
St. Theresa School 

SUMMER STUDY 2020 
 

This certainly has been some school year and your brains have been stretched in new ways as you 
learned to learn online.  Because of the situation we were in during the third trimester, we have decided 
to pull back on Summer Study for this year and give you a chance to reboot.   

 

 
A CHRISTIAN SCHOLAR READS! 
Not reading is not an option for a Christian Scholar.  But this year, we are going to leave it up to your discretion what you read 
in the months of June and July.  You can choose from the lists we offer or from the lists in the Palatine Public Library Summer 
Reading Program.  The best plan is to read every day for 20 minutes - read something that interests you, something you 
enjoy! 
 

AUGUST BOOK 
In August, we will start gearing up for school again.  Students in grades 3-8 will have their required “August Book” that will 

be assessed during the first weeks of school.  Check out the list attached and be sure you are ready to discuss and analyze 

on August 20! 

SUMMER SKILLS 
Grades 1-3 will still have their summer skills assignments - these should be easily accomplished during the summer months 

if you practice regularly.  We look forward to seeing you demonstrate these skills in August! 

TAKING A BREAK FROM SCREENS 
It will be very important this summer that you stay away from screens as much as possible.  Your brains have been doing 
nothing but processing screens since March 13 and you need to let them cool down and reconnect with reality.   During the 
day it is very important for your physical and mental health that you separate from screens, get outside, and play.  Watch for 
ideas coming about great things to do this summer! 

https://palatinelibrary.org/digdeeper
https://palatinelibrary.org/digdeeper


 

 

St. Theresa School Preschool  
Summer Reading 2020 
 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each week this summer.  This list is a great place 
to find good books.  Children should be read to, read with another, or read independently.  Want a fun goal?  
Try to read all the books on this list this summer!  Don’t forget to sign up for the Summer Reading Program at 
Palatine Public Library! 
 

Title Author 

1, 2, Buckle My Shoe Hines, Anna Grossnickle 

Apple Pie 4th of July Wong, Janet S. 

Bark, George Feiffer, Jules 

Big Fat Hen Baker, Keith 

Blueberries for Sal McCloskey, Robert 

Bread and Jam for Frances Hoban, Russell 

Caps for Sale Siobodkina, Esphyr 

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom Martin, Bill 

Click, Clack, Moo Cronin, Doreen  

Clip-clop Smee, Nicola 

Corduroy Freeman, Don 

Curious George Rey, H.A. 

Dog’s Colorful Day Dodd, Emma 

First the Egg Seeger, Laura Vaccaro 

Frog and Toad Are Friends Lobel, Arnold 

Froggy Gets Dressed London, Jonathan 

Go Away, Big Green Monster! Emberley, Ed 

Go, Dog Go! Eastman, P.D 

Good Night, Gorilla Rathmann, Peggy 

Goodnight Moon Brown, Margaret Wise 

Harold and the Purple Crayon Johnson, Crockett  

Harry, the Dirty Dog Zion, Gene  

Hooray for Fish! Cousins, Lucy 

Horton Hears A Who! Seuss 

How Do Dinosaurs Say Good Night? Yolen, Jane 

If You Give A Mouse A Cookie Numeroff, Laura Joffe  

It Looked Like Spilt Milk Shaw, Charles Green 

Jamberry Degen, Bruce 

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse Henkes, Kevin 

Little Blue and Little Yellow Lionni, Leo 

Llama Llama Red Pajama Dewdney, Anna 

Love You Forever Munsch, Robert 

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile Waber, Bernard 

Madeline Bemelmans, Ludwig 

Mama Cat Has Three Kittens Fleming, Denise 

Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel Burton, Virginia Lee 

My Friend Bear Alborough, Jez 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading


 

My Very First Mother Goose Opie, Iona 

Olivia Falconer, Ian 

Owl Babies Waddell, Martin 

Red Is A Dragon Thong, Roseanne 

Rosie’s Walk Hutchins, Pat 

Skippyjon Jones Schachner, Judith Bryon 

Strega Nona De Paolo, Tomie 

Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes Fox, Mem 

The Cat in the Hat Seuss, Dr. 

The Lady With the Alligator Purse Westcott, Nadine Bernard 

The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry, and the 
Big Hungry Bear 

Wood, Don 

The Little Red Hen Barton, Byron 

The Mitten Brett, Jan 

The Runaway Bunny Brown, Margaret Wise 

The Snowy Day Keats, Ezra Jack 

The Story of Babar, the Little Elephant Brunhoff, Jean de 

The Story of Ferdinand Leaf, Munro 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit Potter, Beatrix  

The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs Scieszka, Jon 

Three Little Kittens Galdone, Paul 

Very Hungry Caterpillar Carle, Eric 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt Rosen, Michael 

Where the Wild Things Are Sendak, Maurice 

Whose Mouse Are You? Kraus, Robert 

Whose Nose and Toes? Butler, John  

 

Fairy Tales (found in fairy tale collections) 

Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp Little Match Girl, The 

Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves Little Mermaid, The 

Alice in Wonderland Little Red Riding Hood 

Beauty and the Beast Pinocchio 

Brave Tin Soldier, The Princess and the Pea, The 

Cinderella Rapunzel 

Cunning Little Tailor, The Red Shoes, The 

Emperor's New Clothes, The Rumpelstiltskin 

Elves and the Shoemaker, The Sleeping Beauty 

Fisherman and His Wife, The Snow Queen, The 

Fisherman and the Golden Fish Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

Frog-Prince, The Three Brothers, The 

Golden Goose, The Thumbelina 

Goldilocks and The Three Bears Ugly Duckling, The 

Hansel and Gretel Walrus and the Carpenter, The 

 You Are Old, Father William 
 



 

St. Theresa School Kindergarten  
Summer Reading 2020 
Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each week this summer.  This list is a great place to 
find good books.  Children should be read to, read with another, or read independently.  Want a 
fun goal?  Try to read all the books on this list this summer!  Don’t forget to sign up for the Summer Reading 
Program at Palatine Public Library! 
 

Author Title 

Moffman, Mary Amazing Grace  

McDermott, Gerald Anansi the Spider 

Eastman, P.D. Are You My Mother? 

Standiford, Natalie Astronauts Are Sleeping 

Wilson, Karma Bear Snores On  

Grimm, Brothers Bremen Town Musicians, The  

Martin, Bill Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 

Krauss, Ruth Carrot Seed, The 

Scarry, Richard Cars and Trucks and Things that Go 

Williams, Vera Chair for My Mother, A  

Martin, Bill Chicka Chicka ABC 

Grimm, Brothers Cinderella  

Barrett, Judi Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 

Freeman, Don Corduroy 

Anderson, Hans Christian Emperor's New Clothes, The 

Grimm, Brothers Fisherman and his Wife, The 

Lionni, Leo Frederick 

Crews, Donald Freight Train 

Lobel, Arnold Frog and Toad are Friends 

Fairy Tale Gingerbread Man, The 

Fairy Tale Goldilocks and the Three Bears  

Seuss, Dr. Green Eggs and Ham 

McBratney, Sam Guess How Much I Love You 

Grimm, Brothers Hansel and Gretel 

Sendak, Maurice In the Night Kitchen 

Guarino, Deborah Is Your Mama a Llama? 

Wood, Audrey King Bidgood's in the Bathtub 

Willems, Mo Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale  

Aesop Lion and the Mouse, The 

Minarik, Else Holmelund  Little Bear  

Fairy Tale Little Red Hen, The 

Grimm, Brothers Little Red Riding Hood 

Bemelmansm Ludwig Madeline 

Bunting, Eve Market Day 

Burton, Virginia Lee Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel 

Gag, Wanda Millions of Cats 

Riley, Linnea Asplind Mouse Mess 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
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Author Title 

Seuss, Dr. My Many Colored Days 

Falconer, Ina Olivia 

Lobel, Anita On Market Street 

Lear, Edward Owl and the Pussycat, The 

Collodi, Carlo Pinocchio  

Sutson, Caroline Prairie Primer A to Z 

Anderson, Hans Christian Princess and the Pea, The 

Perrault, Charles Puss in Boots  

Lopshire, Robert Put Me in the Zoo 

Pfister, Marcus Rainbow Fish, The  

Grimm, Brothers Rapunzel  

Shaw, Nancy Sheep in a Jeep 

Grimm, Brothers Sleeping Beauty  

Grimm, Brothers Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

Keats, Ezra Jack Snowy Day, The 

Cannon, Janell Stellaluna  

Brown, Marcia Stone Soup 

de Brunhoff, Jean Story of Babar, The  

dePaola, Tomie Strega Nona  

Steig, William Sylvester and the Magic Pebble -  

Potter, Beatrix Tale of Peter Rabbit, The 

Numeroff, Laura Joffe The Chicken Sisters 

Waber, Bernard The House on East 88th Street 

Joyce, William The Leaf Men 

Taback, Simms There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly 

Mayer, Mercer There's a Nightmare in My Closet 

Asbjornsen, Peter Christen Three Billy Goats Gruff, The 

Fairy Tale Three Little Pigs, The 

Anderson, Hans Christian Thumbelina  

Mosel, Arlene Tikki Tikki Tembo 

Fox, Mem Time for Bed  

Aesop Tortoise and the Hare, The 

Anderson, Hans Christian Ugly Duckling, The  

Williams, Margery Velveteen Rabbit, The  

Carle, Eric Very Hungry Caterpillar, The  

Brown, Laurene Krasny Visiting the Art Museum 

Milne, A A When We Were Very Young 

Milne, A A Winnie-the-Pooh 

Moss, Lloyd Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin 
 



 

St. Theresa School 1st Grade  
Summer Reading and Skills 2020 
 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each week this summer.  This list is a great place 
to find good books.  Children should be read to, read with another, or read independently.  
Want a fun goal?  Try to read all the books on this list this summer!  Don’t forget to sign up for the Summer 
Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 
 

Author Title 

McClintock, Mike A Fly Went By 

Udry, Janice May A Tree is Nice 

Brenner, Martha Abe Lincoln's Hat 

D'Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar Parin D'Aulaire Abraham Lincoln 

Viorst, Judith Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day 

Flack, Marjorie Ask Mr. Bear 

Berenstain, Stan Bears' Picnic, The 

Ward, Lynd Biggest Bear, The 

McCloskey, Robert Blueberries for Sal 

Martin, Bill Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? 

Slobodkina, Esphyr 
Caps for Sale: A Tale of a Peddler, Some Monkeys, and Their 
Monkey Business 

Krauss, Ruth Carrot Seed, The 

Bonsall, Crosby Case of the Hungry Stranger, The 

Ginsburg, Mirra Chick and the Duckling, The 

Wallner, John City Mouse-Country Mouse and Two More Mouse Tales from Aesop 

D'Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar Parin D'Aulaire Columbus 

Santrey, Laurence Davy Crockett, Young Pioneer 

Hutchins, Pat Doorbell Rang, The 

Ahlberg, Janet & Allan Each Peach, Pear, Plum. 

Aesop Fox and the Crow, The 

Blume, Judy Freckle Juice 

Pfeffer, Wendy From Tadpole to Frog 

D'Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar Parin D'Aulaire George Washington 

Murphy, Frank. George Washington and the General’s Dog 

Tresselt, Alvin Gift of the Tree, The 

Provensen, Alice and Martin Glorious Flight Across the Channel with Louis Bleriot, The 

Hutchins, Pat Good-Night Owl 

Fox, Mem Hattie and the Fox 

Dodson, Bert Honest Abe 

Pallotta, Jerry Icky Bug Alphabet Book, The 

Numeroff, Laura Joffe If You Give a Mouse a Cookie 

Denslow, Sharon Phillips In the Snow 

Shaw, Charles G It Looked Like Spilt Milk 

Kalan, Robert Jump, Frog, Jump! 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
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Author Title 

Burton, Virginia Lee Katy and the Big Snow 

Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner Ladybug at Orchard Avenue 

O'Toole, Mary Lion and the Mouse, The 

Showers, Paul Listening Walk, The 

Piper, Watty Little Engine That Could, The 

Galdone, Paul Little Red Hen, The 

Bemelmans, Ludwig Madeleine 

McCloskey, Robert Make Way for Ducklings 

Aliki Many Lives of Benjamin Franklin, The 

Hale, Sarah Josepha Mary Had a Little Lamb 

Schenk de Regniers, Beatrice May I Bring a Friend? 

Parish, Peggy Mind Your Manners 

Biro, Val Monkey and the Fisherman, The 

Gibbons, Gail Moon Book, The 

Hutton, Warwick Moses in the Bulrushes 

Ginsburg, Mirra Mushroom in the Rain 

Chase, Edith Newlin and Barbara Reid New Baby Calf, The 

Provensen, Alice and Martin Old Mother Hubbard 

Lobel, Anita On Market Street 

Shulevitz, Uri One Monday Morning 

Hall, Donald Ox-Cart Man 

Kellog, Steven Paul Bunyan 

Moon, Cliff Princess and the Pea, The 

Petersham, Maud and Miska Rooster Crows. The 

Hutchins, Pat Rosie's Walk 

Moon, Cliff Rumpelstiltskin 

Aliki Story of Johnny Appleseed, The 

DePaola, Tomie Strega Nona 

Steig, William Sylvester and the Magic Pebble 

LeSieg, Theodore Ten Apples Up on Top! 

Mayer, Mercer There's an Alligator Under My Bed 

Lippert, Margaret H. Three Billy Goats Gruff, The 

Scieszka, Jon True Story of the Three Little Pigs, The 

Van Allsburg, Chris Two Bad Ants 

McGovern, Ann Wanted Dead or Alive:  The True Story of Harriet Tubman 

Grooms, Molly and Lucia Guarnotta We Are Bears 

Sendak, Maurice Where the Wild Things Are 

Field, Eugene Wynken, Blynken, and Nod 
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Skills 

Please help your child develop the following skills during the summer months. 
 

My 1st Grade Safety Information 

All 1st graders should be able to answer the following questions clearly and completely: 
 
My name is…. (say first and last name clearly) 
 
My address is… (say number, street, and city clearly) 
 
My parents are… (say first and last name  eg. John and Susie Smith or John Smith and Susie Smith) 
 
 
Parents:  while you are teaching this to your children, please review with them that they only give this 
information to specific people - for example, if they are lost and a police officer asks for it.   
 
My 1st Grade Skills 

All 1st graders should be able to perform the following tasks confidently and independently: 
 

● Tie the laces on their school and gym shoes with a basic knot and “bunny ears” bow. 
 

