Stay well and
Shabbat Shalom!
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CONSERVATIVE CONGREGATION

Parashat Ki Tavo
Shabbat, September 4-5, 2020
16 Elul 5780

Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation is a
warm, inclusive, egalitarian synagogue that
honors tradition while embracing modernity.
We are a sacred community where all are
welcome to join in praying, learning and
celebrating together. Collectively, our voices
from young to old form a new song through
which each member is inspired and enriched
for the enhancement of our community,
Greater New Orleans and the Jewish People.
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LEARN, GROW, EXPLORE

Deuteronomy 26:1 - 27:10

1 Deuteronomy 26:1-3 Pages 1140-1141

2 Deuteronomy 26:4-8 Page 1141

3 Deuteronomy 26:9-11 Pages 1141-1142

4 Deuteronomy 26:12-15 Pages 1142-1143
5 Deuteronomy 26:16-19 Pages 1143-1144
[ Deuteronomy 27:1-4 Pages 1144-1145
7 Deuteronomy 27:5-10 Pages 1145-1146
Maftir Deuteronomy 27:7-10 Pages 1145-1146
Haftarah |Isaiah 60:1-22 Pages 1161-1164

We pray for healing for:
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At Shir Chadash, we believe study and learning are findamental to the establishment of a strong and engaged
Jewish community. We strive to provide an extraordinary number of learning opportunities for seekers
of all ages, and look forward to learning with you!

Encountering Torah one verse at a time
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You shall take some of every first fruit of the soil, which you harvest from the land that
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the LORD your God is giving you, put it in a basket and go to the place where the
LORD your God will choose to establish God’s name.
Devarim 26:2

We read our verse at a stage in the Jewish calendar when we are deeply engaged in looking backwards. The work of
teshuvah that marks this season is characterized by the exercise called feshbon nefesh, a personal soul-accounting
that we take of our own behavior. We ask ourselves: where did we miss, where did we misalign, where did we
actively do wrong over the course of the past year? Perhaps as we undertake the exercise we will begin to see
patterns emerging, repetitions of a particular type of conduct, a particular way of understanding ourselves or a
relationship or the world. Perhaps we will reveal to ourselves how they have damaged us and others.

We might also perceive places where we deliberately limited or truncated our understanding. We can see this
reflected in the story that is told to the High Priest over the first fruits offering - a composed history that of
necessity does not reflect everything, in order to keep the story moving forwards. No single version of events can
ever be complete in itself. Part of heshbon nefesh is this exercise of looking back to try to discover what we missed.

But this time of year is not only about making a pile of our past wrongdoings and mourning over them. That would
mean that our New Year is only a time of hindsight.

But Rosh Hashanah does represent a new beginning. The symbolism of those first fruits is powerful. Once we have
analyzed our past behavior, we can get back down to what we know is good, and true, and natural, and wholesome
in ourselves. We can gather together our own strengths and by placing them in a symbolic ‘basket,” offer them as a
gift towards the year that is coming.

Rabbi Nachman teaches that no matter how harshly we judge ourselves, we each have inside ourselves a nekudah
tovah, a little point of goodness that we can cherish and nurture and help to grow. Even though we may have gone
wrong in the past, we are still full of potential. Perhaps our natural eloquence can grow us into advocates. Perhaps
our natural ability to listen can turn us into wise advisors. Perhaps we are high in natural exuberance and can turn
our energy to encouraging others when they tire. Perhaps we have other, as yet undiscovered, gifts to offer.

Our task is to find them, put them in the basket, and bring them into the New Year.

Rabbi Silver




