
  

The Tentmaker 

October 1, 2025 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Daphne, Alabama   

Message From Thack 

The Gift of Growing Older 

I turned 70 this year. I suppose that officially makes me “old”—though I confess, I don’t feel it. 

For 20 years I’ve been eligible for the AARP discount at restaurants, hotels, and movie theaters, 

yet I never once thought of myself as old. Somehow the two didn’t seem related. 

But now, with the big 7-0 behind me, I’ve realized something important: aging isn’t about what we 

lose—it’s about what we gain. Each new stage of life, even those that arrive with creaky knees, 

new prescriptions, or an ever-growing stack of birthday cards from AARP itself, brings with it 

fresh opportunities. 

When I was younger, I thought of transitions as hurdles—graduations, new jobs, and new places to 

live. But looking back, I see that each stage was really a doorway into new possibilities. Aging is 

no different. Yes, we may move a little slower, or need brighter light to read the Prayer Book, but 

we also gain wisdom, perspective, and, best of all, a growing ability to laugh at ourselves. 

The truth is, I am standing on the threshold of a couple of significant transitions over the next two 

years. Both will shape my life in profound ways. Yet I do not anticipate them with dread. Instead, I 

face them with cautious optimism, trusting that God still has big plans for me. If the past has 

taught me anything, it is that God is faithful in every season, and each new chapter—no matter 

how unexpected—can be filled with His grace. 

The Book of Proverbs reminds us that “Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous 

life” (Proverbs 16:31). What the world may see as a mark of age, Scripture sees as a blessing—

evidence of God’s faithfulness across the years and a visible sign of a life well lived. 

When you examine it closely, life with God has never been about standing still. From Abraham 

and Sarah in their twilight years, to ancient Simeon and Anna who greeted the infant Christ in the 

Temple, Scripture reminds us that God delights in working through people at every stage of life. 

No one ever really “ages out” of being useful in the Kingdom. 

So, I’ve decided to embrace this next chapter with gratitude. To this end I will laugh at the quirks 

of aging (because humor, like grace, is good medicine). I will be curious about what God still has 

in store. And I will be mindful of the fact that every gray hair, every wrinkle, and every step              

forward is a promise that God isn’t done with me yet. 

                                                Continued on page 2 
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SEPTEMBER 27, 2025  FINANCIAL  REPORT 

Parish Finances at a glance: 

SEPTEMBER TO-DATE INCOME:   $64,470.41 

SEPTEMBER TO-DATE  EXPENSES:  $89,146.74 

DIFFERENCE:  (-$24.676.33) 

 

As we grow older together, let’s live not with regret for what is behind us, but with hope for what 

lies ahead. Each season of life—yes, even this one—brims with promise and possibility. And           

besides, if aging means getting a discount at your favorite coffee shop, I say, let’s raise a cup and 

celebrate! 

     Peace, Thack 

THE DREAM CENTER OF BALDWIN COUNTY  

The Dream Center is another non-profit that St. Paul’s Thrift Shop is proud to support with our annual profit 

give-away. The Dream Center serves disadvantaged youth (ages 12-18) in Baldwin County by providing         

support through education, advocacy and mentorship - ensuring that children have access to basic physical, 

emotional and financial resources. Their goal is to prepare at risk young people for long term success by   

teaching them that life's dreams can be attained through hard work, focus and direction. The program focuses 

on diversion techniques which redirect participants away from delinquent behavior and help them improve     

interactions with peers and authority figures, in school and at home. The Dream Center partners with the  

Baldwin County Juvenile Justice system and area schools to help break the cycle of abuse, victimization and 

criminality by providing mentoring, conflict resolution training, drug and alcohol education and                       

accountability, classroom tutoring and homework assistance, financial assistance for clothing needs and           

extra-curricular activities, a food pantry, work force readiness and college application assistance. The Dream 

Center is directed by Pastor Joe Aldrete, Lead Chaplain at the Baldwin County Sheriff’s Office and Senior 

Pastor of Calvary Chapel. In April, 2025, a ground breaking ceremony was held at Calvary Chapel on           

County Rd. 24 for the new, permanent Dream Center of Baldwin County. For more information about this 

great program, check out their Facebook page or their website: The Dream Center of Baldwin County. 
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You are invited to 

St. Paul's  

October  Parish Breakfast 
Sunday, October 5th 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING  

THE 8:00 A.M. SERVICE 

in the Howard Wilson Life Center. 

