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TELL ME A MASHAL >>
A dvar Torah with a story.

A Wait for a Wait
ָמע )שמות כד:ז( ה וְנִׁשְ נַעֲׂשֶ

“We will do and we will listen!” (Shemos 24:7)
Klal Yisrael told Hashem that they would keep the Torah 
with zerizus, energetically running to do mitzvos even 
before they know what they are.

n the times of Rav Yoel Sirkis, known as the Bach 
(after his sefer, Bayis Chadash), there lived a 
righteous wealthy man. This man was always 

careful with the mitzvah of tzedakah, and he 
would learn its halachos b’chavrusa with the Bach 

every day to make sure he got it right.

One day, after the pair had finished learning, there was a 
knock at the door of the Bach’s study. A local innkeeper stood 
at the door with a pained expression and familiar story.

“Rebbe, please help me!” he cried out.

He explained that he rented a small business from the local 
landowner, or poritz, and struggled daily to earn enough to 

support his family and cover the rent. Now, he stood in 
danger of losing his livelihood altogether. Ano-

ther fellow had approached the poritz and 
convinced him that he could do a 

better job running the 
inn. He had offered 

the nobleman high-
er rent, which the 
current innkeeper 
couldn’t match. The 
poritz had agreed 
to kick him out and 
rent it to the new fel-
low!

The Bach turned 
to the wealthy man 

i

There are four seas mentioned in 
the Torah, but with six different names. 

What are they? Which two have two names?

Can you think of seven words in this week’s 
parshah that are each three letters long, and the 

middle letter is a ו? (Hint: think about the beginning 
of Bava Kamma.) 

How many “double words,” like  ֵּלם ְיַׁש ֵּלם   can you ,ַׁש
find in this week’s parshah? (We found 21.)

Can you find 15 words in a row in this week's parshah 
that are all three letters or fewer? 

In which six parshiyos are Nadav and Avihu 
mentioned?

Where is Yitzchak’s name spelled 
in an unusual way? Why?
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Parshah riddles
Answers to this week’s riddles appear on page 3.



Cholent Story
A story told in parts, designed to get children to come back to 
the table for the main course!

Highlights 
from the 
Midrash
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TO BE CONTINUED...

   SERIAL >>  Chapter 2

Recap: Reb Moshe of Lelov has painstakingly raised enough money to move to Eretz Yisrael 
with a minyan of men. He is sure that davening near Har Habayis will bring Mashiach. He bids 
farewell to the Ruzhiner Rebbe and prepares to leave.

This week’s parshah ends with Klal Yis-
rael’s arrival at Har Sinai, which took 
place before Parshas Yisro (according to 
one approach). On the fifth of Sivan, the 
day before Mattan Torah, Klal Yisrael all 
immersed in a mikvah. Moshe built a miz-
be’ach at the bottom of the mountain, and 
the bechorim brought korbanos. Moshe 
then taught Klal Yisrael the words of the 
Torah from the beginning of Bereishis 
until Parshas Yisro. He also reviewed the 
halachos they had learned at Marah. 

Klal Yisrael all proclaimed, “Na’aseh 
v’nishma!”

Pleased, Hashem asked, “Who revealed 
this secret formula to My children?” He 
commanded the malachim to give each 
member of Klal Yisrael two crowns, one 
for each word they had said. “Now, Klal 
Yisrael has taken your place; they are like 
malachim!” He told them. The 600,000 
malachim flew to Klal Yisrael with the 
crowns. 

Later, after the Chet Ha’egel, the crowns 
were taken away. We will get them back 
when Mashiach arrives!

s Reb Moshe left the home of the Ruzhiner, a poor woman came hurrying over 
to him.
“Rebbe, Rebbe! Please! You have to help me!” she cried.

