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CONSERVATIVE CONGREGATION

Shabbat Machar Chodesh

Parashat B'midbar
Shabbat, May 22 - 23, 2020
29 lyar 5780

Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation is a
warm, inclusive, egalitarian synagogue that
honors tradition while embracing modernity.
We are a sacred community where all are
welcome to join in praying, learning and
celebrating together. Collectively, our voices
from young to old form a new song through
which each member is inspired and enriched
for the enhancement of our community,
Greater New Orleans and the Jewish People.
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LEARN, GROW, EXPLORE

At Shir Chadash, we believe study and learning are findamental to the establishment of a strong and engaged
Jewish community. We strive to provide an extraordinary number of learning opportunities for seekers
of all ages, and look forward to learning with you!

Numbers I:-54

1 Numbers 1:1-4 Pages 769-770
2 Numbers 1:5-16 Pages 770-771
3 Numbers 1:17-19 Page 771

4 Numbers 1:20-27 Pages 771-772
5 Numbers 1:28-35 Page 772

[ Numbers 1:36-43 Pages 772-773
7 Numbers 1:44-54 Pages 773-774
Maftir | Numbers 1:52-54 Page 774
Haftara |1 Samuel 20:18-42 Pages 12161218
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Encountering Torah one verse at a time

IR 0230 PIXR DONY? MWD M2 iwWa U2 ToN2 Tyin 2083 200 137R2 AghoN 0 13T
On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the exodus from the

land of Egypt, the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of
Meeting, saying:
Bamidbar 1:1

With this week’s verse, the ritual language of the book of Leviticus comes to an end and the people’s journey from the base of
Mount Sinai is initiated. For the next 39 years or so, they will be in the midbar, the desert - or, more accurately, the wilderness.

Once more we see how the unfolding of Torah parallels our own lives. Like our ancestors at Sinai, we, too, have been living in a
static, localized reality set about with strict rules. But soon we must begin to negotiate the gray area represented by our growing
recognition that coronavirus is not something to live through, but something to live with - at least for the time being. We must
enter the midbar and encounter all its challenges.

What can we learn from this chaotic book of Torah? There are three principles we can carry with us on our own journeys.

The first is the principle of community. The Children of Israel encounter the midbar together. Its ambiguity is punctuated with
their encampments. And while Rashi points out that the people’s tents were private spaces, with nobody’s front entrance looking
in on another’s, the people retained the sense of being a collective. These days our own collective has been replaced with
rectangular icons on a screen. But like our ancestors, we can draw strength from each other even though we are not in a shared
space.

The second principle has to do with agility. Navigating the m/idbar requires accepting that circumstances can change, and change
quickly. We will be called upon to be flexible and inventive in our behavior, both daily and ritual. Our familiar landmarks
might shift in this new landscape and we will need to be resourceful and adaptable.

And the third principle has to do with nourishment. Our Rabbis teach that the Children of Israel were followed through the
wilderness by Miriam’s well. Whenever they needed, there was water, so their challenges were not compounded by the
desperation of thirst. We, too, need both physical and spiritual nourishment for this stage of the journey. Rashi teaches that
Miriam’s well was hidden inside a very ordinary-looking rock. It may be that we discover it in places we have not previously
thought to be significant. People who have never baked before are baking (and taking) challal; people who never marked the end
of Shabbat are joining online to make fhavdalah; many of us are finding deep comfort in a natural world we were too busy
previously to notice. Miriam’s well may be hidden, but it is still there for us.

And finally, as we approach Shavuot, let’s not forget that Torah was given in the midbar. A Midrash teaches that this is because
the midbaris an ownerless place - a place that is empty. We, too, have to empty ourselves of our preconceptions. And if we can
manage to do that, perhaps we will find that these times, even though they are so challenging, still hold Torah for us.

Rabbi Silver




