. Instead, he went away—leaving them gazing toward heaven. Eventually, they stopped 

looking heavenward and got on with the business of being the church. Once they did that, they started growing 

into their full statures as apostles. They started talking a lot like Jesus and doing things only he used to do. 

Like Jesus, they became more humble, brave, wise and caring. They also felt his abiding presence, especially 

when they gathered together for worship and fellowship. It was almost as if he had not ascended at all. Little 

has changed in that regard ever since.  

When we recite the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds during worship, we publicly acknowledge the Lord's 

absence. However, in worship, we also actively seek the Lord's presence, with the hope that through the      

stillness, prayers, hymns of praise, the breaking of the bread, and fellowship, the one who ascended to heaven  

becomes very present to us again. That is what the Ascension means to us. While Jesus may have left the 

building 2000 years ago, his Spirit still speaks to us, encourages us, and reminds us of what’s really important 

in life.  

        Peace, Thack 
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St. Paul’s Parish Picnic 

Sunday, June 5th 

At St. Paul’s Life Center 

 
WE WILL HAVE ONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY,  

ON JUNE 5TH  AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE LIFE CENTER. 

 

THE PARISH PICNIC WILL IMMEDIATELY  

FOLLOW THE  10:00 a.m. SERVICE . 

 

WE WILL HAVE A BEACH THEME,  

SO COME DRESSED FOR THE BEACH 

 

St. Paul’s Men’s Group will be serving  

hamburgers, hotdogs and side dishes.   

 

Please bring a dessert to share with everyone! 

 

 

Please call  or email the parish office  

to RSVP for the Picnic. 

251-626-2421 

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com 
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Tracts Talk! The Way of Love, by Vivian Silliman 

 

The Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus-

Centered Life

Order of Daughters of the King – Julian of Norwich Chapter at St. Paul’s    

In July of 2021 the newest Diocesan chapter of the Daughters of the King was            

instituted right here at St. Paul’s!  There are currently eleven Daughters in our            

St. Julian of Norwich chapter and we always welcome additional members – whether 

a    Daughter new to the area or those who would like to know more about this Order. 

The Order of the Daughters of the King is for women of the Church who, through 

prayer, service and evangelism, seek to both bring others into a living, loving            

relationship with Jesus and to support the spiritual life of our parish community.  Information about DOK can 

be found in the tract rack pamphlets located in the Narthex or by calling Cindy Op’t Holt 251-680-5872. 

We ask that you, as our parish family, continue to pray for the work God is calling us to and that we will each 

be faithful in our commitment to prayer, service and evangelism.  FHS 
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St. Paul’s BINGO is back …  

serving up spaghetti and winning numbers!! 

come join family and friends – 6:00pm Friday, May 27, 2022 

begin with a $5 spaghetti dinner … salad, bread, dessert and drink  

– wine extra 

then purchase an 11 game BINGO packet for $20 … daubers available for use 

we play 11 games (each sheet has 3 games to daub!) 

regular BINGO play … plus fun postage stamp, T, picture frame and blackout games! 

during last two games you can purchase extra tries for $1 each 

each game ends with increasing cash prizes for single winner – or multiple winners 

there’s nothing quite like 4th Friday BINGO at St. Paul’s on the Eastern Shore!! 

y’all come!! 

The Thrift Shop board hosted an appreciation reception on May 14 for 

their dedicated volunteers and staff. Thirty-two members joined in the 

fun. The board expressed gratitude and thankfulness to everyone for their 

ongoing support of the Thrift Shop, and for continuing to give of their 

time and resources to keep the shop successful.  If you are not part of the 

Thrift Shop family, please consider joining the team. There are many  

different jobs and roles, and every contribution of your valuable time is  

welcome. 

  

The board would also like to thank all those who applied for the 2022 Thrift Shop scholarship.  The             

accomplishments of the nine participants is outstanding and all should be celebrated. An announcement of the 

winner will be forthcoming on Graduation Sunday. 