 



 

 

St. Theresa School 2nd Grade  
Summer Reading and Skills 2020 
 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each week this summer.  This list is a great place 
to find good books.  Children should be read to, read with another, or read independently.  
Want a fun goal?  Try to read all the books on this list this summer!  Don’t forget to sign up for 
the Summer Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 
 

Title Author 

Abe Lincoln:  The Young Years Brandt, Keith 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day Viorst, Judith 

Amanda Pig and her Big Brother Oliver Van Leeuwen, Jean 

Amazing Air Balloon, The Leeuwen, Jean Van 

Arthur’s Funny Money Hoban, Lillian. 

Arthur’s Honey Bear Hoban, Lillian. 

Arthur's Christmas Hoban, Lillian 

Arthur's Loose Tooth Hoban, Lillian 

Arthur's Pen Pal Hoban, Lillian 

Bargain for Francis, A Hoban, Lillian 

Bears on Hemlock Mountains, The Dalgliesh, Alice 

Bedtime for Frances Hoban, Russell 

Benjamin Franklin Looby, Chris 

Big Balloon Race, The Coerr, Eleanor 

Big Snow, The Hader, Berta and Elmer 

Blueberries for Sal McCloskey, Robert 

Boy Who Cried "Wolf", The Schecter, Ellen 

Bread and Jam for Frances Hoban, Russell 

Christopher Columbus and His Voyage to the New World Young, Robert 

Curious George Rey, H.A. 

David and Goliath Fisher, Leinard Evertt 

David and the Giant Little, Emily 

Days with Frog and Toad Lobel, Arnold 

Dinosaur Days Milton, Joyce 

Emperor's New Clothes, The Anderson, Hans Christian 

Farm Boy’s Year McPhail, David 

Father Bear Comes Home Minarik, Else Holmelund 

Flash, Crash, Rumble, and Roll Branley, Franklyn M. 

Flat Stanley Brown, Jeff 

Frog and Toad are Friends Lobel, Arnold 

Frog and Toad Together Lobel, Arnold 

Frog Went A-Courtin Langstaff, John 

George the Drummer Boy Benchley, Nathanel 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
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George Washington:  Young Leader Santrey, Laurence 

Giving Tree, The Silverstein, Shel 

Title Author 

Greg's Microscope Selasam, Millicent E 

Ira Sleeps Over Waber, Bernard 

Katy No-Pocket Payne, Emmy 

Lionel at Large Krensky, Stephen 

Little Bear Minarik, Else Holmelund 

Little Bear's Friend Minarik, Else Holmelund 

Little Bear's Visit Minarik, Else Holmelund 

Long Way Westward, The Sandin, Joan 

Matchlock Gun, The Edmonds, Walter D 

Millions of Cats Gag, Wanda 

Miniature World of Marvin and James, The Broach, Elise 

Mop Top Freeman, Don 

Mouse Tales Lobel, Arnold 

Mrs. Katz and Tush Polacco, Patricia 

Owl at Home Lobel, Arnold 

Ox Cart Man Hall Donald 

Paul Revere's Ride:  The Landlord's Tale Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 

Pelle’s New Suit Beskow, Elsa Maartman 

Play Ball, Amelia Bedelia Parish, Peggy 

Sam the Minuteman Benchley, Nathanel 

Scarlet Stockings Spy, The Noble, Trinka Hakes 

Sick Day for Amos McGee, A Stead, Philip 

Sir Small and the Dragonfly O'Connor, Jane 

Squanto:  Friend of the Pilgrims Bulla, Clyde Robert 

Stellaluna Cannon, Janell 

Story About Ping, The Flack, Marjorie and Kurt Wiese 

Story of Ferdinand, The Leaf, Mnru 

Sun Up, Sun Down Gibbons, Gail 

Take the Lead George Washington St. George, Judith  

Tillie and Mert Luttrell, Ida 

Tillie and the Wall Lionni, Leo 

Tonight on the Titanic, Magic Tree House Series #17 Osborne, Mary Pope 

Very Busy Spider, The Carle, Eric 

When I Was Young in the Mountains Rylant, Cynthia 

Yankee Doodle Kellogg, Steven 

Yonder Johnston, Tony 

Young Abe Lincoln Harness, Cheryl 

Zelda and Ivy Kvasnosky, Laura McGee 
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Skills 

All 2nd graders should be able to perform the following tasks confidently and independently: 
 

● Tie the laces on their school and gym shoes with a basic knot and “bunny ears” bow. 



 

St. Theresa School 3rd Grade  
Summer Reading 2020 
 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each month of June and July.  You are required to read the selected book for August 
by August 20.  There will be a test or writing exercise on the August text when you come back to school.  
 

Read in August due August 20: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

Absent Author, The Roy, Ron 510 

First of the A-Z Mystery series.  A is for Author . . . A famous writer is coming to Green Lawn! Dink 
rushes to the bookstore to meet his favorite author, Wallis Wallace, and get all his books signed. 
But the author never shows up! Where is Wallis Wallace? It’s up to Dink and his friends Josh and 
Ruth Rose to track him down. 

 
 

We Encourage You to Select and Read at least one in June and one in July: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

American Tall Tales 
Stoutenburg, 
Adrien 

970 
This book features eight American folk heroes: Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, Stormalong, Mike Fink, 
Davy Crockett, Johnny Appleseed, John Henry, and Joe Magarac. 

Annie and the Old One Miles, Miska 700 
Annie is upset when her Navajo grandmother tells her that when Annie's mother completes the 
rug she is weaving, that the grandmother will die. Annie begins to unweave the rug in secret, 
hoping to hold back time. 

Apple Tree Christmas Noble, Trinka H.  
A beloved Christmas tale, moving and nostalgic, it reveals the joy of a very special present and 
the love that a father and daughter share. 

Bears on Hemlock Mountain, 
The 

Dalgliesh, Alice 490 
A boy sent on an errand over Hemlock Mountain is not so sure he likes going alone because 
there may be bears on the mountain, but with the help of the big iron pot he borrows, he 
completes his errand. 

Boxcar Children books - any 
Warner, Gertrude 
Chandler 

490 

This series features the Alden children, age 14 to 6, who are orphaned and running away from 
their grandfather, whom they've never met but believe to be cruel. The book ends happily when 
the children are reunited with their grandfather, who turns out to be a kind, wealthy gentleman. 
Each novel in the series revolves around a different mystery the four Alden children solve.  

Boy of the Three-Year Nap, The Snyder, Dianne 610 A poor Japanese woman manipulates events to change the lazy habits of her son. 

Brother Eagle, Sister Sky, A 
Message from Chief Seattle 

Jeffers, Susan 740 
When the land that belongs to his people is sold to white men, Chief Seattle describes his 
people's love of the land and asks the white men to cherish it as his people have cherished it. 

Buddy File books - any 
Bulter, Dori 
Hillstad 

460 
Book 1 starts with King who has a very big mystery to solve. His family is missing, and he's been 
put in the P-O-U-N-D. Why doesn't his beloved human (Kayla) come to get him? When King is 
adopted by Connor and his mom, things get more confusing. The new family calls him Buddy! 
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Cam Jansen Books - any Adler, David 390 
A series of books following the exploits of a fifth grade female detective named Jennifer 
"Cam" Jansen and her best friend Eric 

Charlotte’s Web White, E.B. 680 

Some Pig. Humble. Radiant. These are the words in Charlotte's Web, high up in Zuckerman's 
barn. Charlotte's spider web tells of her feelings for a little pig named Wilbur, who simply wants 
a friend. They also express the love of a girl named Fern, who saved Wilbur's life when he was 
born the runt of his litter. 

Title Author Lex Summary 

Children's Book of Heroes, The Bennett, William  820 
A beautifully illustrated celebration of heroic deeds, both real and fictional, that will delight and 
inspire millions of young children and their parents.  

Cinderella Perrault, Charles 860 Traditional tale of Cinderella and her step sisters. 

Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 

Barrett, Judi 730 
If food dropped like rain from the sky, wouldn't it be marvelous! Or would it? It could, after all, 
be messy. And you'd have no choice. What if you didn't like what fell? Or what if too much 
came? Have you ever thought of what it might be like to be squashed flat by a pancake? 

Complete Adventures of Peter 
Rabbit, The 

Potter, Beatrix 890 

Peter sneaks into Mr. McGregor's garden to feast on fresh vegetables, ignoring the advice of his 
mother and the good example set by his siblings, Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cotton-tail. Nearly caught 
by the rake-wielding gardener, Peter makes a narrow escape with the help of a watering can and 
some friendly sparrows, but he loses his new jacket and shoes in the process.  

Courage of Sarah Noble, The Dalgliesh, Alice 610 

When Sarah Noble was eight years old she had her great adventure — going with her father into 
the wilds of Connecticut to cook for him while he built a house.  There were Indians — would 
they be friendly? There were many times when Sarah had to say to herself, as her mother had 
said when she left home, "Keep up your courage, Sarah Noble. Keep up your courage." 

Drinking Gourd:  A Story of the 
Underground Railroad, The 

Monjo, F.N. 370 
A young boy learns that his home is a secret station on the Underground Railroad and helps a 
family of slaves follow the "drinking gourd" (Big Dipper) north to freedom.  

Encyclopedia Brown, Boy 
Detective 

Sobol, Donald J. 560 
The classic mystery series starring everyone's favorite boy detective Encyclopedia Brown! 
Whether Encyclopedia is solving cases for his neighborhood friends or his chief-of-police dad, he 
always has an intriguing mystery to crack.  

Enormous Crocodile, The  Dahl, Roald 410 
The Enormous Crocodile is a horrid greedy grumptious brute who loves to guzzle up little boys 
and girls. But the other animals have had enough of his cunning tricks, so they scheme to get the 
better of this foul fiend, once and for all! 

Escape North! The Story of 
Harriet Tubman 

Kulling, Monica 440 

The woods are dark and dangerous. Slave catchers are out with their dogs. But high above the 
trees, the North Star shines down. Harriet Tubman is glad to see the star. It points the way to 
freedom. Tonight Harriet is helping slaves escape on the Underground Railroad. Will they make 
it? Find out in this exciting true story. 

Farmer Palmer's Wagon Ride Steig, William  
The wagon ride from town is so hazardous that Farmer Palmer, a pig, and Ebenezer, a donkey, 
barely make it home again. 

Go Free or Die, A Story About 
Harriet Tubman 

Ferris, Jeri 800 
Biography of black woman whose cruel experiences as a slave in the South led her to seek 
freedom in the North for herself and others through the Underground Railroad. 
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Hole in the Dike, The Green, Norma  
abridged adaptation of Mary Mapes Dodge's classic tale about a boy who saves Holland from a 
disastrous flood. 

How is a Crayon Made? Charles, Oz 970 
In this close-up view inside a crayon factory, vibrant step-by-step color photographs show how 
tanks of steaming wax are transformed into a favorite childhood art supply. 

How Many Days to America?  A 
Thanksgiving Story 

Buntin, Eve 460 
After the police come, the family is forced to flee their Caribbean island and set sail for America 
in a small fishing boat. Other refugees crowd the boat, and the voyage is a long one, but when 
the family finally arrives they discover it's a special day in more ways than one. 

How to Eat Fried Worms Rockwell, Thomas 650 
Because of a bet, Billy is in the uncomfortable position of having to eat fifteen worms in fifteen 
days. The worms are supplied by his opponent, whose motto is "The bigger and juicier, the 
better!" 

If You Traveled on the 
Underground Railroad  

Levine, Ellen.  720 
If you traveled on the Underground Railroad:  Where was the safest place to go?  Would you 
wear a disguise? What would you do when you were free? This book tells you what it was like to 
be a slave escaping to freedom on the Underground Railroad. 

Johnny Appleseed Kellogg, Steven 920 
The larger-than-life story of a true American hero -- John Chapman, better known as Johnny 
Appleseed. 

Junie B. Jones series Park, Barbara 400 

Junie B. is a kindergartner, then a first grader. She is funny, strong-willed, and prone to 
misunderstandings and mishaps. Junie B. sometimes loses her temper and acts out; she might 
say she hates another kid, and she and her classmates sometimes push or fight, but there's 
nothing outside of common childish behavior. 

Keeping Quilt, The Polacco, Patricia 920 

When Patricia's Great-Gramma Anna came to America as a child, the only things she brought 
along from Russia were her dress and the babushka she liked to throw up into the air when she 
was dancing. Anna outgrew the dress and her mother decided to incorporate it and the 
babushka into a quilt. Together with her Uncle Vladimir's shirt, Aunt Havalah's nightdress, and 
an apron of Aunt Natasha's, Anna's mother made a quilt that would be passed down through 
their family for almost a century.  

Little House in the Big Woods 
Wilder, Laura 
Ingalls 

930 

Laura Ingalls's story begins in 1871 in a little log cabin on the edge of the Big Woods of 
Wisconsin. Laura lives in the little house with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters Mary and Carrie, and 
their trusty dog, Jack.  Pioneer life is sometimes hard, since the family must grow or catch all 
their own food as they get ready for the cold winter. But it is also exciting as Laura and her folks 
celebrate Christmas with homemade toys and treats, do the spring planting, bring in the harvest, 
and make their first trip into town.  

Magic Tree House series - any 
Osborne, Mary 
Pope 

520 

Jack and his little sister Annie are just two regular kids from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania. Then they 
discover a mysterious tree house packed with all sorts of books...and their lives are never the 
same! Soon they are traveling through time and space in the magic tree house and having 
amazing adventures. Whether it's watching baby dinosaurs hatch, finding a secret passage in a 
castle, helping a ghost queen in an Egyptian pyramid, or finding pirate treasure, readers won't 
want to miss a single story! 

Magical Hands Barker, Marjorie 700 
William secretly does the morning chores for each of his three good friends on their birthdays, 
and when his own birthday comes, he finds himself rewarded. 
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Miss Nelson is Missing! 
Marshall, James 
and Harry Allard 

340 

The kids in Room 207 were misbehaving again. Spitballs stuck to the ceiling. Paper planes 
whizzing through the air. They were the worst-behaved class in the whole school.  The students 
don't proffer a shred of respect for their good-natured teacher Miss Nelson, but when the 
witchy substitute Miss Viola Swamp appears on the scene, they start to regret their own wicked 
ways. 

Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
Atwater, Richard 
and Florence 

910 

Poor Mr. Popper has always dreamed of traveling to the Antarctic. He writes a letter to the 
famous Admiral Drake, who in return sends him a male penguin. Soon after, the admiral sends a 
female penguin, and the two penguins have 10 babies! How will the Poppers support their 
penguin family? 

Navajo, The Osinki, Alice 880 
A brief history of the Navajo Indians describing customs, interactions with white settlers, and 
changes in traditional ways of life brought on by modern civilization. 