 

The breakfast is prepared for you 

by St. Paul's Men's Group. 
 

No charge for children. 
 

The Garden of Resurrection, by Liz Cobb 

Happy FALL to ALL! 

As we all get ready to select our ministries on Rally Day, October 19th, I would like you to consider becoming 

a member of our group. Our beautiful sacred Garden is located between Malone Hall and the Thrift Store.  

Currently we are a group of 15 dedicated members and would love to have you join us. We work in teams 

monthly to oversee the Garden's needs and help each other when necessary. We are responsible for preparing 

the Garden for burials/interments that are ongoing throughout the year. We meet in January to gather together 

to discuss our progress the prior year and our goals for the upcoming year. We have added 2 workdays, one in 

the Spring and one in the Fall. Our next workday will be Saturday morning November 1st. If you would like 

to try us out without a commitment and enjoy getting outside and meeting new people. We would be so happy 

to have you join us. Hope to see you then. Call me anytime.  

Liz Cobb 

205-657-6457 

lizgriffinhome@gmail.com 

St Paul's Gard of  the 

Resurrection 
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SOCKtober … a ministry of Daughters of the King 

DOK is once again excited to invite you to join in our “SOCKtober” ministry!  

Fall is not the time for cold feet … so bring SOCKS – new or clean “gently used” - for all sizes of 

‘soles’ - men, women, children (toddler to teen) - during the month of October. 

 

We will give socks to “homeless souls” through the Clothesline Ministry at St John’s in Mobile, 

Baldwin Family Village, Family Promise, St. Paul’s Thrift Shop, Veterans Home  and so many 

others!!   

 

This is a “SOUL to SOLE” ministry … so please bring socks to warm the feet of those in need!   

Baskets and a collection rack, located in the Narthex (aka Lobby) of Church, will receive socks 

every time you come to Church throughout the month of OCTOBER!  

 

Bless you, as through this ministry we can bless others! 

Thank you from Julian of Norwich St. Paul’s Chapter of the Daughters of the King. 

Individual 

Ticket 

$50.00 

Couples 

Ticket 

$75.00 

Link to Register:  https://exceptionalevent.swell.gives/ 
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SPAGHETTI DINNER and BINGO …  

Come join the fun in the  

Howard Wilson Life Center  

at St. Paul’s 

Friday, October 24th  

beginning at 5:45 pm  

with delicious spaghetti dinner 

followed by 11 games of exciting BINGO 

fun … food … fellowship …  and cash prizes! 

                                                                                           Supporting the ministries of St. Paul’s. 

 

COFFEE HOUR AT THE THRIFT SHOP  

Thanks to all who came to the Thrift Shop for coffee and treats 

this past Sunday, Sept. 28th. We were excited to show off the shop 

and our great new fall merchandise so we hope you enjoyed 

browsing and shopping as much as we enjoyed having you! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 

October 5th   Parish Breakfast  Following the 8:00 a.m. Service (Howard Wilson Center) 

   Blessing of the Animals  4:00 p.m. (Courtyard)  

October 19th  Rally Day -   One service at 10:00 a.m.. (CHURCH) 

   Rally Day Picnic  Following 10:00 a.m. Service  (Howard Wilson Center) 

October 24th  Bingo/Spaghetti Dinner  5:45 pm  (Howard Wilson Center) 

October 26th  Trunk or Treat   3-5:00 p.m.  (Youth Room Parking Lot) 

   Harp Concert   3:00 p.m. (Church) 

