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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
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Message from Thack 

 When I was about ten years old I was riding in an outboard boat on Mobile Bay with Doug Ricksey, a 

friend from King George, Virginia. Doug spent his summers in Fairhope with his grandparents. 

 Doug loved to operate his grandfather’s boat “wide open” and we would fly across the water. This  

particular day was no exception. A passing boat created a wake and as soon as we hit the wake, the boat 

lurched and Doug fell overboard. I was in the bow at the time and was now in a runaway boat. I panicked   

because I had never operated a “powered” boat before and was struggling to get to the stern to the outboard 

motor while the boat spun in circles on the Bay. Doug tried to yell instructions to me on how to stop the boat 

but was inaudible over the sound of the engine. Eventually I made it to the stern and secured the tiller. After 

gaining control of the boat I slowed it down and drove it to where Doug was in the water. I gladly relinquished 

the tiller to Doug after he climbed on board and was very grateful when I was back on terra firma! 

 The worst part of the experience was when the boat was out of control and moving in wide circles on 

the Bay. I almost panicked and briefly considered jumping overboard. I’m glad I had the presence of mind to 

stay in the boat and get control of the motor. 

 Life can sometimes seem like a runaway boat.  It certainly has since March 2020. When the COVID 

pandemic began, we had hoped that it would be short lived. During a meeting with the Bishop and clergy of 

the diocese early that April, our scant knowledge of the pandemic at the time had us convinced that it would 

be all over by the following July. We are now in September of 2021 and are experiencing a fourth surge of the 

virus! This has been compounded by the new Delta Variant which is more contagious and virulent. 

 This situation has been exasperated by the chaos surrounding our exodus from Afghanistan. While I 

understand the reasons for ending this 20-year conflict, the execution of this withdrawal has been messy          

and lethal. We are also leaving this country in the control of a faction of Afghan people who previously 

demonstrated they can be brutal and unyielding when it comes to enforcing Sharia Law. This does not bode 

well for the future of women and girls as well as those who collaborated with us during our 20 years presence. 

The people of Afghanistan need are prayers. 

 In the midst of these broader issues we have had to contend with the ebb and flow of congregational 

life. Some of our more senior members have joined the Communion of Saints over the past year. Still others 

have experienced serious and debilitating illnesses, including the coronavirus. Others have lost or changed 

jobs as a result of the pandemic.  

 Some of you might be overwhelmed right now because of some personal illness, crisis, or reversal.        

It may seem to you that you are in a runaway boat because of these events. 

 When the boat seems to be circling out of control, we can help each other by the age-old process of 

mutuality in friendship. We might call this mutuality a “mutuality of availability.”   

  

  

 

 

 



2 

 First, Father John and I will always be available to you. We will gladly create a time and space to be 

with you in the midst of your momentary crisis. Just know that you never have to make this journey alone. 

 Second, you can extend this mutuality in friendship and availability to each other. You can offer this 

ministry of presence physically or virtually via the phone or computer. Because of the Covid restraints, we 

have all become more adept at virtual meetings. Regardless of how it is managed, letting others know you are 

willing to be available to them can be comforting. 

 Third, when the boat keeps circling we can pray. Whether we are praying for ourselves or others, it 

keeps us connected to the source of our strength. As the psalmist observed, “God is our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). This passage is comforting especially when the earth changes, the 

mountains shake, the waters roar, the hurricanes blow and the coronavirus spreads. It is comforting because 

the bedrock of our security is God. 

 Though life is uncertain, God is always constant and God’s people are always available. Just know you 

are never alone in a runaway boat. 

     Peace, Thack 

Daughters of the King 

On July 18, 2021 St. Paul’s welcomed the newest Diocesan chapter of the Order of Daughters of the 

King. This chapter, to be called Julian of Norwich, admitted five new members and received four members 

from other chapters.   This service of institution was well attended by supportive Daughters from the chapter 

at St. James as well as other chapters throughout the Diocese. 