One Bad Thing About Father, 
The 

Monjo, F.N. 520 
This illustrated fictional diary reveals that the one bad thing about Quentin's father is that, 
because he is President Teddy Roosevelt, he is too busy to play with Quentin and his brother. 

Pilgrims First Thanksgiving, The McGovern, Ann 460 
The Pilgrims' first Thanksgiving lasted three whole days. Ann McGovern's simple text introduces 
children to the struggles of the Pilgrims during their first year at Plymouth Colony and the events 
leading to the historic occasion we celebrate today - THANKSGIVING. 

Poppy Avi 670 

Poppy, a timid dormouse, is a loyal, obedient subject of Ocax, the hoot owl who rules Dimwood 
Forest — until she sees Ocax devour her fiancé. To prove that the intimidating ruler who 
promised to protect mice is a phony, Poppy embarks on a dangerous and eye-opening quest, 
which ends with her one-on-one battle with Ocax.  

Stone Fox 
Gardiner, John 
Reynolds 

550 

Based on a Rocky Mountain legend, Stone Fox tells the story of Little Willy, who lives with his 
grandfather in Wyoming. When Grandfather falls ill, he is no longer able to work the farm, which 
is in danger of foreclosure. Little Willy is determined to win the National Dogsled Race—the prize 
money would save the farm and his grandfather. But he isn't the only one who desperately 
wants to win. Willy and his brave dog Searchlight must face off against experienced racers, 
including a Native American man named Stone Fox, who has never lost a race. 

Stone Soup Brown, Marcia 480 

Two hungry travelers arrive at a village expecting to find a household that will share a bit of 
food.   To their surprise, villager after villager refuses to share, each one closing the door with a 
bang. As they sit to rest beside a well, one of the travelers observes that if the townspeople have 
no food to share, they must be in greater need than we are.  

Sunken Treasure Gibbons, Gail 680 

A rotting hull of a ship...lost gold...coins...gems..."Sunken Treasure!" 
Today treasure hunting is a big business. Searchers use metal detectors and sonar to locate 
treasure on the ocean floor. Divers use high-powered machinery to uncover objects buried in 
the sand and to raise them to the surface. And more than just treasures are discovered. A whole 
window into the past is opened up. A salvage can take months or even years. But it's worth it! 

The BFG Dahl, Roald 720 
Kidsnatched from her orphange by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing happy 
dreams to children, Sophie concocts a plan with him to save the world from nine other man-
gobbling cannybull giants. 

Theodore Keating, Frank 720 
His name was Theodore, but he is remembered as Teddy. As a young boy, he was a dreamer and 
a reader and had a curiosity about life he could never satisfy. As the youngest man to ever be 
president, he led a nation to greatness and he made every day count.  
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Thirteen Colonies, The Fradin, Dennis 740 Stories of the 13 original colonies. 

Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Asbjørnsen, P.C. 500 The three goat brothers brave the terrible troll in a colorful version of the classic tale. 

Time of Wonder 
McCloskey, 
Robert 

940 
The spell of rain, gulls, a foggy morning, the excitement of sailing, the quiet of the night, the 
sudden terror of a hurricane, and the peace of a Maine island as a family packs up to leave are 
shown in poetic language and vibrant, evocative pictures. 

Wagon Wheels Brenner, Barbara 380 
The Muldie boys and their father have come a long way to Kansas. But when Daddy moves on, 
the three boys must begin their own journey. They must learn to care for one another and face 
the dangers of the wilderness alone. 

Walking the Road to Freedom:  
A Story of Sojourner Truth 

Ferris, Jeri 820 
Traces the life of the Black woman orator who spoke out against slavery throughout New 
England and the Midwest. 

What Are You Figuring Now? A 
Story About Benjamin Banneker 

Ferris, Jeri 910 
A biography of the Afro-American farmer and self-taught mathematician, astronomer, and 
surveyor for the new capital city of the United States in 1791, who also calculated a successful 
almanac notable for its preciseness. 

Weed is a Flower, A   The Life of 
George Washington Carver 

Aliki 640 Biography of George Washington Carver 

White Stallion, The Shub, Elizabeth 470 
While traveling west with her family, Gretchen becomes lost. With the help of a beautiful white 
stallion, Gretchen is able to join her family again.  

 



 

St. Theresa School 4th Grade  
Summer Reading 2020 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each month of June and July.  You are required to read the selected book for August by 
August 20.  There will be a test or writing exercise on the August text when you come back to school.  Don’t forget to sign up for the 
Summer Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 
 

Read in August due August 20: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

Ramona the Pest    Cleary, Beverly 850 

Ramona Quimby is excited to start kindergarten. No longer does she have to watch her older sister, 
Beezus, ride the bus to school with all the big kids. She's finally old enough to do it too!  Then she gets into 
trouble for pulling her classmate's boingy curls during recess. Even worse, her crush rejects her in front of 
everyone. Beezus says Ramona needs to quit being a pest, but how can she stop if she never was trying 
to be one in the first place? 

 
We Encourage You to Select and Read at least one in June and one in July: 

Title Author Lex Summary 

A Certain Small Shepherd Caudill, Rebecca 590 The heartrending story of a young Appalachian boy, born mute, who speaks for the first time ever to 
a young couple and their newborn baby, who have taken refuge from a blizzard in a nearby church. 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The Twain, Mark 990 
The story of a teenage misfit who finds himself floating on a raft down the Mississippi River with an 
escaping slave, Jim. In the course of their perilous journey, Huck and Jim meet adventure, danger, 
and a cast of characters who are sometimes menacing and often hilarious. 

Benjamin Franklin D’Aulaire, Ingri  Biography of Benjamin Franklin 

Boy Who Held Back the Sea, The Locker, Thomas 960 
Jan had never done anything more heroic than shout for the guard because he'd imagined he'd 
seen a sea serpent. But when Jan discovered water trickling through a desolate stretch of the dike 
that protected his low-lying village, he knew he had to act fast. 

By the Great Horn Spoon! Fleischman, Sid 730 

Jack's aunt is forced to sell her beloved mansion to meet her debts. She is still unable to raise 
enough money to pay her creditors, and twelve-year-old Jack goes to California in search of gold to 
help her. Joined by his trusty butler, Praiseworthy, Jack finds adventure and trouble at every turn. 
Will Jack strike gold in San Francisco or come home empty-handed? 

Chocolate Touch, The Catling, Patrick Skene 770 

If he could, John Midas would eat nothing but chocolate all the time, and he'd never share it with 
anyone. Then one day, John finds a strange coin on the sidewalk and uses it to buy a box of 
chocolate at a mysterious new candy store.  Suddenly, everything John's lips touch turns to 
chocolate! Chocolate toothpaste is is great, but things get complicated when John can't play the 
trumpet or bob for apples. Worst of all, he forgets and kisses his mother! 

Civil War on Sunday Osborne, Mary Pope 340 

Canon fire! That's what Jack and Annie hear when the Magic Tree House whisks them back to the 
time of the American Civil War. There they meet a famous nurse named Clara Barton and do their 
best to help wounded soldiers. It is their hardest journey in time yet—and the one that will make 
the most difference to their own lives! 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
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Cricket in Times Square, The Selden, George 780 

Tucker is a streetwise city mouse. He thought he'd seen it all. But he's never met a cricket before, 
which really isn't surprising, because, along with his friend Harry Cat, Tucker lives in the very heart 
of New York City―the Times Square subway station. Chester Cricket never intended to leave his 
Connecticut meadow. He'd be there still if he hadn't followed the entrancing aroma of liverwurst right 
into someone's picnic basket. Now, like any tourist in the city, he wants to look around. And he 
could not have found two better guides―and friends―than Tucker and Harry. The trio have many 
adventures―from taking in the sights and sounds of Broadway to escaping a smoky fire. 

Fisherman and His Wife, The Grimm Brothers 770 
The Brothers Grimm story of the kind fisherman who catches an enchanted fish, and his greedy 
wife who always wants more. 

Francis:  The Poor Man of Assisi DePaola, Tomie  

In lively prose and folksy paintings, Tomie dePaola gives a glimpse into the life of Francis of Assisi. 
After witnessing his father disrespect a beggar, Francis comes to forsake his worldly possessions 
and travel from village to village helping the poor and sheltering animals. dePaola’s recognizable 
artistic style and episodic telling of events in the life of Francis are accessible to young readers, and 
the humble tales of the lives of the saints are told with tenderness and reverence. 

Frog Wore Red Suspenders, The Prelutsky, Jack  Twenty-eight rollicking rhymes from the undisputed master of hilarious verse for children, 

Gift of the Magi, The Henry, O.  870 

A short story, about a young married couple and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret 
Christmas gifts for each other with very little money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson 
about gift-giving, it has been a popular one for adaptation, especially for presentation during the 
Christmas season. 

Homer Price McCloskey, Robert 1000 Welcome to Centerburg!  Where you can win a hundred dollars by eating all the doughnuts you 
want; where houses are built in a day; and where a boy named Homer Price can foil four slick 
bandits using nothing but his wits and pet skunk. 

I'll Meet You At the Cucumbers Moorek, Lilian 550 

Adam Mouse loves the country more than anything. No one could ever make him leave the 
beautiful blossoms and ripe vegetable gardens of the country. No one except Amanda. Amanda is 
Adam's city pen pal. So, when Amanda invites him to the city for her birthday, Adam decides to go. 
She picks a spot at the farmer's market. "I'll meet you at the cucumbers, "she writes.  With Junius 
Mouse as his guide, Adam sneaks aboard a farmer’s truck bound for the city and so begins the 
biggest adventure of his life. It is a journey filled with excitement, wonder, and danger. But the 
biggest surprise of all waits for Adam in the city library, when Amanda shows him that the thoughts 
he has been writing to her are actually poems. Adam is a poet -- and he didn't even know it! 

Indian in the Cupboard, The Banks, Lynne Reid 780 

It's Omri's birthday, but all he gets from his best friend, Patrick, is a little plastic Indian brave. Trying 
to hide his disappointment, Omri puts the Indian in a metal cupboard and locks the door with a 
mysterious skeleton key that once belonged to his great-grandmother. Little does Omri know that by 
turning the key, he will transform his ordinary plastic Indian into a real live man from an altogether 
different time and place! Omri and the tiny warrior called Little Bear could hardly be more different, 
yet soon the two forge a very special friendship.  

James and the Giant Peach Dahl, Roald 870 

After James Henry Trotter's parents are tragically eaten by a rhinoceros, he goes to live with his two 
horrible aunts, Spiker and Sponge. Life there is no fun, until James accidentally drops some magic 
crystals by the old peach tree and strange things start to happen. The peach at the top of the tree 
begins to grow, and before long it's as big as a house. Inside, James meets a bunch of oversized 
friends—Grasshopper, Centipede, Ladybug, and more. With a snip of the stem, the peach starts 
rolling away, and the great adventure begins! 

John Henry:  An American Legend Keats, Ezra Jack  A biography of the American legend John Henry and the railroads. 
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Little House in the Big Woods Wilder, Laura Ingalls 930 
Told from four-year-old Laura's point of view, this story begins in 1871 in a little log cabin on the 
edge of the Big Woods of Wisconsin. Laura lives in the little house with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters 
Mary and Carrie, and their trusty dog, Jack. 

Louis Braille:  The Boy Who Invented Books 
for the Blind 

Davidson, Margaret 510 A poignant story of the man who developed the Braille system of printing for the blind. 

Marie Curie: Brave Scientist Brandt, Keith 700 A Biography of Marie Curie. 

Molly's Pilgrim Cohen, Barbara 450 
The touching story tells how recent immigrant Molly leads her third-grade class to discover that it 
takes all kinds of pilgrims to make a Thanksgiving.  

More Perfect Than the Moon MacLachlan, Patricia 420 

Cassie spends her days watching Grandfather and Caleb in the barn, looking out at Papa working 
the fields, spying on her mother, Sarah, feeding the goslings. She's an observer, a writer, a 
storyteller. Everything is as it should be. But change is inevitable, even on the prairie. Something 
new is expected, and Sarah says it will be the perfect gift. Cassie isn't so sure. But just as life 
changes, people change too. And Cassie learns that unexpected surprises can bring great joy. 

Mouse and the Motorcycle, The Cleary, Beverly 860 

When the ever-curious Ralph spots Keith's red toy motorcycle, he vows to ride it. So when Keith 
leaves the bike unattended in his room one day, Ralph makes his move. But with all this freedom 
(and speed!) come a lot of obstacles. Whether dodging a rowdy terrier or keeping his nosy cousins 
away from his new wheels, Ralph has a lot going on! And with a pal like Keith always looking out for 
him, there's nothing this little mouse can't handle. 

Mr. Popper's Penguins Atwater, Richard 910 
Poor Mr. Popper has always dreamed of traveling to the Antarctic. He writes a letter to the famous 
Admiral Drake, who in return sends him a male penguin. Soon after, the admiral sends a female 
penguin, and the two penguins have 10 babies! How will the Poppers support their penguin family? 

Native American Doctor, The Story of Susan 
LaFlesche Picotte 

Ferris, Jeri 1110 
A biography of the young Omaha Indian woman who became the first Native American woman to 
graduate from medical school. 

Pocahontas D'Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar 
Parin D'Aulaire 

 Biography of Pocahontas 

Sarah, Plain and Tall MacLachlan, Patricia 560 

Set in the late nineteenth century and told from young Anna's point of view, Sarah, Plain and 
Tall tells the story of how Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton comes from Maine to the prairie to answer 
Papa's advertisement for a wife and mother. Before Sarah arrives, Anna and her younger brother, 
Caleb, wait and wonder. Will Sarah be nice? Will she sing? Will she stay? 

Sasha and the Wolfcub Jungman, Ann  

Lost in the woods during a snowstorm, Sasha finds an empty cabin. But in the shadows lurks a wolf 
cub. Becoming friends is easy for Sasha and Ferdy, but staying friends is not-the villagers insist 
wolves are cruel and dangerous. Can Sasha and Ferdy prove them wrong? Cozy black-and-white 
illustrations enliven this atmospheric tale of an unusual friendship. 

Snow Treasure McSwigan, Marie 690 

In the bleak winter of 1940, Nazi troops parachuted into Peter Lindstrom's tiny Norwegian village 
and held it captive. Nobody thought the Nazis could be defeated—until Uncle Victor told Peter how 
the children could fool the enemy. It was a dangerous plan. They had to slip past Nazi guards with 
nine million dollars in gold hidden on their sleds. It meant risking their country's treasure—and their 
lives. 

