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who enjoys but myself?' 26To the man, 
namely; who pleases Him He has given u•the 
wisdom and shrewdness to enjoy himself-u; 
and to him who displeases, He has given • 
the urge to gather and amass-only for hand­
ing on to one who is pleasing to God. That 
too is futile and pursuit of wind. 

3 A season is set for everything, a time for
every experience under heaven:0 

2 A time for b-being born·b and a time for 
dying, 

A time for planting and a time for up­
rooting the planted; 

3 A time for c-slaying and a time for heal­
ing, •c 

A time for tearing down and a time for 
building up; 

4 A time for weeping and a time for laugh­
mg, 

A time for wailing and a time for dancing; 
s A time for throwing stones and a time for 

gathering stones, 
A time for embracing and a time for 

shunning embraces; 
6 A time for seeking and a time for losing, 

A time for keeping and a time for discard­
mg; 

7 A time for ripping and a time for sewing, 
A time for silence and a time for speaking; 

s A time for loving and a time for hating; 
A time for war and a time for peace. 

9What value, then, can the man of affairs 
get from what he earns? 10J have observed 
the business that God gave man to be con­
cerned with: 11He brings everything to pass 
precisely at its time; He also puts eternity 

1 Some mss. and ancient versions read mimmennu "by His 
doing" 

• .,. Lit. "wisdom and knowledge and enjoyment" 
• I.e. all human experiences are preordained by God; see v. 11 
b-b Lit. "giving birth" 
c-c Emendation yields "wrecking .... repairing"; cf. I Ki. 18.30 
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in their mind/ but without man ever guess­
ing, from first to last, all the things that God
brings to pass. 12Thus l realized that the 
only worth-while thing there is for them is.
to enjoy themselves and do what is good•
in their lifetime; Dalso, that whenever a man
does eat and drink and get enjoyment out
of all his wealth, it is a gift of God. 

141 realized, too, that whatever God has
brought to pass will recur evermore:

Nothing can be added to it 
And nothing taken from it-

and God has brought to pass that men revere
Him. 
1s 'What is occurring occurred long since, 

And what is to occur occurred long since:
and God seeks the pursued. 16And, indeed,
l have observed under the sun: 

Alongside justice there is wickedness, 
Alongside righteousness there is wicked-

ness. 
171 mused: "God will doom both righteous
and wicked, for g-there is-g a time for every
experience and for every happening."
18 1So l decided, as regards men, to dis­
sociate them [from] the divine beings and
to face the fact that they are beasts.h 19for in
respect of the fate of man and the fate of
beast, they have one and the same fate: as
the one dies so dies the other, and both have
the same life-breath; man has no superiority
over beast, since both amount to nothing .
20Both go to the same place; both came
from dust and both return to dust. 21 Who
knows if a man's life-breath does rise upward
and if a beast's breath does sink down into
the earth?

d I.e. He preoccupies man with the attempt to discover the 
times of future events; cf. 8. 17 

e I.e. what the author has already concluded (2.24) is good 
r Meaning of parts of verse uncertain 
•·• Shift of a diacritical point yields "He has set" 
h Contrast Ps. 8.5-6 
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22J saw that there is nothing better for 
man than to enjoy his possessions, since that 
is his portion. For who can enable him to 
see what will happen afterward? 

4 I further observed" all the oppression
that goes on under the sun: the tears of the 
oppressed, with none to comfort them; and 
the power of their oppressors-with none 
to comfort them. 2Then I accounted those 
who died long since more fortunate than 
those who are still living; 3and happier than 
either are those who have not yet come into 
being and have never witnessed the miseries 
that go on under the sun. 

4J have also noted that all labor and skillful 
enterprise come from men's envy of each 
other-another futility and pursuit of wind! 
s [True,] 

The fool folds his hands togetherb 

And has to eat his own flesh. 
6 [But no less truly,] 

Better is a handful of gratification 
Than two fistfuls of labor which is pur­

suit of wind. 
7 And I have noted this further futility

under the sun: Bthe case of the man who is 
alone, with no companion, who has neither 
son nor brother; yet he amasses wealth with­
out limit, and_ his eye is never sated with 
riches. For whom, now, c-is he amassing it 
while denying himself-c enjoyment? That 
too is a futility and an unhappy business. 

9 <lTwo are better off than one, in that 
they have greater •-benefit from·• their earn-

• Cf. 3.16 
b I.e. does not work; cf. Prov. 6.10; 24.33 
<-< Lit. "am I amassing ... myself" 
d 4.9-5.8 consists of a series of observations of which each 

one is introduced by some slight association with what pre­
cedes. The theme of 4.4-8 is not resumed until 5 .9 

""Emendation yields "hope for"; cf. 2.20 
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