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Message from Thack
Three friends were at a wake and were standing above a friend’s coffin. Looking down at
their deceased friend, one asked the other two, “When you’re in your casket, and friends and
neighbors are mourning you, what would you like them to say about you?” John said, “I would
like them to say that I was a wonderful husband, a fine spiritual leader, and a good family
man.” Pete said, “I would like them to say I was a faithful servant of God who made a huge
difference in the lives of people.” Tom said, “I would like them to say, ‘Look! He’s moving!’”
A mean, yet wealthy man dies. His brother goes to the preacher in the town and tells
him, “I want you to preach at my brother’s funeral. I also want you to refer to him as a ‘saint’ in
your sermon.” The preacher shakes his head slightly and says, “Sir, I can’t do that. Your
brother had a nasty reputation for cruelty, dishonesty and mean spiritedness.” The brother
countered and said, “I will give your church a check right now for $50,000 if you will preach at
his funeral and refer to my brother as a saint.” The preacher considers his offer for half a
second and agrees.

The day of the funeral comes and the preacher stands before the small crowd. In his
sermon he says, “This man was wicked. He lied, he stole, he ignored the widows and orphans.
He belittled the people around him and made everyone who met him quickly despise him.”
Then the preacher looked at the now irate brother and smirked, “but compared to his brother
Bob here, he was truly a saint.”
Please forgive these corny bits of humor. I offered them (corny or not) because humor can
be “holy” if it gives us joy. Think about it, Jesus said, “I have said these things to you so that
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made complete” (John 15:11). Jesus wants us
to live joy filled lives and humor can help make that happen. That’s why I’m always amazed
when Christians make their faith a strictly solemn matter.
There is plenty of humor in the Bible. In the Gospels for instance, even though a good
portion focuses on the Passion Narrative, the Passion was just one week of Jesus’ life. Jesus
frequently used humor, irony and satire such as: “the blind leading the blind; straining out a
gnat; meticulously cleaning the outside of a cup but leaving the inside filthy; and maintaining
whitewashed tombs.” In these examples, Jesus’ used the absurd to get the audience’s attention.
Then there’s the story about a camel squeezing through the eye of a needle; diminutive
Zacchaeus sitting on a branch of a sycamore tree; and Nathaniel throwing shade on Nazareth.
Let’s not forget Jesus’ first miracle was to turn water into wine at a wedding celebration!”
Please know this doesn’t mean that we should take Jesus’ miracles or his messages
lightly. However, if you think of Jesus as always serious, then your ability to relate to him as a
joyful person is limited.

Humor is found in the Hebrew Scriptures as well. Sarah laughed at the absurdity of her
giving birth at 90 years of age; Balaam had a conversation with a talking ass; Esau traded his
birthright for a bowl of lentils; and Elijah ridiculed the priests of Baal in 1 Kings. These are but
a few examples of irony and humor in Scripture designed to make us laugh.
Susan Sparks is the author of Laugh Your Way to Grace: Reclaiming the Spiritual Power
of Humor. Sparks is a former trial lawyer turned Baptist minister and standup comedian. She
says, “Laughter is uniquely human. Since we’re made in the image of the divine, that must
mean God laughs too.”
Sparks goes on to write, “There’s something fundamentally holy about it. If you can laugh
at yourself, you can forgive yourself. If you can forgive yourself, you can forgive others too.”
Laughter can even heal. Sparks recalls her battle with breast cancer 10 years ago. She
credits laughing with speeding up the recovery process. “Being able to laugh in a place of pain
was the most powerful thing I could do to take my life back,” she says. “I’m not sure how I was
able to laugh in the middle of all that. But it was something I tapped into within myself that
helped me survive.”
If laughter is a source of joy and has the power to heal, it has to be a gift of the Holy
Spirit. That said, we should take the time to laugh more often.
Here’ one more stab at humor:
A priest, a pastor and a rabbi walk into a bar and soon begin arguing over who’s the best
at what they do. Eventually they decide that in order to prove who’s the best, they would all go
out alone into the woods and convert a bear to their respective denominations/religions.
A few weeks later they meet at the bar and the priest announces, “I found a bear by the
river and started talking to him about the Lord. He liked it so much that he now comes to mass
every week.”
The pastor says, “Well, I saw a bear in the clearing. I started reading him the bible and
he loved it so much that he is now going to be baptized next week.”
The priest and the pastor turn to look at the rabbi, who now has a broken arm, a
fractured collarbone and several cuts and bruises. The rabbi says, “You know what, looking
back…maybe I shouldn't have started with circumcision.” Keep laughing!
Peace, Thack
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St. Paul’s Parish Picnic
Sunday, May 23rd
At St. Paul’s Life Center
WE WILL HAVE ONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY,
ON MAY 23RD AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE LIFE CENTER.
THE PARISH PICNIC WILL IMMEDIATELY
FOLLOW THE 10:00 a.m. SERVICE .
WE WILL HAVE A BEACH THEME,
SO COME DRESSED FOR THE BEACH
St. Paul’s Men’s Group will be serving fried
fish, hush puppies, coleslaw, beans and cake.
(Hotdogs will also be available for kids not wanting fish)

Please call or email the parish office
to RSVP for the Picnic.
251-626-2421
officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
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Wednesday Night Live

WNL will meet Wednesday May 12th and 26th. We will wrap up our study on Priscilla
Shirer’s “Unseen”. All 3rd-5th graders are welcome to attend and we will review from the weeks
before each time we meet. There are a lot of fun activities planned so dress to get messy! Please
text Elizabeth at 251-404-0537 to get on the reminder text thread about upcoming meetings!

