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I am writing as a Chris-
tian pastor — a Baptist, no
less — serving churches
for the past 52 years. Of
course, I favor Christian-
ity. And in my ministry, I
invite persons to consider
faith in Jesus Christ.
Therefore, it may seem
surprising that I am a
leader of an effort in Kan-
sas City during this elec-
tion year to resist White
Christian nationalism.
White Christian national-
ism does not invite people
into faith, but rather seeks
to dominate, control and
coerce not only individu-
als, but society.

White Christian nation-

alism is built upon a fun-
damental lie: that America
was founded by Christians
for Christians. Its follow-
ers’ belief is that Chris-
tianity, particularly their
version of Christianity,
should have elevated
status and indeed dom-
inate every facet of our
society. 

It is true that most of
America’s founders were
Christians, though there
were significant excep-
tions. But they came to
America in large part
seeking religious liberty,
not Christian domination.
The religious liberty they
were seeking was far dif-
ferent from the state-
supported churches they
were fleeing. No one knew
if this “American experi-
ment” would work. In-
deed, at first nine of the 13
colonies had a state-sup-
ported church. However,
within 15 years, nearly all
state churches in the colo-
nies ended and religious

liberty in America began.
We weren’t founded to

be a Christian nation, but
rather a nation where all
Americans are free to
practice their faith as they
see fit, or observe no faith
at all. Yet today, there is a
growing group of people —
once on the fringe, but
now in elected offices
across American govern-
ment — who seek Chris-

tian domination. They
want their version of
Christianity to be given
preferred treatment. Even
U.S. House Speaker Mike
Johnson has a Christian
nationalist flag hanging at
the entrance to his Capitol
office.

I take exception to white
Christian nationalism
because it is a complete
misrepresentation of Jesus

of Nazareth. He didn’t
seek to dominate, coerce
or control others. Not
ever. And he didn’t seek
preferential treatment for
his followers or himself.
His teachings were just
the opposite: Jesus taught
that “those who want to
be first among you must
be your servant,” as in
Matthew 20:27. As a fol-
lower of Jesus, I don’t
want to be a part of any
group that coerces, dom-
inates or seeks to control
our society. I don’t want to
be a part of any system
that seeks preferential
treatment of white people.
I don’t seek preferential
treatment of Christians. I
choose to live in freedom
where everyone is granted
equal rights and opportu-
nity, regardless of race,
gender, age, economic
status or orientation.

I choose to live in a
society that honors reli-
gious freedom and allows
all of us the liberty to

follow the dictates of our
own souls. White Chris-
tian nationalism has been
around in our society for a
long time (think the Ku
Klux Klan), but it has
become more pervasive
and masks itself behind
lies and misrepresenta-
tions. 

Along with many other
religious leaders across
our metropolitan area, I
invite you to attend a
teach-in on white Chris-
tian nationalism on Thurs-
day, March 7 from 3:30 to
5:30 pm at Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church
at Linwood Boulevard and
Park Avenue, just east of
U.S. Highway 71. It’s free
and you will learn about
the dangers of this move-
ment to our democracy.

The Rev. Dr. Stephen D.
Jones is co-pastor of First
Baptist Church in Kansas
City and chairperson of
MORE2’s campaign “Call
to the Beloved Community,
Resisting White Christian
Nationalism.”
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House Speaker Mike Johnson hangs a flag outside his
Capitol office promoting an ideology that seeks to
dominate, coerce and control others. 

has a history of troubling
behavior. In 2007, he was
sentenced to jail on gun
and drug charges after a
road rage incident.
Authorities found illegal
and prescription drugs
throughout the Pennsylva-
nia home where both Reid
brothers lived with their
parents. (Garrett was sen-
tenced around the same
time for smashing into a
car while high on heroin.)

“It sounds more or less
like a drug emporium
there, with the drugs all
over the house,” a judge
told Britt Reid at the time,
“and you’re an addict.”

Which means the 2021
accident that injured Ariel
wasn’t a one-off. Given
that history, it makes
sense that the younger
Reid received a stiff pun-
ishment for his irrespon-
sible and injurious beha-
vior.

“Whatever my sentence
is,” he said at the 2022
sentencing hearing, “I
understand and accept

responsibility for the
decision I made that
night.”

Now, though, the weight
of that responsibility has
been lifted from him.
Classic enabling behavior
by the governor.

Parson framed his deci-
sion in the context of
addiction treatment. “Mr.
Reid has completed his
alcohol abuse treatment
program and has served
more prison time than
most individuals convicted
of similar offenses,” a
spokesman said Friday. 

Perhaps. We sincerely
wish Britt Reid the best in
his recovery. That is not
an easy journey to make.

But the governor’s deci-
sion was wrong. 

It was wrong because it
smacked of favoritism — a
sign that our justice
system is rigged in favor
of the powerful and
well-connected. And it
was wrong because it
showed no sense of justice
or mercy for Ariel Young,

whose family received no
advance notice that Par-
son would act.

“There simply can be no
response that explains
away the failure to notify
victims of the offender,”
Jackson County Prose-
cutor Jean Peters Baker
rightly pointed out on
Saturday.

