The Tentmaker

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Daphne, Alabama

April 29, 2026

Message From Thack

War, Peace, and the Weight of Conscience

Some of you have asked me to explain the basis of the public feud between President Donald
Trump and Pope Leo XVI. Essentially, it’s another example of where the Church and the State
sometimes have conflicting values. In this case, the recent public disagreement between the
President and the Pope was over the conflict involving Iran. It has once again drawn the
world’s attention to a question as old as humanity itself: When, if ever, is war justified?
As Christians, we do not approach that question casually. We approach it carefully and with
prayerful hearts.

The Church, particularly through thinkers like Saints Augustine and Aquinas, has long
wrestled with the reality that while Christ calls us to peace, we live in a world that is often
anything but peaceful. Out of that tension emerged what we call the “Just War Theory.” At its
core, this teaching insists that war can only be justified under very strict conditions. These
conditions are:

1. Wars must be fought only on legitimate authority.

2. The cause must be just. The war must be fought, for example, in order to resist aggression,
protect the innocent, or to support the rights of some oppressed group. There must be
significant reasons which are weighty enough to overthrow the prima facie duty that we
should not kill or injure others.

3. The war must have right intention. It must advance the good and avoid evil, have clear
aims and be open to negotiation; it must not be for revenge or for the sake of killing and there
should be no ulterior motive. It must be waged without love of violence, or cruelty; and
regret or remorse should be the proper attitude. This is shaped by the pursuit of a just cause.
Since peace should be the object of war, killing is a means to that end.

4. It must be a last resort, after all avenues of diplomacy and reconciliation have been
exhausted.



5. There must be a reasonable hope of justice, or a reasonable chance of success, in order to
prevent pointless wars. If there is no such hope, then it would not just be imprudent, but there
would be no good grounds to override the prima facie obligation to not harm others. If none of
the just ends can be realized then going to war would be immoral.

6. There must be discrimination. Non-combatants should not be directly or intentionally
attacked, although it is recognized that there may be accidental casualties (collateral damage).

7. There must be proportion, that is, there must be a balance between the good achieved versus
the harm done. This condition considers the effects on all human beings, not just those on one
side, and it is the effects on humans rather than other physical damage which have priority."'

Beyond theory, we must listen to the deeper rhythm of Scripture. From the prophets who
envisioned swords beaten into plowshares (Isaiah 2:4), to Jesus himself who proclaimed,
“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9), the biblical witness leans unmistakably toward
peace.

Jesus does not glorify violence. He absorbs it. He does not call down legions of angels to do
battle. He stretches out his arms on the cross.

The early Church, in its infancy, often took a radically nonviolent stance, choosing martyrdom
over retaliation. While history has forced the Church to grapple with political realities, the
spiritual trajectory remains clear: peace is not weakness; it is the very character of God.

One of the most sobering aspects of Just War teaching is its insistence that the threat must
be actual and immediate, not hypothetical or exaggerated. History is littered with conflicts
launched under the banner of “possible danger,” only to reveal later that the threat was
misunderstood, overstated, or, at times, manipulated. War cannot be waged on suspicion. When
fear becomes the architect of policy, truth is often its first casualty.

Equally troubling is the temptation—ancient and modern—to use war as a distraction from
domestic unrest or political difficulty. The Church must speak clearly here: war must never be
used as a tool of political convenience. To do so is to treat human lives as instruments rather
than sacred creations of God. It is to trade the image of God in others for the illusion of
control.

As Christians, we are called to pray for leaders on all sides that they act with wisdom and
restraint. We are to advocate for peace whenever possible. We must also honestly recognize the
tragic reality that, in rare circumstances, force may be necessary—but only under the most
stringent moral scrutiny. And above all, remember that our ultimate allegiance is not to any
nation, but to the Kingdom of God.

1 Roger Dawson, SJ, “Just War Theory,” in Thinking Faith,
https.//www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/20131011_2.htm (October 11, 2013).
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War may sometimes be necessary. Even so, it is never to be celebrated. Peace is not merely
the absence of conflict. It is the presence of justice, mercy, and truth woven together like
threads in a tapestry. And every time we gather at the altar, we are reminded of this: the One
we follow did not conquer the world through violence, but through sacrificial love.