November 1st  All Saints’ Day Service  9:00 a.m. (Church) 

November 2nd  Parish Breakfast  Following the 8:00 a.m. Service (Howard Wilson Center) 

   All Saints’ Choral Evensong 5:00 p.m. (Church) 

November 3rd  All Souls’ Day Taize Service 6:00 p.m. (Narthex) 

November 9th  First Communion Class   9:15 a.m. (Church) 

November 15th  First Communion Class  9:00 a.m. (Malone Hall) 

November 16th  First Communion  10:30 a.m. (Church) 

   Annual Meeting   9:00 a.m. (Malone Hall) 

November 22  PorkFest   10:00 a.m. - Noon (Howard Wilson Center parking area) 

November 26th  Thanksgiving Eve Service 6:00 p.m. (Church) 

November 27th  Thanksgiving Holiday  Parish Office Closed 

November 28th  Thanksgiving Holiday  Parish Office Closed 

November 30th  First Sunday of Advent  Rite 1 Both Services and Lighting of Advent Wreath 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 

IS  FOR ALL AGES 

 

 

• Sunday Bible Study — 9:15 AM 
We’d love to see you there! It’s a time to reset, read 

God’s Word, and talk about how it actually connects to 

our everyday lives. It’s not a lecture, it’s a chance to 

ask questions, share thoughts, and grow together. 

• Come for the community, stay for the conversation. 

See you Sunday at 9:15! 

• Wednesday Night Fellowship — 5:30–6:30 PM 
Midweek can be tough, so take an hour to recharge. 

Wednesday nights are all about good food, laughs, and 

being together. We hang out, encourage each other, and 

grow in faith side by side. 

• It’s the perfect reset before the rest of the week. 

Come join us Wednesday at 5:30! 

Youth Group 

is  

6th-12th Grades 
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PICNIC SIGN-UP SHEETS WILL BE 

IN THE NARTHEX. 

PLEASE SIGN UP SO THAT WE HAVE A HEADCOUNT FOR THE MEAL. 
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For the Right Use of God’s Gifts 

BCP, p827 

 

Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess: Grant us grace that we may 

honor you with our substance, and, remembering the account which we must one day give, may 

be faithful stewards of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Every Sunday we proclaim our belief in the words of the Nicene Creed, “We believe in one God, the Father, 

the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.” The creed goes on to say, “Through 

him all things were made.” 

 

Stating – and believing – this creed puts on all of us a responsibility to take care of everything God has given 

us by his loving hand. That is everything: the flora, fauna, the earth itself, and our fellow humans. Sometimes 

it’s easier to throw that plastic bottle into the garbage, where it will end up in a landfill, rather than put it in the 

recycle bin. (Or better still, avoid the plastic bottle altogether!) Sometimes it’s easier to ignore the public             

notice about a new development that will destroy acres of trees rather than attend a public meeting and            

respectfully voice concern. And sometimes it’s much easier to avoid a beggar on the corner of the highway, 

who will likely be sleeping on a bench tonight, than to roll down the window and give him or her a bag of 

food, or a couple of dollars. 

 

No, throwing one plastic bottle in the trash will not solve the problem of larger and larger garbage dumps. No, 

attending the public meeting probably won’t stop the new development. No, giving the beggar a bag of food 

or a few dollars will not solve his or her problems. So why bother? 

 

Bother, because we believe that everything is from God. Everything is sacred. The current Great Wednesday 

sessions are based on an uplifting book by Barbara Brown Taylor, The Altar in the World: A Geography of 

Faith, where, in gentle and beautiful prose, she encourages us to hold everything sacred. 

 

Let us all practice the words of our belief by paying attention to those things we can do to reverence God’s 

creation, that is, everything. 

Vivian Silliman 
 

St. Paul’s Choir, by Christopher Conger 

 

St. Paul’s Choir continues to do well, and we are deeply grateful for the dedication of both our longtime  

members and our newest singers. Their time, commitment, and love for music enrich our community week 

after week. 
 