 The purpose of Daughters of the King is, that through prayer, service and evangelism, women seek to both 

bring others into a living, loving relationship with Jesus and to support the spiritual life of our parish              

community.  Information about DOK and Julian of Norwich chapter can be found in tract rack pamphlets in 

the Narthex or by calling Cindy Op’t Holt, chapter president at 251-680-5872.    

FHS we commit ourselves. 
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A note from Stephen Pecot, Seminarian 

 

Dear St. Paul’s Family: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord   

Jesus Christ! I am writing from my front porch in Fairhope as 

I reflect upon the first of three years of seminary. I’ll be    

leaving soon for my “Middler” year at Virginia Theological 

Seminary (VTS) in Alexandria, VA. I’ve been home this  

summer, but you haven’t seen much of me as I was            

completing a 10-week chaplaincy internship at Baptist           

Hospital in Pensacola. It was a life-changing and                     

life-affirming experience for me, and I am very thankful to 

have worked with the daily heroes of the medical profession. 

With God’s grace I made it through a very challenging        

summer providing pastoral care to all kinds of patients. These types of  experiences will help inform my future 

ministry in ways I can’t even comprehend now.  

 

The rest of my first year was spent mostly on the campus of VTS. I completed classes on the Bible, church  

history, theology and ministry, pastoral care, canon law, and Biblical Hebrew. All but 2 of my classes were 

held online via Zoom as were our thrice-daily worship services. Despite the challenges of the pandemic, we 

came together as a new class of students. I was voted Vice-President of our class and organized the annual  

retreat which was held on campus in April 2021. In fact, the retreat was the first time our VTS Class of 2023 

were physically together in one room, nine months after seminary started. We had not even met some of our 

professors in person! To say our formation into future clergy has been unique is an understatement. Even still, 

the financial support from St. Paul’s has made the difference for me and my family. I thank the St. Paul’s      

Vestry, Thack and John, and the St. Paul’s family for the support. An extra thank you as well to all who have 

sent donations thus far. 

 

This year will be as challenging as the last, and I am thankful for your continued prayers. Travis will stay at 

least one more year in Fairhope. Our son James has enlisted in the U.S. Navy and will head to Basic Training 

around the end of the year. They are also appreciative of the prayers and support. Once I am back at seminary, 

my upcoming classes include sermon mechanics, more church history, liturgical history and implementation, 

music, cultural immersion—as well as an internship at a very old and historical Episcopal church (Aquia      

Episcopal Church, Stafford, VA). You are all in my continued prayers. See you at Christmas. 

 

God’s Peace, 

Stephen Pecot 

 

P.S. Above is the VTS Master of Divinity Class of 2023 (which is VTS’s bicentennial year!). Immanuel  

Chapel is in the background, and we are standing in the Chapel Garden which is the site of the original VTS 

chapel that burned in 2010. 



4 

ST. PAUL’S   SERVICES: 
 

Sunday 

 Holy Eucharist,  Rite I 

8:00 am 
 

Holy Eucharist,  Rite II 

10:30 am 
  

 

Monday-Saturday 

Morning Prayer  

8:05 a.m. 

Live Streamed Only on  

St. Paul’s Facebook page 

 

 

Sunday-Thursday 

Compline 

8:00 p.m. 

Live Streamed Only on 

Judith Comer’s Facebook page 
 

 

Wednesday 

Healing Service with  

The Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday 

NOON 

 

_______________________  
 

 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday:   

8:00 am -- 4:30 pm   
 

Friday: 

  8:00 am -- 11:30 am 
 

St. Paul's Thrift Shop 

251-626-6102 
 

St. Paul's Preschool 

251-626-2774 

 
 

 
 
 
 

VESTRY  AND  

OFFICERS 

Term Ending 
 

 

December 31, 2021 

Donna Brown 

Kathy Mallory 

Ken McNamara 

Michael Quinn, Sr. Warden 

 

December 31, 2022 

Joe Cook, Jr. Warden  

Henry Esham 

Jim Green 

Tim Michael 

 