Peace, Thack

By the grace of God
and with the affirmation of the people
The Right Reverend J. Russell Kendrick

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast
will ordain

James Wesley Holcomb 111
Ellen Carol Knight Huckabay
Jessica Meryl Walker

to the
Sacred Order of Deacons
in Chnst’s one holy catholic and apostolic Church
On Saturday, the second of May

in the vear of Our Lord two thousand and twenty-six
at eleven o’clock in the morning

Christ Church Cathedral
115 South Conception Street
Mobile, Alabama 36602

Your prayers and presence are requested.

Clergy: red stole




I''Attention St. Paul’s Parishioners and Ministry Leaders!!

Summer is quickly approaching and that means VBS will be here soon! I am in the planning phase right now
and can see that this VBS is going to need a lot of hands to make everything possible! I want to encourage you
to share your God given gifts and talents, along with our many ministries for help with oversight of each
station, and ask that you pray about helping with specific stations or tasks leading up to VBS to give us a
smoother and less hectic VBS experience.

I need specifically:

e A drama coach to help teach morning opening skits. This would include meeting maybe on Sunday
mornings, or Sunday afternoons to teach youth helpers (3rd grade-High School) the skits for openings or
closings and also working with them on the songs. You could create your own schedule to pull this team
(formerly known as Music Arts and Drama Camp) together. I have the skits, but you can be creative too!

e A snack director to come up with a themed snack each day, and collaborate with me on decorating Malone
Hall the days before VBS. Snack suggestions are included in our kit! We can use them, or you can be
creative!

e Music Leader for opening and closing each day. Can work alongside the drama coach to encourage youth
to participate with songs and learn the motions to encourage our little ones to sing and dance along! I
would like to showcase a song or 2 at the 8:00 and 10:30 services the Sunday before or after VBS this year

o A Bible Adventures Director decorates and pulls together all of the necessary items for all 4 days of Bible
Adventures (in Children’s Chapel). Will also be in charge of decorating and doing changes for each day of
Bible Adventures. Most decorations we already have, it is just coordinating and setting up for each day.
This station also needs an assistant some days to dress as a character or be a helping hand for Father Thack.

e A Sticky Scripture is a video-led station that helps the kids learn the Bible verse each day. It is usually held
in Malone Hall when we are not having snack. The kids have little booklets and get a figurine each day that
goes along with the theme and Bible Verse of the Day.

e A Nursery Worker who will help with the little ones (ages 2 and under) in the Preschool from 8:30-12pm.

e We also need group leaders to walk around with the kids, week of (we try for 1 adult per group with
2-3 middle and high school assistants) and will be leading small groups too. I will provide all information
to group leaders well in advance if I have volunteer sign ups!

We will have a Volunteer meeting scheduled soon! If you are interested in possibly serving for one of these
needs, please let me know! I will be happy to give you more details and share curriculum, etc. with you!

Please pray about taking on one of these stations (you can even take on a station with others) to minister to our
little ones! It’s a busy and exhausting, but wonderful week and I think we can make this one the best VBS yet,
together!

Our VBS is June 29- July 2, 9am-12pm this year, and our set up days will be June 22-26.
1 Corinthians 3:9: For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.

God’s Peace,
Elizabeth Faust
251-626-2774

stpaulspreschooldaphne@gmail.com



News from the Howard Wilson Life Center

Hello again my friends: As some of you may know, we have recently been battling a water leak in one of the
underground pipes at the Life Center. We are losing about 3 gallons of water per minute out this leak, so it is
pretty substantial.

Yesterday we had American Leak Detection company, from Cantonment FL faais
come to give us their expertise. It was very interesting watching Zach do his
work. He had this little box with various dials and gauges on it, a pair of
headphones attached to it, along with a long thin iron rod that he stuck in the
ground at various points, while he put on the headphones, fiddled with the
dials and listened. That went on for some time with little success. Next he
wheeled out a heavy bottle of compressed air and hooked it up to one of the
water valves in the kitchen of the Life Center. How he knew to hook it up to
this particular one I don't know, but he blew compressed air through that
valve; you can see the results in the attached picture. We are looking forward
to having them back to fix the leak in the near future.

In other news, the Exceptional Foundation had their Spring Break last week, :
April 13-16.  We used this interval to repair various light fixtures around the =
campus. Still to be completed (Thursday, hopefully) is one of the large street &=
light type fixtures just outside the front door of the Life Center. It will take a bucket truck to get to it.

