
  

The Tentmaker 

July 29, 2026 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Daphne, Alabama   

Message From Thack 
 
Caring for What God Has Entrusted to Us 
 
For nearly every homeowner, there comes a time when the list of deferred maintenance items 
can no longer be ignored. Roofs must be repaired. Gutters replaced. Paint renewed. Water                   
diverted away from foundations. None of these projects are particularly exciting, but all of 
them are necessary if the home is to remain safe, beautiful, and functional for years to come. 
The same is true for our parish. 
 
Over the past several years, your Vestry has worked diligently to prioritize the most urgent 
needs of our campus. Rather than attempting to do everything at once, they have carefully             
directed our resources toward projects that demanded immediate attention. Most notably, they 
replaced the aging air-conditioning systems in both the church and the Howard Wilson Life 
Center. Those projects have now been completed and paid for, preserving the comfort and 
functionality of the spaces where we worship, learn, and gather. 
 
In making those difficult decisions, however, several important maintenance projects were                  
intentionally postponed. That was prudent stewardship. Your Vestry addressed the most  
pressing needs first while delaying work that, although important, could safely wait. The time 
has now come to address those remaining needs. 
 
For that reason, the Vestry has approved a special Capital Campaign with a goal of                      
raising $200,000, over and above our annual General Fund and Building Fund giving. These 
funds will be dedicated exclusively to deferred maintenance projects that protect our buildings 
and preserve the campus God has entrusted to us. 
 
Among the projects to be completed are: 
 
• Redirecting stormwater that currently collects around the preschool and infiltrates the        
     building. 
• Repairing and replacing failing gutters. 
• Brick and stucco repairs caused by water intrusion. 
• Painting and repairing the church's round windows. 
• Caulking and repainting windows in the Howard Wilson Life Center. 
• Completing exterior paint touch-up after the brick and stucco repairs. 
• Repairing deteriorating sections of the parking lot pavement. 
• Installing new fiber-optic internet service throughout all church buildings. 
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• Installing lightning protection equipment to reduce our vulnerability to lightning strikes. 
• Refinishing the gym floor in the Howard Wilson Life Center. 
• Replacing the worn vinyl flooring and sagging ceiling tiles in McCann-Humphreys Hall. 
 
In addition, we have already contracted for the replacement of the worn flooring in Malone 
Hall, including both the main meeting area and the office wing. 
 
The total cost of these projects is approximately $200,000. In the coming weeks, Matt                   
Thomason, chair of the Capital Campaign committee, will provide a detailed itemized            
description of each project and its estimated cost. 
 
It is important to understand that these are not improvements undertaken for appearance alone. 
They are investments in preserving our facilities and preventing far more costly repairs in the 
future. Deferred maintenance has a way of becoming emergency maintenance if ignored long 
enough. 
 
As Christians, stewardship extends far beyond our financial giving. Stewardship is caring 
faithfully for everything God has placed in our hands. As David reminds us in Psalm 24, “The 
earth is the Lord's and all that is in it.” (Psalm 24:1) 
 
Everything we possess ultimately belongs to God. We are not owners so much as caretakers, 
entrusted for a season with resources that are intended to serve God's mission. 
 
Jesus teaches the same principle in the “Parable of the Talents,” (Matthew 25:14-30). The 
faithful servants are commended because they wisely managed what had been entrusted to 
them. Their stewardship reflected gratitude, responsibility, and faithfulness. 
 
Likewise, St. Paul reminds us: “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found                 
trustworthy.” (1 Corinthians 4:2) 
 
That verse has guided the Vestry throughout this process. Good stewardship requires                           
discernment and good judgment. It means making wise decisions about priorities, resisting the 
temptation to spend simply because funds are available, and addressing the most urgent needs 
first. I believe your Vestry has exercised that responsibility faithfully. Now we are called to 
complete the work before us. 
 
These buildings are more than bricks, wood, and concrete. They are places where children 
learn about Jesus, where families celebrate baptisms and weddings, where lives are nourished 
through worship and Christian formation, where grieving families are comforted, where                          
neighbors find fellowship, and where our parish reaches out in Christ's name to the wider  
community. 
 
The buildings themselves are not the Church. The people are the Church. Yet these facilities 
enable our ministry to flourish. Caring for them is one way we care for the generations who 
will worship here long after we are gone. 
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Bring your BACKPACKS 

to be 
BLESSED on 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH 
AT BOTH 

the 8:00 a.m.  
and 10:30 a.m. 