We are looking forward to presenting Taizé Prayer and Choral Evensong as we approach All Saints Day. 

These services will provide a beautiful opportunity for reflection, worship, and music. 
 

This month also brings several excellent organ recitals in our area: 

 

• Dr. Josh Coble – Christ Church Cathedral, Mobile Sunday, October 12 at 5:00 p.m. Program includes 

works by Alain, Bach, Duruflé, Shearing, and Widor. 

 

• Caroline Robinson – St. James Episcopal, Fairhope Thursday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Subject:  Send me to prison! 

Dear, St Paul's 

That's right.  You can help send me to prison.  On October 23rd, I will be joining a team from Kairos Prison 

Ministry to go into GK Fountain Correctional Facility in Atmore, Alabama for a 4 day weekend retreat where 

we will carry the light of the gospel into the prison and minister to 42 inmates by sharing the message of           

redemption and friendship with God.  Over the weekend we will share God's love in real and tangible ways 

through fellowship over meals, homemade cookies, art work, singing, talks, prayers, and group discussions. 

I am excited about what God will do through this team.  You can be a part of this team too.  You can help in 

two real ways. 

1) Pray - we believe that prayer is the foundation for these weekends.  Only God can move in these men's 

hearts and so we want to cover the whole weekend with the prayers of our friends and family.  If you will be 

willing to pray for me and the team, just reply to this email and I will sign you up as a prayer partner. 

2) Send - You can help send us by supporting us financially.  We are a volunteer organization and we pay our 

own way.  Consider buying a "meal ticket" to sponsor a meal ($10/meal).  Or consider sponsoring an inmate 

for the weekend. ($250/pilgrim)  If you want to be a part of this Kairos #72 at Fountain you can donate to us 

two ways.   

Click and Give: 

Donate to Kairos Prison Ministry of          

Alabama 

 

**PLEASE DESIGNATE YOUR GIFT 

FOR FOUNTAIN** 

 

Or you can do it the old fashioned way and 

write a check.   

Make checks out to: 

Kairos Prison Ministry - Fountain 

PO Box 1004 

Daphne AL 36526 

 

Thank you for being a part of this mission 

behind the walls of the prison at GK Foun-

tain Correctional Facility. 

Charlie Harner 

678-334-1333 

Choir Tenor. 

Wanted: Kairos Cookies 
 

We need 1,000 dozen .....Yes, that is 12,000 cookies.· 

We need your help! These cookies are a tangible expression of 

Christian love for men who are often forgotten. We bring the 

cookies you bake with Love and Prayer, and they leave the 

Weekend with Jesus in their hearts and knowing they are 

loved. 
 

COOKIE GUIDELINES 

All types of HOMESMADE cookies are allowed but please no 

icing or decorate tops 

• Place 2 dozen cookies on a paper plate and seal in 1gallon zip

- lock bag. 

• Be sure cookies are totally cooled before placing them in the 

bags. 

• Make sure there is nothing else in the bags but paper plate 

and cookies. 

• You may freeze ahead if baking 3 or more days prior to . 

Weekend but be sure they are totally defrosted before placing 

them in the sturdy container used to transport. 

• Use a sturdy container to transport to Weekend or to the team 

member taking to Weekend. Cardboard boxes are ok to use. If 

using a plastic container that you want back be sure to put your 

name on it for Team Member to return to you. 
 

Give to St Paul's kitchen freezer care of Charlie Harner by 

OCT 21 2025. 
 

