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Shir Chadash Conservative Congregation is a
warm, inclusive, egalitarian synagogue that
honors tradition while embracing modernity.
We are a sacred community where all are
welcome to join in praying, learning and
celebrating together. Collectively, our voices
from young to old form a new song through
which each member is inspired and enriched
for the enhancement of our community,
Greater New Orleans and the Jewish People.

Rabbi President
Deborah Silver Ken Klein

Director of Youth Education
& Community Engagement Executive Director
Ricardo Totah

Jennie Lavine




LEARN, GROW, EXPLORE

At Shir Chadash, we believe study and learning are findamental to the establishment of a strong and engaged
Jewish community. We strive to provide an extraordinary number of learning opportunities for seekers
of all ages, and look forward to learning with you!

Leviticus 16:1 - 17:7

1 Leviticus 16:1-6 Pages 679-680
2 Leviticus 16:7-11 Pages 680-68I
3 Leviticus 16:12-17 Pages 681-682
4 Leviticus 16:18-24 Pages 682-683
5 Leviticus 16:25-30 Pages 683-684
[ Leviticus 16:31-34 Pages 684-685
7 Leviticus 17:1-7 Pages 685-686
Maftir | Leviticus 17:5-7 Page 686
Haftara | Ezekiel 22:1-19 Pages 710-712

We pray for healing for:
Theresa Gex

Jackson Albert Airey

Madlyn Bagneris
Euval Barrekette
Olga Barrekette

Lyle Addison Barrocas

Selma Goldberg
Diana Gorlin
Annette Grauer
Elaine Gross

Howard Nagelberg
Sean O’Donnell
Jennifer Kuhn Palmer
Larry Rabin
Linda Ramelli

Carol Bear Emline Hirsch Matthew Redmond
Larry Bensignor Gregory Johnson Diane Riehlmann
Wendy Bero Natalia Kamyshbibova Roland Roger
Jackie Brave Sheila Kaufman lan Rowland
Sarah Carp Adam Kramer Rande Suhrer

Chris Cassimus
Deborah Cobette
Natalie Cohen
Stephen Cohen
Nathan Dayan
Beth Eckstein

Julie Landis
Deborah Lauricella
Alissa Lepisto
Anne Levy
Steven Loeb
Hannah Malka

Cindy Snyder
Barbara Siegelman
Stephen Susman
Joshua Thies
Shaw Thompson
Tatiana Urbanovich

Titia de Lange Rabbi Michael Matuson Janelle Vallen
Maria Sancho-Fox Christy Moore Earl Blake Wisecarver

Ellen Freeman Juliette Yager Murray Helen Wolff

Adrian Garner Les Yoakum

12 DYWAT 900 D2 7127 A0 HYTID 12 00 PRI 07 12 O1AR
P27 N2 9777 730 1IN DA NPT YW 1900 VOR 12 072K 07IOR:90
T ;77w N2 7077 HRMW 12 D9W ARD N2 371 RTOA I0W 12 1070 R

72 TYOHR DRI OX N2 KAV 77127 1510 DA ARD AP L MYOK 12 2py°
2ART DRI 12 20 73 71977 N2 71972 YR YOIPT N2 70972 TNOK (IN0X
INOK 12 2% PRP:DTIAR N2 77027 27102 N2 VPR ROMP 12 PR AN
N2 597 N 97:779 12 TR YOOUD N2 ARY 7IWIRWRA P20 12028 M2
N2 77997 7Y0D N2 DA PN MY N2 00 A12TE0MN N2 MWW
7290 N2 YR PI0N 12 DRMW I N2 HYY 200N N2 A0 MaT
12 RIMW:HMT N2 MWW0TR N2 TN:IN0R 710 N2 A9RM2AAPY 12

N2 27w *I0:5M7 N2 ATV WA N2 TIWEORMW 12 MYIR:A0Y
ANOR:TMAT NA TR0 R YAWNI N2 NYRY:RDH K92 N2 NOTIV0XR
R3IW TN2:2177 730 N2 00 ARGV N2 AWAWR N2 RWRA A0T:0 N2
ST N2 TN VAWOOR (72T N2 7903190 N2 093 AP0 voay 12 YyaD

12 ORIV 12 DROT 2IT:ARY DX N2 D07 YOm0 920 N2 7m

W N2 7MAT AAT 12 A 5A1N0 N2 YUK 57w N2 N1 yawhRevo

Encountering Torah one verse at a time
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Speak to the whole Israelite community and say to them: You shall be holy, for I, the

LORD your God, am holy.
Vayikra 19:2

The Hebrew word kadosh which gives its name to half this week’s double parashah is hard to translate. The word kadosh means something
like “special,” or ‘exclusive,” or even ‘extraordinary.’

So today’s verse is a puzzle. If what we call God is kadosh, and we know that God is not the same as humanity, then how can a human
being be kadosh?

Our commentators often resolve this paradox by invoking the idea that our behaviors have the power, somehow, to change or elevate our
essence. So if we commit to the mitzvot in this parashah then something of us will begin to become kadosh and garner something of the
quality that is Godself.

But might the verse also be saying that from the outset, there is something about a human being that is inherently special?

One of the many consequences of the times we are living through is that we have been deprived of each other’s presence in

community. The interactions we took for granted - the grocery store, the office, Shabbat services, minyan, lifecycle celebrations - all of
those have been forced out of the real world and online. Being able to connect through technology is a blessing - but it isn’t the same as real
life.

A friend of mine, a psychologist, helped me to understand why. Those Zoom windows are misleading. We cannot see each other fully. We
are not all lit the same way. Everyone’s eye level is at a slightly different place in each window, making eye contact confusing. The sound
of our voices is processed and even though we can recognize who is speaking, they sound slightly different. And of course, as we discover
every time we hold a service, the algorithm makes it impossible to sing in unison.

So while we want and need to believe that we are together, we're not really. This is why many rabbis - myself included - have opted for a
form of Zoom liturgy that acknowledges (with the exception of Mourners’ Kaddish) that we are a group of individuals praying together
rather than a constituted minyan.

I think of the teaching that we are made btzelem elohim -in the image of God. One understanding of this idea is that our bodies reflect the
four-letter Name that we pronounce Adonai. Our head is the yud, our shoulder girdle the first /efi, our torso the vav and our pelvic girdle
and legs the second /eh. Right now, in community, we cannot read the fullness of the Name. And this makes us feel mysteriously ‘off.” We
sense that our kedushah is being compromised even though we might not be able to express our discomfort.

But many of us are still sharing our space with actual human beings. And along with being human also come the gifts of memory and
imagination. Perhaps this is a time for reminding ourselves that we are still kedoshim as individuals - in our behaviors, in our aspirations, in
the ways that we give of ourselves. And perhaps, when we come back together again, we will bring some additional kedushah to share with
each other.

Rabbi Silver




