The Tentmaker

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Daphne, Alabama

May 20, 2026

Message From Thack

Yesterday during our services, we had the privilege of recognizing and celebrating our graduating seniors
from both high school and college. One by one, they stood before the congregation and shared their hopes and
dreams for the future, and heartfelt reflections about how much their families and St. Paul’s have meant to
them throughout their lives.

As I'looked across the congregation, I noticed many of you wiping away tears. Some of those tears came from
pride. Some came from gratitude. And some came from the realization that the children we once baptized,
taught in Sunday school, confirmed, and watched grow up before our very eyes are now stepping into entirely
new chapters of life. It was a holy reminder that life is always moving through seasons of transition.

Spring in the life of the Church often carries with it the sound of change. Caps and gowns appear, graduation
announcements arrive in the mail, and parents quietly and anxiously wonder how the home will be without the
presence of a child who is about to leave. This season reminds us that life is always moving, always changing,
always calling us into something new. As Ecclesiastes reminds us, “For everything there is a season.”

For our graduates, this is one of the great transitions of life. High school and college graduations mark the end
of one chapter and the uncertain beginning of another. Some of our young people will leave home for college,
others will begin careers, military service, or new vocational paths. Childhood dependence slowly gives way
to adulthood, responsibility, independence, and discovery. It is an exciting season, but it can also be
unsettling. The future often arrives like an unopened letter: full of promise, but still unknown.

Yet this transition does not belong only to graduates. Their parents are also entering a new season. For years,
life has revolved around schedules, school events, sports practices, late-night conversations, and the daily
rhythms of family life. Now comes the difficult and holy task of letting go just enough for children to grow
into the people God is calling them to become. There is joy in this season, but there is also tenderness and
adjustment. Every loving parent understands that transitions can tug at the heart.

The truth is that graduation season simply makes visible something all of us experience throughout life: we
are always moving through transitions. Illness changes us. Retirement changes us. Relationships, losses, new
opportunities, disappointments, and unexpected blessings all carry us from one season into another. Much of
life is spent learning how to navigate these changing tides with faith and courage.

In the Acts of the Apostles, the disciples found themselves in exactly such a moment. Jesus had ascended into
heaven, and the disciples stood staring upward, uncertain about what would happen next. Their teacher, guide,
and friend was no longer physically beside them. They had entered a season between what had been and what
was still to come.



What did they do in that uncertain space? They prayed. They stayed together. And they lived with hope in the
promise that God was not finished with them yet.

That may be the great lesson transitions teach us. We rarely get to see the entire road ahead. Instead, God asks
us to walk forward with trust. The graduates among us may not yet know exactly where life will lead. Parents
may wonder what this next chapter will feel like. Many others in our parish are facing transitions of their own,
some joyful and some difficult. Yet in every season, God remains faithful.

Try to remember that transitions are not simply endings. They are often the birthplace of new beginnings.

As a parish family, we celebrate our graduates with great pride and affection. We give thanks for all they have
accomplished, for the people they are becoming, and for the ways this church has helped shape their lives. We
also pray for their parents and families as they navigate this sacred season of change.

May all of us remember that even in uncertain times, God continues to lead us forward with grace, hope, and
purpose. The seasons change, but the presence of God remains steadfast through them all.

Transitions Prayer:

Gracious and loving God, we commend to your care our graduates as they step into new seasons of life, new
schools, new cities, and new beginnings. Go before them in every unfamiliar place. When they feel excited,
steady them with wisdom. When they feel lonely, surround them with your abiding presence. Remind them
that there is no road they travel where you are not already waiting for them.

Give peace also to those who remain behind: parents, grandparents, families, and friends whose hearts are
stretched by love and distance. In this holy season of transition, bind us together across every mile with your
grace, your protection, and your unending love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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SPAGHETTI DINNER and BINGO...
Come join the fun in the
Howard Wilson Life Center
beginning at 5:45 p.m.
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Daphne
the 4th Friday of each month, January - October...
Friday, May 22, June 26, July 24, August 28, September 25th and October 23rd!
Enjoy a delicious spaghetti dinner -
and then play 11 games of BINGO

All proceeds go for the support of St. Paul’s ministries.
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IlAttention St. Paul’s Parishioners and Ministry Leaders!!

