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CONSERVATIVE CONGREGATION

Parashat Shelach Lecha
Shabbat M varchim Hachodesh
Shabbat, June 19-20, 2020
28 Sivan 5780

Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation is a
warm, inclusive, egalitarian synagogue that
honors tradition while embracing modernity.
We are a sacred community where all are
welcome to join in praying, learning and
celebrating together. Collectively, our voices
from young to old form a new song through
which each member is inspired and enriched
for the enhancement of our community,
Greater New Orleans and the Jewish People.
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Havdalah
Candlelighting time next Friday 747 pm
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LEARN, GROW, EXPLORE

At Shir Chadash, we believe study and learning are fundamental to the establishment of a strong and engaged
Jewish community. We strive to provide an extraordinary number of learning opportunities for seekers
of all ages, and look forward to learning with you!

Numbers 13:1 - 14:7
1 Numbers 13:1-3 Page 840
2 Numbers 13:4-16 Pages 840-841
3 Numbers 13:17-20 Pages 841-842
4 Numbers 13:21-24 Page 842
5 Numbers 13:25-30 Pages 843-844
6 Numbers 13:31-33 Page 844
7 Numbers 14:1-7 Pages 844-845
Maftir | Numbers 14:5-7 Page 845
Haftara |Joshua 2:1-24 Pages 857-859

We pray for healing for:
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Larry Bensignor Emline Hirsch Matthew Redmond
Wendy Bero Gregory Johnson Diane Riehlmann
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Encountering Torah one verse at a time
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That shall be your fringe; look at it and recall all the commandments of the LORD and
observe them, so that you do not follow your heart and eyes in your lustful urge.
Bamidbar15:39

The Rabbis teach in the Midrash to the book of Bamidbar that the Torah has seventy ‘faces.” The underlying idea is that a single
piece of Torah - a single verse, a single word, even - is capable of being understood in multiple ways. This is one of the reasons
that as a people we remain entranced by Torah - we ‘turn it and turn it, for everything is in it (Pirke/ Avor 5:26).

Yet sometimes it feels like the inverse is true, and that a whole Torah portion is framed around a single, central idea. This week’s
Torah portion can be read that way. The central idea is the one set out in our verse: that it matters where, and how, we place
our eyes.

At the beginning of the Torah portion, Moses instructs twelve scouts to go into the land of Canaan and investigate it. After this,
ten of the scouts come back terrified - they have seen the land, they say, and the inhabitants are giants to whom they must look

like grasshoppers. And, they continue, now they feel like grasshoppers would feel in front of giants. The scouts’ terror prompts
an outbreak of panic, which is met by an equally passionate outbreak from God. The whole generation will be left to wander in

the wilderness until all but a select few die off. The scouts’ loss of perspective exacts the heaviest of collective penalties.

Rather than simply read this as the act of a capricious, punishing God, it can be helpful instead to realize that the Torah is
forcing our attention back to the magnitude of what went wrong in the first place. We need a big word to describe the ten
scouts’ loss of perspective: ‘vertiginous’ might work. Something in what they saw triggered a sense of being tiny in relation to
something immensely tall, which in turn left them feeling distraught and powerless. By contrast, Joshua and Caleb, the remaining
two scouts, seem to have seen something entirely different - the beauty and richness of the land itself that they ‘traversed and
scouted.” But the vertical imagery used by the ten terrified scouts is what catches the people’s imagination, and Joshua and
Caleb’s broader vision is simply denied.

The word translated as ‘scout’ - /atur - appears again in our verse about the tzitzit. If we focus on them and direct our
imaginations towards Torah, we will be less inclined to /atur after where our eyes and our thoughts pull us. The verse
underscores the message by pointing out that following our thoughts is a “lustful’” business - addictive, perhaps, in the same way as
desire itself. But if we choose a point of focus for our eyes and our heart/minds, we won’t fall into terror and panic.

And this idea is as helpful now as it was then to Joshua and Caleb. We, too, are navigating a kind of wilderness. We, too, are
being confronted with the unknown and the unquantifiable.

It matters where we place our eyes.

Rabbi Silver