“Of course,” Reb Moshe responded. “How can I be of assistance?”
“Rebbe, it’s terrible! My daughter is a kallah!” 
“That’s wonderful news. Mazal tov!”
“No, but the chassan’s family…”
“Is something wrong?”
“No…yes! It’s a wonderful family, but…they expect a minimum amount of money to be con-
tributed toward the wedding and setting up a home for the young couple, and I have not a 
zloty to my name!”
Without hesitation, Reb Moshe reached into his pocket for the satchel of money he had so 
carefully saved for the trip to Eretz Yisrael. “How much do you need?”
The woman named a figure high enough to ruin Reb Moshe’s plans to go to the Holy Land. 
He heard the yetzer hara screaming in his ear, “Don’t you want to bring Mashiach? Don’t 
you know what your tefillah at the ruins of the Beis Hamikdash could accomplish?”
Ignoring the voice, Reb Moshe reached into the bag and counted out the money the poor 
woman had requested. “What?” screamed the yetzer hara, trying to sound very frum. “If 
you went to Eretz Yisrael, she wouldn’t even need money! Mashiach would come and save 
all the poor people in the world from their tzaros. How can you do this?”
But Reb Moshe wasn’t fooled. He knew that it was the yetzer hara’s argument. “Hashem 
runs the world,” he thought firmly. “If He brought this mitzvah to me at a place and time 
that I can do it, then that is my responsibility and privilege right now. He will figure out 
what to do about Mashiach!” He wished the grateful woman mazal tov again and contin-
ued on his way home.
Reb Moshe was getting older and he knew he did not have much time left in This World. 
He would start saving money to travel to Eretz Yisrael again, but he did not see how he 
would manage to get it quickly enough. Time was running very short…
Arriving home, Reb Moshe headed to his study to return to his beloved sefarim. If he 
couldn’t get to the Eretz Hakedoshah just yet, at least he had sifrei kodesh. He was soon 
deeply immersed. 
After a while, the time arrived for Reb Moshe to receive visitors who had come for brachos, 
advice, and tzedakah. Immediately, there was a knock at the door.
There was another woman standing on the step, very different from the poor woman in 
the street. She was not from Lelov, and she was clearly very wealthy. A handsome carriage 
waited behind her at the curb, and an attendant stood beside it. But for all that, this woman 
was clearly in great distress, possibly even more so than the poor woman had been. She 
told the rebbe she had come a long way to see him—all the way from Neustadt.
“Rebbe, I have come to ask for a brachah for children,” she said. “My husband and I have 
been married for 20 years, and Hashem has not seen fit to grant us children. We have seen 
the greatest doctors and specialists; we have spared no expense. They all tell us we will 
never have children. Please, Rebbe, we know that you have a special power of brachah. 
Will you bless us?”
Reb Moshe answered carefully. “You are from Neustadt,” he said. “Your husband must be 
a Chassid of the famous ‘Gitte Yid’ of Neustadt. Why do you not ask him for a brachah?”
“We have!” the woman cried. “He has told us that you are our only hope!”

a



riddle answers:

לֵּם, ִהּמָצֵא ִתּמָצֵא, גָּנֹב יִגָּנֵב, ָטרֹף יִּטֵָרף, ָמהֹר יְִמָהֶרנָּה, ָמֵאן יְָמֵאן, עַנֵּה ְתעַנֶּה, לֵּם יְׁשַ  מֹות יוָּמת, וְַרּפֹא יְַרּפֵא, נָקֹם יִנֵָּקם, עָנֹוׁש יֵעָנֵׁש, ָסקֹול יִּסֵָקל, ׁשַ
ּבֵר, ְמעַט ְמעַט. ּבֵר ּתְׁשַ ַמע, ָהֵרס ּתְָהְרֵסם, ְׁשַ מֹועַ ּתִׁשְ יבֶנּוּ, עָזֹב ּתַעֲזֹב, ׁשָ ב ּתְׁשִ ַמע, ָחבֹל ּתְַחּבֹל, הָׁשֵ מֹעַ ֶאׁשְ  צָעֹק יִצְעַק, ׁשָ

ן יָד ּתַַחת יָד ֶרגֶל ּתַַחת ָרגֶל כא:כג-כד ן ּתַַחת ׁשֵ  נֶֶפׁש ּתַַחת נֶָפׁש עַיִן ּתַַחת עַיִן ׁשֵ
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In Bamidbar 34:6, 11-12, the Torah refers to the יָּם ַהגָּדֹול, יָם ּכִנֶֶּרת, and  ַהּמֶלַח יָם. In Devarim 3:11, it refers to the יָם ַהּמֶלַח as יָם
ּתִים the  יָּם ַהגָּדֹולIn this week’s parshah (23:31), it calls the .ָהעֲָרבָה .יַם סוּף And of course, there’s the .יָם ּפְלִׁשְ

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

וְא ,ּבֹור ,ׁשֹור ,יֹום ,מֹות ,הוּא .(and more , עַוֵּר,נוַּח ,ִחוִּי ,חוּר with a prefix, there is also) קֹול ,ׁשָ

