
   

 

September 10, 2020 
 
Erika Clark Jones, CEO 
Franklin County ADAMH  
447 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Dear Ms. Jones: 
 
On behalf of the Columbus Medical Association Board of Directors, this letter is written to convey our 
endorsement of the Franklin County Alcohol, Drug and Mental Health System’s November 3,2020 ballot 
issue.  
 
Physicians have first-hand knowledge of the mental health and addiction challenges that face our 
patients in this community. Suicide rates and drug overdose death statistics are only a few of the clear 
indicators of the need for treatment services in our community. And the stresses created by the current 
public health crisis have only caused an increase to the previously existing need for access to treatment.  
  
The CMA and its affiliates have been directly involved for many years with ADAMH and its network of 
providers. In addition to working directly on access to care for patients in need, we were pleased to be 
able help convene the initial discussions in the community to craft a response to the recent challenges 
resulting from the increased utilization of emergency room facilities for mental health services. There 
was universal agreement that emergency room setting is not ideal for treating patients with mental 
health issues. The resulting collaborative solution to add capacity and coordinate service delivery across 
the community would not have been possible without funding from the ADAMH levy.  
 
Private, federal, and state resources do not come anywhere close to being able to fund the treatment 
levels needed in our community. The Franklin County ADAMH levy is an essential component to provide 
needed funding. Without ADAMH funding, access to needed treatment would be extraordinarily 
compromised. Patients would suffer and increased costs would be incurred elsewhere in the 
community. 
 
The Columbus Medical Association supports the November 3, 2020 ADAMH levy. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me if there any questions or need for further information about the CMA’s position. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Falcone, MD 
CEO, Columbus Medical Association 