 

 

St. Paul's Thrift Shop 

28788 North Main Street 

Daphne, Alabama  36526 

251-626-6102 
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6/5/22 6/12/22 6/19/22 6/26/22 

ALTAR GUILD Avos Stickney Robin Dilsaver Joanne Gibson Debi McClary 

Kay Taylor 

TIME 8:00 AM 8.00 AM 8.00 AM 

VERGER CHURCH PICNIC Susan Hurst Tina Erickson Susan Hurst 

LECTOR-
SCRIPTURE 

ONE SERVICE ONLY Court Hurst Bill Carr Martha Lathan 

LECTOR-PRAYERS 10:00 AM Elizabeth Thomason Sara Beth Walker Casey Williams 

CHALICE Vivian Silliman Bob Wakeman Court Hurst 

CHALICE   Davis Daniel Elizabeth Kaye Tina Erikson 

SERVER/CRUCIFIER   William Erickson Aiden Walker Colton Bridges 

USHER   Tina Erikson David Kielek Matt Thomason 

USHER   Tim Michael Jim Jackson Gary Lathan 

VESTRY   Joe Cook Jim Green Tim Michael 

TIME 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 10:30 AM 

VERGER Donna Nolte Janet Norman Barry Taylor Avos Stickney 

LECTOR-
SCRIPTURE 

Vivian Silliman Anita Rankin Kay Taylor Debi McClary 

LECTOR-PRAYERS Megrez Rudolf Clay Rankin Janet Norman Barry Taylor 

CHALICE Rosemary Bing Judy Hale Donna Nolte Janet Norman 

CHALICE Elizabeth Kaye Alyson Jackson Clay Rankin Janice Miles 

CHALICE Richard Foster Jim Lonnergan Avos Stickney Bob Wakeman 

SERVER Olivia Jernigan Alexandra Brousseau Ford Turnipseed Hayleigh Hamilton 

SERVER/TRAINEE Kimberly Overstreet Will Alves David Taylor 

CRUCIFIER Kimberly Overstreet Will Alves David Taylor Noah Pino 

TORCH Susanne Johnson Vivian Rigby Mia Stephens Allison Hamilton 

TORCH Caroline Jernigan Lily Talbert Audrey Faust Leah Hamilton 

USHER Donna Brown Tom Walker Doug Stephens Dean Mosher 

USHER Ray Bing Roxanna Carpenter Howard Wilson Mike Koepp 

USHER Michael Taylor Wendell Erdman Shawn Alves Donna Brown 

VESTRY Tom Walker Edith Henry Alyson Jackson Mike Koepp 



7 

Prayer Requests 

  

Please let us know if someone needs to be added or removed from the prayer requests. 

  

Immediate Prayer Requests:  

Allison Alves, Winn Barnett, Kit Caffey, Deanna Cook, Faith Cornett, Louise Derbyshire,                               
Leslie Derbyshire, Richard Dowd, Amy Everson, Laurie Fuller, Jimmy Garlock, Laura Ann Gibson,            

Jim & Alice Gordon, Phyllis Hammond, Terri Hare, Ethel Hess, Sharon Hoiles, Linn Hyde,                  
Dave Johnson, Theresa Johnson, Liston Jones, Ed & Brenda Kirby, Beverly Koepp, Vivi Marthansen, 
Janice Miles, MacKenzie Nolte, Bailey Plash, Judy Rayner, Nick Shoultz, Leon Snipes, Lynn Spann, 

Avos Stickney, Andrew Tonsmeire, Louis Tonsmeire, Ellen Trimble, AnnMarie Turpen,                        
Tony & Remy Vacaicoa, Jim Van Camp, Glen Vande Wetering, Frieda Ward, George Warren 

 

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 

Marty Adams, Dave Baldock, Christopher Blackwell, Pat Cannon, Alex Cassera, Jim Council,                   
Margie Cowart, Suzanne Damour, Puddy Dyson, Dee Grantham, Carol Hafner, Susan Hill,                        

Barbara Holmes, Jossie Hurst, Ann Kenney, Alexander Kielek, Lou Morgan, Buddy Morrow,                         
Elsie Mosher, Sara Patton, Billie Jo Robertson, Mary Rudolf, Kem Rutledge, Stephanie Sanchez,                     

Pat Schlimmer, Cathy Slagle, D’ana Snow, Albert Thompson, Julia Warren 

 

For the Departed:  Junior White 

 

For Those Serving in the Military:  