Summer is quickly approaching and that means VBS will be here soon! I am in the planning phase right now
and can see that this VBS is going to need a lot of hands to make everything possible! I want to encourage you
to share your God given gifts and talents, along with our many ministries for help with oversight of each
station, and ask that you pray about helping with specific stations or tasks leading up to VBS to give us a
smoother and less hectic VBS experience.

I need specifically:

e A drama coach to help teach morning opening skits. This would include meeting maybe on Sunday
mornings, or Sunday afternoons to teach youth helpers (3rd grade-High School) the skits for openings or
closings and also working with them on the songs. You could create your own schedule to pull this team
(formerly known as Music Arts and Drama Camp) together. I have the skits, but you can be creative too!

e A snack director to come up with a themed snack each day, and collaborate with me on decorating Malone
Hall the days before VBS. Snack suggestions are included in our kit! We can use them, or you can be
creative!

e Music Leader for opening and closing each day. Can work alongside the drama coach to encourage youth
to participate with songs and learn the motions to encourage our little ones to sing and dance along! I
would like to showcase a song or 2 at the 8:00 and 10:30 services the Sunday before or after VBS this
year.

e A Bible Adventures Director decorates and pulls together all of the necessary items for all 4 days of Bible
Adventures (in Children’s Chapel). Will also be in charge of decorating and doing changes for each day of
Bible Adventures. Most decorations we already have, it is just coordinating and setting up for each day.
This station also needs an assistant some days to dress as a character or be a helping hand for Father
Thack.

o A Sticky Scripture is a video-led station that helps the kids learn the Bible verse each day. It is usually
held in Malone Hall when we are not having snack. The kids have little booklets and get a figurine each
day that goes along with the theme and Bible Verse of the Day.

e A Nursery Worker who will help with the little ones (ages 2 and under) in the Preschool from 8:30-12pm.

o We also need group leaders to walk around with the kids, week of (we try for 1 adult per group with
2-3 middle and high school assistants) and will be leading small groups too. I will provide all information
to group leaders well in advance if I have volunteer sign ups!

We will have a Volunteer meeting scheduled soon! If you are interested in possibly serving for one of these
needs, please let me know! I will be happy to give you more details and share curriculum, etc. with you!

Please pray about taking on one of these stations (you can even take on a station with others) to minister to our
little ones! It’s a busy and exhausting, but wonderful week and I think we can make this one the best VBS yet,
together!

Our VBS is June 29- July 2, 9am-12pm this year, and our set up days will be June 22-26.
1 Corinthians 3:9: For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.

God’s Peace,
Elizabeth Faust
251-626-2774
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St. Paul’s Men’s Group
We would like to welcome three new members to the Men’s Group:

Adam Harrison
Alex King
Gary Lathan

We are looking forward to the Pentecost Parish Picnic at Camp Beckwith. We will be cooking Hamburgers
and Hot Dogs and enjoying family time. Thank you to the Thrift Shop for allowing us to use the truck to
transport the grill and supplies between the church and Beckwith.

Tom Walker
St. Paul’s Men’s Group

Hi all,

I will be out of town from May 30th- June 6th. If you have any questions or need anything at all please reach
out and I will get back to you before I leave! Bible studies will return June 7th and June 10th respectively.
Thank you,

Hali

St. Paul’s Parish Choir
Greetings fellow parishioners!

Your parish choir would like to invite you to join us in singing at the May 31st service.
No commitment, nor robes, no processing; Just Singing!!!

We will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. to practice. Please consider joining us!
Just show up! Questions? See Christopher or any choir member.

We’d love to have you!!!

