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  We worship together as we seek God, serve God, 

 and share God with love and acceptance for all. 
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Processional Hymn 7  all verses         Christ, whose glory fills the skies 

 
 

 

Reading  (T S Eliot) 

O great wonder, and miraculous sacrament: that the animals see the Lord born lying 

in a manger. Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Please be seated 
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Responsory   (Celebrant-C, People-P) 

C: Arise, shine, for your light has come: the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

P: Arise, shine, for your light has come: the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

C: The Lord will arise upon you: and his glory will be seen over you. 

P. The glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

C: Nations shall come to your light: and kings to your dawning brightness. 

P: The glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

C: Your gates will always be open, shut neither by day nor by night. 

P: The glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

C: The Lord will be your everlasting light: your God will be your glory. 

P: The glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

C: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

 

UNISON:                                                                                                 Isaiah 60:1-6 

Arise, shine, for your light has come:  the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. All 

of the Father’s heart begotten, Ere the world from chaos rose, He is Alpha: from that 

Fountain All that is and hath been flows; He is Omega, of all things Yet to come the 

mystic close, Evermore and evermore. 

 

By his word was all created; He commanded and ’twas done; Earth and sky and 

boundless ocean, Universe of three in one, All that sees the moon’s soft radiance, All 

that breathes beneath the sun, Evermore and evermore. 

 

He assumed this mortal body, Frail and feeble, doomed to die, That the race from 

dust created Might not perish utterly, Which the dreadful Law had sentenced in the 

depths of hell to lie, Evermore and evermore. 

 

O how blest that wondrous birthday, When the Maid the curse retrieved, Brought to 

birth mankind’s salvation, By the Holy Ghost conceived; And the Babe, the world’s 

redeemer, In her loving arms received, Evermore and evermore.    
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Please Stand 

Sequence Hymn 124  verses 1-3            What Star is this with beams so bright 
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Gospel                                  Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him 

homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 

of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; 

for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Responsory (Celebrant-C, People-P) 

C: This day a star leads the wise men to the manger. Arise, shine; for your light has 

come 

P: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

C: Nations shall come to your light 

P: And kings to the brightness of your rising. 

C: They shall bring gold and frankincense 

P: And proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 C: Your gates will lie open continually 

P: Shut neither by day nor by night. 

C: No more will the sun give you daylight 

P: Nor moonlight shine upon you. 

C: But the Lord will be your everlasting light 

P: Your God will be your splendor. 
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Bidding Prayer (Celebrant) 

In the name of Christ, who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, to be 

a kingdom of priests to our God, we welcome you. Grace to you and peace. As we 

rejoice in the Word made flesh, who comes among us to reveal God’s glory, so we 

pray that his kingly reign may be acknowledged throughout the world. And so, we 

pray for the unity and mission of Christ’s Church, for the ministers of the gospel of 

Christ, and for all for whom we bear witness. We pray for this world, which is already 

Christ’s, that we may have reverence for the natural order and respect for every 

person, made in the image and likeness of God. And we pray for those who stand in 

need, for the lonely, the fearful, the anxious, for the sick and the bereaved, and all 

who have no one to pray for them.  May God our Father take us and use us in His 

service; may He open our eyes to see His glory, and equip us to bless His people, 

now and at all times.  Amen. 

 

Reading:   Journey of the Magi (T S Eliot) 

Deep midwinter, the dark center of the year, Wake, O earth, awake, Out on the hills 

a star appears, Here lies the way for pilgrim kings, Three magi on an ancient path, 

Black hours begin their journeyings. Their star has risen in our hearts, Empty 

thrones, abandoned fears, Out on the hills their journey starts, In dazzling darkness 

God appears. 

 

Homily                                                     The Rev. Judith W. Comer 

 

Please remain seated 

Liturgy of Adoration 

Adoration and Presentation of Gifts 

The gifts will be brought to the altar. 
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Presentation Hymn 128                  We Three Kings of Orient are   

EVERYONE VERSES 1 AND 5; SOLOISTS ON VERSES 2, 3 & 4 
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At the offering of gold the first magi says: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe: to you be praise and glory for  

ever! As gold in the furnace is tried and purified seven times in the fire, so purify 

our hearts and minds that we may be a royal priesthood acceptable in the service of 

your kingdom. 

P: Blessed be God for ever! 

 

At the offering of the incense the second Magi says: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe: to you be praise and glory for  

ever!  As our prayer rises up in your presence as incense, so may we be presented 

before you with penitent hearts and uplifted hands to offer ourselves in your priestly 

service. 

P: Blessed be God for ever! 

 

At the offering of the myrrh the third Magi says: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe: to you be praise and glory for   

ever! As you give medicine to heal our sickness and the leaves of the tree of life for 

the healing of the nations, so anoint us with your healing power that we may be the 

first-fruits of your new creation. 

P: Blessed be God for ever! 

 

All Stand 

    

The Peace 

 

Anthem   How Brightly Shines the Morning Star 

 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B 

Please stand 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
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Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to 

shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Celebrant Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Please stand or kneel. 

 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 

have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 

Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 

your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
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Celebrant  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 

be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 

us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 

your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we 

may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Celebrant and People  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 

that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Communion Music:  

Hymn 119 all verses                                           As of gladness men of old  

 
 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 

accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 

the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, 

the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord.  Amen. 

 

Recessional: 616  verses 1-3  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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