Services! 

I invite you to pray about how God may be calling you to participate in this campaign.             
Together, as we have done so many times before, we can preserve this beautiful campus so that 
it continues to be a place where Christ is proclaimed, lives are transformed, and future                   
generations encounter the love of God. 
 
Thank you for your faithful stewardship, your generosity, and your love for Saint Paul's. 

 
Peace, Thack 

 

Join Our Ministry: Preschool Teacher Opening for 2026-2027 School Year! 
 
St. Paul’s Preschool is seeking a dedicated Preschool Teacher for our 2 year old’s class for the 2026-2027 
School year! 
 
We are looking for someone who will guide our students through their early academic milestones while show-
ing Christ-like love, patience, and kindness in every interaction. This is a fun and fast paced classroom! 
 
Position Details: 
* Schedule: Part time position: Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Additional hours can also 
be added on from 7:30-8:30 and 1:30-5:00 for extended day care!  
* Term: August 2026-May 2027, school-year position. 
* Calendar: We follow the Baldwin County School System’s holiday calendar for closures and offer our 
teachers up to 100 hours of holiday pay! 
*We offer Educational Opportunities to earn your CDA! 
 
What we’re looking for: 
* A deep commitment to providing a safe, inclusive, and spiritually nurturing environment. 
* A warm, encouraging teaching style that supports each child’s unique gifts. 
* Strong communication skills to partner with our families and staff! 
 
If you feel called to this ministry, we invite you to reach out! Come help us create a school year filled with 
learning, grace, and joy. 
 
How to Apply: 
Interested candidates can contact Elizabeth at stpaulspreschooldaphne@gmail.com or 251-404-0537 for a full 
job description and application details. Candidates must have minimum of a High School diploma, and will 
have to pass a physical, TB test, and DHR approved background check. 

mailto:stpaulspreschooldaphne@gmail.com
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 Heartfelt Thank You to Our Amazing VBS Volunteers! 

We are a month post VBS now, and I have had time to reflect on the last year (yes! a whole year goes into 
preparation and planning of VBS!) and I see how each concern and prayer for our VBS was answered in an 
incredible and outpouring way. God did not hold back and Wow! What an incredible week we’ve had!  
 
I am filled with gratitude for the dedicated team of volunteers who made it all possible! We had our biggest 
volunteer turnout this year and that certainly deserves to be recognized!! 
 
To each one of you who helped in any way to make VBS happen:  
 
You poured your time, energy, and love into every moment during the week creating a fun and exciting                      
environment where our children could grow in faith and friendship. 
 
Whether you were here for the entire week or helped out for a few hours, your contribution was a piece of this 
large puzzle that made a lasting impact on each of the 97 young children who attended! You modeled                 
kindness, patience, and enthusiasm that the children will remember for the rest of their lives. You were the 
hands and feet of Jesus! 
 
 
Thank you for your hard work, your flexible spirits, and your big hearts!!We are so blessed to have had such a 
wonderful community of volunteers supporting this big outreach ministry! We couldn't have done it without 
you! 
 
From the bottom of my heart, Thank you for an amazing week! 
 
Elizabeth 
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On behalf of myself and our sons, Tom and Tim, there are not enough words to 
fully express our heartfelt gratitude to my Church Family for the sympathy, 
love and support you have extended to me and to our family during this very 
difficult time. The donations, the posts, the cards, the calls, the flowers, the            
visits, and the food have been amazing and so appreciated! Losing the love of 
my life is hard, very hard, but your love and support are holding me up. I love 
you and thank God for each of you!  

Jane Shoultz 

Dear Fellow Parishioners 
 
Live-streaming church services has become a lifeline for 
those who, for whatever reason, are not able to attend 
church services in person. To date, Dave Hale has done 
the majority of the 8:00AM services and Caron Richards 
and  Sam Thompson the 10:30 AM services and also the 
noon Healing Service on Wednesdays. We need more 
8AM videographers. It would help to have 8:00AM                   
videographers for just one Sunday a month. Please             

consider volunteering for this important ministry. The livestreaming process is not difficult. You don’t have to 
be a computer guru. Once you learn it, it does not take away from your worship experience. We will train you 
and stay with you until you learn the process. Please contact Dave at (251) 422-1244 or Caron Richards at 
(251) 698-8236 if you could assist in this ministry. 

