
  

The Tentmaker 

October 13, 2021 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Daphne, Alabama   

Message from Thack 

 It is Sunday morning. You are reading the Sunday paper, watching television, or just relishing the quiet 

with your first cup of coffee. Before long, the rest of the family will stir, and you will have a choice to make: 

    Get ready to go to church? 

    Livestream the service at home? 

    Watch it later? 

    Or skip it altogether? 

 Some of these options have emerged since March 2020, thanks to the global pandemic. That’s when 

we first suspended live worship for several months. We resumed limited live services in June 2020 by RSVP 

only, and by September 2020, we transitioned back to unrestricted live services. Following a brief shut down 

for the month of August this year due to the Delta Variant surge, we have been having unrestricted live         

services ever since. All the while we have continued our virtual worship since March 2020. After 19 months 

of virtual worship at home with church on Facebook, rhythms that used to be automatic are no longer a given. 

 When we temporarily suspended live worship in March 2020, St. Paul’s, like so many other                 

congregations, stepped up to the challenge by livestreaming services, investing in equipment and training to 

foster a sense of continuity. While this has served its purpose and will continue to do so, we are facing a new 

challenge: how do we encourage folks to return to in-person services. 

 Frankly, despite our sometimes-quirky cable service and the lightning strike that fried our camera and 

sound system, St. Paul’s has done an excellent job of digitizing services, and, as I said, will continue to do so. 

This is partly for the sake of those who cannot yet safely gather because they are immuno-compromised,      

partly for those who are sick or in quarantine, and partly to reach a wider audience beyond our parish. 

 That said, we are at a loss why so many others who have no medical limitations or concerns have not 

returned to live worship.  

 This pandemic has foisted an even bigger question on all of us—what is the point of church anyway? 

Can it be done online as well as in person? And if so, then why go back at all? 

 As an Episcopalian, an obvious answer may present itself: Communion (Holy Eucharist). Communion 

is one important dimension of gathering for Christian worship that Facebook cannot replicate. It also points 

toward a broader issue: embodiment. When we gather together for worship as the body of Christ, we reflect to 

the world the Kingdom of God among us. 

 Think about it. With all the conceptual truths in the universe at his disposal, Jesus did not give his        

disciples and followers something to think about together when he was gone. Instead, he gave them something 

concrete to do---specific ways of being together in their bodies---that would go on teaching them what they 

needed to know when he was no longer around to teach them himself. It was, of course, the celebration of the 

Holy Eucharist. That's why he said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” That’s exactly what they did and we 

have continued to do for 2,000 years. This gave the early church a model to follow to sustain its existence. As 

Luke says in Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers.” It is this gathering of the community that has kept the church alive. It is also how we 

do the work to spread God’s Kingdom through the world.  
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 When any of us are not present for corporate worship, it diminishes what Christ can accomplish in and 

through the church. Ultimately, it’s not about “what I get out of it.” The truth is the church cannot fully           

accomplish its purposes in the world when we withhold our presence. Physical participation matters.        

Something happens when we are physically present together that is simply not possible when we log in online. 

 According to James K. A. Smith in his excellent book, You Are What You Love, (Brazos, 2016), our 

physical participation has consequences that may be imperceptible now, but will add up to something               

significant. Our habitual acts shape our loves. Our loves shape who we become. Smith says that in order to 

cultivate virtue we must immerse ourselves in practices that inscribe them in our heart over time. He insists, 

“… Christian worship doesn’t just dispense information; rather, it is a Christ-centered imagination station 

where we regularly undergo a ritual cleansing of the symbolic universes we absorb elsewhere. Christian        

worship doesn’t just teach us how to think; it teaches us how to love, and it does so by inviting us into the      

biblical story and implanting that story in our bones” (You Are What You Love, p. 85). 