Vacation Bible School is coming soon!
Save the Date! June 21-24 is VBS and we would love for YOU to join us in making that week
unforgettable! Registration forms are available now for Volunteers, MAD Camp, and VBS
camper registration! They are also included in the back of this Tentmaker.
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Pilgrimage to Israel – October 2021 - Written By Haden Tirey

For the last 20 years I have dreamed of going to Israel. I wanted to
walk where Jesus walked. I wanted to see, with my own eyes, those
“hills from whence cometh my help.” I wanted to feel the waters of the
River Jordan and the Sea of Galilee. But I couldn’t go on my own. I
would miss too much. I had to go with a priest – and not just any
priest. It had to be one that I knew – that I trusted – to take me back
in time, to walk those same roads that Jesus walked. To immerse me
in this living history that speaks to my soul and my heart as a
believer. That opportunity came in the form of the Rev. Thack Dyson,
from St. Paul’s, Daphne.
In May 2018 a group of 17 left the states and began a once in a lifetime
trip that would change me forever. Did I say, “once in a lifetime?” Well,
make that twice in a lifetime. Thack is going again in October of 2021,
and I’m going back. I think my heart and mind were so overwhelmed by
actually BEING THERE in this holy place that I missed so much of what
our amazing guide, Lior, was saying. So I’m going back and I am wild
with excitement!!
And guess what? There is room for YOU too! Unbelievably, there is
space available – not a ton – but enough for you to join us on the best trip
you will ever take. I’m a traveler and I’ve been to many places, but not
like this. This is THE most amazing, jaw-dropping, heart-filling trip that
I’ve ever taken. Come join me. You will NEVER be the same.
Please call or email Terri at St. Paul’s, Daphne if you would like to go on the pilgrimage to
Israel. We fly out on October 9th and arrive in Tel Aviv on the 10th. We will depart Tel Aviv
on the 21st and arrive home on the 22nd. Contact information for St. Paul’s Daphne is
251-626-2421 or officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com. Go to the link below to enjoy a beautiful
video of Israel.
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Calling All Flower People!!!
It is time to sign-up for thanksgivings and memorials on the
Sunday of your choice. The list is in the office so please call
there to sign-up. The price of the flowers like everything else
has gone up. We ask for at least a $75.00 donation to cover the
cost of a normal Sunday arrangement. Specialty flowers for
special occasions like weddings and funerals will cost more.

Over the last year the flower guild volunteers have been reduced to four full-time arrangers
and one in training arranger. If you are interested in learning the basic guidelines for flower
arranging and will consider joining our guild, please call me. We can have a class and give you
a partner until you are confident to work on your own.

We are in need of a scheduling coordinator. Julia Hobbs has done a fantastic job for years, but
must take a break for a while. This person will post sign-up sheets for each month and make
sure we have each Sunday covered.

The last request is to help breakdown and cleanup the old arrangements on a weekly basis.
The flowers could be placed in bud vases and delivered to the sick with a message of love, if the
cleanup volunteer wishes.

I am very grateful to be part of the flower guild and for our faithful and gifted volunteers.
Please consider helping and call me with questions.

Faithfully,
Rebecca Dyson
251-923-8173
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Thrift Shop: Just like a lot of St. Paul's parishioners, the Thrift Shop was sad to see Dick and
Pam Schmidt go! Dick and Pam have been devoted, reliable volunteers at the Thrift Shop. They
have come in two days a week to help price housewares. We are blessed with many, many
donations of housewares. It takes many, many hands to price the treasures so they can go onto
the floor to be sold. If you could spare one morning or one afternoon a week...any day, it would
help tremendously. Our wonderful manager, Kathy Mallory, will be happy to teach you the
"tricks of the trade" in pricing. It isn't difficult at all! You will be amazed at the treasures that
come in! Also, if you have a love of jewelry, we would love to have your help with pricing and
displaying the wonderful jewelry that comes in. Please think about it...pray about it, and give
us a try! You will not be signing a contract, but I hope you will fall in love with the wonderful
mission of "YOUR" Thrift Shop!
Coffee Hour
After the 10:30 Service in Malone Hall
Coffee Hour at St Paul’s is a time of fellowship and socializing- a time to
catch up with friends and welcome the new folks of our congregation all
while enjoying a hot cup of coffee and some delicious treats.
If you are interested in helping us continue this wonderful tradition and
enjoy the delicious treats after church, please consider donating or making a treat for our coffee hour. You can make your favorite recipe or,
even purchase a special treat from the grocery store. It doesn’t have to
be fancy or expensive. All treats are welcome and appreciated.
Help support our tradition of fellowship and hospitality. Please contact/text Gabriela Pino
with questions or if you would like to sign up to provide a treat. 832-244-6117.