Financial Report

May -To-Date: Year-To-Date
Income: $94,502.30 $444,726.59
Expenses: $67,977.27 $440,356.08
Net : $26,525.03 $4,370.51

Thank you for your generous support of St. Paul’s Ministries!




The Thrift Shop’s Staff Spotlight

Meet Haley Hare, a delightful young member of our staff! A native and
lifelong resident of Spanish Fort, Haley is a graduate of SFHS and is
continuing her education at Coastal Alabama Community College while also
working at the Thrift Shop.

| When Haley is not studying or working, she enjoys reading, thrifting,
watching movies, and spending time with her family, her dog and three cats.

A member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Haley has worked at the Thrift
Shop for the past three years, assisting with processing donations, cashiering, and filling in wherever needed.

When asked what she enjoys most about working at the Thrift Shop, Haley replied, “I love giving back to my
community and helping people through our voucher program for clothing and other essentials.”

We are very proud of you, Haley, and thankful for your hard work, dedication, and caring spirit.

You are invited to
St. Paul's

JUNE PARISH BREAKFAST
Sunday, June 7th
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 8:00 A.M. SERVICE
in the Howard Wilson Life Center.
The breakfast is prepared for you
by
St. Paul's Men's Group.
No charge for children.
Parish Breakfasts are the First Sunday of Each Month.
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Education for Ministry Program Update

Education for Ministry (EfM) classes have wrapped up for another year. We have many participants moving
on to the next year of the curriculum. Congratulations to Barbara Brousseau, Meredith Portman, Robin
Dilsaver, Crystal Anderson, Sue Cody, Rhonda Jones, Melanie Davis, Gaye Wilson, and Diana Spillman for
completing Year 2 — The New Testament and Mary Mullins Reddit (St. James, Fairhope) for completing Year
1 — The Old Testament. Looking ahead to our next year, starting in August 2026, we will have room for five
additional participants. If you previously attended EfM but did not finish, we would be glad to welcome you
back! If you are ready to join the program, reach out to me, or Terri. The curriculum was recently revised,
and the reading for Year 1 — The Old Testament has been pared down. The interlude books and essays we

read this year were excellent.

For those wondering, what is EfM? 1t is a small group class that meets once a week, in the evening (usually 6
pm — 8 pm on Mondays) following a traditional school calendar for a total of 36 weeks, and for four
years. Classes are held August through May. Classes are limited to about 15 participants and are led by
mentors that have completed the four-year program. The curriculum is designed by the School of Theology
at the University of the South at Sewanee. This is not training to become a priest, but a class to explore the
Old Testament (class year 1), the New Testament (class year 2), the history of Christianity (class year 3), and
Theology (class year 4). There are year-specific assigned readings, and a few times a year, the entire class is
assigned the same reading. Discussions are about the readings, we conduct theological reflections, and we

share our faith journeys.

The class costs $350 per year. This includes class supplies provided by Sewanee, textbooks, and
workbooks. We can offer 1-2 reduced fee scholarships. We no longer bring an organized meal to share; we

have snacks available and participants are encouraged to bring their own food for supper as needed.

Here is some additional EfM background information from the Sewanee website:

EfM lives in the School of Theology at the University of the South at Sewanee. It is a unique four-year
small-group formation program based on study and practice in theological reflection. Since its founding in
1975, this international program has assisted more than 120,000 participants discover and nurture their call to
Christian service where they live, work, and play. EfM helps the faithful discover the Christian tradition,

bringing it into conversation with their experiences of the world.



Many people have been taught that one must be ordained to be a minister, but our vows at baptism say
something different: that all baptized Christians are ministers. God calls us to be active participants in
ministry. What is that ministry? As the Church, we are called to continue the ministry of Jesus. We are called
to be the hands, heart, and incarnate body of Christ in our own place through worship, reflection, in service to

others, and by the proclamation of God’s Word to all people.

The EfM program is designed to help Christians prepare for their ministry. It is that vocation for which we
pray at the end of the communion service: “And now, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to

love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.”