 With this in mind, here are four reasons to attend church in person again: 

1. Weekly fellowship in a church body orients our loves. 

 Each week our hearts are re-calibrated in ways that keep us facing Jesus rather than drifting in another 

direction. This is true even if we don’t feel particularly inspired or challenged on a given week. Church is not a 

vending machine, designed to meet our immediate needs. It is a field that, when cultivated year after year, will 

produce spiritual nourishment. The fact that we don’t walk out every Sunday completely satisfied does not 

mean it is pointless to go. Little by little, week after week, we tend this field until it yields an abundant harvest. 

 

2. Weekly fellowship in a church body reminds us that following Jesus means joining God's family. 

 When we were baptized and became Christians, our spiritual initiations weren’t done primarily to        

secure our eternal destinies. Becoming a Christian means becoming part of God's family and changing how we 

live here and now. Spending week after week with our Christian family eventually adds up to a network of  

caring relationships. It doesn’t happen overnight (remember, it’s a field, not a vending machine), but as we do 

life together, we lend support to each other on our faith journeys. Simply watching from home makes us         

solitary consumers rather than active participants. While digital worship has been a gift to keep us connected 

during the pandemic, it is not a sustainable way to cultivate the community of faith. 

 

3.  Weekly fellowship in a church body enables us to participate in God’s work of grace in others. 

 Our efforts to show up encourages John and I and our parish leaders, upholding our mutual ministry. 

Any clergyperson who has tried preaching to an iPhone or camera knows that it is not the same. Your physical 

presence supports our work to study, plan, and prepare. It lends energy and solidarity to our message. 

 Your presence also affirms the value of corporate worship for all those in attendance. Your smile and 

waves from six feet away and your voice lifted in praise manifests the Spirit’s presence to others who have 

come. This is what it means to be the image of God. Our identity as God’s image is expressed physically—an 

embodied reminder of the presence and rule of God. We represent the unseen God to one another. We are 

members of something bigger than ourselves—Christ’s body on earth. For those who have been isolated at 

home and traumatized by the incessant trials of these nineteen months, your physical presence may be a            

lifeline. Caring eye contact may lend strength to someone for another week. 

 

 

 

https://amzn.to/30aRxjE
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4. Weekly fellowship in a church body is a means of declaring allegiance to the Kingdom of God. 

 The church is a visible witness to the unseen reality of God’s Kingdom. Being present each week         

testifies to this. It acknowledges that God’s invisible kingdom is more substantial and more lasting than the 

other concrete institutions in our community. It will outlast local businesses, schools, and politicians and their 

offices. It will outlast the pandemic and the hurricanes and the ugly inequalities in our world. Our participation 

ensures this. It testifies to that greater and lasting kingdom. 

 So, for these and other reasons, you should attend. While our circumstances may still be less than ideal, 

the long-term benefits of embodied worship far outweigh the hassles. The church is our family, and we cannot 

be who we are meant to be without it. That said, I hope to see you soon! 

 

        Peace, Thack 

Some photographs from The Blessing of the Animals 

October 3, 2021 
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Treasurer’s Report: 

 

As most of you know by now, I took over from Airrior Norwood after she passed away.  I want to thank and 

give credit to Terri McMillan.  She is not only our administrative assistant for the church, but she acts as our 

bookkeeper.  She runs payroll for the church, the Thrift Shop, and the Preschool.  She pays all of the bills for 

the church.  At the end of the month, she uses the software to send me financial statements.  I review them, 

and together we make changes to streamline our finances, making them easier to follow. Terri is assisted by 

Joan.  These two  deserve all the credit for the heavy lifting of our finances around here!  

 

Airrior left me some big shoes to fill!  Her passion was paying down our campus debt, which I am glad to say 

is now down to $2.4 million.  In 2016, when I first started working with the finances, it was $3.4                    

million.  Her sweets table alone reduced the debt by $100,000.  Does anybody remember her campaign of 

$22K by Mother’s Day?  $22,000 is the amount of our monthly payment on the debt.  We reduced the debt by 

$200,000 since this time last year.  