Spy in the Sky Karr, Kathleen 320 
When Thaddeus Lowe and his balloon fall from the sky, Ridley Jones' life was forever changed as 
he was asked to become Lowe's assistant and help launch the Balloon Corp for President Lincoln. 
Simultaneous. 
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Stuart Little White, E.B. 920 
Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans, he lives in New York City with his 
parents, his older brother George, and Snowbell the cat. Though he's shy and thoughtful, he's also 
a true lover of adventure. 

Sword in the Tree, The Bulla, Clyde Robert 380 

In the days of King Arthur there stood a mighty oak tree within the walls of a castle. Peace reigned 
in the castle until the fearsome night when Lionel, long lost brother of Lord Weldon, returned to 
cause trouble and unhappiness. It was then that Shan, the son of Lord Weldon, took on the duties 
of a knight and hid the sword in the hollow of the giant oak. The days that followed were filled with 
adventures that tried the courage of the young boy. 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Blume, Judy 470 

Life with his little brother, two-year-old Fudge, makes Peter Hatcher feel like a fourth grade nothing. 
Fudge is actually a tiny terror in disguise, causing mischief everywhere he goes. Whether Fudge is 
throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe store, smearing mashed potatoes on the walls at Hamburger 
Heaven, or trying to fly, he’s never far from trouble. He’s an almost three-year-old terror who gets 
away with everything, and Peter’s had it up to here! 

Teddy Roosevelt:  Young Rough Rider Parks, Edd Winfield 460 
Focuses on the childhood of the dynamic president, describing how Teddy worked hard to improve 
his poor health and developed a lifelong interest in nature and the conservation of natural 
resources. 

Who Was?  What Was?  Where Is?  
Series (any) 

 
650- 
1020 

These book tell stories of trailblazers, legends, innovators, cool places, and important events.   

Wild Robot Brown, Peter 740 

When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild 
island. Why is she there? Where did she come from? And, most important, how will she survive in 
her harsh surroundings?  Roz's only hope is to learn from the island's hostile animal inhabitants. 
When she tries to care for an orphaned gosling, the other animals finally decide to help, and the 
island starts to feel like home. Until one day, the robot's mysterious past comes back to haunt her. 
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St. Theresa School 5th Grade  
Summer Reading 2020 
 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each month of June and July.  You are required to read the selected book for August by 
August 20.  There will be a test or writing exercise on the August text when you come back to school.  Don’t forget to sign up for the 
Summer Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 
 

Read in August due August 20: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler 

Konigsburg, E.L. 700 

When suburban Claudia Kincaid decides to run away, she knows she doesn't just want to 
run from somewhere she wants to run to somewhere--to a place that is comfortable, 
beautiful, and preferably elegant. She chooses the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York City. Knowing that her younger brother, Jamie, has money and thus can help her 
with the serious cash flow problem she invites him along.  

 

We Encourage You to Select and Read at least one in June and one in July: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

A Dog Called Kitty Wallace, Bill 710 

The puppy was small and fuzzy, with a friendly, wagging tail -- and Ricky was afraid of him! No 
wonder, since he was attacked by a dog when he was just a baby. So when a stray puppy comes 
sniffing around the farm, Ricky tells it to get lost. But the puppy keeps trying to play with Ricky. 
And every time Ricky's Mom feeds the cats, the little dog comes running. The cats aren't sharing 
their food, however, and the poor pup is slowly starving.   If Ricky doesn't overcome his fear, the 
little puppy may die -- but if he lets himself get close enough to feed it, he may find the best 
friend he's ever had!  

Amelia's War Rinaldi, Ann 580 
When a Confederate general threatens to burn Hagerstown, Maryland, unless the town pays an 
exorbitant ransom, twelve-year-old Amelia and her friend Josh find a way to save the town. 

Because of Winn-Dixie DiCamillo, Kate 610 

One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local supermarket for some 
groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. It’s because of 
Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends. And it’s because of Winn-Dixie that she finally 
dares to ask her father about her mother, who left when Opal was three. In fact, as Opal admits, 
just about everything that happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie. 

Big Wave, The Buck, Pearl S 790 

Kino lives on a farm on the side of a mountain in Japan. His friend, Jiya, lives in a fishing village 
below. Everyone, including Kino and Jiya, has heard of the big wave. No one suspects it will wipe 
out the whole village and Jiya's family, too. As Jiya struggles to overcome his sorrow, he 
understands it is in the presence of danger that one learns to be brave, and to appreciate how 
wonderful life can be. The famous story of a Japanese boy who must face life after escaping the 
tidal wave destruction of his family and village. 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
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Book of Three Alexander, Lloyd 770 

Taran, The Assistant Pig-Keeper , longs to be a hero.  He begins his journey with a strange 
assortment of companions on a dangerous mission to save his beloved land, Prydain. Packed 
with action, humor, romance, and gallantry, Taran's adventures chronicle his beloved Prydain 
and his battle with the forces of evil. 

Bud, Not Buddy 
Curtis, Christopher 
Paul 

950 Bud's faith in finding his father against all odds is inspiring and funny. 

Buffalo Hunt Freedman, Russell 1000 
Freedman presents not a story or description of one hunt but descriptions of the many ways 
that buffalo hunts were made by Indians, and later by the whites whose ferocious, firearm 
slaughter of the "shaggies''as they were called brought the species to near extinction.  

Cabin Faced West, The Fritz, Jean 860 

Ann Hamilton's family has moved to the western frontier of Pennsylvania, and she misses her 
old home in Gettysburg. There are no girls her age on Hamilton Hill, and life is hard. But when 
the Hamiltons survive a terrible storm and receive a surprise visit from George Washington, Ann 
realizes that pioneer life is exciting and special. 

Caddie Woodlawn Brink, Carol R. 890 

Children everywhere will love redheaded Caddie with her penchant for pranks. Scarcely out of 
one scrape before she is into another, she refuses to be a "lady," preferring instead to run the 
woods with her brothers. Whether she is crossing the lake on a raft, visiting an Indian camp, or 
listening to the tales of the circuit rider, Caddie's adventures provide an exciting and authentic 
picture of life on the Wisconsin frontier in the 1860s. 

Carry On, Mr. Bowditch Latham, Jean Lee 570 

Nat may have been slight of build, but no one guessed that he had the persistence and 
determination to master sea navigation in the days when men sailed only by "log, lead, and 
lookout." Nat's long hours of study and observation, collected in his famous work, The American 
Practical Navigator (also known as the "Sailors' Bible"), stunned the sailing community and 
made him a New England hero. 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Dahl, Roald 810 

But only five lucky children will be allowed inside. And the winners are: Augustus Gloop, an 
enormously fat boy whose hobby is eating; Veruca Salt, a spoiled-rotten brat whose parents are 
wrapped around her little finger; Violet Beauregarde, a dim-witted gum-chewer with the fastest 
jaws around; Mike Teavee, a toy pistol-toting gangster-in-training who is obsessed with 
television; and Charlie Bucket, Our Hero, a boy who is honest and kind, brave and true, and 
good and ready for the wildest time of his life! 

Dear Mr. Henshaw Cleary, Beverly 910 

After his parents separate, Leigh Botts moves to a new town with his mother. Struggling to 
make friends and deal with his anger toward his absent father, Leigh loses himself in a class 
assignment in which he must write to his favorite author. When Mr. Henshaw responds, the two 
form an unexpected friendship that will change Leigh's life forever. 

Dogger Hughes, Shirley 480 
When Dave loses his favorite toy, Dogger, he is very sad. But when Dogger turns up for sale at 
the neighborhood fair, everything seems alright—until someone else buys him before Dave can 
get the money! 

Falling Up Silverstein, Shel   

Poor Screamin' Millie is just one of the unforgettable characters in this wondrous new book of 
poems and drawings by the creator of Where the Sidewalk Ends and A Light in the Attic. Here 
you will also meet Allison Beals and her twenty-five eels; Danny O'Dare, the dancin' bear; the 
Human Balloon; and Headphone Harold. 

Farmer Boy Wilder, Laura Ingalls 930 

While Laura Ingalls grows up in a little house on the western prairie, Almanzo Wilder is living on 
a big farm in New York State. Almanzo and his brother and sisters work at their chores from 
dawn to supper most days -- no matter what the weather. There is still time for fun, though, 
especially with the horses, which Almanzo loves more than anything. 
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Harriet the Spy Fitzhugh, Louise 760 

Harriet M. Welsch is a spy. In her notebook, she writes down everything she knows about 
everyone, even her classmates and her best friends. Then Harriet loses track of her notebook, 
and it ends up in the wrong hands. Before she can stop them, her friends have read the always 
truthful, sometimes awful things she’s written about each of them. Will Harriet find a way to put 
her life and her friendships back together? 

Holes Sachar, Louis 660 

Stanley Yelnats is under a curse. A curse that began with his no-good, dirty-rotten, pig-stealing  
great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been 
unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by 
spending all day, every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. There is no 
lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. 

House of Dies Drear Hamilton, Virginia 670 

The house held secrets, Thomas knew, even before he first saw it looming gray and massive on 
its ledge of rock. It had a century-old legend -- two fugitive slaves had been killed by bounty 
hunters after leaving its passageways, and Dies Drear himself, the abolitionist who had made 
the house into a station on the Underground Railroad, had been murdered there. The ghosts of 
the three were said to walk its rooms.... 

Hundred Dresses, The Estes, Eleanor 870 

At the heart of the story is Wanda Petronski, a Polish girl in a Connecticut school who is 
ridiculed by her classmates for wearing the same faded blue dress every day. Wanda claims she 
has one hundred dresses at home, but everyone knows she doesn’t and bullies her mercilessly. 
The class feels terrible when Wanda is pulled out of the school, but by that time it’s too late for 
apologies. Maddie, one of Wanda’s classmates, ultimately decides that she is "never going to 
stand by and say nothing again."  

Incident at Hawk's Hill Eckert, Allan W.  1200 

Six-year-old Ben is very small for his age, and gets along better with animals than people. One 
June day in 1870, Ben wanders away from his home on Hawk's Hill and disappears into the 
waving prairie grass. This is the story of how a shy, lonely boy survives for months in the wilds 
and forges a bond with a female badger. 

Incredible Journey, The Burnford, Sheila 1320 

Instinct told them that the way home lay to the west. And so the doughty young Labrador 
retriever, the roguish bull terrier and the indomitable Siamese set out through the Canadian 
wilderness. Separately, they would soon have died. But, together, the three house pets faced 
starvation, exposure, and wild forest animals to make their way home to the family they love. 

Introducing Michelangelo Richmond, Robin   
Highlighted by full-color reproductions of Michelangelo's masterpieces, this study provides 
young readers with a close-up look at the life and work of one of the world's greatest artists. 

Johnny Tremain Forbes, Esther 840 

Fourteen-year-old Johnny Tremain, an apprentice silversmith with a bright future ahead of him, 
injures his hand in a tragic accident, forcing him to look for other work. In his new job as a 
horse-boy, riding for the patriotic newspaper, The Boston Observer, and as a messenger for the 
Sons of Liberty, he encounters John Hancock, Samuel Adams, and Dr. Joseph Warren. Soon 
Johnny is involved in the pivotal events shaping the American Revolution from the Boston Tea 
Party to the first shots fired at Lexington. 
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Kitchen Knight: A Tale of King 
Arthur, The 

Hodges, Margaret   

Retells the first part of "The Tale of Sir Gareth of Orkney"--one of the most exciting and 
entertaining of the stories about King Arthur and his knights--which first appeared in Sir Thomas 
Malory's Le Morte D'Arthur. The noble Gareth vanquishes the dreaded Knight of the Red Plain 
and wins the hand of a fair maiden in this classic for children. 

Lassie Come Home Knight Eric 780 

Lassie is Joe's prize collie and constant companion. But when Joe's father loses his job, Lassie 
must be sold. Three times she escapes from her new owner, and three times she returns home 
to Joe, until finally she is taken to the remotest part of Scotland―too far a journey for any dog 
to make alone . . . But Lassie is not just any dog. 

Little Match Girl, The 
Anderson, Hans 
Christian 

470 Classic tale of a little girl's dying dreams. 

People Who Have Helped the 
World: Marie Curie 

Birch, Beverly   Biography of Marie Curie 

Run Away Home McKissak, Patricia 810 

This story is set in the 1800s. It's about a girl named Sarah Jane Crossman. Sarah's father was an 
African slave and her mother is part Seminole Indian. Though slavery has ended, many people in 
the book are still prejudiced against people like Sarah and her parents.  The Crossmans and an 
American Indian teen named Sky fight for their rights. Read this book for a peek into the past. 

Shiloh 
Naylor, Phyllis 
Reynolds 

890 

When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, it's love at first 
sight—and also big trouble. It turns out the dog, which Marty names Shiloh, belongs to Judd 
Travers, who drinks too much and has a gun—and abuses his dogs. So when Shiloh runs away 
from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret 
becomes too big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger. 
How far will Marty have to go to make Shiloh his? 

Slave Dancer, The Fox, Paula 970 

One day, thirteen-year-old Jessie Bollier is earning pennies playing his fife on the docks of New 
Orleans; the next, he is kidnapped and thrown aboard a slave ship, where his job is to provide 
music while shackled slaves "dance" to keep their muscles strong and their bodies profitable. As 
the endless voyage continues, Jessie grows increasingly sickened by the greed, brutality, and 
inhumanity of the slave trade, but nothing prepares him for the ultimate horror he will witness 
before his nightmare ends -- a horror that will change his life forever. 

Stuart Little White, E.B. 920 
Stuart Little is no ordinary mouse. Born to a family of humans, he lives in New York City with his 
parents, his older brother George, and Snowbell the cat. Though he's shy and thoughtful, he's 
also a true lover of adventure. 

The Apple and the Arrow: The 
Legend of William Tell 

Buff, Mary and 
Conrad. 

750 

Walter is the twelve-year-old son of William Tell, the greatest bowman in the land of Uri. Walter 
lives happily in the remote heights of the Alpine Mountains, caring for his family’s goat herd and 
practicing his marksmanship in the hopes of making his father proud. Walter’s peaceful life is 
shaken as his country enters a revolution, and Walter must carry a secret that could threaten 
the life of the father he loves so dearly. 

The Children's Homer: The 
Adventures of Odysseus and the 
Tale of Troy 

Colum, Padraic   

Travel back to a mythical time when Achilles, aided by the gods, waged war against the Trojans. 
And join Odysseus on his journey through murky waters, facing obstacles like the terrifying 
Scylla and whirring Charybdis, the beautiful enchantress Circe, and the land of the raging 
Cyclôpes.  
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The Olympians:  Great Gods and 
Goddesses of Ancient Greece 

Fisher, Leonard 
Everett 

  
Offers brief biographical sketches of the twelve gods and goddesses that reside on Mount 
Olympus including such information as their Roman names, their parents, and the symbols that 
represent them. 