Poco a Poco
Last Sunday we made a small step in getting back to “Worship as Usual” while, although still
recorded, we added Worship Music (Liturgy) to morning services. It was really exciting for the
choir to add the “Gloria in Excelsis”, the “Sanctus”, and the “Agnus Dei” after over a year! I
hope your worship experience was and will continue to be more meaningful as we express our
love for Christ through music. Don’t forget......we practice every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. and
you are welcome to join us. We especially need Sopranos and Altos. Hope to see many of you!
John Matson,
Choirmaster
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Greetings from St. Paul’s Youth!

Last week, we were blessed by Mrs. Beverly Koepp helping us make heart cakes for our
Mother’s Day gifts. Thank you, Mrs. Beverly, for all you do for us!
This past Saturday, John Talbert led us in hosting a youth convocation. It was a wonderful
time connecting with other youth groups and their leaders in our area. We enjoyed exploring
our beautiful campus at St. Paul’s in a photo scavenger hunt created by John as well as worship and fellowship. We hope to continue having these gatherings in the future.
This coming Sunday, May 16, we will honor and celebrate our graduates during our worship
services and will have a reception for them in Malone Hall after the 10:30 service.







Siddha Jane Erickson is graduating from Alpha Omega Academy and will attend the
Leeds College of Business at the University of Colorado Boulder.
Susan Forrest is graduating from the University of West Alabama with a master’s
degree in Special Education.
Chase Mallory Jackson is graduating from The University of Montevallo with a master’s
degree in Speech Pathology.
Susannah Dorsie Jackson is graduating from Bayside Academy and will attend the
University of Alabama in the fall to study Business and Marketing.
Joseph Reosti is graduating from Spanish Fort High School and will attend the
University of Southern Mississippi in the fall.
John Howard (Jack) Taylor is graduating from Daphne High School and will attend
Auburn University in the fall to study veterinary science.

Please cover these incredible students in prayer as they embark on the next chapter of their
lives. Congratulations to each of you and we pray God’s protection and peace over you!
Much love!
Bonnie
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ST. PAUL’S SERVICES:

Sunday
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:00 am

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am

Sunday
Christian Education
Adults (Malone Hall)
9:15 am
ZOOM Meeting Only

Monday-Saturday
Morning Prayer
8:05 a.m.
Live Streamed Only on
St. Paul’s Facebook page

Tuesday
Men’s Bible Study
(Malone Hall)
6:00 am
ZOOM Meeting Only

Sunday-Thursday
Compline
8:00 p.m.
Live Streamed Only on
Judith Comer’s Facebook page
Wednesday
Holy Eucharist
7:00 a.m.

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
(Malone Hall)
10:30 am
Great Wednesday @ 6
Super and Study
(Malone Hall)
6:00 pm

VESTRY AND
OFFICERS
Term Ending
December 31, 2021
Donna Brown
Kathy Mallory
Ken McNamara
Michael Quinn, Sr. Warden
December 31, 2022
Joe Cook, Jr. Warden
Henry Esham
Jim Green
Tim Michael
December 31, 2023
Necie Borroni
Alyson Jackson
Michael Koepp
Vivian Silliman
~
Martha Lathan,
Clerk of the Vestry
Janet Norman
Treasurer

Healing Service with
The Holy Eucharist
Wednesday
NOON

Church Website
www.stpaulseasternshore.com

_______________________
Church Office Hours

Email Address
officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com

Monday-Thursday:
8:00 am -- 4:30 pm

Facebook Page
St. Paul’s Eastern Shore

Friday:
8:00 am -- 11:30 am

Phone
251-626-2421

St. Paul's Thrift Shop
251-626-6102

Fax
251-626-2456

St. Paul's Preschool
251-626-2774

Church App
https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
28788 North Main Street
Daphne, Alabama 36526
The Rev. Thack H. Dyson, Rector
The Rev. John K. Talbert, Curate
Bonnie Hindman, Youth Leader
Elizabeth Faust, Christian Education & Preschool Administrator
David Kielek, Life Center Sexton
John Matson, Choirmaster
Joan McKnight, Staff Assistant
Terri McMillan, Administrative Assistant
Office Hours 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. (Monday-Thursday)
8:00 a.m. — 11:30a.m. (Friday)
Church Telephone: 251 -626-2421 Fax: 251 -626-2456
E-mail: officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Eastern Shore
Preschool Phone: 251-626-2774
Thrift Shop Telephone: 251 -626-6102
Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore
We worship together as we seek God, serve God ,
and share God with love and acceptance for all.
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