December 31, 2023 

Necie Borroni 

Alyson Jackson 

Michael Koepp 

Vivian Silliman 

~ 

Martha Lathan,   

Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Janet Norman 

Treasurer 

ADULT BIBLE  

STUDIES  

 

 

Sunday 

Christian Education  

 Adults  

9:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting 

 

Tuesday 

Men’s Bible Study 

(Malone Hall) 

6:00 am 

ZOOM Meeting 

 

Wednesday 

Morning Bible Study 

(Malone Hall) 

10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Website 

www.stpaulseasternshore.com 
 

Email Address 

officestpaulsdaphne@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Page 

St. Paul’s Eastern Shore 
 

Phone 

251-626-2421 
 

Church App 

https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 
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Prayer Requests 

 

Please let us know if someone needs to be added or removed from the prayer requests. 

 

Immediate Prayer Requests:  

Richard Blackwell, Luke Box, Ann Chase, Sally Clark, Rochelle Coburn, Fletcher and Judith Comer,                             

Jason “Lucky” Conner, Toby Connor, Sarah Cuison, Micah D’amico, Robin Fowler, Lilah Gillham,                           

Alastair Henry, Linn Hyde, Dave Johnson, Leslie Johnson, Theresa Johnson, Phil Kelley,                                   

Ed and Brenda Kirby, Tracie Knight, Beverly Koepp, Arvis Leininger,  Mary Lucas, Amanda Madden,          

John Madden, Debi McClary, John McClendon, Charlotte and Tarrol  McKee, Berit Meyers,                    

Charmein Moser, Johnny Murden, Reed Myers, Gabriela Pino, Noah Pino, Judy Reeves, Larry Rutherford,                     

Bennie Savage, Nick Shoultz, William Simmons, Becky Simpson, Leon Snipes, Frieda Ward, Callie Ware, 

Richard Ware, George Warren, Brian Zorman 

 

Ongoing Prayer Requests: 

Marty Adams, Dave Baldock, Christopher Blackwell, Marsha Butler, Pat Cannon, Jim Council,                    

Margie Cowart, Suzanne Damour, Puddy Dyson, Dee Grantham, David Grey, Carol Hafner, Susan Hill, 

Jossie Hurst, Geoff Jones, Alexander Kielek, Lynch, Lance Monley,  Doug Montgomery, Ross Moore,              

Lou Morgan, Buddy Morrow, Elsie Mosher, Sara Patton, Mary Rudolf, Zera Roussel, Kem Rutledge,         

Stephanie Sanchez, Pat Schlimmer, Sheila and Alan Schreiner, Cathy Slagle, D’ana Snow, Albert Thompson, 

Julia Warren 

 

For the Departed:  Pat Brislin, Johnny Barre, Rochelle Robinson 

                                                                                                                         

For Those Serving in the Military:  

Ryan Bowman, Matthew Cheatham, Chase Clark, Jackson Deaton, Michael Duchesne, Christopher Dukarm,  

Chris Evans, Diana Evans, Landis Fouts, Deron Frailie, Steven Grey, Matthew Harris, Rusty Henry,                       

Karen Hubley, Walker Jackson, Daniel James, Matt Jones, Shane Kennedy, Daniel Lambert, Chris Lessard,   

David McMillan, Patrick Mong, Bryan Quinn, Justin Ramsey, Neil Sevelius, Kaleb Sharpless, Derek Siegel, 

Andy Tuttle, Brad Yonkers 

 

For those with birthdays: 

 

September 1-30 

(01) Elizabeth Wolfrom, Barry Taylor, John Teague, Rivers Schlarb, Connor Dimoff, (02) Wendy Bedwell,       

Ford Turnipseed, Ashley Simpson, Bonnie Hebert, Shelley Haga, (04) Michael Quinn, (05) Jack Davis,                

David McMillan, (06) Marcie Morrow, (07) Robert Jernigan, (08) Christian McDowell, (09) Melissa Kielek,         

Bill Erickson, Allison Wyckoff, Blakeley Walker, Chloe Cotten, (10) Mike Sager, Rebecca Dyson,                          