Time Cat: The Remarkable Journeys 
of Jason and Gareth 

Alexander, Lloyd 660 Imagine discovering that your cat can time travel! 

View from Saturday, The Konigsburg, E.L. 870 

How had Mrs. Olinski chosen her sixth-grade Academic Bowl team? How had she really chosen Noah and 
Nadia and Ethan and Julian? And why did they make such a good team?  It was a surprise to a lot of people 
when Mrs. Olinski's team won the sixth-grade Academic Bowl contest at Epiphany Middle School. It was an 
even bigger surprise when they beat the seventh grade and the eighth grade, too. And when they went on 
to even greater victories, everyone began to ask: How did it happen?  

Who Was?  What Was?  Where Is?  
Series (any) 

 
650- 
1020 

These books tell stories of trailblazers, legends, innovators, cool places, and important 
events.   

 

 



 

St. Theresa School 6th Grade  
Summer Reading 2020 
 

Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each month of June and July.  You are required to read the selected book for August by 
August 20.  There will be a test or writing exercise on the August text when you come back to school.  Don’t forget to sign up for the 
Summer Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 
 

Read in August due August 20: 
The book needs to be purchased in paperback, read by August 20,  and brought to school for analysis in ELA during the first weeks of school.   

Title Author Lex Summary 

Refugee Gratz, Alan 750 

This timely and powerful novel tells the story of three different children from three 
different times seeking refuge.  All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. 
All will face unimaginable dangers - from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is 
always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by 
continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. 

 

We Encourage You to Select and Read at least one in June and one in July: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

Across Five Aprils Rawls, Wilson 1100 

Jethro Creighton is nine when his close knit family learns that hostilities have broken out. As 
numerous male relatives go off to fight for the North and the South, and after his father falls 
ill, young Jethro takes responsibility for the family farm. With help from an older sister and 
neighboring farmers, he copes with attacks from local vigilantes, and he makes mature 
choices about a cousin who has deserted the army.  

Adam of the Road Gray, Elizabeth Janet 1030 

Eleven-year-old Adam loved to travel throughout thirteenth century England with his father, 
a wandering minstrel, and his dog, Nick. But when Nick is stolen and his father disappears, 
Adam suddenly finds himself alone. He searches the same roads he traveled with his father, 
meeting various people along the way. But will Adam ever find his father and dog and end 
his desperate search? 

American Tall Tales Stoutenburg, Adrien   
Eight exciting classic American Tall Tales! This collection includes the famed stories of Paul 
Bunyan, Pecos Bill, Stormalong, Mike Fink, Davy Crockett, Johnny Appleseed, John Henry, 
and Joe Magarac. 

Black Beauty Sewell, Anna 1010 

Black Beauty tells the story of the horse's own long and varied life, from a well-born colt in a 
pleasant meadow to an elegant carriage horse for a gentleman to a painfully overworked 
cab horse. Throughout, Sewell rails--in a gentle, 19th-century way--against animal 
maltreatment.  

Black Stallion, The Farley, Walter 680 
A young boy is shipwrecked on an island and must survive with the help of a wild and 
untamed horse. 

http://www.palatinelibrary.org/events/summer-reading
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Bridge to Terabithia Paterson, Katherine 810 
Two friends create an imaginary world that will shape their real lives more than they can 
know. 

Bronze Bow, The Speare, Elizabeth George 760 

This gripping, action-packed novel tells the story of eighteen-year-old Daniel bar Jamin—a 
fierce, hot-headed young man bent on avenging his father’s death by forcing the Romans 
from his land of Israel. Daniel’s palpable hatred for Romans wanes only when he starts to 
hear the gentle lessons of the traveling carpenter, Jesus of Nazareth. A fast-paced, 
suspenseful, vividly wrought tale of friendship, loyalty, the idea of home, community . . . and 
ultimately, as Jesus says to Daniel on page 224: “Can’t you see, Daniel, it is hate that is the 
enemy? Not men. Hate does not die with killing. It only springs up a hundredfold. The only 
thing stronger than hate is love. 

Catherine, Called Birdy Cushman, Karen 1170 
Catherine, a spirited and inquisitive young woman of good family, narrates in diary form the 
story of her fourteenth year—the year 1290. 

Chasing Vermeer Balliet, Blue 770 

This novel by Blue Balliett is about two sixth-grade students who become friends on a trip to 
a museum. When a famous painting is mysteriously stolen, the two friends go on an 
adventure to find it, piecing together clues left by the thief.  Will they solve the puzzle and 
find the painting? Read the book to find out! 

Cleopatra VII: Daughter of the Nile Gregory, Kristiana 920 
Established Dear America author Kristiana Gregory kicks off the Royal Diaries with the 
captivating story of young Cleopatra's tumultuous life. Daughter of King Ptolemy Autletes, 
Pharaoh of Egypt, Cleopatra lives a life filled with opulence and mystery. 

Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo 
Marines of World War Two Bruchac, Joseph 910 

Throughout World War II, in the conflict fought against Japan, Navajo code talkers were a 
crucial part of the U.S. effort, sending messages back and forth in an unbreakable code that 
used their native language. They braved some of the heaviest fighting of the war, and with 
their code, they saved countless American lives. Yet their story remained classified for more 
than twenty years. 
But now Joseph Bruchac brings their stories to life for young adults through the riveting 
fictional tale of Ned Begay, a sixteen-year-old Navajo boy who becomes a code talker. His 
grueling journey is eye-opening and inspiring. This deeply affecting novel honors all of those 
young men, like Ned, who dared to serve, and it honors the culture and language of the 
Navajo Indians. 

Daddy Long Legs Webster, Jean 920 
Daddy Long-Legs is a 1912 epistolary novel by the American writer Jean Webster. It follows 
the protagonist, a young girl named Jerusha "Judy" Abbott, through her college years. She 
writes the letters to her benefactor, a rich man whom she has never seen. 

Dark is Rising Cooper, Susan 920 

On the Midwinter Day that is his eleventh birthday, Will Stanton discovers a special gift -- 
that he is the last of the Old Ones, immortals dedicated to keeping the world from 
domination by the forces of evil, the Dark. At once, he is plunged into a quest for the six 
magical Signs that will one day aid the Old Ones in the final battle between the Dark and the 
Light. And for the twelve days of Christmas, while the Dark is rising, life for Will is full of 
wonder, terror, and delight. 
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Dealing with Dragons: The Enchanted Forest 
Chronicles, Book One Wrede, Patricia C. 830 

Meet Princess Cimorene--a princess who refuses to be proper. She is everything a princess is 
not supposed to be: headstrong, tomboyish smart…  And bored.  So bored that she runs 
away to live with a dragon. And not just any dragon, but Kazul--one of the most powerful 
and dangerous dragons arounds. Of course, Cimorene has a way of hooking up with 
dangerous characters, and soon she's coping with a witch,a a jinn, a death-dealing talking 
bird, a stone prince, and some very oily wizards.  If this princess ran away to find some 
excitement, it looks like she's found plenty! With a new look and new introduction from the 
author. 

Detectives in Togas Winterfeld, Henry 700 
In these two delightful history-mysteries, seven boys in Ancient Rome solve strange crimes 
thanks to some help from their cranky teacher, a little bit of logic, and a lot of amusing 
misadventure. 

Diary of Young Girl Frank, Anne 1080 

Still, what does that matter? I want to write, but more than that, I want to bring out all kinds 
of things that lie buried deep in my heart." Anne Frank The Diary of Anne Frank is the story 
of a 13 year-old Jewish girl and her family who are forced into hiding by the Nazis during 
World War II. 

Ginger Pye Estes, Eleanor 990 
Meet Ginger Pye, the smartest dog you'll ever know. Jerry Pye and his sister, Rachel, feel 
pretty smart themselves for buying Ginger. It was the best dollar they ever spent. Ginger 
steals everybody's heart . . . until someone steals him! 

Heidi Spyri, Johanna 530 

At the age of five, little orphan Heidi is sent to live with her grandfather in the Alps. 
Everyone in the village is afraid of him, but Heidi is fascinated by his long beard and bushy 
grey eyebrows. She loves her life in the mountains, playing in the sunshine and growing up 
amongst the goats and birds. But one terrible day, Heidi is collected by her aunt and is made 
to live with a new family in town. Heidi can't bear to be away from her grandfather; can she 
find a way back up the mountain, where she belongs? 

Hidden Figures (Young Readers Edition)  Shetterly, Margot 1120 

Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of 
dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules, 
and adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, 
into space. This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine 
Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African-American women who lived through the civil 
rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose 
work forever changed the face of NASA and the country. 

Hobbit, The Tolkien, J.R.R. 1000 

Bilbo Baggins is a hobbit who enjoys a comfortable, unambitious life, rarely traveling any 
farther than his pantry or cellar. But his contentment is disturbed when the wizard Gandalf 
and a company of dwarves arrive on his doorstep one day to whisk him away on an 
adventure. They have launched a plot to raid the treasure hoard guarded by Smaug the 
Magnificent, a large and very dangerous dragon. Bilbo reluctantly joins their quest, unaware 
that on his journey to the Lonely Mountain he will encounter both a magic ring and a 
frightening creature known as Gollum.  
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House of Sixty Fathers, The DeJong, Meindert 820 

Tien Pao is all alone in enemy territory. Only a few days before, his family had escaped from 
the Japanese army, fleeing downriver by boat. Then came the terrible rainstorm. Tien Pao 
was fast asleep in the little sampan when the boat broke loose from its moorings and drifted 
right back to the Japanese soldiers. With only his lucky pig for company, Tien Pao must begin 
a long and dangerous journey in search of his home and family. 

Island of the Blue Dolphins O’Dell, Scott 1000 
This book is based on the true story of a woman who was left alone to live on San Nicolas 
Island off the coast of California. 

Justin Morgan had a Horse Henry, Marguerite 880 

Joel Goss knows that Little Bub is a special colt, even though he's a runt. And when 
schoolteacher Justin Morgan asks Joel to break the colt in, Joel is thrilled! Soon word about 
Little Bub has spread throughout the entire Northeast -- this spirited colt can pull heavier 
loads than a pair of oxen. And run faster than thoroughbreds!  

Lightning Thief, The Riordan, Rick 740 
Percy Jackson is about to be kicked out of boarding school...again. And that's the least of his 
troubles. Lately, mythological monsters and the gods of Mount Olympus seem to be walking 
straight out of the pages of Percy's Greek mythology textbook and into his life.  

Mango Shaped Space, A Mass, Wendy 770 
Mia Winchell has synesthesia, the mingling of perceptions whereby a person can see sounds, 
smell colors, or taste shapes. Forced to reveal her condition, she must look to herself to 
develop an understanding and appreciation of her gift in this coming-of-age novel. 

Moffats, The Estes, Eleanor 800 

Meet the Moffats. There is Sylvie, the oldest, the cleverest, and-most days at least-the 
responsible one; Joey, who though only twelve is the man of the house...sometimes; Janey, 
who has a terrific upside-down way of looking at the world; and Rufus, who may be the 
littlest but always gets in the biggest trouble. Even the most ordinary Moffat day is packed 
with extraordinary fun. Only a Moffat could get locked in a bread box all afternoon, or dance 
with a dog in front of the whole town, or hitch a ride on a boxcar during kindergarten recess. 
And only a Moffat could turn mistakes and mischief into hilarious one-of-a-kind adventure. 

Many Moons Thurber, James 790 A wise tale of a little princess who wanted the moon and got it.  

Matilda Dahl, Roald 840 

Matilda is a sweet, exceptional young girl, but her parents think she's just a nuisance. Sh 
expects school to be different but there she has to face Miss Trunchbull, a kid-hating terror 
of a headmistress. When Matilda is attacked by the Trunchbull she suddenly discovers she 
has a remarkable power with which to fight back. It'll take a superhuman genius to give Miss 
Trunchbull what she deserves and Matilda may be just the one to do it! 

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH O’Brien, Robert C. 790 

Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with four small children, is faced with a terrible problem. She 
must move her family to their summer quarters immediately, or face almost certain death. 
But her youngest son, Timothy, lies ill with pneumonia and must not be moved. Fortunately, 
she encounters the rats of NIMH, an extraordinary breed of highly intelligent creatures, who 
come up with a brilliant solution to her dilemma. And Mrs. Frisby in turn renders them a 
great service. 

Old Yeller Gipson, Fred 910 

The big, ugly, yellow dog showed up out of nowhere one night and stole a whole side of 
hanging pork, and when Travis went for him the next morning that dog started yelling like a 
baby before he was touched. Then he got into the spring water with five-year-old Arliss, 
Travis took an easy hate to Old Yeller, as they started to call him; in fact, he would have 
driven him off or killed him if it hadn't been for brother Arliss' loud and violent protests, So 
Yeller stayed, and Travis soon found he couldn't have got along without him. 

Paul Bunyan of the Great Lakes Newton, Stanley, D.   The story of Paul Bunyon, American legend. 
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Pippi Longstocking  Lindgren, Astrid 870 
Tommy and his sister Annika have a new neighbor, and her name is Pippi Longstocking. She 
has crazy red pigtails, no parents to tell her what to do, a horse that lives on her porch, and a 
flair for the outrageous that seems to lead to one adventure after another! 

Plot to Kill Hitler, The:  Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 
Pastor, Spy, Unlikely Hero 

McCormick, Patricia 1000 

This is a page-turning narrative about Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor and pacifist who became 
an unlikely hero during World War II and took part in a plot to kill Hitler.  
This compelling, brilliantly researched account includes the remarkable discovery that 
Bonhoeffer was one of the first people to provide evidence to the Allies that Jews were 
being deported to death camps. It takes readers from his privileged early childhood to the 
studies and travel that would introduce him to peace activists around the world — 
eventually putting this gentle, scholarly pacifist on a deadly course to assassinate one of the 
most ruthless dictators in history. The Plot to Kill Hitler provides fascinating insights into 
what makes someone stand up for what’s right when no one else is standing with you. It is a 
question that every generation must answer again and again.  With black-and-white 
photographs, fascinating sidebars, and thoroughly researched details, this book should be 
essential reading. 

Rhyme Schemer Holt, K.A.  