 

Whenever we had a little extra money, Airrior would not let the vestry spend it!  She earmarked it for future 

expenses, such as our curate.  This worked for a long time, but it also left our staff grossly underpaid. The last 

couple of years, our vestry has taken steps to correct this.  We also have a curate, and a seminarian.   

 

And unfortunately, we are experiencing a long-lasting pandemic.  In 2020, we couldn’t worship in person for 

months.  Based on our total campus payroll, we qualified for a payroll protection program loan of over 

$90,000.  We met the criteria to have this loan forgiven.  We also qualified for a $15,000 grant from the State 

of Alabama.  In 2021, we still have the pandemic, and had to shut down for another month.  But this year, we 

don’t have access to any grants.  In August 2021, our finances fell to a terrible low point.  We weren’t having 

in person worship, and historically our finances are lowest coming out of summer.  I put out an urgent e-blast 

plea, and a note in the Tentmaker – thank you to those who were able to get your pledges caught up, or even 

pre-pay your pledges, or just make a contribution.  September looked much better.   

 

What I want you to take away from this is two things 1) the work of our church never  stops.  Just because 

worship is online, or you are not here in person, the work continues.  We get struck by lightning; the Thrift 

Shop, Preschool, and Exceptional Foundation ministries continue to operate, Thack and John continue to    

minister to all of us.  Sermons continue, Christian education continues, and you have access to daily worship 

online.  Counting our online offerings of Morning Prayer and Compline, we offer worship opportunities seven 

days a week! I could go on, and 2) every year we never have enough pledges to cover our expenses.  We cre-

ate an annual budget looking at prior year contributions and we hope and pray they will continue at the same        

levels the next year.  Then we have a pandemic and in person worship changes, and contributions aren’t what 

they were the prior year.   

 

That said, I hope you will prayerfully consider the following: (1) Catch up on your existing pledge if you are 

in arrears; (2) Consider “officially” pledging in 2022 by filling out a pledge card. This helps your Vestry get a 

clearer handle on our finances when we prepare the budget; and (3) consider raising your current pledge to 

help meet our increasing expenses. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

 

Peace, 

Janet Norman, Parish Treasurer 
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Join us this Sunday after the 10:30 service as we                    

Pink Out  at coffee hour.  Wear your favorite pink outfit  

and enjoy our pink snacks as we celebrate and bring        

awareness to Breast Cancer awareness.   

St. Paul’s Preschool 

Thank you to all who participated in our annual mums sale! We sold all 200 

mums quickly and made a profit of $650 which went toward a new mode of    

transportation for our youngest class to get around campus and the remainder will 

go toward operating expenses. We truly appreciate the support we receive from 

our St. Paul’s family! 

We will begin our next fundraiser soon and are looking for 

sponsors for our 2022 calendar which will be available for 

sale in December! 

Sponsorships begin at $30 small interior ads and up to $100 

for exterior ads with 3 calendars. More information will be 

coming soon for those interested in supporting our school 

and fundraiser! 

 

What’s Happening in Chris Ed? 

A few weeks ago in Children’s Chapel, the children chose what we would be learning 

about over the next few weeks until Advent begins. I asked them to choose WHATEVER 

they wanted to know, or whatever their favorite story was they wanted to hear again! The answers blew me 

away! Over the next few weeks we will be talking about the Holy Spirit, Moses and the Exodus, The meanings 

of Baptism and Communion, and what those who serve in the services do. So far, this has been an interesting 

way to answer their questions and we are really looking forward to learning and searching together as much as 

we can! 