Parson’s decision was
also wrong, though, be-
cause easing Britt Reid’s
punishment might be the
last thing he needs for his
recovery to be successful.
That’s even before you
factor in the anger and
scrutiny aroused by Par-
son’s high-profile commu-
tation.

Mercy is a virtue. The
governor’s decision ap-
pears to be anything but
virtuous. We can only
hope that Britt Reid earns
this redemption. Missouri
will be watching.

and badly injured a 5-
year-old girl, Ariel Young.
She’ll be living with the
consequences the rest of
her life. 

Britt Reid, though, has
been given a reprieve from
his own consequences. On
Friday, Missouri Gov.
Mike Parson commuted
Reid’s three-year prison
sentence for the accident.
He will now serve out the
rest of his punishment
amid the comforts of
home, until October 2025.

We’re not sure Parson
actually did Britt Reid a
favor, however.

Among people who deal
with and treat addiction,
there is a concept known
as “enabling.” It refers to
when friends and family
of an addicted person
shield them from the con-

Addiction is a monster.
It can destroy lives —

not just the addict, but the
people around them. Kan-
sas City Chiefs Coach
Andy Reid and his family
already know that bitter
truth: They lost their son,
Garrett, to a heroin
overdose in 2012. A year
later, Reid came to Kansas
City to start his run as the
most successful head
coach in team history. And
for most of that time he
kept his other troubled
adult son, Britt, close by as
an assistant coach.

That lasted until Febru-
ary 2021, when the young-
er Reid — who was driving
while intoxicated —
crashed into a parked car

sequences of their beha-
vior with well-intentioned
acts that end up making it
easier for that bad beha-
vior to continue. What
seems loving or merciful
can in such circumstances
deepen and prolong a
crisis.

“Enabling can take
many forms,” say the folks
at the Hazelden Betty
Ford Foundation, who run
America’s most famous
addiction treatment cen-
ter. You can enable an
addicted person by paying
off their debts, fixing their
tickets or — and this
seems relevant — by “bail-
ing them out of jail.” 

We can probably add
“commuted their prison
sentence” to the list.

The reason for our con-
cern: Britt Reid already
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As the executive direc-
tor of the Kansas City
Shepherd’s Center, I
witness firsthand the
challenges facing older
Missourians who are
struggling to maintain
their independence amid
rising property taxes and
housing costs. For many,
these increases jeopar-
dize their ability to re-

main in their communi-
ties, threatening their
cherished independence. 

Across the state, pol-
icymakers have acknowl-
edged this pressing issue,
with bipartisan efforts to
update the Missouri prop-
erty tax credit, commonly
known as the “circuit
breaker.” This credit,
established in 1973 to

provide relief to older
adults and individuals
with disabilities on fixed
incomes, has unfortu-
nately not been updated
since 2008, leaving many
in our community with-
out the assistance they
desperately need as in-
flation continues to make
them economically vul-
nerable. 

The consequences of
this stagnation are dire.
Seniors and individuals
with disabilities who
once qualified for this
critical support now find
themselves excluded,
facing financial strain
that jeopardizes their
ability to stay in their
homes. The circuit break-
er isn’t merely about
financial relief. It’s about
preserving dignity and
independence for those
who have contributed so
much to our communi-
ties. 

Despite bipartisan
support and legislative
efforts, the passage of
updated legislation has
been stymied by divisive
election year politics,
particularly in the Mis-
souri Senate. 

While a measure to
freeze property taxes has
been passed by the state
and county levels, its
impact won’t be felt im-
mediately, leaving many
of our clients in distress
about their current fi-
nancial stability and
housing security. 

At KC Shepherd’s Cen-
ter, we receive calls
weekly from older adults
being threatened with
eviction and utility shut-
off notices. Even the
small Social Security
increase in 2024 ex-
cludes some older adults
from eligibility for the tax
credit as currently struc-
tured and puts them at
risk of losing their home
and stability because of
factors beyond their con-

trol. 
These are the real-life

consequences of inaction
on updating the Missouri
property tax credit in-
come eligibility and cred-
it amount available to
older Missourians. 

It’s time for our legisla-
tors to act decisively. By
increasing both income
eligibility and the credit
amount to reflect today’s
economic realities, we
can provide immediate
relief to those older
adults 65 and older who
are most vulnerable in
our communities. Addi-
tionally, ensuring the
credit is adjusted regular-
ly would prevent it from
becoming outdated in the
future, ensuring that
low-income older adults
across Missouri who need
it most remain eligible.

I urge our lawmakers
to prioritize the expan-
sion of the Missouri prop-
erty tax credit. By doing
so, they can provide mea-
ningful assistance to
countless older Missour-
ians and individuals with
disabilities, enabling
them to age with dignity
in the communities they
call home. 

Janet Baker is executive
director of Kansas City
Shepherd’s Center, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit
dedicated to serving older
adults across the greater
Kansas City area.

Older Missourians need
property tax relief from Jeff City
BY JANET BAKER
Special to The Kansas City Star
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Update the Missouri property tax credit to preserve their independence and dignity.
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