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OFFERTORY                    “Stand Up for Jesus,” Webb/Arnold                    Handbells  
 
* DOXOLOGY HYMN 606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Following the Word into the World 
 

* SENDING HYMN 63 “The Lord is God” 
 
* BENEDICTION and SENDING MUSIC 
 

+ + + 
 

WORSHIP AND PREACHING PREVIEW 
 

Next Sunday, November 1, is All Saints’ Day. Our Scriptures (Isaiah 25:6-9; Revelation 
7:9-17) present two sweeping visions of God’s power and love. We will celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper and will remember and give thanks for all God’s holy people. If you would 
like Mike to read aloud the name of a family member, friend, or loved one who died in the 
past year during the prayers next Sunday, please email the name(s) to him 
(fpcs.mike@gmail.com) or write them on a card and put it in the offering plate. 
 

The rest of November brings us the last three parables Jesus tells in Matthew’s Gospel. 
What do these stories tell us to expect about God’s future reign, and how do they help us 
live more faithfully today?  

• November 8 – Matthew 25:1-13  
• November 15 – Matthew 25:14-30 
• November 22 (Christ the King Sunday) – Matthew 25:31-46 

…and please plan to stay for the Hanging of the Greens and lunch provided by the Deacons! 
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Greetings! At FPCS, you are already offering your name by wearing a nametag. There are also other 
offerings that can be made through the pew cards. You may share your Name (and updated contact 
information) and your Talents. There are Prayer Cards (and these prayers will be immediately read in 
the Prayers of the People). There are envelopes to share your financial offerings; and there are cards to 
indicate your offering was made online or by mail. 
 

* marks an invitation to please rise in body or spirit. 
 

Parts in bold welcome your participation. 
 

Gathering for the Word 
 

GATHERING MUSIC 
 
WELCOME & LIFE IN THE CHURCH        
 
PRELUDE                                       “I Choose Love,” Miller                                      Chancel Choir 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 100) 

One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
  All: Serve the Lord with gladness, and come into God’s presence with shouts of  

joy! 
One: Know that the Lord is God, who made us. We are God’s people, the sheep for 

whom God cares. 
  All: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and God’s courts with praise!  
One: Give thanks to God and bless God’s name, for the Lord is good. 
  All: God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all 

generations. 
 

Preparing for the Word 
 

* PREPARATION HYMN 275 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                               
 
CHILDREN’S TIME concluding with THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

[Children are invited to leave for Worship Our Way (WOW).] 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Almighty God, though you call us to be holy as you are holy, we confess how far short 
of your glory we fall. We break and ignore your commandments. We focus on what is 
false and frivolous. We love neither our neighbors nor ourselves as you would have us 
love.  

Silence for personal confession. 
 

In your compassion, forgive us. Make us holy by your Spirit, that we may more fully 
know and more faithfully witness to the power and peace of your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (based on Ephesians 2:4-5, 8, 10) 
One: God is rich in mercy, and out of great love for us, even when we were dead 
through our sins, made us alive together with Christ. By grace we have been saved 
through faith, and this is not our own doing; it is God’s gift. We are what God has made 
us: created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our 
way of life. 
Friends, believe the Good News! 
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

 
* RESPONSIVE HYMN 582 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. [3x] 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE   

One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with all of you. 
  All: And also with you. 

The Word 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   
   
SCRIPTURE READINGS   Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Matthew 22:34-46 
 

One: This is the Word of the Lord! 
  All: Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON 
 

Responding to the Word 
 

OFFERING [All are invited to use the pew cards to offer their prayers, name, talents, and gifts. The 
ushers will present the prayers for immediate use.] 

 