Charlie Harner 

678-334-1333 

Choir Tenor. 
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Prayer Requests 

 

Immediate Prayer Requests:  

Stephanie Barksdale, Townsend Bessonen, Ray and Rosemary Bing, Christopher Blackwell, Kit Caffey, 

Fletcher & Judith Comer,  Deanna Cook, Linda Crissy, Wayne Davis, Lillian Deason, Sara DeWitt,           
Reid Dyson, Curran Foose, Jr., Richard and Patrick Foster, Allison Fuller, Laura Ann Gibson,                 

Jim Gordon, Toni Gray, Mary Green, Catherine Greenslade, Leslie Greer, Stewart Hampton,                 
Marian Harris, Jessica Head, Kelsey Henderson, Sharon Hoiles, Linn Hyde, Dave Johnson,                  
Leslie Johnson, Phil Kelley, Doug Kinney, Tracie Knight, Beverly and Mike Koepp, Kay Loftin, 

Donelle McBride, Freda McDonald, Herb McDonald, Bob McKnight, Marcie Morrow, Dorothy Moore, 
Lisa Nash, Josh Plotniak, Bob Powell, Judy Reeves, Jerry Richardson, Kem Rutledge, Phyllis Schneider,                  

Marie Schreiner, Nick Shoultz, Fran Siemssen, Tim Smith, Diana Spillman, Lee Stassen, Mark Taylor, 
Karen Thomason, Tim Turpen, Mary-Haston Vest, Julia Warren,  Katherine Weaver, Andy Wilson, 

Coleman Wood 

 

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 

Marty Adams, Allison Badurak, Jim Blackwell, Betty Borroni, Dakota Burchett, Pat Cannon,                       
Janice Clifford, Jim Clifford, Joe Cook, Sr., Faith Cornett, Diana Costlow, Mark Costlow, Jim Council, 

Margie Cowart, Suzanne Damour, Nancy Dziubakowski,, Sylvia Forbes, Dee Grantham, Joyce Griffis, 
Terri Hare, Eddie Hill, Susan Hill,  Jossie Hurst, Shannon Kern, Alexander Kielek,                                       

Matt & Penny Kratochvil, Jim Lonnergan, Neil Magruder, Angela Mason, Lou Morgan,                          
Buddy Morrow, Bo Nichols, Sonny Nichols, Sam Pace, Mary Pace, Sara Patton, Janet Penry,                   
Mary Rudolf, Marilyn Russell, Jesse Rutherford, Larry Rutherford, Stephanie Sanchez,  Terry Sandlin, 

Pat Schlimmer, Cathy Slagle, Ken & Genette Stephens, Kay Taylor, Albert Thompson, Vicki Thompson, 
Anna & Bill Waid, Ken Wallis, Bob & Beth Wickwire, Kern & Mary Wilson,  Diane Young, Joe Young, 

Mike Young 

  

For the Departed:  Jack Vuyovich,Jr., Connor Bond, McLeod Turner, Jackie Fowler 

 

For Those Serving in the Military:  

Bradley Billingsley, Graham B’Wade, Ryan Bowman, James Cassebaum, Matthew Cheatham,                    

Chase Clark, Jackson Deaton, Josh Dedrickson, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm, Dan Eshed, 
Chris Evans, Steven Grey, Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry, Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, 
Jake Jerome, Matt Jones, Harrison Key, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard, Jackson May, Patrick Mong, 

Bryan Quinn, Holden Quinn, Madie Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Kaleb Sharpless,                       
Michael Strohlein, Dan Strohlein, Aiden Walker, Brad Yonkers 

  

For Those with Birthdays:  

October 1-31: (01) Haley Meshejian, (02) Bonnie Boll, (05) Linda Koenig, Shawn Alves,                           

Sterling McFarland, (06) Ron Reece, Sharon Mitchell, (07) Joan McKnight, Michael Taylor,                               
(09) Kathryn Wallis, Christopher Conger, (10) Janet Kucera, (11) Nancy Beck, Alyssa Mullins,                  

Jackson Mullins, Seth Mullins, (12) Emily McGirl, Jack Thompson, (14) David Green, Kelly Meshejian, 
Astrid Wetzel, (15) Bob Wakeman, Debbie Quinn, Patrick Davenport, Sarah Beth Walker,                                   