During the service of Confirmation, we ask God to “Renew in these your servants the covenant you made
with them at Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them.”

EfM offers an opportunity to discover how to respond to the call to a Christian life.

Thank you!
Janet Norman

1mn9210@yahoo.com or 224-515-6938
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% Congratulations to our 2026 Graduates: j
z Blaine Boone, graduating from Spanish Fort High School j
& Camille Doyle, graduating from UAB v
:" William Erickson, graduating from St. Michaels j
) Y
4 Hayleigh Hamilton, graduating from Daphne High School ¢
& Mary Claire McTaggart, graduating from Daphne High School 4
& $
N Olivia Jernigan, graduating from Fairhope High School S
& Clara-Catherine McDonald, graduating from College of Charleston v
z Brett Nestande, graduating from Auburn University j
&4 Toby Norman, graduating from Auburn University e
v Jack Thompson, graduating from Bayside Academy j
) Y
A Ford Turnipseed, graduating from Auburn University $
{\* é\'
AR R R R R R R R R R AR R R R AR R AR R R A

8


mailto:jmn9210@yahoo.com

sonig sliiAyd

uewa|o) eipne|d

aonig siiiAud

abpalnoS Ipnr

PIINS Jamojd

19 |epn AoueN

aloo\ AyjolioQ

youA youjed

S)olupuaH eqeg

3)|ON 31ZUSMON pebBbel o anen Aiep Sauor epuoyy 3)|ON Beuuo( pPIIND 1B}y
19)|eAA WOl 186ul|0 Auen uebiuiar pagoy 19)s04 pleyoly Aysap
ddaoy Aluanag sauor salojoqg uewpod Ylpalsip aon.g sijlAuyd m»ysn
Uuosiepn auelq ddaoy I SaAlY UMBYUS 10|Ae] |2ey2I m»ysn
13| epAA WO gaoH qog suayda)s bnoQ 1ayso|\ ueaQ mLysn
UoS|IAA AN ojjleg uamo dieys e 13yoieH As|3 yoiol
SUBAT epeA ojeq 18dood SueA] epep ould Ayjow| yoiol
}00¥-qa0H seonT uojiweH yea’ ueblular suljoied ould yeopN 13J19n1D
uebiular auljoie)d ould yeopN EETTEITRIETNEDRS

uojjiweH yea uojlweH uosl||y uebiuwar eIAllO suayda)s eiy 19A19S
al|sa7 As)eg 10|Ael Ay 191N pAog usM O Jnyuy s19Aeid-10}097
10]Ae] Auieg 9)|ON euuoq uojbuluuay| Haq|y uewalo4 aluuop | ainydiadg-103)097
paasdiuin] ajIN ueuwLION }auer uebiuiar yaqoy 10]Ae] Aleg asleyn
dieys uyor 9)|ON BeuuoQ uebiular aiwer AusH yip3 asleyn
uosdwis u9||y uojjiweH ybis|AeH uoSHOoe UoSAlY pieuieg JayjeaH aoleyd
aieH Apnr dieys uyor 3)|ON BuuoQg 19)S04 pleyory 19biap
INYO0€E-01 INVYO0E-0L INVY0E-01L NVO0E-0L JNIL
abpa|no 1pnr }00D aor Sauor uojsi uosewoy| yiaqezi3 Anysap
}009D aor aleH peig [9BYDIN Wi uosyoer wip m»Lysn
uosewoy)] Jen ueyje Aleg ¥3j31y piAeq UOSIAA 2ABD mRysn
ISZ}S\A PUISY ISZ}S\A PUISY yaiol
uosewoy] |ned uosewoy] |ned yosiol

pebbe| o) ewwg

2aulel] -19A19S

|[alueq suljj0oD auuy

yepbe| o eww 3

Hepbe| o\ alie|D Alepy

uosSewoy ] euuy

13J19N1D-13A13S

EEENNEENEEY 19)|eAA Uleg yeles [IeMOQ2N epul el g siakeidg-10)29]
ueyje] eyuenp 300D aor jjopny zaibayy | uosewoy] yeqezig | o4nydiids-103297]
uosewoy] yjaqez3 pebbe| o Wil akey| yiaqezi|3 1SINH ¥No) aoleyd
|21ueq siaeq Hebbe| o yea uosewoy] nen UBWSXBAA qog aoleyd
uoSHo1g Beull 1SINH uesng uosHoug eul] 1SINH uesng 1abiap