 וַּתֵלֶד לֹו ֶאת נָָדב וְֶאת ֲאבִיהוּא וארא ו:כג
ה וְַאֲהרֹן נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא משפטים כד:א ָרֵאל וַיַּעַל מֹׁשֶ בְעִים ִמּזְִקנֵי יִׂשְ עֲלֵה ֶאל ה' ַאּתָה וְַאֲהרֹן נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא וְׁשִ
ָרֵאל לְכֲַהנֹו לִי ַאֲהרֹן נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא תצוה כח:א ַאּתָה הְַקֵרב ֵאלֶיךָ ֶאת ַאֲהרֹן ָאִחיךָ וְֶאת ּבָנָיו ִאּתֹו ִמּתֹוךְ ּבְנֵי יִׂשְ
וַיְִּקחוּ בְנֵי ַאֲהרֹן נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא ִאיׁש ַמְחּתָתֹו שמיני י:א
מֹות ּבְנֵי ַאֲהרֹן הַּבְכֹר נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא ֶאלְעָזָר וְִאיָתָמר... וַיָָּמת נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא במדבר ג:ב וְֵאלֶּה ׁשְ
וַיִּוָּלֵד לְַאֲהרֹן ֶאת נָָדב וְֶאת ֲאבִיהוּא ... וַיָָּמת נָָדב וֲַאבִיהוּא פנחס כו:ס

In this week’s haftorah, Yitzchak is spelled ישחק. It is a reference to the times of Mashiach, when our mouths will be filled with 
laughter (שחק).

L
1. Need money? Better to be sold as a slave than sit in jail.
2. Don’t stay too long or you’ll get drilled with a ________.
L
3. Or if you need another way to get paid,
4. I don’t recommend selling your daughter as a _________.
H
5. The Yiddishe slaves will all surely go free
6. After six years, yovel, or if boss’s son says ______.

Chorus
L
7. If you hit, steal, damage, or make someone ill,
8. You’ll be paying a lot, with a five-part ________.
L
9. Keep an eye on that cow and your ox.
10. If it kills someone, it will be stoned with _______.

H
11. Stole a sheep or a cow, pay four or five times the price.
12. To the ger, widow and orphan make sure to be _______.

L

13. Make sure your courts are honest and fair.

14. Celebrate My Regalim three times a _______.

H

15. I’ll chase the Canaanim out of the land,

16. But don’t make any deals or shake their ________.

Chorus

L

17. The people came and surrounded the har.

18. Moshe warned to bow down from ________.

L

19. Hashem offered the Torah to everyone.

20. The nations said no, we just want to have ________.

H

21. But Yisrael said, “They don’t know what they’re missin.’

22. But as for us, we will do and we will _________.”

Parshah Rhyme
Review the main points of the parshah with younger children, while challenging your family to complete the rhymes (use the “grammen” tune). Answers on the side!

A
nsw

ers: 2. nail 4. m
aid 6. m

arry m
e 8. bill 10. rocks 12. nice 14. year 16. hand 18. afar 20. 

fun 22. listen



>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Haftorah: You 
Know Navi

You may be surprised to find something familiar in every haftorah.

Background
The haftorah for Parshas Mishpatim is often skipped in a non-
leap year, because that week is usually Parshas Shekalim. The 
haftorah takes place during the final years of the first Beis Ha-
mikdash. The Babylonian Army has already captured most of 
Eretz Yisrael; only Yerushalayim remains free, under the rule of 
King Tzidkiyahu. The Babylonians surrounded it, but they were 
scared away by the Egyptian army.

Haftorah Summary 
In order to thank Hashem for saving them, the people of Yerusha-
layim agree to free all their slaves, as they should have done in 
accordance with the laws of Parshas Mishpatim. However, they 
later recapture all of them. Hashem tells the navi Yirmiyahu that 
this will incur a terrible punishment. Klal Yisrael violated the 
laws in Parshas Mishpatim, which were the terms of their sal-
vation from the slavery in Mitzrayim. They therefore no longer 
have a merit to be free and will be taken as slaves again. They will 
be struck with something resembling the plagues.

The haftorah concludes with a promise of the ultimate yeshuah, 
when Mashiach arrives. 

You Know Navi
This week’s haftorah contains the pasuk from which Chazal 
learn that all of the universe only exists in the merit of Torah and 
mitzvos:

ְמּתִי ַמיִם וָָאֶרץ לֹא ׂשָ   ּכֹה ָאַמר ה' ִאם לֹא בְִריִתי יֹוָמם וָלָיְלָה ֻחּקֹות ׁשָ
)ירמיהו לג:כה(

sitting near him. “You have good relations with the poritz 
through your business dealings with him. Can you speak to 
him about this matter?”

“Sure,” the wealthy man responded. “I think he’ll listen to 
me.”