Don't forget the parish breakfast, sponsored by the St. Paul's Men's Club, is coming up a week from this
Sunday, May 3rd, beginning after the 8 AM service. This is always a fun and delicious event, and a chance to
share fellowship with our parishioners. I hope you will all come out and enjoy the eggs, sausage/bacon, grits,
fruit and biscuits!

Also, don't forget our monthly bingo sessions, another very fun event! Upcoming dates include Friday,
May 22nd, June 26th and July 24th. Proceeds go to help retire the debt on the Howard Wilson Life Center.
Hope to see you there!

Until the next issue, David Kielek

Financial Report

April -To-Date: Year-To-Date
Income: $75,235.34 $344,648.21
Expenses: $90,581.10 $367,315.82
Net : (-15,345.76) (-22,667.61)

Thank you for your generous support of St. Paul’s Ministries!




SUNDAYS

9:15AM IN THE maY 11" 2026
UNDERGROUND

5TH- TWELFTH GRADE

**WE WILL NOT MEET MAY 3RD AND MAY 31ST
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We are so excited to celebrate our graduating High School and College seniors soon! ¢
If you have a senior this year, please reach out to me so we can make sure they are ¢
recognized and celebrated on Senior Day. Feel free to text me with their name and any ¥
details you’d like to share (251) 300- 9289 or reach me at hali.everette(@gmail.com

L eLeleeeeeeseedd

v
v
v
v
v
v

PP PP PP PP PP PP Y P PP PP PV PP Y Y I Yy Y Yy yYyvYyy


mailto:hali.everette@gmail.com

PENTECOST PARISH PICNIC

. AT CAMP BECKWITH

Ei MAY 24TH

u

: WE WILL HAVE ONE SERVICE ON

Ei SUNDAY, MAY 24TH

- AT 10:00 A.M.

: AT CAMP BECKWITH!

"

: THE PARISH PICNIC WILL IMMEDIATELY
: FOLLOW THE SERVICE

u

"

Ei Our WONDERFUL St. Paul's Men's Group
- will be serving Hamburgers and Hotdogs!!!

= Please bring a dessert or side to share with everyone!
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HI Call the office or sign-up on the
Ei sheet in the Narthex to RSVP!
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A SEDER thank you ...

Thank you so much to everyone who was part of St. Paul’s SEDER!

What a night it was as we remembered GOD’s faithfulness to us, His people, from Old to New
Testament, through liberation, redemption, and salvation, to at last bestowing His greatest gift
- His risen SON ... ALLELUIA! Christ is risen! The LORD is risen indeed! ALLELUIA!

Thanks to all who came, prayed, learned, ate, sang and made community ... isn’t it fun to be
part of the living Body of Christ?!

Thanks to those who gave — in little or BIG ways — by praying, planning, preparation and
serving, to bringing tables and chairs from Wilson Life Center, to setting those tables, printing
name tags, cutting cloth head scarves, making matzoh, growing mint to make jelly, parsley to
dip or boiling eggs, tossing salad, baking potatoes or lamb, slicing, dicing, chopping to make the
salad, maror and haroseth, ‘hopper-ing’, reading, singing, lighting candles, squeezing notes out
of an accordion, hunting for hidden Afikomen - then at last cleaning up! What a team - thanks!

It began with “an ask” from Thack and Terri ... a prayer, a yes ... then JESUS put us all
together ... because it certainly took many hands, feet, voices and servant hearts to offer this
SEDER to over 100 folks — old and young — THANK YOU one and all!

ThackTerriChristopherRebeccaTim CindyDavedJanetdennifer WillJeffrieRobertJamieMikeSueAnn
JulieMichaelJoanJosephHopeLeeBeverlyMikeBeckyMarkCindyBobKenLindaPhyllisShelbyJudy
DoloresDonnadaniceDavidEdithAlastairGayeJudithHaliJuliaVivianKathrynMargaret
...those named and unnamed who shared together!

THANKS!

Shalom - Linda

A ’ S —

St. Paul’s Choir
I am so very thankful for all the hard work
the choir, and everyone else put into making
beautiful music holy week. Thank you for
sharing your gifts so generously. Your s
ministry is truly a blessing to our churchfy
community. We are grateful for all that you

do.

Christopher Conger




VIEW OUR
CHURCH

DIRECTORY

ON YOUR MOBILE
DEVICE!

FREE App for iPhone, iPad
& Android

Our church directory is a great resource tool
that allows you to get to know our church
family better!