Laura McFarland, (11) Vivien Bridges, Mary Dunn, (12) Crieghton Hoercher, (13) Katy Likos,                      

Sharon Wallace, (14) McKenzie Kizer, (15) Linda Stealey, Beverly Koepp, Luciano Briones,                         

(16) Loren Hoercher, Hiatt Lemon, Anna Thomason, Lane Faust, (19) Lark Fleury, (20) Ginna Miller, 

Michelle Abbott, (21) Brooke Morgan,  Emily Smith, Olivia Smith, (22) Janet Norman, (23) Jennifer Bailey, 

Ryan Hinote, Bell Jackson, Walker Jackson, (24) Thack Dyson, Jim Jackson, Elizabeth Thomason,                

(25) Susannah Jackson, (26) Dick Schmidt, George Warren, Toby Norman, (27) Dylan Loes,                          

Annalouise Hicks, (28) Barbara Morley, Anna Kate Jackson, (29) Jennifer Nagel, (30) Jaleah Beckley 
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Blessing of the Backpacks, Students and Teachers 

September 12, 2021 

at 

Both Services 

8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

Starting back to school is such an exciting time of the year and a season of new beginnings  

for students and teachers alike.  Because of remote worship, we couldn’t gather to send our 

young ones and teachers off to school without a proper send off. Therefore, Thack  and your 

St. Paul’s family would like to send you back to school covered with love, prayers and blessings 

for the coming school year. Thack will bless backpacks, students and teachers on Sunday,  

September 12th at both services.  Students and teachers of all ages will be invited to the    

altar rail with your backpacks at the peace to receive your blessing. So get your backpacks 

ready and we will look forward to  seeing you on September  12th. 
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You are invited to 

 

St. Paul’s PARISH BREAKFAST 

 

Sunday, September 12th 

 

at 9:15 a.m. 

 

In the Life Center. 

 

The breakfast is prepared for your by  

 

St. Paul’s Men’s Group. 

 

No charge for children! 
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YOU are invited to an EXCEPTIONAL day of GOLF and ARTS … for an exceptional CAUSE! 

 

Exceptional Foundation Gulf Coast has successfully managed to navigate the                      

covid-minefield by carefully, consistently and continually offering virtual and in-person            

programs to over 70 adult participants with special needs throughout this past pandemic year!  

Thanks to the wisdom of the EF Board, advice from health care professionals, support from        

St. Paul’s community, along with hours of creative planning and hard work by a dedicated staff 

- EFGC has been open and even grown in numbers throughout this past year and now looks              

forward to an exceptional fall! 

Simply put … 

* EF is a local non-profit providing social and recreation activities for an underserved               

population 

* EF offers a year-round weekly program for area high-schoolers and adults with special needs 

* EFGC staff has increased in number and talent this year to meet its required ratios 

* EF expands the budget to purchase necessary program resources and safety supplies 

* EF continues to pay St. Paul’s monthly utilities costs for the use of the Life Center 

 

YES - while covid did impact EFGC’s annual fundraisers last year it is with great excitement 

that Exceptional Foundation Gulf Coast announces the  

OCTOBER 7th combined GOLF and ARTS extravaganza!!   

To celebrate EF’s TENTH year you are invited to share in this exceptional fun!! 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Golf Tournament at Lakewood Club – 12 noon shotgun start 

Exceptional ARTS  Event and Entertainment:  5pm – 8pm 
reception to follow GOLF at the 18th hole 

entertainment by The Voice contestant, Kirk Jay 
followed by LIVE ART auction under the stars at the CLUB 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

from sunlight to starlight … a truly EXCEPTIONAL night!! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

For ticket & sponsorship information contact: 

Jennifer Flad  251-625-8955       JENNIFERBFLAD@GMAIL.COM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

TEN EXCEPTIONAL YEARS TWO EXCEPTIONAL EVENTS ONE EXCEPTIONAL CAUSE 

 

mailto:JENNIFERBFLAD@GMAIL.COM
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Just to let you know that we are open again and doing business. 

