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	Undoing the Violence in the Bible Before It Undoes Us
Reading Scripture Like Jesus: Through Love, Not Blood
Violence saturates the pages of Scripture. There’s no denying it.
From the conquest narratives of Joshua to psalms that call for the destruction of enemies, from prophetic visions of wrath to the apocalyptic imagery of Revelation, the Bible is full of disturbing portrayals of divine violence.
For many of us, this isn’t just a theological puzzle, it’s a faith-shaking wound.
How do we reconcile the God of war with the Jesus of peace?
How do we preach a Gospel of grace when the text itself seems soaked in vengeance?
Richard Rohr doesn’t sugarcoat it:
“The violence of God and religion must be directly and firmly undone inside the Bible itself, or it will only continue to undo all of us.”
This isn’t about rejecting Scripture. It’s about learning to read it the way Jesus did, through the lens of mercy, not retribution; love, not domination.
Because if we don’t confront the violence in the Bible, we will inevitably replicate it.
In our theology.
In our politics.
In our churches.
In our souls.


	

	

	

	The Problem: Reading the Bible Flatly
Many Christians approach the Bible as if every verse speaks with equal weight, as if God is always speaking in the same voice.
But Scripture isn’t a static rulebook.
It’s a dynamic, unfolding story.
A progressive revelation that culminates in Jesus Christ.
In the Old Testament, God is often portrayed as a warrior.
In the Gospels, Jesus reveals God as a suffering servant.
The tension is not accidental. It is meant to be wrestled with, not ignored.
Jesus doesn’t just bypass the violence. He confronts it.
“You have heard it said… but I say to you” - (Matthew 5)
“The Son of Man did not come to destroy lives, but to save them” - (Luke 9:56)
“Father, forgive them…” - (Luke 23:34)
Jesus doesn’t reinterpret a violent God.
He reveals a nonviolent one.