The innkeeper and the wealthy man took leave of the Bach. 
Once in the street, the innkeeper turned to the man. “Will you 
speak to the poritz right away?” he asked. “The deal is set to 
close any minute now, and I will be left out in the cold!”

“As soon as I can,” the wealthy man promised. “I have to travel 
to Leipzig for a business expo right now, but I’ll do it as soon 
as I get back.”

“Please, could you do it before you go? I’m really afraid that by 
the time you get back, the contract will be signed, and then it 
will be much harder to cancel. The new tenant may have even 
moved in by then!”

“I’m sorry, my dear friend, but I must go now. I stand to lose 
my whole fortune if I don’t go to the fair early! I’ll only be away 
for a week, and I promise I’ll speak to the poritz as soon as I 
get back to town. I won’t even go home first!”

“But…”

“It will be okay. I’m confident that the poritz will listen to me. 
Don’t worry. It’s all in Hashem’s hands—all we are doing is 
hishtadlus!”

The two parted. The businessman set off for the fair and the 
innkeeper went home, still nervous.

Sure enough, the wealthy man kept his word. A week later, 
before going home, he spoke to the poritz and the deal was re-
versed. The innkeeper was allowed to stay in his inn.

Years later, the wealthy man died. Shortly thereafter, he visit-
ed the Bach in a dream. “How was your judgment in Shamay-
im?” the Bach asked.

“Baruch Hashem, I was judged for merit and taken straight to 
a high place in Gan Eden,” the man said. “A parade of beautiful 
malachim walked me to my place. But just as I was about to 
enter, I met another malach at the gate. He was very beautiful, 
but also very stern. He would not let me pass.

“‘Who are you?’ I asked him. 

“‘I am the malach created by your intervention on behalf of 
the poor innkeeper,’ the malach answered. ‘It was a great 
mitzvah and it created a beautiful malach, but I cannot let you 
into Gan Eden! You made that poor man wait for a week while 
you took care of your business, after you lectured him about 
bitachon and hishtadlus. Where was your own bitachon and 
understanding of hishtadlus? Do you know how much fear, 
worry, and angst he suffered during that week? I demand that 
you return to the Beis Din shel Ma’alah to be judged again!’

“So it was. I was brought back to face the court and they heard 
my case again. I was ordered to stand outside Gan Eden and 
watch longingly for as long as I had made the poor man wait. 
Rebbe, you cannot imagine the pain of watching and waiting 
and not being allowed inside! How I regret not doing that 
mitzvah with zerizus!”

The Bach told the story to his kehillah and often repeated it 
to emphasize the importance of performing mitzvos with zer-
izus, right away, with energy and excitement.



Treats from 
Targum
So much more than just translation — quick insights 
into Targum Onkelos!

 עָזֹב ּתַעֲזֹב עִּמו ... ֹ )שמות כג:ה(

ּבֹוק ָמא ִדבְלִּבָךְ עֲלֹוִהי וְּתָפֵרק  ּבַק ּתִׁשְ   ִמׁשְ
עִֵמּה ... )תרגום אונקלוס(

Surely you shall help (with) him... (Shemos 
23:5)

The Torah tells us that one should help his 
enemy unload his donkey. Onkelos adds 
a few words into his translation: “Surely 
you shall remove what is in your heart 
against him, and unburden with him.” 

Perhaps the Targum is indicating that 
when one sees a person with whom he 
does not get along in a vulnerable position, 
he should have feelings of mercy. That is 
a great opportunity to make up with him 
and clear the air.

5
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This date in 
Jewish history

Today, 27 Shevat, is the birthday and yahrtzeit of Rabbi Alexander Sender Schorr, 
author of the Simlah Chadashah, the foremost sefer on hilchos shechitah.

Rav Schorr was a direct descendant of Rabbi Yosef Bechor Schorr of Orleans, one 
of the most famous of the French Baalei Tosafos. At a young age, he was appointed 
head of the beis din of the town of Hovniv, near Lvov, Ukraine.

The sefer Simlah Chadashah and a commentary he wrote on it, called Tevuos 
Shor, have been reprinted more than a hundred times. Simlah Chadashah is the 
most widely used sefer by Ashkenazim to learn the laws of shechitah. Shochtim 
complete it every 30 days and use it more authoritatively than even the Shulchan 
Aruch. In the sefer, the author takes a strong stand against the Pri Chadash, a pop-
ular Sephardic sefer. Many Sephardim do not learn Simlah Chadashah. 

Rabbi Alexander Sender Schorr passed away in the town of Zhovkva (Zelkava) on 
the 27th of Shevat in the year 5497 (1737). His tombstone is still accessible in the 
Jewish cemetery in Zelkava.