Kevin has a bad attitude. He has a real knack for rubbing people the wrong way. And he's 
even figured out a secret way to do it with poems. But what happens when the tables are 
turned and he is the one getting picked on? Using elements of subversive found poetry, 
Rhyme Schemer is an accessible novel in verse that is both touching and hilarious, and will 
inspire voracious and reluctant readers alike. It is a celebration of the power of words and 
their ability to transform lives. 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Taylor, Mildred D 920 

Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, this is the story of one family's struggle to 
maintain their integrity, pride, and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. It 
is Cassie's story—Cassie Logan, an independent girl who discovers why having land of their 
own is so crucial to the Logan family, even as she learns to draw strength from her own 
sense of dignity and self-respect. 

Root Cellar, The Lunn, Janet 840 

Rose finally has a place where she fits in - but she has to travel through time to get there!  It 
looked like an ordinary root cellar, the kind of place where you'd store canned goods and 
winter vegetables. If twelve-year-old Rose hadn't been so unhappy in her new home, she 
probably never would have fled down the stairs to the dark cellar. And if she hadn't, she 
never would have climbed up into another century, the world of the 1860s, and the chaos of 
the Civil War. There she makes her first friends - and they desperately need her help! 

Rules Lord, Cynthia 780 

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near impossible when you have 
a brother with autism and a family that revolves around his disability. She's spent years 
trying to teach David the rules from "a peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your 
pants on in public"---in order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. 
But the summer Catherine meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-
door friend she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything 
upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal? 

Salamandastron Curtis, Jacques 890 
In the Redwall books you will find war, adventure, great friendships, humour, mystery, and 
lots of exciting action. 
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Shakespeare Stealer, The Blackwood, Gary L 780 

That's the order from his fearsome master. And fourteen-year-old Widge — a poor orphan 
with the rare ability to write a unique coded shorthand — has no choice but to follow 
orders. So Widge works his way into the Globe Theatre, where Shakespeare's troupe 
rehearses and performs. The players take him in and treat him as one of their own. Afraid to 
disappoint his master, but unwilling to betray his new friends, Widge is torn. Will he secretly 
copy down the lines? Until he decides, he must play the part of his life. 

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World  Armstrong, Jennifer 1090 

In August 1914, Ernest Shackleton and 27 men sailed from England in an attempt to become 
the first team of explorers to cross Antarctica from one side to the other. Five months later 
and still 100 miles from land, their ship, Endurance, became trapped in ice. The expedition 
survived another five months camping on ice floes, followed by a perilous journey through 
stormy seas to remote and unvisited Elephant Island. In a dramatic climax to this amazing 
survival story, Shackleton and five others navigated 800 miles of treacherous open ocean in 
a 20-foot boat to fetch a rescue ship.  Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World vividly recreates 
one of the most extraordinary adventure stories in history. Jennifer Armstrong narrates this 
unbelievable story with vigor, an eye for detail, and an appreciation of the marvelous 
leadership of Shackleton, who brought home every one of his men alive. 

So B. It Weeks, Sarah 860 

A touching coming-of-age story about a young girl who goes on a cross-country journey to 
discover the truth about her parents, which the New York Times called "a remarkable novel." 
Perfect for fans of Rebecca Stead's When You Reach Me and Ali Benjamin's The Thing About 
Jellyfish.  She doesn't know when her birthday is or who her father is. In fact, everything 
about Heidi and her mentally disabled mother's past is a mystery. When a strange word in 
her mother's vocabulary begins to haunt her, Heidi sets out on a cross-country journey in 
search of the secrets of her past. Far away from home, pieces of her puzzling history come 
together. But it isn't until she learns to accept not knowing that Heidi truly arrives. 

Soul Surfer Hamilton, Bethany 960 

She lost her arm in a shark attack and nearly died, but she never lost her faith. Now a major 
motion picture, "Soul Surfer" is the moving story of Bethany Hamilton's triumphant return to 
competitive surfing and has continued to be a beacon of inspiration to all who hear it.   
They say Bethany Hamilton has saltwater in her veins. How else could one explain the 
passion that drives her to surf? Or that nothing — not even the loss of her arm — could 
come between her and the waves? That Halloween morning in Kauai, Hawaii, Bethany 
responded to the shark's stealth attack with the calm of a teenage girl with God on her side, 
resolutely pushing aside her pain and panic while being rescued and brought back to shore. 
"When can I surf again?" was the first thing Bethany asked after her emergency surgery, 
leaving no doubt that her spirit and determination were part of a greater story — a tale of 
personal empowerment and spiritual grit that shows the body is no more essential to 
surfing, perhaps even less so, than the soul. 

Star Girl Spinelli, Jerry 770 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the 
hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with 
just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of 
Mica High are enchanted. At first.   Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for 
everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to 
become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of nonconformity, 
Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of popularity 
and the thrill and inspiration of first love. 
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Sounder Armstrong, William H. 900 

During the difficult years of the nineteenth century South, an African-American boy and his 
poor family rarely have enough to eat. Each night, the boy's father takes their dog, Sounder, 
out to look for food and the man grows more desperate by the day. When food suddenly 
appears on the table one morning, it seems like a blessing. But the sheriff and his deputies 
are not far behind. The ever-loyal Sounder remains determined to help the family he loves 
as hard times bear down on them. 

Staircase, The Rinaldi, Ann 590 

How could Lizzy Enders's father abandon her at a girls school run by nuns? She's surrounded 
by Catholics--but she's Methodist! Shunned by the other boarders, Lizzy befriends a 
wandering carpenter named José, who with just three tools--and unflagging faith--builds an 
elaborate spiral staircase in the new chapel in mere weeks. When he disappears without a 
trace, Lizzy realizes that the way she sees things is not always the way they are.Inspired by 
the legend of the "miraculous" staircase in the Chapel of Loretto in Santa Fe, Ann Rinaldi 
skillfully blends the mystery surrounding the staircase's  builder with the daily trials of a 
spunky thirteen-year-old girl growing up in the 1870s. 

Stealing Home Denenberg, Barry 930 

Stealing Home is a moving and poignant account of a man who was determined to play 
baseball regardless of the color of his skin. This biography tells the story of Jackie Robinson, 
the first black man to play in baseball's major leagues in the United States. In his willingness 
to fight for his rights and the rights of others both on and off the baseball field, Jackie 
Robinson was not only a great ball player, but also a true American hero. He once said, "A 
life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives." Robinson truly lived an 
important life, which still influences people today. 

Swan Town:  The Secret Journal of Susanna 
Shakespeare 

Ortiz, Michael J.   

Thirteen–year–old Susanna Shakespeare longs for something exciting to happen in her 
boring village of Stratford, England. Her father, Will, is always off in London, busily working 
on new plays, and Susanna yearns to be a part of that world. When Susanna's uncle gets 
himself in trouble with the Master of Revels, and Susanna is whisked off to London to help, 
the stage is set for adventure...and romance. 

Thank You, Jackie Robinson Cohen, Barbara 730 

After Sam's father died, he became so wrapped up in the Brooklyn Dodgers that he could 
describe every game they'd played in the past four years. Nobody was very interested, until 
Sam met Davy. They came from different races, religions, and generations. But it didn't take 
long before they had a friendship that went well beyond baseball. 

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle:  A 
Spellbinding Tale of Intrigue and Murder on 
the High Seas 

Avi 740 
A young girl travelling to her new home on Rhode Island finds herself caught in a dangerous 
war between captain and crew. 

Twenty and Ten Bishop, Claire Hutchet 630 
This book tells the story of how twenty school children hid ten Jewish children from the 
Nazis occupying France during World War II. 

Twenty-One Balloons, The Dubois, William Pene 1070 
Professor William Waterman Sherman intends to fly across the Pacific Ocean. But through a 
twist of fate, he lands on Krakatoa, and discovers a world of unimaginable wealth, eccentric 
inhabitants, and incredible balloon inventions 

Understood Betsy Fisher, Dorothy Canfield 1000 
When Aunt Harriet becomes ill, nine-year-old Betsy is at first terrified to live with her 
country cousins in Vermont. After she arrives, however, Betsy learns how to cook, make 
friends, and think for herself. Eventually, she must make a choice between two. 
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Where the Red Fern Grows 
Collier, James & 
Christopher 

700 
Billy has long dreamt of owning not one, but two, dogs. So when he’s finally able to save up 
enough money for two pups to call his own—Old Dan and Little Ann—he’s ecstatic. It 
doesn’t matter that times are tough; together they’ll roam the hills of the Ozarks. 

Westing Game, The Raskin, Ellen 750 

A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for the reading of 
Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving 
millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his vast 
fortune, on things for sure: Sam Westing may be dead…but that won’t stop him from playing 
one last game! 

White Darkness, The Gran, David  

Henry Worsley was a devoted husband and father and a decorated British special forces 
officer who believed in honor and sacrifice. He was also a man obsessed. He spent his life 
idolizing Ernest Shackleton, the nineteenth-century polar explorer, who tried to become the 
first person to reach the South Pole, and later sought to cross Antarctica on foot. Shackleton 
never completed his journeys, but he repeatedly rescued his men from certain death, and 
emerged as one of the greatest leaders in history.  Worsley felt an overpowering connection 
to those expeditions. He was related to one of Shackleton's men, Frank Worsley, and spent a 
fortune collecting artifacts from their epic treks across the continent. He modeled his 
military command on Shackleton's legendary skills and was determined to measure his own 
powers of endurance against them. He would succeed where Shackleton had failed, in the 
most brutal landscape in the world.   In 2008, Worsley set out across Antarctica with two 
other descendants of Shackleton's crew, battling the freezing, desolate landscape, life-
threatening physical exhaustion, and hidden crevasses. Yet when he returned home he felt 
compelled to go back. On November 13, 2015, at age 55, Worsley bid farewell to his family 
and embarked on his most perilous quest: to walk across Antarctica alone. 

White Fang  London, Jack 970 

 Jack London follows the life of a magnificent wolf-dog in the Yukon wilderness. White Fang 
is part wolf, part dog, but for the early part of his life he doesn't know what he should be. 
Born in a cave, suffering from famine, he has been raised as a wolf, but feels conflicted as he 
gets to know the world of dogs — and humans.  

White Water Peterson, P.J. 650 
Greg's rafting trip with his father turns into a life-and-death ordeal when Greg's father is 
bitten by a rattlesnake, and the boy must find a way to overcome his fear of the rapids and 
get his father to a doctor." 
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Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each month of June and July.  You are required to read the selected book for August by 
August 20.  There will be a test or writing exercise on the August text when you come back to school.  You need to purchase the August text!   Don’t 
forget to sign up for the Summer Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 

 
Read in August due August 20: 
Choose either book.  The book needs to be purchased in paperback, read by August 20,  and brought to school for analysis in ELA during the first weeks of school.   

Title Author Lex Summary 

Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde, The 

Stevenson, Robert 
Louis 

1040 

Dr. Jekyll has been experimenting with identity. He has developed a drug which separates 
the two sides of his nature, allowing him to abandon himself to his most corrupt 
inclinations as the monstrous Mr. Hyde. But gradually the journey back to goodness 
becomes more and more difficult, and the risk that Mr. Hyde will break free from Dr. 
Jekyll's control puts all of London in grave peril. 

Outsiders Hinton, S.E.  750 

Ponyboy can count on his brothers. And on his friends. But not on much else besides 
trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up 
"greasers" like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect, until the night someone takes 
things too far. 

 
We Encourage You to Select and Read at least one in June and one in July: 

Title Author Lex Summary 

Abe Lincoln Grows Up Sandburg, Carl 1260 

Drawn from the early chapters of Carl Sandburg’s Pulitzer Prize-winning biography, Abraham Lincoln: 
The Prairie Years, this is the story of Abraham Lincoln’s childhood. Growing up poor on the family 
farm, Abe did chores, helped his father cut down trees, and expertly skinned animals and cured 
hides. As a young man, he became an avid reader. When he witnessed a slave auction while on a 
flatboat trip down the Mississippi, he was forever changed—and so was the future of America. This is 
the remarkable story of Lincoln’s youth, early America, and the pioneer life that shaped one of our 
country’s greatest presidents. 

Abigail Adams Witter, Evelyn   The personal faith of America's second First Lady kept her strong in a young war-torn country. 
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Airborne: A Photobiography of 
Wilbur and Orville Wright 

Collins, Mary   

This is the inspiring photobiography of Wilbur and Orville Wright, whose determination and curiosity 
led them to create the first working airplane. Packed with intriguing photos of Wilbur and Orville 
Wright, their family, and their many experiments, this photobiography reveals the personalities and 
lives of these extraordinary young men who resolved those problems of flight that stumped the 
experts and built the first airplane that really could fly! 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 
& Through the Looking-Glass  

Carroll, Lewis 1010 The original story of Alice in Wonderland. 

Amos Fortune, Free Man Yates, Elizabeth 1090 
This book is the story of an African man who was captured by slave traders and brought to 
Massachusetts, where he was a slave until he was able to purchase his freedom. 

Anne of Green Gables 
Montgomery, Lucy 
Maud 

990 
Anne is whimsical, funny, endearing and often up to something with her big dreams and wild 
imagination. 

Ballet Shoes Streatfeild, Noel 950 
In this story, three orphan girls vow to make a name for themselves and find their own special 
talents. With hard work, fame just may be in the stars!  

Banner in the Sky 
Ullman, James 
Ramsey 

680 

The Citadel.  It stands unconquered, the last great summit of the Alps. Only one man has ever dared 
to approach the top, and that man died in his pursuit. He was Josef Matt, Rudi Matt's father.  At 
sixteen, Rudi is determined to pay tribute to the man he never knew, and complete the quest that 
claimed his father's life. 

Beyond the Burning Time Lasky, Kathryn 970 

When young Betty Parris contracts a mysterious ailment that spreads to other girls in her Puritan 
village of Salem, Betty and her family must confront the deadly superstitions that will change their 
lives. 
 

Borrowers, The Norton, Mary 780 

The Borrowers are tiny people who live underneath the kitchen floor of an old English country 
manor. All their minuscule home furnishings, from postage stamp paintings to champagne cork 
chairs, are “borrowed” from the “human beans” who tromp around loudly above them. All is well 
until Pod is spotted upstairs by a human boy! Can the Clocks stay nested safely in their beloved 
hidden home, or will they be forced to flee?  

Breadwinner, The Ellis, Deborah 630 

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building in 
Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital city. Parvana’s father — a history teacher until his school was bombed 
and his health destroyed — works from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters 
for people who cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested for the crime of having a foreign 
education, and the family is left without someone who can earn money or even shop for food. As 
conditions for the family grow desperate, only one solution emerges. Forbidden to earn money as a 
girl, Parvana must transform herself into a boy, and become the breadwinner. 