Simply go to the App Store, search for
Instant Church Directory and download
the FREE app to begin.

Enter your email listed in the directory, and

click "Send Secure Sign-In Link." Check your

email, and click the "Log in to Instant Church
Directory” button.

If you’re not listed in the directory, OR if you
have trouble logging into the app, please
contact the church office.

itable on the




THE THRIFT SHOP’S STAFF SPOTLIGHT

This month, we are pleased to highlight Maureen Daniels in the Staff
Spotlight. Originally from Illinois, Maureen relocated to Baldwin County
two years ago following the passing of her husband, choosing to be closer
to her adult children and grandchildren. She now calls Robertsdale home.

Maureen is the proud mother of a son and daughter, grandmother to four,
and devoted owner of a one-year-old Mini Australian Shepherd named
Jocie. Throughout her life, she has embraced many roles, including
homemaker, restaurant manager, and volunteer. Today, she serves as a
valued member of our team, working four days a week as a cashier at the
Thrift Shop.

In her free time, Maureen enjoys gardening, thrifting and decorating and she especially cherishes moments
with her youngest grandchildren.

When asked about her experience, Maureen shared that the customers and volunteers make her time here truly
special. She fondly compares the atmosphere to “Cheers,” saying; “I love working where everyone knows your
name and is happy to be here.

St. Paul’s
THRIFT SHO

needs a

PART-TIME SHOP ASSISTANT

Yl ||| d, B
k'-_!m to help move heavy furniture, e i
Call Kathy Mallory

ﬁ unload the cars of donors at the Thrift Shop
or stop by the shop

and process donations. for more information.

&%

<

% Competitive pay. | Y Great Working Environment. 251-626-61 02
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ST. PAUL’S SERVICES:

Sunday
Holy Eucharist, Rite I

8:00 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite IT
10:30 am

Monday-Saturday
Morning Prayer
8:05 am
Live Streamed only on
St. Paul’s Facebook page

Wednesday
Healing Service with

The Holy Eucharist
NOON

Church Services are live-streamed
on our Facebook Page

Church Office Hours

Monday-Thursday:
8:00 am -- 4:30 pm
Friday:

8:00 am -- 11:30 am

St. Paul's Thrift Shop
Tuesday - Friday
9:00 am -- 3:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 -- 3:00 pm

Donations Accepted:
Thursday - Friday
9:00 am -- 3:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am -- 3:00 pm
251-626-6102

St. Paul's Preschool
251-626-2774

BIBLE STUDIES

Tuesday
Men'’s Bible Study

7:00 am
ZOOM Meeting only

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

Malone Hall
10:30 am

Great Wednesday
6:00 pm
Malone Hall

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Adult
9:15am
in Conference Room A
Youth
9:15am
6th - 12th Grades
in the Underground

Sunday Children’s
Chapel
8 a.m. and 10:30 am
in Children’s Chapel
K-5th Grades

St. Paul’s Vestry
2026-2028

Terms Ending
December 31, 2026
Joe Cook, Jr. Warden
Judi Gulledge
Liston Jones
Boyd Miller

December 31, 2027
Richard Foster
Donna Nolte
Marty Ollinger
John Sharp

December 31, 2028
Robert Jernigan
Elizabeth Thomason
Mike Turnipseed
Tom Walker, Sr. Warden
Martha Lathan
Clerk of the Vestry

Mike Sirmon
Treasurer

Michael Quinn
Finance Committee

Clergy
The Rev. Thack H. Dyson

Rector
The Rev. Judith Comer
Priest Associate
The Rev. S. Albert Kennington
Priest Associate

Church Website

www.stpaulseasternshore.com

Email Address

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com

Facebook Page

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

Phone

251-626-2421
Church App

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
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Praver Requests

Immediate Prayer Requests:

