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for the enhancement of our community,
Greater New Orleans and the Jewish People.

Rabbi President
Deborah Silver Ken Klein

Interim Education Director Executive Director
Meryl Zimmerman Ricardo Totah

y @ @shirchadashnola




LEARN, GROW, EXPLORE

Deuteronomy 21:10 - 237

1 Deuteronomy 21:10-14 Pages 1112-1113
2 Deuteronomy 21:15-17 Page 1113

3 Deuteronomy 21:18-21 Pages 1113-1114
4 Deuteronomy 21:22 - 22:7 | Pages 1114-1117
5 Deuteronomy 22:8-12 Pages 1117-1118
[ Deuteronomy 22:13-29 Pages 1118-1121
7 Deuteronomy 23:1-7 Pages 1122-1123
Maftir Deuteronomy 23:4-7 Pages 1122-1123
Haftarah |Isaiah 54:1-10 Pages 11381139
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At Shir Chadash, we believe study and learning are findamental to the establishment of a strong and engaged
Jewish community. We strive to provide an extraordinary number of learning opportunities for seekers
of all ages, and look forward to learning with you!

Encountering Torah one verse at a time
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You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your kinsman. You shall not abhor an

Egyptian, for you were a stranger in his land.
Devarim 23:8

Sometimes the closer you look at a verse from the Torah, the odder it seems to get. This week’s verse is one of those.

Its immediate context is Moses stipulating who can and who can’t be part of the Israelite community. Ammonites and Moabites
are forbidden to join because of their inhospitality to the Israelites who were crossing the desert. But Edomites are not to be
abhorred/despised, because they trace their ancestry back to Esau. And then comes the second half of our verse.

There are two ways it doesn’t make sense. Firstly, why wouldn’t the Israelites abhor the Egyptians who enslaved them for four
hundred years, especially given that the Exodus was the birth event of the Israelite nation? And second - what’s all this about
being a ‘stranger’ in Egypt? The Israelites weren’t ‘strangers’ - they were slaves - abused and exploited and - yes -

abhorred. Surely it’s a corruption of history to suggest otherwise? And don’t we make a whole ceremony out of reliving the
experience every year just so we don’t forget what it was like?!

But I think that is precisely the point that Moses is making. The Exodus is indeed the formative event of the Israelite nation. But
if it is entrenched along with all its frustration, hatred and trauma, it runs the risk of becoming a trap. In order for the people to
grow and thrive, it must be remembered, but reframed. And this is a radical reframing indeed.

The commandment to love the stranger is the one most often repeated in the Torah, perhaps because it is the most difficult one
to perform. It requires stepping away from the comfort of categories and actively and deliberately reaching out towards what we
do not know. Anyone can love their neighbor, but it takes a real effort of soul to imagine what it is like to be the other and try
to understand that from the inside.

The mystical understanding of the slavery of Egypt - mitzrayim, the narrow place - is that it was a state of intellectual,
psychological and spiritual limitation. The people were simply unable to rise above their immediate situation to a place of
insight. But in this verse, Moses is asking them to uncouple their feelings from their history. We should note that the
requirement is not to forgive the Egyptians or even to understand them. Rather, the Israelites must reframe their relationship
with their past suffering and see it in a wider perspective. A people bound by the shackles of hatred can never be truly free.

At this time of year as we approach the High Holydays, we too are being asked to consider what binds us and whether that
understanding is helpful. If the Israelites could reframe the whole of the Exodus, can we, too, let go of a version of the past that
is harmful to us?

Our freedom depends on it.

Rabbi Silver