INV8 INV8 INV8 INV8 JNIL
920¢/82/9 9202/L2/9 9¢02/¥L/9 9202/./9 31va

9¢0¢ ANNCr




Praver Requests

Immediate Prayer Requests:

Bobby Acosta, Christopher Blackwell, Hunter Childs, Ben Clark, Jennifer Conner, Deanna Cook,
Faith Cornett, Tom Davidson, Wayne Davis, Sara DeWitt, Mary Jordan Dukes, Patrick Foster,
Gentry Garrett, Laura Ann Gibson, Brooks Gordon, Toni Gray, Catherine Greenslade, Leslie Greer,
Jim Gulledge, Linda Hamilton, Ed Harris, Marilyn Harris, Kelsey Henderson, Sharon Hoiles,
Shari Hyde, Dave Johnson, Leslie Johnson, Susan Johnson, Dennis Kiehna, Thomas Kielek,
Doug Kinney, Tracie Knight, Beverly Koepp, Frank Kotarba, Pat Lieb, Kay Loftin, Donelle McBride,
Sharon McClendon, Bob McKnight, Jeffrie Morgan, Marcie Morrow, Dorothy Moore, Linda Organic,
Harry Davidson Poole, Bob Powell, Judy Reeves, Caron Richards, Gayle Robinson, Bobbi Sue Ross,
Kem Rutledge, Julie Schiffner, David Robert Scott, Phyllis Dillow Schneider, Stephen Schneider,
Judson Sherrell, Nick Shoultz, Fran Siemssen, Becky Simpson, Tim Smith, Mimi Stephens,
Avos Stickney, Cleighton Strickland, Mark Taylor, Karen Thomason, David Tiefenthaler,
Mary Haston Vest, Julia Warren, Katherine Weaver, Brandon Webb

Ongoing Prayer Requests:

Christopher Blackwell, Betty Borroni, Dakota Burchett, Pat Cannon, Janice Clifford, Jim Clifford,
Jennifer Conner, Margie Cowart, Suzanne Damour, Nancy Dziubakowski,, Sylvia Forbes,
Dee Grantham, Terri Hare, Eddie Hill, Susan Hill, Jossie Hurst, Shannon Kern, Alexander Kielek,
Neil Magruder, Angela Mason, Buddy Morrow, Bo Nichols, Sonny Nichols, Sam Pace, Mary Pace,
Sara Patton, Janet Penry, Mary Rudolf, Marilyn Russell, Jesse Rutherford, Larry Rutherford,
Stephanie  Sanchez, Terry Sandlin, Pat Schlimmer, Marie Schreiner, Cathy Slagle,
Ken & Genette Stephens, Vicki Thompson, Anna & Bill Waid, Ken Wallis, Bob & Beth Wickwire,
Andy Wilson, Kern & Mary Wilson

For the Departed: John Harrell Jacobi

For Those Serving in the Military:

Bradley Billingsley, Graham B’Wade, Ryan Bowman, James Cassebaum, Matthew Cheatham,
Chase Clark, Jackson Deaton, Josh Dedrickson, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm, Steven Grey,
Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry, Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, Jake Jerome, Matt Jones,
Harrison Key, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard, Jackson May, Bryan Quinn, Holden Quinn, Madie
Quinn, Neil Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Michael Strohlein, Dan Strohlein, Aiden Walker,
Brad Yonkers

For Those with Birthdays:

May 1-31:

