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Message from Thack
It’s 6:30 Sunday morning. You are seated by your Amish fake fireplace snuggled up in a warm
blanket, relishing the quiet. Before long, the rest of the family will be awake, and you will have a choice to
make:
Do we get dressed to go to church?
Do we livestream the service on Facebook at home?
Do we view the service later?
Or, do we skip it altogether and watch “Meet the Press?”
Some of these options have emerged over the last thirteen months or so, thanks to the global
pandemic. Worship at home on Facebook for so many months has disrupted our traditional rhythms.
In Baldwin County, Covid-19 cases are flat with a low positivity rate of only .097%. County-wide,
K-12 students are back in class, and churches are allowed to meet in person. Still, many precautions are in
place. Some churches require pre-registration, and some like St. Paul’s still require masks and hand sanitizer.
Most have chairs spaced apart or pews blocked off to ensure social distancing. Some won’t let you sing.
During the stay-at-home order, St. Paul’s, stepped up to the challenge by livestreaming services and
investing in quality video equipment to foster a sense of continuity. This sufficed when we couldn’t have
in-person services. With everything opening up we are facing a new challenge: making the case to return to
in-person services.
Frankly, St. Paul’s has done a good job of digitizing services, and it’s my intention to continue
livestreaming from now on. This is partly for the sake of those who cannot yet safely gather because they or
their love ones are immuno-compromised, partly for those who are sick or in quarantine, and partly to reach a
wider audience beyond our community.
That said, some of you may have become comfortable with viewing the services in your pajamas at
home. When it comes to the question of when to return to in-person services you may be thinking, “Why
upset my newfound rhythm by going through all of the COVID-19 nonsense like exchanging distant greetings
and mouthing the hymns behind masks? Why not just tune in at home?”
This pandemic has also imposed an even bigger question on all of us—what is the point of church
anyway? Can it be done online as well as in person? And if so, then why go back at all?
An obvious answer to the question is “Communion.” For those of you who still haven’t returned, you
have gone without Communion for more than thirteen months. The Eucharist is one important dimension of
gathering for Christian worship that Facebook cannot replicate. It points toward a broader issue: community.

Our body belongs to our Lord Jesus. By extension, we also belong to his means of grace in the world
which is the church. Of course there is much more to being the church (and following Jesus) than attending a
weekly service. However, gathered worship is one significant aspect of being part of the church. When we
don’t attend, something is missing.
Absence also diminishes what Christ can accomplish in and through the church. Our presence is a
tangible means of participation in the kingdom. The church cannot fully accomplish her purposes in the world
when we withhold our presence. Physical participation matters. Something happens when we are physically
present together that is simply not possible when we log in online.
With this in mind, here are three reasons to attend church in person again once you feel comfortable
doing so:
1. Weekly fellowship in a church body orients our lives.
Each week our hearts are re-calibrated in ways that keep us connected to Jesus rather than drifting in
another direction. This is true even if we don’t feel particularly inspired or challenged on a given week.
Church is not a vending machine designed to meet our immediate needs. It is a field that, when cultivated year
after year, will produce spiritual nourishment.
2. Weekly fellowship in a church body reminds us that following Jesus means joining God's family.
When we became Christians, it was not a transaction designed primarily to secure our eternal salvation.
Becoming a Christian means becoming part of God's family and changing how we live here and now.
Spending week after week with our church family in corporate worship helps us to develop and strengthen a
network of caring relationships. As we experience life together, we lend support to each other. Simply
watching from home all the time could make us solitary consumers rather than active participants. While
digital worship has been a gift to keep us connected during this difficult season, it is not the best way to
cultivate the community of faith.
3. Weekly fellowship in a church body enables me to participate in God’s work of grace in others.
Showing up also encourages your parish staff by upholding our ministry. Any clergyperson who has
tried preaching to an iPhone or camera knows that it is not the same as in-person worship. The first few
months of just virtual worship was difficult for me and the staff. We missed you! Your presence supports our
work and lends energy and solidarity to our ministry and message.
Your presence also affirms the value of corporate worship for all those in attendance. Our smiles and
waves from six feet away and our voices lifted in praise (behind pandemic masks) manifests the Spirit’s
presence to others who have come. This is what it means to be the image of God. Our identity as God’s image
is expressed physically—an embodied reminder of the presence and rule of God. We represent the unseen God
to one another. For those who have been isolated at home and traumatized by the incessant trials of this
difficult year, our physical presence may be a lifeline.
So, for these and other reasons, I hope that as soon as you are able, you will return to in-person
worship. Our circumstances with masks and distanced seating may still be less than ideal, but the long-term
benefits of embodied worship far outweigh the hassles. The church community is our family, and we cannot be
who we are meant to be without it.
Peace, Thack
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St. Paul’s Parish Picnic
Sunday, May 23rd
At St. Paul’s Life Center
WE WILL HAVE ONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY,
MAY 23RD IN THE LIFE CENTER.
THE PARISH PICNIC WILL IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOW THE SERVICE .
Please call or email the parish office
to RSVP for the Picnic.
251-626-2421
officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
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Wednesday Night Live

WNL will meet Wednesday April 28th, June 12th and 26th. We will wrap up our study on
Priscilla Shirer’s “Unseen”. All 3rd-5th graders are welcome to attend and we will review from
the weeks before each time we meet. There are a lot of fun activities planned so dress to get
messy! Please text Elizabeth at 251-404-0537 to get on the reminder text thread about
upcoming meetings!

