Christmas Day
December 25, 2025
10:00 a.m.
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector
The Rev. S. Albert Kennington, Priest Associate
The Rev. Judith W. Comer, Priest Associate
Telephones: Church office  [251] 626-2421 FAX 626-2456
Church e-mail officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Website: www.stpaulseasternshore.org
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

We worship together as we seek God, serve God,
and share God with love and acceptance for all.
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The Congregation Will Choose Today’s Hymns

Processional Hymn
The Word of God

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant  Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.

Gloria

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee,
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only
begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

The Collect

O God, who makest us glad by the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only Son
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may
with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our Judge; who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.



First Reading

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your
God reigns." Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Lector The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98  responsively by half verse
Cantate Domino
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.



Second Lesson

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12)
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the
exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs. [For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are
my Son; today | have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be
my Son™? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all
God's angels worship him." Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and
his servants flames of fire." But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever
and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, "In the beginning, Lord,
you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish,
but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them
up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will
never end."]

Lector The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

The Gospel

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John John 1:1-14
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And

4



the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Thack H. Dyson

The Nicene Creed Please Stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Celebrant  Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world.

Lector Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to
make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our
prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire
continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and
grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy
Word and live in unity and godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Sarah,
our Archbishop elect, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Russell, our Bishop, that they
may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly
and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.



In the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, we pray for our Rector, Thack; our Priest
Associates, Albert and Judith; our Seminarians Necie, Vivian and Jessica; For the
Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. From the Anglican Cycle of prayer,
pray for the Diocese of Sapele, Nigeria. From the Cycle of Prayer for Prisons, pray
for the prisoners, the staff and their families at the Escambia County Jail, Brewton,
Alabama and the Escambia County Jail, Pensacola, Florida.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation
here present; and to the youth of this parish and all who love them and work with
them; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy
Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land, especially Donald, our President, and Kay, our
Governor, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare
and peace of the world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor
those for whom our prayers have been requested and all those who in this transitory
life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

We pray also for those who will celebrate birthdays and anniversaries this week.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith
and fear, [Especially: ] beseeching thee to grant them continual
growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples
of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

We give thanks for the altar flowers given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving
for his son, Jesus Christ. (Please see the Christmas Flower Insert.)



Prayer for the Military

We commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace;
strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils
which beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they
may be. Amen.

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine and the World

Heavenly Father, please hear our prayers for all those who have died and will die
because of the wars in Ukraine and other war-torn countries all over this world. May
these untold victims experience that eternal peace that is only found in You. We pray
for the people of Ukraine, Russia, and all nations — that war and bloodshed will
cease, and that a just and enduring peace may be had. Please inspire all world leaders
with wisdom, compassion, and decisiveness so they can be instruments of that peace
that passes all understanding. We also pray that our world leaders will respect the
dignity of all of your creation so that future alliances will be forged on the basis of
trust and shared humanity and not on military might and nationalism. In Jesus’ Name
we pray. Amen .

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant  Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Celebrant and People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned
against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of
thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy
will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith
turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Celebrant  Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.
Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that all that
believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners.
1 Timothy 1:15

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of
the whole world.

1 John 2:1-2

The Peace All stand.
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

The Holy Communion
Offertory

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer Il
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People  And with thy spirit.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People  We lift them up unto the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.

Celebrant It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all
times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty,
everlasting God.



Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin
Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive
power to become thy children.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are
full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Please kneel

Celebrant  All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven
and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give
thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the
cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye
shall drink it, in remembrance of me."

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word
and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be
unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ.



And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our
souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy
Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we
and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us,
and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant and People

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property
Is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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Communion Hymn
Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant  Let us pray.

Celebrant and people  Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us
thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to
walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Celebrant: May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and
heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Those who serve — December 25, 2025
10:00 a.m.

Homilist and Celebrant: The Rev. Thack H. Dyson

Altar Guild:
Barbara James, Sue Cody, Peggy Connell, Shory Dudley,
Mary Dunn, Gaye Wilson, Shelby Wilson

Verger: Richard Foster
Lector: Alice Gordon
Crucifer/Server: David Chavers
Chalice Bearers: Becky Costlow, Judy Hale
Usher: David Kielek, Boyd Miller
Vestry: Boyd Miller

Church Musician and Choirmaster: Christopher Conger
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