 
 
 
Hello Fellow Parishioners: 
 
This summer has seen many events and activities taking place at the Howard Wilson Life Center. Elections 
(HWLC is a state polling place for voting), meetings, plays (the Exceptional Foundation put on an excellent, 
funny rendition of Camelot on June 24, it was hilarious!) and various other activities have been keeping us 
busy this season.   Carpet cleaning in the upstairs classrooms and hall will be taking place soon. 
 
One thing that isn't so fun that has been occupying me is a serious water leak Joe and I have been dealing with, 
and still haven't been able to resolve. We are losing something in the neighborhood of 20 gallons per hour 
through this unknown source. I have been monitoring the water meters and trying  various things to try to              
isolate the leak, so far with no results. Our next approach is to call back in the experts from American Leak 
Detection. They are coming this Friday, July 24 to use their specialized, high-tech equipment to try to find this 
leak.   I will keep you posted as to our progress. 
 
Don't forget our monthly bingo and spaghetti dinner scheduled for the fourth Friday of each month. The food 
is served beginning at 5:45 PM, followed by eleven fun games of bingo with prizes.  I hope to see all of you 
there! 
 
Thanks and greetings from the Howard Wilson Life Center! 
David Kielek 
 



6 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER and BINGO… 

Come join the fun in the 

Howard Wilson Life Center 

beginning at 5:45 p.m. 

at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Daphne 

the 4th Friday of each month, January - October... 

 Friday, August 28, September 25th and October 23rd! 

Enjoy a delicious spaghetti dinner -  

and then play 11 games of BINGO 

All proceeds go for the support of St. Paul’s ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tee up for a great cause! Join Exceptional Foundation 
Gulf Coast on Thursday, September 17, for our annual 
Golf Tournament at Lakewood Golf Club. Every golfer 
and sponsor helps us continue providing year-round         
social and recreational programs for individuals with 
special needs in our community. We hope you'll join us 
for a great day on the course while supporting the            
mission of EFGC! 
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New Junior Daughters of the King Chapter  

Chartering and Initiation Service 
 
The parish community will soon welcome a wonderful new addition to 
its youth ministry. On Sunday, August 30, 2026, during the 10:30 AM            
service, the Brigid of Kildare Junior Chapter of The Order of the 
Daughters of the King will officially hold its chartering and initiation 
service. 
 
This  ministry provides girls and young women an exceptional oppor-
tunity to grow in their love and knowledge of Jesus Christ through a 
shared promise of daily prayer and service. 
 
Please join in welcoming and praying for the four founding Junior 
members: 

• Lily Wilson 
• Ivy Wilson 
• Vada Evans 
• Lilah Delgado 

 
The chapter’s directress will be Jo Delgado. She invites everyone in the parish to write each girl a note and 
prayer encouraging her in her Christian walk. The chapter is excited to welcome Diocesan President                         
Mary Shontz to share in this beautiful milestone. Following the service we will celebrate with a cake at coffee 
hour!  
 
Come extend Christ’s love and celebrate the beginning of this exciting new spiritual journey! 
 
What Junior Daughters Do: 

• Make a promise of daily prayer and service to our Lord Jesus. 
• Make a promise to be Christ's faithful servants and to extend His Love to all people. 
• Work to grow in our Christian faith and commitment through fellowship, prayer and Bible study.  

 
 What Junior Chapters Do: 

• Encourage members to grow in their relationship to Jesus Christ through personal and group prayer 
and Bible study. 

• Provide opportunities to serve their church and community. 
• Provide a loving and supportive Christian community to strengthen members to love and serve our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Jo Delgado’s contact information will be listed below should you need to contact her. 
 
JoAnna Delgado 
(352) 620. 5790 
JoAnnaD.JDOK@gmail.com 
 
For His Sake,  
Libbi Crowe  
850-582-7261 

https://www.doknational.org/general/custom.asp?page=JrDaughters
https://www.doknational.org/general/custom.asp?page=JrDaughters
mailto:JoAnnaD.JDOK@gmail.com
tel:850-582-7261
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Hello from your Parish Choir! 

