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Shabbat, September 11-12, 2020
23 Elul 5780

Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation is a
warm, inclusive, egalitarian synagogue that
honors tradition while embracing modernity.
We are a sacred community where all are
welcome to join in praying, learning and
celebrating together. Collectively, our voices
from young to old form a new song through
which each member is inspired and enriched
for the enhancement of our community,
Greater New Orleans and the Jewish People.

1 Havdalah 7:59 pm
Candlelighting time next Friday 6:43 pm
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LEARN, GROW, EXPLORE

Deuteronomy 29:9 - 30:14
1 Deuteronomy 29:9-1 Page 1165
2 Deuteronomy 29:12-14 Pages 1165-1166
3 Deuteronomy 29:15-28 Pages 1166-1168
4 Deuteronomy 30:1-3 Page 1169
5 Deuteronomy 30:4-6 Pages 1169-1170
6 Deuteronomy 30:7-10 Page 1170
7 Deuteronomy 30:11-14 Pages 1170-1171
Maftir Deuteronomy 30:11-14 Pages 1170-1171
Haftarah | Isaiah é1:10 - 63:9 Pages 1180-1184
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At Shir Chadash, we believe study and learning are findamental to the establishment of a strong and engaged
Jewish community. We strive to provide an extraordinary number of learning opportunities for seekers
of all ages, and look forward to learning with you!

Encountering Torah one verse at a time
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You stand this day, all of you, before the LORD your God—your tribal heads, your

elders and your officials, all the men of Israel...
Devarim 29:9

This week’s verse begins our Torah portion. And within it is a word that will repeat not once, not twice, not even the ‘magic’ seven, but
ten times over a comparatively short parashah.

The word is hayom, and it means “today.”

In its context, it applies to the Israelites standing on the plains of Moab on the particular day that Moses is speaking to them. And it
shows up again at the end of the parashah, when Moses tells the people: / have set before you today blessing and curse.

It is always meaningful to me that we read this parashah just before Rosh Hashanah, at the time of year when we are looking back over
our behavior. We are the sum total of the choices we have made in order to get to the moment in which we now stand.

The spiritual tradition of Mussar - Jewish self-improvement - teaches that it is precisely in the moments in which we make our choices
that we set the direction of our own spiritual growth.

A ‘choice point” happens when we are contemplating a change in one of our established behaviors. It presents us with an opportunity to
step outside of our automatic responses. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler desribes it as a battlefront between the yetzer hatov - the pull to do
good/the pull towards the other and the yerzer hara - the pull to do evil/the pull towards the self.

Choice points can happen around situations that seem quite trivial. An everyday example: do we let another person or car in front of us
in line, do we tap our foot impatiently as we wait for someone to get ready? Or do we choose to use that moment to test our capacity
for a wider perspective, a greater degree of compassion?

The particular stresses under which we are living in our own ‘today’ have confronted us with a whole new series of choice points in our
lives. How are we going to behave during a Zoom call - will we be present, or just hide behind our photograph while we do something
else? As we scroll through our facebook feeds, will we give in to the temptation to watch another collection of Harry Potter out-takes
rather than address the pile of work on our desks? Can we be consistent in keeping in touch with each other even though we might not
have cheerful news to share? And how far are we prepared to go in order to preserve not only our own health, but each other’s?

The thing about a choice point is that it only ever happens Aayom, in the present. We build our characters not by using hindsight or by
setting goals for the future, though both are worthwhile things to do. Rather, it is our moment by moment and day by day choices that
make us who we are.

The good thing, as the parashah reminds us, is that it’s always today. And so, we always have a choice; and we can always change the
direction in which we will grow.

Rabbi Silver