Bradley Billingsley, Ryan Bowman, James Cassebaum, Matthew Cheatham, Chase Clark,                       
Jackson Deaton, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm,  Chris Evans, Deron Frailie, Steven Grey,   
Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry, Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, Matt Jones,                     

Shane Kennedy, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard, David McMillan, Patrick Mong, Bryan Quinn,              
Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Kaleb Sharpless, Derek Siegel, Brad Yonkers 

  

For those with birthdays: 

May 25-31 

(25)Anne Daniel, (26) Dale Miley, Sally Wilson, Edward Herrington, (28) Sarah Haden Vance,           

(29) Carol Smith, (30) Pug Chapman, (31) Janet Brown 

June 1-30 

(01) William Stickney, Jr., (02) Ginger Miller, (03) Valerie Stickney, Zoe Beckham, (04) Micah Brown, 

(05) Connie Gonser, David Helms, (06) Lily Talbert, (07) Mark Mitchell, Philip McNamara,                   
Dru DeNeefe, (08) Amelia Stephens, (09) Pagan Mosher, Georgia McKenna, (10) Reagan McDowell, 

Eli Nagel, (11) Becky Spann, Will Brown, Laura Ann Wiggins, (12) Lauren Dedrickson,                          
(13) Mark Costlow, (15) Vonnie Foreman, (18) Joann Ruffin, (21) Matt Cassity, JJ Walker,                     
(23) Marianne Loes, Nicole Denham,  Paul Thomason, (24) John Talbert, Kim Overstreet,                     

Harry Dismukes, (25) John Matson, (27) Pam Schmidt, Elton Ruffin, (28) Logan Dunn, (29) Jim Parker, 
Barbara Pollock, (30) Theresa Johnson, Colton Bridges 
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What’s Happening in Chris Ed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparations for 2022 VBS are underway! 

We need adult volunteers to oversee areas of  the many moving parts that come together to 
make our Vacation Bible School great! If  you are interested in helping with decorating, snack, 

story time, music, art, or games, please feel the call to volunteer your time! Vacation Bible 
School set up will be July 6-8 and Vacation Bible School will run July 11-14 from 9-12noon 

each day. It takes a true village for VBS to be a successful community outreach program and a 
village to prepare as well! 

-For more information please contact me at 251-404-0537-  

God’s Peace,  

Elizabeth 

 

First Communion Class beginning soon! 

 

We will meet twice before our special  

First Communion Day! 

 

May 29 @ 9:15am in the church 

 

June 4 @ 9:00am in Malone Hall for bread making 

 

June 5 @ the 10:00 a.m. service in the Life Center :  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION! 

 

Please contact Elizabeth or the church office at  

626-2421 for more information! 
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WE STILL NEED YOUR VOICE 

I found this story and devotion in “Our Daily Bread”, and I believe 

you will enjoy reading it.  During my years teaching, I was like the 

teacher in the story, but never sent a student to the counselor to 

schedule another class, after a not so stellar choir try-out.  Instead, I 

took them into choir and every one of them improved and contribut-

ed to the group.  If you were one of the students that got sent to the 

office for a schedule change, or if anyone in you life ever said, 

“Sing…..but, do it in the shower”, just come and sing with us in the 

choir, or sing the hymns in church without fear!  You are welcome!! 

 

SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG, FOR HE HAS DONE MARVELOUS THINGS. 

When I was thirteen, my school required students to take four exploratory courses, including home economics, 

art, choir, and woodworking.  On my first day in choir, the instructor called each student to the piano                

individually to hear their voices and place them in the room according to their vocal range.  During my turn at 

the piano, I sang the notes she played multiple times, but wasn’t directed to a section in the room,  Instead, after 

repeated tries, she sent me to the counseling office to find a different class to take.  From that moment on, I felt 

I shouldn’t sing at all, that my voice shouldn’t be heard in song. 

I carried that thought with me for more than a decade until I read Psalm 98 as a young adult.  The writer opens 

with an invitation to “sing to the Lord”.  The reason offered has nothing to do with the quality of our voices; He 

delights in all His children’s songs of thanksgiving and praise.  Instead, we are invited to sing because God “has 

done marvelous things”  The psalmist points out two wonderful reasons to joyfully praise God in song and in 

attitude.  His saving work in our lives and His ongoing faithfulness toward us.  In God’s choir, we each have a 

place to sing of the marvelous things He has done! 