(16) Lee Williams, (17) Rachel Wallace, (18) Arthur Oken, Cooper Dalto, Jonah Delgado,                                    
(19) Cathy Slagle, John Sharp, (20) Marsha Chinal, Sylvia Forbes, (21) Court Hurst, Julie Taylor,                   
Robin Dilsaver, (24) Ray Bing, Tim Michael, (26) Arvis Leininger, Caron Richards, David Op’t Holt, 

Jeffrey Chamberlain, Donna Nolte, (27) Margot Boll, (28) Townsend Vance, Tommy Hindman,                        
(29) Becky Costlow, Charlotte Patterson 
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ST. PAUL’S   SERVICES: 
 

Sunday 

 Holy Eucharist,  Rite I 

8:00 am 
 

Holy Eucharist,  Rite II 

10:30 am 
  

 

Monday-Saturday 

Morning Prayer  

8:05 a.m. 

Live Streamed only on  

St. Paul’s Facebook page 

 

Wednesday 

Healing Service with  

The Holy Eucharist 

NOON 

 

 

Church Services are live-streamed 

on our Facebook Page 

 

_______________________  

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday:   

8:00 am -- 4:30 pm   
 

Friday: 

  8:00 am -- 11:30 am 
 

St. Paul's Thrift Shop 

Tuesday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. -- 3:00 p.m. 
 

Donations Accepted 

Thursday - Saturday 

10:00 a.m. -- 3:00 p.m. 

251-626-6102 
 

St. Paul's Preschool 

251-626-2774 

 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Vestry 

2025-2027 
 

Terms Ending 
 

 

December 31, 2025 

Michael Quinn, Sr. Warden 

Cathy Slagle 

Gaye Wilson 

Tim Michael 
 

December 31, 2026 

Joe Cook, Jr. Warden 

Judi Gulledge 

Liston Jones 

Boyd Miller 
 

December 31, 2027 

Richard Foster 

Donna Nolte 

Marty Ollinger 

John Sharp 

 ~ 

Martha Lathan  

Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Mike Sirmon 

Treasurer 
 

Clergy 

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson  

Rector 

The Rev. Judith Comer 

Priest Associate 

The Rev. S. Albert Kennington 

Priest Associate 

BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting only 
 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 

All Adults Welcome 

(Malone Hall) 

10:30 am 
 

Great Wednesday 

6:00 p.m  

Malone Hall  

 

Youth Group 

5:30-6:30 pm  

Underground 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Adult 

9:15 am 

in Conference Room A 

Youth 

9:15 am 

6th - 12th Grades 

in the Underground 
 

Sunday Children’s Chapel 

8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Church Website 

www.stpaulseasternshore.com 
 

Email Address 

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Page 

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore 
 

Phone 

251-626-2421 
 

Church App 

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 



  

St.  Paul ’s  Episcopal  Church  
28788 Nor th Main Stree t  

Daphne,  Alabama  36526  
 

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson,  Rector  

The Rev. Judith W. Comer,  Priest  Associate  

The Rev. S.  Albert  Kennington, Priest  Associate  

Elizabeth Faust ,  Christian Education & Preschool  Administrator  

Hali  Everette ,  Youth Leader  

David Kielek,  Howard Wilson Li fe  Center  Sexton  

Christopher  Conger,  Church Musician & Choirmaster  

Joan McKnight and Donna Brown, Staf f  Assi s tants  

Terr i  McMil lan,  Administrative  Assi stant  

 
Off ice  Hours  8 :00  a .m.—4:30 p .m. (Monday -Thursday)  

8:00  a .m.  —  11 :30a .m.  (Fr iday)  
 

Church Telephone:   251 -626-2421  Fax:   251 -626-2456             
E-mail :   o f f icestpaulsdaphne@gmail .com  
Facebook Page:   St .  Paul ’s  Eastern Shore  

Preschool  Phone:   251 -626-2774  
Thrif t  Shop Telephone:   251 -626-6102  

Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 

Website:  www.stpaulseasternshore.com 

 

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , and share God with love and acceptance for all. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

28788 North Main Street 

Daphne, Alabama  36526 
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