Vacation Bible School is coming soon!
Save the Date! June 21-24 is VBS and we would love for YOU to join us in making that week
unforgettable! Registration forms are available now for Volunteers, MAD Camp, and VBS
camper registration! They are also included in the back of this Tentmaker.
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Greetings from St. Paul’s Youth,

A BIG thank you to everyone who supported our Annual Car Wash Fundraiser. Your
generosity helped us to raise $770.00. A special thank you to Beverly Koepp for providing a
delicious breakfast for us.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you or your family member is graduating this spring from high school or college, please send
the below information to me at: 205-616-6194
Photo of the graduate
School graduating from
Next step/future plans
We will celebrate and honor all graduates on Sunday, May 16!
Much love,
Bonnie
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ATTENTION GROUNDS SPRUCERS

Hello, everyone.
May 1 is our first Spruce Day of 2021. We will
have breakfast prepared by Father Thack and me,
served at 7:30 that morning. We will start to
spruce from 8:00 to 12:00 or ever how much time
you can spare. It is not required to attend
Breakfast. Water will be provided.
You will need to bring the yard tools you
usually use on your lawn. Such as, rakes, clippers,
loppers, shovels, gloves; anything you need to
weed or trim or chop. Call me at 251-689-5393 if
you have any questions.
I am excited about getting together with everyone.
We may have to wear mask.
God’s peace,
Donna Brown

Platinum Treasures Take Note!
Greetings, Friends! As we slowly emerge from this lockdown/avoidance mode, I would like to
invite anyone (Platinum or otherwise!) for a luncheon in the near future. There would be no
program, just a freshly cooked meal and fellowship!
Please let me know, or call the office if you would love to participate. Details to follow!!!
My contact information:
Cell: 315-727-2963 Text or leave a message
Email: sillimanv@gmail.com
Blessings,
Vivian Silliman

THRIFT SHOP NEWS: Nothing but good news from YOUR Thrift Shop! Sales are booming,
volunteers who have been gone since COVID are starting to come back, lots of beautiful
donations coming in! We invite you to come take a look, shop, donate, or best of all, Volunteer!
4 hours of your time each week can make a huge difference in the operation of YOUR Thrift
Shop! A big Thank You to those of you who already give your time and your support! We love
and appreciate you!
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“Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord”

During my years teaching in music in the public school and doing work in the church
most of my life, I can honestly say I have never met a person who can’t sing. I’m not saying
that they are all able to sing at the Met, but all have the ability to carry a tune….with a little
help from me and their friends! I am convinced that if a person is not deaf, and can speak, they
can sing.
Singing is just intensified speaking. Though our years in school, we have all probably
had a teacher or two whose speaking voice was so monotone, so boring, that we would fall
asleep in class during his/her introduction. Thankfully, most people speak with natural
inflection in their voices, and that is really a form of, or the basis for singing. The natural way
we express our spoken language by raising and lowering our vocal tones is a type of singing.
We sometimes say, “that person has a real expressive speaking voice”, or “I bet that guy would
be a great bass in choir. Just hear his deep speaking voice”.
During my years teaching, I would hear boys and girls speaking with each other in the
hall during break or lunch. When I heard interesting and/or varied pitches in their speaking
voices, I would say, “Come this way”……and I’d take them down to my music room and not let
them leave until they sang for me! Lol Even if they said they couldn’t sing, or were teased
when they tried, every single student could sing a scale for me, on pitch, before they left the
room. They just needed to do what I asked them to do with their voices, and the majority of
them became choir members by the end of the day! It was nothing I ever did, it is what they
did.
Hopefully, we will soon be able to be back to normal worship at St. Paul’s and church
choir will be rehearsing like before on Wednesday evenings and singing live on Sunday
mornings. No matter if you have sung in church choir in the past, have wanted to, but never
did, or would like to, but believe you are unable to “carry a tune in a bucket”, I invite you to
give it a try. Call me and I will meet with you anytime during the week……one on one……..no
one around to hear you…….and maybe reveal a gift you can share for the Glory of God.