01) Henry Crawford, Bob McKnight, (02) Brett Nestande, (03) William Hewston, (04) Allison Hamilton,
Leah Hamilton, (05) Ben Clark, Erik Wilson, (06) Vivian Silliman, (08) Mary Claire McTaggart,
Joseph Brooks, (10) Stephanie Akins, (11) Jim Lonnergan, (12) David Nicolson, (13) Doug Stephens,
(15) Karen Collier, Julie Evans, Chloe Dasinger, (16) Houser Rigdon, (17) Judy Ollinger, (19) John Mullins,
Daniel James, (20) John Spencer, (21) Lura Kauffman, Rebecca Burgess, (22) Charleen Cabaniss,
Sue Cody, (23) Barbara Farmer, Margaret Evans, Jeffrie Morgan, Lauren Godwin, Laurel Lapeyrouse,
(25) Anne Collins Daniel, (26) Dale Miley, Sally Wilson, (28) Ed Herrington, Caroline Ernest,
(29) Rupert Willard, Jr., (30) Pug Chapman, Liam Lapeyrouse, (31) Janet Brown

Please let the office know of any names to be added or removed from the Prayer List.
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ST. PAUL’S SERVICES:

Sunday
Holy Eucharist, Rite I

8:00 am

Holy Eucharist, Rite IT
10:30 am

Monday-Saturday
Morning Prayer
8:05 am
Live Streamed only on
St. Paul’s Facebook page

Wednesday
Healing Service with

The Holy Eucharist
NOON

Church Services are live-streamed
on our Facebook Page

Church Office Hours

Monday-Thursday:
8:00 am -- 4:30 pm
Friday:

8:00 am -- 11:30 am

St. Paul's Thrift Shop
Tuesday - Friday
9:00 am -- 3:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 -- 3:00 pm

Donations Accepted:
Thursday - Friday
9:00 am -- 3:00 pm

Saturday
10:00 am -- 3:00 pm
251-626-6102

St. Paul's Preschool
251-626-2774

BIBLE STUDIES

Tuesday
Men'’s Bible Study

7:00 am
ZOOM Meeting only

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study

Malone Hall
10:30 am

Great Wednesday
6:00 pm
Malone Hall

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Adult
9:15am
in Conference Room A
Youth
9:15am
6th - 12th Grades
in the Underground

Sunday Children’s
Chapel
8 a.m. and 10:30 am
in Children’s Chapel
K-5th Grades

St. Paul’s Vestry
2026-2028

Terms Ending
December 31, 2026
Joe Cook, Jr. Warden
Judi Gulledge
Liston Jones
Boyd Miller

December 31, 2027
Richard Foster
Donna Nolte
Marty Ollinger
John Sharp

December 31, 2028
Robert Jernigan
Elizabeth Thomason
Mike Turnipseed
Tom Walker, Sr. Warden
Martha Lathan
Clerk of the Vestry

Mike Sirmon
Treasurer

Michael Quinn
Finance Committee

Clergy
The Rev. Thack H. Dyson

Rector
The Rev. Judith Comer
Priest Associate
The Rev. S. Albert Kennington
Priest Associate

Church Website

www.stpaulseasternshore.com

Email Address

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com

Facebook Page

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

Phone

251-626-2421
Church App

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526

The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector
The Rev. Judith W. Comer, Priest Associate
The Rev. S. Albert Kennington, Priest Associate
Elizabeth Faust, Christian Education & Preschool Administrator
Hali Everette, Youth Leader

David Kielek, Howard Wilson Life Center Sexton
Christopher Conger, Church Musician & Choirmaster
Joan McKnight and Donna Brown, Staff Assistants

Terri McMillan, Administrative Assistant

Office Hours 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
8:00 a.m. — 11:30a.m. (Friday)

Church Telephone: 251-626-2421 Fax: 251-626-2456
E-mail: officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

Preschool Phone: 251-626-2774
Thrift Shop Telephone: 251-626-6102
Church App: https:/ /tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
Website: www.stpaulseasternshore.com

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , and share God with love and acceptance for all.