 
We are always looking for more singers. You don’t have to read music, just match pitch. Christopher   
Conger our talented organist and choir master can help you with that! We especially need altos and             
sopranos but everyone is welcome.  If you are at least 16 years old and interested in singing, just let any of 
us know and we will help you!!  We have so much fun and we get to praise God twice, because singing is 
praying to God twice!  
 
Peace be with you. 

Caron Richards 

 

 

 

Financial Report 

 

July-To-Date: Year-To-Date  

Income: $55,265.50  $606,097.24 

Expenses: $83,096.26  $658,397.75 

Net :  -$27,830.76  -$52,300.51 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generous  

support of St. Paul’s Ministries! 



10 



11 

ST. PAUL’S   SERVICES: 
 

Sunday 

 Holy Eucharist,  Rite I 

8:00 am 
 

Holy Eucharist,  Rite II 

10:30 am 

  

Monday-Saturday 

Morning Prayer  

8:05 am 

Live Streamed only on  

St. Paul’s Facebook page 

 

Wednesday 

Healing Service with  

The Holy Eucharist 

NOON 

 

Church Services are live-streamed 

on our Facebook Page 

 

_______________________  

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday:   

8:00 am -- 4:30 pm   
 

Friday: 

  8:00 am -- 11:30 am 
 

St. Paul's Thrift Shop 

Tuesday - Friday 

9:00 am -- 3:00 pm 
 

Saturday 

10:00 -- 3:00 pm 
 

Donations Accepted: 

Thursday - Friday 

9:00 am -- 3:00 pm 
 

Saturday  

10:00 am -- 3:00 pm 

251-626-6102 
 

St. Paul's Preschool 

251-626-2774 

 
 

St. Paul’s Vestry 

2026-2028 
 

Terms Ending 

December 31, 2026 

Joe Cook, Jr. Warden 

Judi Gulledge 

Liston Jones 

Boyd Miller 
 

December 31, 2027 

Richard Foster 

Donna Nolte 

Marty Ollinger 

John Sharp 
 

December 31, 2028 

Robert Jernigan 

Elizabeth Thomason 

Mike Turnipseed 

Tom Walker, Sr. Warden 

 ~ 

Martha Lathan  

Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Mike Sirmon 

Treasurer 
 

Michael Quinn 

Finance Committee 
 

Clergy 

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson  

Rector 

The Rev. Judith Comer 

Priest Associate 

The Rev. S. Albert Kennington 

Priest Associate 

BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting only 
 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 

Malone Hall 

10:30 am 
 

Great Wednesday 

6:00 pm  

Malone Hall  

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Adult 

9:15 am 

in Conference Room A 

Youth 

9:15 am 

5th - 12th Grades 

in the Underground 
 

Sunday Children’s  

Chapel 

8 a.m. and 10:30 am 

in Children’s Chapel 

K-5th Grades 

 

 

 

 

Church Website 

www.stpaulseasternshore.com 
 

Email Address 

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Page 

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore 
 

Phone 

251-626-2421 
 

Church App 

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 
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St.  Paul ’s  Episcopal  Church  
28788 Nor th Main Stree t  

Daphne,  Alabama  36526  
 

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson,  Rector  

The Rev. Judith W. Comer,  Priest  Associate  

The Rev. S.  Albert  Kennington, Priest  Associate  

Elizabeth Faust ,  Christian Education & Preschool  Administrator  

Hali  Everette  Nestande ,  Youth Leader  

David Kielek,  Howard Wilson Li fe  Center  Sexton  

Christopher  Conger,  Church Musician & Choirmaster  

Joan McKnight and Donna Brown, Staf f  Assi s tants  

Terr i  McMil lan,  Administrative  Assi stant  

 
Off ice  Hours  8 :00  a .m.—4:30 p .m. (Monday -Thursday)  

8:00 a.m.  —  11:30a .m.  (Fr iday)  
 

Church Telephone:   251 -626-2421  Fax:   251 -626-2456             
E-mail :   o f f icestpaulsdaphne@gmail .com  
Facebook Page:   St .  Paul ’s  Eastern Shore  

Preschool  Phone:   251 -626-2774  
Thrif t  Shop Telephone:   251 -626-6102  

Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 

Website:  www.stpaulseasternshore.com 

 

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , and share God with love and acceptance for all. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

28788 North Main Street 

Daphne, Alabama  36526 
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