In “Sunday” Night Live, our 3rd through 5th graders were asked the same questions: “What do you want to 

learn about most? What are you struggling with most?” Each child was asked to get alone, and write down the 

answer to these questions sincerely and confidentially. While the results of this broke my heart, the direction in 

which we needed to go was extremely clear! Many of our children are struggling with some serious “giants” in 

their lives already. Therefore, what better way to help them than to teach them about the one who can slay 

those giants? We will begin a guided bible study on the young readers version on “Goliath Must Fall” by       

Louie Giglio at our next meeting on November 7th, from 4:30-6pm. We will have small group time, activity, 

and dinner with the Junior Youth Group to end our time together. For more information on “Sunday Night 

Live” or to get on the remind group for notifications, please contact Elizabeth (251-404-0537)! 
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ST. PAUL’S   SERVICES: 
 

Sunday 

 Holy Eucharist,  Rite I 

8:00 am 
 

Holy Eucharist,  Rite II 

10:30 am 
  

 

Monday-Saturday 

Morning Prayer  

8:05 a.m. 

Live Streamed Only on  

St. Paul’s Facebook page 

 

 

Sunday-Thursday 

Compline 

8:00 p.m. 

Live Streamed Only on 

Judith Comer’s Facebook page 
 

 

Wednesday 

Healing Service with  

The Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday 

NOON 

 

_______________________  
 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday:   

8:00 am -- 4:30 pm   
 

Friday: 

  8:00 am -- 11:30 am 
 

St. Paul's Thrift Shop 

251-626-6102 
 

St. Paul's Preschool 

251-626-2774 

 
 

 
 
 
 

VESTRY  AND  

OFFICERS 

Term Ending 
 

 

December 31, 2021 

Donna Brown 

Kathy Mallory 

Ken McNamara 

Michael Quinn, Sr. Warden 

 

December 31, 2022 

Joe Cook, Jr. Warden  

Jim Green 

Tim Michael 

 

December 31, 2023 

Necie Borroni 

Alyson Jackson 

Michael Koepp 

Vivian Silliman 

~ 

Martha Lathan,   

Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Janet Norman 

Treasurer 

ADULT BIBLE  

STUDIES  

 

 

Sunday 

Christian Education  

 Adults  

9:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting 

 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study 

(Malone Hall) 

6:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting 

 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 

(Malone Hall) 

10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Website 

www.stpaulseasternshore.com 
 

Email Address 

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Page 

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore 
 

Phone 

251-626-2421 
 

Church App 

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 
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Tracts Talk! Praying the Anglican Rosary 

The Cross:

The Invitatory:

The Weeks:

The Cruciform:

Praying the Anglican Rosary
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Thrift Shop News: This past week saw everything 

new and exciting at Your Thrift Shop! We just had 

our semiannual seasonal changeover. The Shop was 

stripped of summer clothing and replaced with Fall 

apparel. Housewares were removed and replaced 

with new selections. Stop in to see all our new           

offerings. If you are looking for a Halloween outfit 

for yourself or your children, check out our huge                  

selection of costumes. Remember, proceeds from the 

Thrift Shop go to help fund St. Paul's Church! It is a 

Win - Win! Great prices for you and support for your 

Church! 
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St .  Paul ’s  Episcopal  Church  
28788  North Main  Street  

Daphne,  Alabama  36526  
 

The  Rev.  Thack H.  Dyson,  Rector 

The Rev.  John K.  Talbert ,  Curate 

Elizabeth Faust ,  Christian Education & Preschool  Adminis trator  

Bonnie  Hindman ,  Youth Leader  

David  Kie lek ,  Life  Center  Sexton  

John Matson,  Choirmaster  

Joan McKnight ,  Staff  Ass istant  

Terri  McMil lan,  Adminis trative  Assis tant  
 

 

Of f ice  Hours  8 :00 a .m.—4 :30  p .m.  (Monday-Thursday)  

8 :00  a .m.  —  11 :30a.m.   (Friday)  
 

Church Telephone :   251 -626 -2421   Fax:   251 -626 -2456             

E -mail :   of f icestpaulsdaphne@gmail .com  

Facebook Page :   St .  Paul ’s  Eastern Shore  

Preschool  Phone :   251 -626 -2774 

Thrif t  Shop Telephone :   251 -626 -6102 

Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 

 
 

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , 

and share God with love and acceptance for all. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

28788 North Main Street 

Daphne, Alabama  36526 
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