Jim Blackwell, Christopher Blackwell, Ben Clark, Jennifer Conner, Deanna Cook, Tom Davidson,
Wayne Davis, Sara DeWitt, Mary Jordan Dukes, Patrick Foster, Gentry Garrett, Laura Ann Gibson,
Brooks Gordon,Toni Gray, Catherine Greenslade, Leslie Greer, Linda Hamilton, Ed Harris, Marilyn Harris,
Kelsey Henderson, Sharon Hoiles, Scott Hollingsworth, Dave Johnson, Leslie Johnson, Susan Johnson,
Dennis Kiehna, Thomas Kielek, Doug Kinney, Tracie Knight, Beverly Koepp, Frank Kotarba, Pat Lieb,
Kay Loftin, Tom Marick, Donelle McBride, Sharon McClendon, Bob McKnight, Marcie Morrow,
Dorothy Moore, Linda Organic, Harry Davidson Poole, Bob Powell, Judy Reeves, Kem Rutledge,
Julie Schiffner, David Robert Scott, Phyllis Dillow Schneider, Stephen Schneider, Nick Shoultz,
Fran Siemssen, Tim Smith, Mimi Stephens, Avos Stickney, Cleighton Strickland, Mark Taylor,
Karen Thomason, David Tiefenthaler, Mary Haston Vest, Julia Warren, Katherine Weaver, Brandon Webb

Ongoing Prayer Requests:

Betty Borroni, Dakota Burchett, Pat Cannon, Janice Clifford, Jim Clifford, Jennifer Conner, Joe Cook, Sr.,
Faith Cornett, Margie Cowart, Suzanne Damour, Nancy Dziubakowski, Sylvia Forbes, Dee Grantham,
Terri Hare, Eddie Hill, Susan Hill, Jossie Hurst, Shannon Kern, Alexander Kielek, Neil Magruder,
Angela Mason, Buddy Morrow, Bo Nichols, Sonny Nichols, Sam Pace, Mary Pace, Sara Patton, Janet Penry,
Mary Rudolf, Marilyn Russell, Jesse Rutherford, Larry Rutherford, Stephanie Sanchez, Terry Sandlin,
Pat Schlimmer, Marie Schreiner, Cathy Slagle, Ken & Genette Stephens, Vicki Thompson, Anna & Bill Waid,
Ken Wallis, Bob & Beth Wickwire, Andy Wilson, Kern & Mary Wilson

For the Departed: Raldon Leininger, Joe Trammell

For Those Serving in the Military:

Bradley Billingsley, Graham B’Wade, Ryan Bowman, James Cassebaum, Matthew Cheatham,
Chase Clark, Jackson Deaton, Josh Dedrickson, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm, Steven Grey,
Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry, Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, Jake Jerome, Matt Jones,
Harrison Key, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard, Jackson May, Bryan Quinn, Holden Quinn, Madie Quinn,
Neil Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Michael Strohlein, Dan Strohlein, Aiden Walker, Brad Yonkers

For Those with Birthdays:

May 1-31:

01) Henry Crawford, Bob McKnight, (02) Brett Nestande, (03) William Hewston, (04) Allison Hamilton,
Leah Hamilton, (05) Ben Clark, Erik Wilson, (06) Vivian Silliman, (08) Mary Claire McTaggart,
Joseph Brooks, (10) Stephanie Akins, (11) Jim Lonnergan, (12) David Nicolson, (13) Doug Stephens,
(15) Karen Collier, Julie Evans, Chloe Dasinger, (16) Houser Rigdon, (17) Judy Ollinger, (19) John Mullins,
Daniel James, (20) John Spencer, (21) Lura Kauffman, Rebecca Burgess, (22) Charleen Cabaniss,
Sue Cody, (23) Barbara Farmer, Margaret Evans, Jeffrie Morgan, Lauren Godwin, Laurel Lapeyrouse,
(25) Anne Collins Daniel, (26) Dale Miley, Sally Wilson, (28) Ed Herrington, Caroline Ernest, (29) Rupert
Willard, Jr., (30) Pug Chapman, Liam Lapeyrouse, (31) Janet Brown

Please let the office know of any names to be added or removed from the Prayer List.
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector
The Rev. Judith W. Comer, Priest Associate
The Rev. S. Albert Kennington, Priest Associate
Elizabeth Faust, Christian Education & Preschool Administrator
Hali Everette, Youth Leader

David Kielek, Howard Wilson Life Center Sexton
Christopher Conger, Church Musician & Choirmaster
Joan McKnight and Donna Brown, Staff Assistants

Terri McMillan, Administrative Assistant

Office Hours 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
8:00 a.m. — 11:30a.m. (Friday)

Church Telephone: 251-626-2421 Fax: 251-626-2456
E-mail: officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

Preschool Phone: 251-626-2774
Thrift Shop Telephone: 251-626-6102
Church App: https:/ /tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
Website: www.stpaulseasternshore.com

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , and share God with love and acceptance for all.