Call it Courage Sperry, Armstrong 830 

Mafatu has been afraid of the sea for as long as he can remember. Though his father is the Great 
Chief of Hikueru - an island whose seafaring people worship courage - Mafatu feels like an outsider. 
All his life he has been teased, taunted, and even blamed for storms on the sea.  Then at age fifteen, 
no longer willing to put up with the ridicule and jibes, Mafatu decides to take his fate into his own 
hands. With his dog, Uri, as his companion, Mafatu paddles out to sea, ready to face his fears. What 
he learns on his lonesome adventure will change him forever and make him a hero in the eyes of his 
people. 

Call of the Wild, The London, Jack 1120 
A gripping tale of a heroic dog that, thrust into the brutal life of the Alaska Gold Rush, ultimately 
faces a choice between living in man's world and returning to nature 
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Captains Courageous Kipling, Rudyard 1020 

A spoiled rich boy is literally swept away — dashed overboard from an ocean liner. Luckily, young 
Harvey Cheyne is rescued by a passing fishing vessel. As it turns out, Harvey's apparent misfortune in 
tumbling from a life of pampered luxury into the humble company of a fishing schooner becomes a 
blessing in disguise. Compelled by the captain to earn his keep, Harvey loses his affectations as he 
learns the rewards of an honest day's labor amid the gruff and hearty companionship of the 
crewmen, who teach him to be worth his salt as they fish the waters off the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland. 

Chronicles of Narnia - Any Lewis, C.S. 850 
Enchanting magical realms, epic battles between good and evil, and the unforgettable creatures of 
Narnia. 

Custer and Crazy Horse Razzi, Jim   
Recounts the events in the lives of the Oglala Sioux chief and the United States Army officer who met 
at the Battle of the Little Big Horn in 1876. 

Day Lincoln Was Shot, The Bishop, Jim 1020 

The Day Lincoln Was Shot is a gripping, minute-by-minute account of April 14, 1865: the day 
President Abraham Lincoln was tragically assassinated. It chronicles the movements of Lincoln and 
his assassin John Wilkes Booth during every movement of that fateful day. Author and journalist Jim 
Bishop has fashioned an unforgettable tale of tragedy, more gripping than fiction, more alive than 
any newspaper account. 

Door in the Wall, The 
De Angeli, 
Marguerite 

990 
Set in the fourteenth century, the classic story of one boy's personal heroism when he loses the use 
of his legs. 

Fever 1793  
Anderson, Laurie 
Halse 

580 

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her widowed 
mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making plans to turn the family 
business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out. Disease sweeps 
the streets, destroying everything in its path and turning Mattie's world upside down.  

Johnny Tremain  Forbes, Esther 840 

Fourteen-year-old Johnny Tremain, an apprentice silversmith with a bright future ahead of him, 
injures his hand in a tragic accident, forcing him to look for other work. In his new job as a horse-boy, 
riding for the patriotic newspaper, The Boston Observer, and as a messenger for the Sons of Liberty, 
he encounters John Hancock, Samuel Adams, and Dr. Joseph Warren. Soon Johnny is involved in the 
pivotal events shaping the American Revolution from the Boston Tea Party to the first shots fired at 
Lexington. 

Julie of the Wolves 
George, Jean 
Craighead 

860 An unforgettable adventure about a girl who survives in the arctic with the help of a pack of wolves. 

Jungle Book, The Kipling, Rudyard 1140 

 Shere Khan the tiger has hunted a man cub, but the wolves have adopted him as their own and 
named him Mowgli (the frog). As Mowgli grows up, he is guided by Baloo the bear and Bagheera the 
panther, who supported Mowgli's wolf parents in their desire to raise Mowgli. 
 

Killer Angels, The Shaara, Michael 610 

In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies fought for two 
conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of life. Far more than rifles and 
bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. There were promises. There was love. And far 
more than men fell on those Pennsylvania fields. Bright futures, untested innocence, and pristine 
beauty were also the casualties of war.  
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King Solomon's Mines Haggard, H. Rider 1230 

The thrilling saga of elephant hunter Allan Quatermain and his search for fabled treasure is more 
than just an adventure story, though: As Alexandra Fuller explains in her Introduction, in its vivid 
portrayal of the alliances and battles of white colonials and African tribesmen, King Solomon’s Mines 
“brings us the world of extremes, of the absurdly tall tales and of the illogical loyalty between 
disparate people that still informs this part of the world.” 

Little Princess, A 
Burnett, Frances 
Hodgson 

520 

Alone in a new country, wealthy Sara Crewe tries to settle in and make friends at boarding school. 
But when she learns that she'll never see her beloved father gain, her life is turned upside down. 
Transformed from princess to pauper, she must swap dancing lessons and luxury for hard work and a 
room in the attic. Will she find that kindness and generosity are all the riches she truly needs? 

Long Way from Chicago, A Peck, Richard 750 
Join Joey and his sister Mary Alice as they spend nine unforgettable summers with the 
worst influence imaginable-their grandmother! 

Man Who Was Poe, The Avi 600 

It is night and Edmund is all alone. His mother is gone. His sister has disappeared. Edmund has no 
one, except for a dark and mysterious stranger who follows him through the cold and shadowy city 
with offers of help. But who is this stranger who gives Edmund refuge? He has a mission of his own 
and he needs Edmund, but he tells him nothing of his purpose. Yet the stranger is Edmund's only 
hope of discovering the dark secrets that surround the disappearance of his family... 

My Brother Sam Is Dead Collier, James 
Lincoln 

770 

Young Tim sees his 16-year-old brother join the militia to fight the British, while his father tries to 
remain loyal to the crown. Their hometown of Redding Ridge, Connecticut is a Tory town, and it is a 
constant struggle for the family to remain neutral. As the war progresses, Tim has to learn some very 
hard lessons: Life does not always follow the easiest and happiest course. 

My Side of the Mountain 
George, Jean 
Craighead 

810 

Fifteen-year-old Sam Gribley has decided to run away from home, but unlike most kids, Sam goes 
from New York City all the way to the ruined farm of Great grandfather Gribley in the Catskill 
Mountains. There are no buildings or people on the old Gribley farm, so Sam sets up residence by 
hollowing out the trunk of an ancient Hemlock tree. He has brought only a few tools of survival with 
him. Using these simple tools and his wits, Sam learns to live off the land, and discovers just how 
much he values freedom, independence, and adventure when faced with the challenges of blizzards, 
loneliness and fear. 

The Mysterious Benedict Society 
and the Perilous Journey 

Stewart, Trenton 
Lee 

 840 
With only one week to find a captured Mr. Benedict, the gifted foursome faces their greatest 
challenge of all--a challenge that will reinforce the reasons they were brought together in the first 
place and will require them to fight for the very namesake that united them. 

Mystery of the Roman Ransom Winterfield, Henry 660 

In these two delightful history-mysteries, seven boys in Ancient Rome solve strange crimes . . . 
thanks to some help from their cranky teacher, a little bit of logic, and a lot of amusing 
misadventure.   It seems the boys can get nothing right: Their teacher's fiftieth birthday is "long "past 
(they should have done their math homework); the servant they bought as a present for his birthday 
isn't just your run-of-the-mill Gaul slave but a courier running for his life; and, to top it all off, the 
message he's carrying requests the assassination of a Roman senator--the father of one of the boys. 

Numbering All the Bones Rinaldi, Ann 590 

The Civil War is at an end, but for thirteen-year-old Eulinda, it is no time to rejoice. Her younger 
brother Zeke was sold, her older brother Neddy joined the Northern war effort, and her master will 
not acknowledge that Eulinda is his daughter. Her mettle is additionally tested when she realizes her 
brother Neddy might be buried in the now-closed Andersonville Prison where soldiers were kept in 
torturous conditions. With the help of Clara Barton, the eventual founder of the Red Cross, Eulinda 
must find a way to let go of the skeletons from her past. 
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On to Oregon Morrow, Honore 980 The epic journey of the Sager children by covered wagon from Missouri to Oregon in 1848. 

Rifles for Watie Keith, Harold 910 

In the Indian country south of Kansas there was dread in the air; and the name, Stand Watie, was on 
every tongue. A hero to the rebel, a devil to the Union man, Stand Watie led the Cherokee Indian 
Nation fearlessly and successfully on savage raids behind the Union lines. Jeff came to know the 
Watie men only too well. 

Secret Garden, The 
Burnett, Frances 
Hodgson 

970 

After the sudden death of her parents in India, Mary Lennox is sent 'home' to England, and the 
Yorkshire estate of a distant relative. Sad and lonely, her only interest lies in a secret garden, 
abandoned after a tragic accident. With the help of local the country boy Dickon and Colin, her 
guardian's invalid son, Mary's spirit is reawakened as they bring the garden back to life.   Now Mary 
will discover that miracles can happen, and that magic is real. 

Shakespeare Stealer, The Blackwood, Gary 840 

Steal Shakespeare's play Hamlet... or else. That's the order from his fearsome master. And fourteen-
year-old Widge — a poor orphan with the rare ability to write a unique coded shorthand — has no 
choice but to follow orders. So Widge works his way into the Globe Theatre, where Shakespeare's 
troupe rehearses and performs. The players take him in and treat him as one of their own. Afraid to 
disappoint his master, but unwilling to betray his new friends, Widge is torn. Will he secretly copy 
down the lines? Until he decides, he must play the part of his life. 

Summer of the Monkeys Rawls, Wilson 810 
Fourteen-year-old Jay tries to recover a group of wily monkeys escaped from a circus train with the 
hope that the reward will buy him the gun and pony he has wanted for so long. 

True Grit Portis, Charles 800 
Pursuing a cunning murderer who has escaped with his band deep into Indian Territory, U.S. Marshal 
Rooster J. Cogburn teams up with a bounty-hunting Texas Ranger and a cantankerous youth who is 
bent on revenge. 

Where the Lilies Bloom 
Cleaver, Vera and 
Bill Cleaver 

920 
Set in the Appalachian hills, the story -- narrated by 14-year-old Mary Call -- tells of her efforts to 
keep her family together and independent after their sharecropper father dies 

Wind in the Willows, The Grahame, Kenneth 630 
When Mole and Rat visit Badger in the Wild Wood, they tell Badger about Toad's problem with 
buying and smashing up cars.  After Badger decides the friends must lock Toad in his room, an 
adventure begins for Toad that should change his ways for sure.  

Witch of Blackbird Pond, The 
Speare, Elizabeth 
George 

850 

Kit Tyler is marked by suspicion and disapproval from the moment she arrives on the unfamiliar 
shores of colonial Connecticut in 1867. Alone and desperate, she has been forced to leave her 
beloved home on the island of Barbados and join a family she has never met. Torn between her 
quest for belonging and her desire to be true to herself, Kit struggles to survive in a hostile place. 

Woodsong Paulsen, Gary 1090 
Parvana lives in Afghanistan in the time of the Taliban and must disguise herself as a boy to help her 
family survive. 

Wrinkle in Time, A L'Engle, Madeleine 740 

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had 
come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most 
disturbing stranger. "Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in 
a downdraft and blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on my way. 
Speaking of ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract."  
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Reading: 
We encourage you to read at least one book each month of June and July.  You are required to read the selected book for August by 
August 20.  There will be a test or writing exercise on the August text when you come back to school.  You need to purchase the 
August text!   Don’t forget to sign up for the Summer Reading Program at Palatine Public Library! 

 
Read in August due August 20: 
The book needs to be purchased in paperback, read by August 20, and brought to school for analysis in ELA during the first weeks of school.  This book should be 

sticky note annotated for theme, characters, exposition, and climax.  Please contact Mrs. Maday (cmaday@sttheresaschool.com)  if you have any questions! 

Title Author Lex Summary 

Book Thief, The Zusak, Markus 730 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier 
still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself 
by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing 
foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as 
with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  

 

We Encourage You to Select and Read at least one in June and one in July: 
Title Author Lex Summary 

An Occurrence at Owl 
Creek Bridge 

Bierce, 
Ambrose 

  

Ambrose Bierce's "Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is a short story that is indispensable in any anthology of 
short stories. Located in the historic event that was the 1860 Civil War between the states of the North and the 
South, the author paints a feverish landscape where the outer vision is mixed with the subjectivity of the hero 
Peyton Fahrquhar, dragging and involving the reader into the phantasmal action where Peyton agonistes builds 
a parallel reality but far more superior and palatable than objective reality. Not only is the story suspenseful, 
but also well measured in its description of the landscape. Of course, a war story has to be violent, yet in the 
midst of fighting the author manages to convey a message of fidelity, loyalty- 

Ancient Ocean Blues Mitchell, Jack   

Marcus is unwittingly involved by his cousin in “promoting” the ambitious young Julius Caesar in an upcoming 
Roman election. When Marcus proves to be even better at bribery than his cousin had hoped, he is assigned a 
difficult and dangerous mission. He must spy on, and undermine, those who would support Cicero’s control of 
Rome, so that Julius Caesar can continue his power grab. The mission carries its rewards and risks. If Marcus 
succeeds, he will be on the inner circles of Rome’s elite. If he fails, he faces exile — or worse. Given very little 
choice but to accept his assignment, Marcus travels to Greece, but not before he is sidelined by shipwreck, 
enslavement, and pirate attack. Oh, yes, and the beginnings of love. 

Boy in the Striped Pajamas, 
The 

Boyne, John 1080 
Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from school one day, he discovers that his belongings are being 
packed in crates. His father has received a promotion and the family must move to a new house far, far away, 
where there is no one to play with and nothing to do. A tall fence stretches as far as the eye can see and cuts 
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him off from the strange people in the distance. But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides that there must 
be more to this desolate new place than meets the eye. While exploring his new environment, he meets 
another boy whose life and circumstances are very different from his own, and their meeting results in a 
friendship that has devastating consequences. 

Calling On Dragons 
Wrede, 
Patricia C 

740 
Those wicked wizards are back--and they've become very smart. (Sort of.) They intend to take over the 
Enchanted Forest once and for all . . . unless Cimorene finds a way to stop them. And some people think being 
queen is easy. 

Cask of Amontillado, The 
Poe, Edgar 
Allan 

1300 

Told in the first person by an Italian aristocrat, “The Cask of Amontillado” engages the reader by making him or 
her a confidant to Montresor’s macabre tale of revenge. The victim is Fortunato, who, the narrator claims, gave 
him a thousand injuries that he endured patiently, but when Fortunato dared insult him, he vowed revenge. It 
must be a perfect revenge, one in which Fortunato will know fully what is happening to him and in which 
Montresor will be forever undetected. 