 

by John Matson, Choirmaster 

Coffee Hour  - After the 10:30 Service in Malone Hall 

 

Coffee Hour at St Paul’s is a time of fellowship and socializing- a time to catch up 

with friends and welcome the new folks of our congregation all while enjoying a hot 

cup of coffee and some delicious treats.   Everyone is invited. 

Greetings from St. Paul’s Youth  

May has been a busy month for so many of our youth. I hope to reconnect with many of you after school gets 

out. 

 

If you or your child is a rising 6th grader, I want to welcome you to start attending youth programs!  

 

2 weeks ago we enjoyed making gifts for Mother’s Day. 

 

Last Sunday we honored our graduating seniors and I was able to welcome everyone to celebrate our             

graduates with us during the services and coffee hour.  

 

Much love! Bonnie  
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Save the Dates 
Register Online at: 

https://vbsmate.com/StPaulsDaphneAl 
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ST. PAUL’S   SERVICES: 
 

Sunday 

 Holy Eucharist,  Rite I 

8:00 am 
 

Holy Eucharist,  Rite II 

10:30 am 
  

 

Monday-Saturday 

Morning Prayer  

8:05 a.m. 

Live Streamed on  

St. Paul’s Facebook page only 

 

 

Sunday-Thursday 

Compline 

8:00 p.m. 

Live Streamed on 

Judith Comer’s Facebook page only 
 

 

Wednesday 

Healing Service with  

The Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday 

NOON 

 

Church Services are also live-streamed 

on our Facebook Page 

_______________________  
 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday:   

8:00 am -- 4:30 pm   
 

Friday: 

  8:00 am -- 11:30 am 
 

St. Paul's Thrift Shop 

251-626-6102 
 

St. Paul's Preschool 

251-626-2774 

 
 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Vestry 

2022-2024 

 

Terms Ending 

 

December 31, 2022 

Joe Cook, Jr. Warden 

Donna Nolte 

Jim Green 

Tim Michael, Sr. Warden 

 

December 31, 2023 

Necie Borroni 

Alyson Jackson 

Michael Koepp 

Vivian Silliman 

 

December 31, 2024 

Edith Henry 

Matthew Thomason 

Sue Ann Turnipseed 

Tom Walker 

 ~ 

Martha Lathan,  

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Janet Norman, Treasurer 

 

Clergy 

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson,  

Rector 

The Rev. John K. Talbert,  

Curate 

ADULT BIBLE  

STUDIES  

 

Sunday 

Christian Education  

(Malone Hall) 

 Adults  

9:15 am 

 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting only 

 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 

(Malone Hall) 

10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Website 

www.stpaulseasternshore.com 
 

Email Address 

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Page 

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore 
 

Phone 

251-626-2421 
 

Church App 

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 



13 



14 

St.  Paul ’s  Episcopal  Church  
28788 Nor th Main Stree t  

Daphne,  Alabama  36526  
 

The Rev.  Thack  H.  Dyson,  Rector  

The Rev.  John K.  Talber t ,  Curate  

El izabe th Faus t ,  Chris tian Education & Preschool  Adminis tra tor  

Bonnie  Hindman ,  Youth Leader  

David Kielek,  Li fe Center  Sexton  

John Matson,  Choirmaster  

Joan McKnight ,  Sta f f  Assi s tant  

Terr i  McMil lan, Administra tive Ass is tant  
 

 

Of f ice  Hours  8 :00  a .m.—4:30  p.m.  (Monday -Thursday)  
8 :00 a .m.  —  11 :30a.m.   (Fr iday)  

 

Church Telephone:  251 -626-2421   Fax:   251 -626-2456              

E-mail :   of f ices tpaulsdaphne@gmail .com  
Facebook Page :   S t .  Paul ’s  Easte rn Shore  

Preschool  Phone:  251 -626-2774 

Thri f t  Shop Telephone:   251 -626-6102 
Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 

Website:  www.stpaulseasternshore.com 
 

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , 

and share God with love and acceptance for all. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

28788 North Main Street 

Daphne, Alabama  36526 
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