Ge
ma

tr
ia

ְרּבֶךָ... לֹא ִתְהיֶה ...  וֲַהִסרִֹתי ַמֲחלָה ִמּקִ
ָ ּכֵלָה וַעֲָקָרה ּבְַאְרצֶך  ְמׁשַ

(שמות כג:כה-כו)
לא יהיה בך עקר מן התלמידים

(בכורות דף מד:)

I will remove illness from among you… 
There will be none bereft or barren in your 

land… (Shemos 23:25-26)

None barren… of talmidei [chachamim]. 
(Gemara Bechoros 44b)

ישראל = 541
מחלה  = 83

When (83) מחלה is removed from ישראל, 
(541) we are left with 458, which equals חתן. 
This refers to talmidei chachamim, who are 

“engaged” to the Torah. That is why the 
Gemara says that this pasuk means we will 

not be “barren” of talmidei chachamim.

(Chasam Sofer)



"At Your Shabbos Table" is compiled by Rabbi Yitzchok Landa. Comments, suggestions: CircleTime@circmag.com
No part of  Circle Time: At Your Shabbos Table may be reproduced without permission and credit.
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Parshas Mishpatim teaches us about shemit-
tah, which is going on right now in Eretz Yis-
rael! Some halachos of shemittah are relevant 
in chutz la’Aretz as well.

Can I get special shemittah fruits and 
vegetables in chutz la’Aretz?
Produce that belongs to the shemittah year 
(vegetables picked during shemittah and 
fruits that blossomed during shemittah) have 
a special holiness, called kedushas shevi’is. It 
is forbidden to send such produce out of Eretz 
Yisrael. Flowers exported from Israel also 
have kedushas shevi’is.

If I find Israeli produce here, can I buy it 
and eat it?
Fresh fruits and vegetables from Eretz 
Yisrael always need a reliable hechsher 
because they require terumos and ma’as-
ros to be taken from them properly. During 
shemittah, there is no issue of terumos and 
ma’asros, but there are other halachic con-
cerns. Although it is not forbidden to eat ke-
dushas shevi’is if it was inadvertently export-
ed, the land and trees may have been worked 
during shemittah to help the fruits and vege-
tables grow, and that would make such pro-
duce assur. Also, one is not allowed to pur-
chase shemittah produce in the normal way. 
One should therefore not buy any Israeli 

produce — fresh, canned, dried, or bottled — 
without a reliable hechsher (during shemittah 
and otherwise). If one discovers that he has 
done so, a rav must be consulted to determine 
whether it is from shemittah and the proper 
way to deal with it (or dispose of it).

Can I assume fruits and vegetables with a 
hechsher do not have a shemittah issue? 

Yes, as long as it is a known, reliable hechsh-
er. On products like wine and other bottled 
drinks and canned produce, check for words 
like “heter mechirah,” which most communi-
ties do not rely on, or “otzar beis din,” which 
should not be taken out of Eretz Yisrael as it 

has kedushah. (A product with a good 
hechsher will not have those words 

and their presence should 

definitely raise a red flag as to the hechsher’s 
reliability.)

Do I need to be careful with shemittah 
produce even after shemittah has ended?
Shemittah wine can be around for a long 
time. Wines will usually list their production 
year—2022 (and 2015) are shemittah product 
years. Canned fruits and vegetables, as well 
as bottled drinks, can also still be made from 
shemittah produce. Fresh vegetables from the 
shemittah year can be on the market until as 
late as Chanukah after shemittah, and fruits 
can be around until the following summer.

Can I trust a storekeeper to tell me from 
where his produce was imported?

A storekeeper who is a Torah-obser-
vant Jew can be trusted in this re-

gard. Store employees should 
not be relied upon.

I’m visiting Eretz Yisrael. 
What do I need to look out 
for?

The halachos of shemittah in Eretz Yisrael are 
complex. In addition to the halachos that ap-
ply to everyone there, a visitor must be care-
ful not to bring any produce with kedushah 
back with him. Also, money can acquire ke-
dushas shevi’is if it was earned from the sale 
of shemittah produce. Those coins may not 

leave Eretz Yisrael either.

Shemittah in 
Chutz La’Aretz
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The last word
A one-liner worth 

remembering

"B'zei'as apecha (by the sweat of your brow) 
was a curse, not a blessing!"
– The Alter of Slabodka, reminding a talmid (Rav Dovid Leibowitz) that although a 
good doctor (or any other person with a successful career) deserves respect, we should 
not be too much in awe of him—for his career is ultimately just a means of parnassah.