Thank you for all the support that you have given us. If you see 

one of our staff, please let them know they are appreciated!         

We are once again requiring masks to enter the Shop. We hope 

you will stop in, and please remember the Thrift Shop if you have 

furniture to donate! We will be happy to pick it up! 

A Note from the Treasurer 

We are struggling a little bit financially right now.  Our payments on pledges and contributions are very low 

and below budget by $47,000.  This often happens to a certain extent in summer. Though we had to close live 

worship for four weeks due to the Covid surge in the County, the church continued doing its work. The clergy 

continued leading our services, counseled parishioners, made home and hospital visitations, performed funer-

als and weddings, and led Bible studies and Sunday school classes. Our faithful staff prepared bulletins, paid 

bills, attended to all the administrative duties of the parish, and assisted Thack with his funerals. Our Christian 

education director and Youth Director taught Sunday school classes and worked with our youth. The work of 

the church has never stopped. On top of that, we experienced another lightning strike and insurance claim de-

ductible of $5,000.   

 

We are still carrying a small shortfall from our hurricane Sally deductible of $10,000.  Terri has given us 

many options to pay our pledges and contributions to the church.  Please make good use of them and bring 

your contributions up to date to the greatest extent possible.  Thank you!  

 

If you have any questions about our finances, please contact me at (224) 515-6938 or jmn9210@yahoo.com.   

 

Thank you for your support.   

Janet Norman 

Tracts Talk! Raising Children of Faith 

 

School started recently, and naturally this leads us to focus on our children’s education.  An important element 

of that education is instilling in them faith in God. With all the new pencils, new subjects in school, new 

friends, sports, choir, band, and on and on, teaching your children about faith can easily fall by the wayside. 

Remind yourself of the value of faith - to yourself, to your church, to your community, and to your children - 

with the verse from Proverbs 22:6 “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray”. 

 

All well and good, but how to do it? You can start by picking up Raising Children of Faith from the tract 

racks. This pamphlet outlines seven ideas for engaging children in faith development. Then go and get a Bible 

that is age-appropriate for your child. There are many available - enough to get you totally confused! A good 

resource for picking a Bible is thrivinghomeblog.com, an informative web site that suggests Bibles for babies 

through college age (once on the site, search Bibles). You can even get Bibles specifically for teenage girls 

and teenage boys.  

 

Most importantly, be present with your children. Let your faith be an example for them. Pray with them. Bring 

them to church and Sunday School. Encourage them to participate in youth programs. 

 

Dear God, give our children the grace to follow your will. Help me instill in my children, grandchildren, and 

the children in my community the beauty and strength of faith in you. Amen.  
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St .  Paul ’s  Episcopal  Church  
28788  North Main  Street  

Daphne,  Alabama  36526  
 

The Rev.  Thack  H.  Dys on ,  Rector  

The Rev.  John K.  Talbert ,  Curate  

Bonnie  Hindman ,  Youth Leader  

Elizabeth Faust ,  Christian Education & Preschool  Adminis trator  

David Kielek ,  Life  Center  Sexton  

John Matson,  Choirmaster  

Joan McKnight ,  Staff  Assistant  

Terri  McMil lan,  Administrative  Assistant  
 

 

Off ice Hours  8 :00 a .m. —4 :30 p .m.  (Monday -Thurs day)  

8 :00 a .m.  —  11 :30a .m.   (Fr iday)  
 

Church Telephone :   251 -626 -2421  Fax:   251 -626-2456             

E -mail :   of f icestpaulsdaphne@gmail . com  

Facebook Page:   S t .  Paul ’s  Eastern Shore  

Preschool  Phone:   251 -626 -2774  

Thrif t  Shop Telephone :   251 -626 -6102  

Church App: https://tithely.app.link/st-pauls-eastern-shore 

 
 

We worship together as we seek God, serve God , 

and share God with love and acceptance for all. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

28788 North Main Street 

Daphne, Alabama  36526 
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