John Matson, Choirmaster
251-250-8833
alacoastm2005@gmail.com
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Hurricane Damage Deductible and Financial Update

We are off to an expensive start in 2021. Our deductible from hurricane Sally was $30,000. We
received $10,000 in contributions. We also received a $10,000 contribution from the Diocese
from hurricane relief contributions collected at the Diocese. That still leaves us short $10,000.
Other large expenses looming on the horizon include one of the air conditioner units at the Life
Center needs to be replaced at a cost of nearly $7,000. We are also getting proposals on some
large maintenance needed for the Life Center that looks like it will be very costly.
Other income and expense categories remain on budget. We discussed in the vestry
future budgets we need to set aside an amount to be reserved toward future
improvements. This is a fancy way of saying we need to do a better job saving
maintenance or repair projects. We were very fortunate to have the roof replaced
insurance company. This cost $170,000.

that in
capital
for big
by our

If you have any questions about our finances, please contact me at (224) 515-6938 or
jmn9210@yahoo.com. Thank you for your support.
Janet Norman

ACOLYTE
AND
GRADUATE RECOGNITION
WILL BE
SUNDAY, MAY 16TH
AT

BOTH SERVICES
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Prayer Requests
Please let us know if someone needs to be added or removed from the prayer requests.
Immediate Prayer Requests:
Ray and Rosemary Bing, Sally Boom, Abby Bosarge, Donna Brown, Hardison Brown, Bill Carr,
Patricia Carter, Sally Clark, Rochelle Coburn, Fletcher and Judith Comer, Linda Hamilton,
Linn Hyde, Dave Johnson, Theresa Johnson, Ed and Brenda Kirby, Tracie Knight,
Beverly Koepp, Amanda and John Madden, Donelle McBride, John McClendon,
Elena McMillan, Lance Monley, Bonta Peña, Greg Peno, Judy Reeves, Bennie Savage,
Hampton Shaddock, Leon Snipes, Frieda Ward, George Warren, Brian Zorman, Rick Zwickey
Ongoing Prayer Requests:
Marty Adams, Dave Baldock, Christopher Blackwell, Pat Brislin, Marsha Butler, Pat Cannon,
Jim Council, Margie Cowart, Suzanne Damour, Puddy Dyson, Dee Grantham, David Grey,
Carol Hafner, Susan Hill, Jossie Hurst, Geoff Jones, Alexander Kielek, David Lee,
Patrick Lynch, Doug Montgomery, Ross Moore, Lou Morgan, Buddy Morrow, Elsie Mosher,
Sara Patton, Rochelle Robinson, Mary Rudolf, Zera Roussel, Kem Rutledge, Stephanie Sanchez,
Pat Schlimmer, Sheila and Alan Schreiner, Nick Shoultz, Cathy Slagle, D’ana Snow,
Albert Thompson, Julia Warren
For the Departed:
For Those Serving in the Military:
Ryan Bowman, Matthew Cheatham, Chase Clark, Jackson Deaton, Michael Duchesne,
Christopher Dukarm, Chris Evans, Diana Evans, Landis Fouts, Deron Frailie, Steven Grey,
Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry, Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, Matt Jones,
Shane Kennedy, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard, David McMillan, Patrick Mong,
Bryan Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Derek Siegel, Andy Tuttle, Brad Yonkers
For those with birthdays:
April 28 – 30
(28) Ann Stone, Necie Borroni, Noah Dasinger, (29) Lloyd Gardner, Brad Hare,
(30) Katherine Mehaffey
May 1-31
(01) Henry Crawford, Bob McKnight, John Baldock, (02) Brett Nestande, (04) Allison Hamilton,
Leah Hamilton, (05) Ben Clark, (06) Vivian Silliman, Ben Turnipseed, Smith Hendricks,
(09) Cecile Nicolson, (10) Stephanie Akins, (11) Jim Lonnergan, (12) David Nicolson,
(13) Doug Stephens, (14) Lee Cummins, Will Martin, (15) Karen Collier, Colin Forehand,
Chloe Dasinger, Christopher Dedrickson, Claire Beckley, (16) Houser Rigdon,
(17) Judy Ollinger, (19) William Mullins, Caroline Pittman, Daniel James,
(21) Lura Kauffman, (22) Charleen Cabaniss, Sue Cody, (23) Barbara Farmer, Margaret Evans,
Lauren Godwin, (25) Jeremy Bonds, Anne Collins Daniel, (26) Dale Miley, Sally Wilson,
(28) Sara Haden Vance, (30) Pug Chapman, (31) Janet Brown
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526
The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector
John K. Talbert, Curate
Bonnie Hindman, Youth Leader
Elizabeth Faust, Christian Education & Preschool Administrator
David Kielek, Life Center Sexton
John Matson, Choirmaster
Joan McKnight, Staff Assistant
Terri McMillan, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. (Monday -Thursday)
8:00 a.m. — 11:30a.m. (Friday)
Church Telephone: 251-626-2421 Fax: 251-626-2456
E-mail: officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Eastern Shore
Preschool Phone: 251-626-2774
Thrift Shop Telephone: 251 -626-6102
We worship together as we seek God, serve God ,
and share God with love and acceptance for all.
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