Cay, The 
Taylor, 
Theodore 

860 

Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of Curaçao. War has always been a game to him, 
and he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand–until the freighter he and his mother are traveling to the United States 
on is torpedoed.  When Phillip comes to, he is on a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat, his 
only companion is an old West Indian, Timothy. Phillip remembers his mother’s warning about black people: 
“They are different, and they live differently.” But by the time the castaways arrive on a small island, Phillip’s 
head injury has made him blind and dependent on Timothy. 

Children of the River Crew, Linda 700 

Sundara fled Cambodia with her aunt's family to escape the Khmer Rouge army when she was thirteen, leaving 
behind her parents, her brother and sister, and the boy she had loved since she was a child. Now, four years 
later, she struggles to fit in at her Oregon high school and to be "a good Cambodian girl" at home. A good 
Cambodian girl never dates; she waits for her family to arrange her marriage to a Cambodian boy. Yet Sundara 
and Jonathan, an extraordinary American boy, are powerfully drawn to each other. Haunted by grief for her 
lost family and for the life left behind, Sundara longs to be with him. At the same time she wonders, Are her 
hopes for happiness and new life in America disloyal to her past and her people? 

Chosen, The Potok, Chaim 710 

It is the now-classic story of two fathers and two sons and the pressures on all of them to pursue the religion 
they share in the way that is best suited to each. And as the boys grow into young men, they discover in the 
other a lost spiritual brother, and a link to an unexplored world that neither had ever considered before. In 
effect, they exchange places, and find the peace that neither will ever retreat from again.... 

Cold Sassy Tree 
Burns, Olive 
Ann 

930 

The one thing you can depend on in Cold Sassy, Georgia, is that word gets around - fast. When Grandpa E. 
Rucker Blakeslee announces one July morning in 1906 that he's aiming to marry the young and freckledy 
milliner, Miss Love Simpson - a bare three weeks after Granny Blakeslee has gone to her reward - the news is 
served up all over town with that afternoon's dinner. And young Will Tweedy suddenly finds himself 
eyewitness to a major scandal. Boggled by the sheer audacity of it all, and not a little jealous of his grandpa's 
new wife, Will nevertheless approves of this May-December match and follows its progress with just a smidgen 
of youthful prurience. As the newlyweds' chaperone, conspirator, and confidant, Will is privy to his one-armed, 
renegade grandfather's second adolescence; meanwhile, he does some growing up of his own. He gets run 
over by a train and lives to tell about it; he kisses his first girl, and survives that too.  

Death Be Not Proud Gunther, John 1060 

Johnny Gunther was only seventeen years old when he died of a brain tumor. During the months of his illness, 
everyone near him was unforgettably impressed by his level-headed courage, his wit and quiet friendliness, 
and, above all, his unfaltering patience through times of despair. This deeply moving book is a father's memoir 
of a brave, intelligent, and spirited boy. 
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Eagle of the Ninth, The 
Sutcliff, 
Rosemary 

1110 
In a.d. 125, a young Roman centurion must recover the infamous Ninth Legion's missing symbol of honor, the 
eagle standard.  

Emma  Austen, Jane 1080 
"Emma Woodhouse, handsome, clever, and rich." Emma, however, is also rather spoiled, headstrong, and self-
satisfied; she greatly overestimates her own matchmaking abilities; she is blind to the dangers of meddling in 
other people's lives; and her imagination and perceptions often lead her astray. 

Endless Steppe:  Growing 
Up in Sibera, The 

Hautzig, 
Esther 

940 

In June 1942, the Rudomin family is arrested by the Russians. They are "capitalists -- enemies of the people." 
Forced from their home and friends in Vilna, Poland, they are herded into crowded cattle cars. Their 
destination: the endless steppe of Siberia. For five years, Ester and her family live in exile, weeding potato fields 
and working in the mines, struggling for enough food and clothing to stay alive. Only the strength of family 
sustains them and gives them hope for the future. 

First Woman Doctor: the 
Story of Elizabeth Blackwell, 
M.D. 

Baker, Rachel 1120 
A biography of a strong and dedicated woman who successfully worked for the recognition of women in the 
field of medicine in both the United States and Great Britain. 

Flowers for Algernon  Keyes, Daniel 710 
A mentally challenged man receives an operation that turns him into a genius...and introduces him to 
heartache. 

Four-Minute Mile 
Bannister, 
Roger 

  
All sports have pivotal moments, single events that change perceptions forever after. For the sport of running, 
such a moment occurred on a blustery May afternoon in 1954, when Roger Bannister broke the four-minute 
mile. This is the story of that epic run.  

Hatchet Paulsen, Gary 1020 

Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single-engine plane in which he is 
flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a tattered 
Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has been tearing 
him apart since his parent’s divorce. But now Brian has no time for anger, self pity, or despair—it will take all 
his know-how and determination, and more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive. 

Hiroshima Hersey, John 1190 

On August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atom bomb ever dropped on a city. This book, John 
Hersey's journalistic masterpiece, tells what happened on that day. Told through the memories of survivors, 
this timeless, powerful and compassionate document has become a classic "that stirs the conscience of 
humanity" 

Hound of the Baskervilles, 
The 

Doyle, Sir 
Arthur Conan 

1090 

The Hound of the Baskervilles is the third of the four crime novels written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle featuring 
the detective Sherlock Holmes. Originally serialised in The Strand Magazine from August 1901 to April 1902, it 
is set largely on Dartmoor in Devon in England's West Country and tells the story of an attempted murder 
inspired by the legend of a fearsome, diabolical hound of supernatural origin. Sherlock Holmes and his 
companion Dr. Watson investigate the case. This was the first appearance of Holmes since his intended death 
in "The Final Problem", and the success of The Hound of the Baskervilles led to the character's eventual revival. 

Incredible Victory Lord, Walter 950 

On the morning of June 4, 1942, doom sailed on Midway. Hoping to put itself within striking distance of Hawaii 
and California, the Japanese navy planned an ambush that would obliterate the remnants of the American 
Pacific fleet. On paper, the Americans had no chance of winning. They had fewer ships, slower fighters, and 
almost no battle experience. But because their codebreakers knew what was coming, the American navy was 
able to prepare an ambush of its own.  Over two days of savage battle, American sailors and pilots broke the 
spine of the Japanese war machine. The United States prevailed against momentous odds; never again did 
Japan advance. In stunning detail, Walter Lord tells the story of one of the greatest upsets in naval  history. 
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Jane Eyre 
Bronte, 
Charlotte 

530 

Having grown up an orphan in the home of her cruel aunt and at a harsh charity school, Jane Eyre becomes an 
independent and spirited survivor-qualities that serve her well as governess at Thornfield Hall. But when she 
finds love with her sardonic employer, Rochester, the discovery of his terrible secret forces her to make a 
choice. Should she stay with him whatever the consequences or follow her convictions, even if it means leaving 
her beloved? 

Joel:  A Boy of Galilee 
Johnson, Anne 
Fellows 

  

Joel is a book written about a young crippled boy living in the time of Jesus Ministry. Joel a Levite is full of hate 
for the boy who made him a cripple and shattered his dreams of becoming a priest. A kind carpenter and his 
family bring back some hope to Joel's life, but he is still bitter. One day, Joel meets Jesus, a man who can heal 
him . . but it comes with a choice. Will Joel choose what is right? 

Journey to the Center of 
the Earth 

Verne, Jules 1040 

The story involves German professor Otto Lidenbrock who believes there are volcanic tubes going toward the 
centre of the Earth. He, his nephew Axel, and their guide Hans descend into the Icelandic volcano 
Snæfellsjökull, encountering many adventures, including prehistoric animals and natural hazards, before 
eventually coming to the surface again in southern Italy, at the Stromboli volcano. 

Kidnapped 
Stevenson, 
Robert Louis. 

990 

The young orphan David Balfour is sent to live with his Uncle Ebenezer. When he discovers that he may be the 
rightful heir to his uncle’s estate, he finds himself kidnapped and cast away on a desert isle. A historical 
adventure novel originally intended for a young-adult audience, “Kidnapped” deals with true historical events 
relating to the Jacobite Rising, and has won the admiration of an adult audience. 

Killing Mr. Griffin Duncan, Lois 720 

Mr. Griffin is the strictest teacher at Del Norte High, with a penchant for endless projects and humiliating his 
students. Even straight-A student Susan can't believe how mean he is to the charismatic Mark Kinney. So when 
her crush asks Susan to help a group of students teach a lesson of their own, she goes along. After all, it's a 
harmless prank, right? But things don't go according to plan. When one "accident" leads to another, people 
begin to die. Susan and her friends must face the awful truth: one of them is a killer.  

King Arthur and His Knights 
of the Round Table 

Green, Roger 
Lancelyn 

1130 
King Arthur is one of the greatest legends of all time. From the magical moment when Arthur releases the 
sword in the stone to the quest for the Holy Grail and the final tragedy of the Last Battle, Roger Lancelyn Green 
brings the enchanting world of King Arthur stunningly to life.  

Lantern Bearers, The 
Sutcliff, 
Rosemary 

1210 

The last of the Roman army have set sail and left Britain forever, abandoning it to civil war and the threat of a 
Saxon invasion. Aquila, a young Legionnaire, deserted his regiment to stay behind with his family, but his home 
and all that he loves are destroyed. Years of hardship and fighting follow, and in the end, there is only one thing 
left in Aquila's life―his thirst for revenge  

Lantern in Her Hand, A 
Aldrich, Bess 
Streeter 

1020 
In A Lantern in Her Hand, Abbie accompanies her family to the soon-to-be state of Nebraska. There, in 1865, 
she marries and settles into a sod house of her own. The novel describes Abbie's years of child-raising, of 
making a frontier home able to withstand every adversity.  

Light in the Forest, The 
Richter, 
Conrad 

870 

When John Cameron Butler was a child, he was captured in a raid on the Pennsylvania frontier and adopted by 
the great warrior Cuyloga. Renamed True Son, he came to think of himself as fully Indian. But eleven years later 
his tribe, the Lenni Lenape, has signed a treaty with the white men and agreed to return their captives, 
including fifteen-year-old True Son. Now he must go back to the family he has forgotten, whose language is no 
longer his, and whose ways of dress and behavior are as strange to him as the ways of the forest are to them 

Little Women 
Alcott, Louisa 
May 

1300 
The story of four sisters whose friendship helps them through difficult and happy times as they grow into 
young women. 

Long Walk: The True Story 
of a Trek to Freedom 

Rawicz, 
Slavomir 

690 
The harrowing true tale of seven escaped Soviet prisoners who desperately marched out of Siberia through 
China, the Gobi Desert, Tibet, and over the Himalayas to British India. 
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Day of Infamy Lord, Walter 1030 

Sunday, December 7, 1941, was, as President Roosevelt said, "a date which will live in infamy." Day of Infamy is 
a fascinating account of that unforgettable day's events. In brilliant detail Walter Lord traces the human drama 
of the great attack: the spies behind it; the Japanese pilots; the crews on the stricken warships; the men at the 
airfields and the bases; the Japanese pilot who captured an island single-handedly when he could not get back 
to his carrier; the generals, the sailors, the housewives, and the children who responded to the attack with 
anger, numbness, and magnificent courage 

Lyddie 
Paterson, 
Katherine 

860 

When Lyddie and her younger brother are hired out as servants to help pay off their family farm's debts, Lyddie 
is determined to find a way to reunite her family once again. Hearing about all the money a girl can make 
working in the textile mills in Lowell, Massachusetts, she makes her way there, only to find that her dreams of 
returning home may never come true. 

Mark of Zorro, The 
McCulley, 
Johnston 

820 

It is California in the early 1800s. A corrupt governor and his army abuse the helpless and cheat the poor. The 
hard-drinking Sergeant Gonzales will stop at nothing to earn a reward. And the evil Captain Ramón will stop at 
nothing to get revenge. Meanwhile, the beautiful Señorita Lolita Pulido must choose between the man she 
loves and a man who can restore her family's reputation.  Out of the dark night comes the bold Señor Zorro. 
This mysterious, masked rider uses his sword and his whip to stand up to the forces of evil that stalk the 
countryside. 

Mr. Midshipman 
Hornblowers 

Forester, C.S.   

The year is 1793, the eve of the Napoleonic Wars, and Horatio Hornblower, a seventeen-year-old boy 
unschooled in seafaring and the ways of seamen, is ordered to board a French merchant ship and take 
command of crew and cargo for the glory of England. Though not an unqualified success, this first naval 
adventure teaches the young midshipman enough to launch him on a series of increasingly glorious exploits. 
This novel-in which young Horatio gets his sea legs, proves his mettle, and shows the makings of the legend he 
will become-is the first of the eleven swashbuckling Hornblower tales that are today regarded as classic  

Murder on the Orient 
Express 

Christie, 
Agatha 

640 
Hercule Poirot finds himself once again in the midst of murder when a decidedly unpleasant man is stabbed 
while riding on the "Orient Express." Poirot must use all of his skills to piece together the answer to the murder 
of a man whom everyone on the train. 

Old Man and the Sea, The 
Hemingway, 
Ernest 

940 
Told in language of great simplicity and power, it is the story of an old Cuban fisherman, down on his luck, and 
his supreme ordeal -- a relentless, agonizing battle with a giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream.  

Once and Future King, The White, T.H.  1080 
T.H. White's masterful retelling of the saga of King Arthur is a fantasy classic as legendary as Excalibur and 
Camelot, and a poignant story of adventure, romance, and magic that has enchanted readers for generations. 

Pollyanna 
Porter, 
Eleanor H.  

890 

Chatty, idealistic Pollyanna can always find something to be glad about. Even when the newly orphaned girl has 
to live with her cold, unloving Aunt Polly, she remains full of hope and joy. But then a horrible accident leaves 
her crippled—and it may finally be too much for Pollyanna to bear. Will all the people whose lives she's 
brightened be able to make her happy again? 

Prince and the Pauper, The Twain, Mark 1160 
The Prince and the Pauper is a novel written by American author Mark Twain. The story centers around two 
young boys who look identical in appearance, but one is a pauper and the other is Prince Edward, the son of 
King Henry VIII. 

Raft, The 
Trumbull, 
Robert 

  
True story about the courage of three naval Airmen set adrift in the ocean with no food. The book ends with 
pictures of these men and a copy from the New York Times telling of their bravery. 

Scarlet Pimpernel, The 
Orczy, 
Baroness 

1140 
The rulers of the French Revolution are unable to discern the identity of the Scarlet Pimpernel, a man whose 
exploits are an embarrassment to the new regime. Is he an exiled French nobleman or an English lord? The only 
thing for certain is his calling card--the blood-red flower known as the Scarlet Pimpernel... 
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Summer of My German 
Soldier 

Greene, Bette 800 

When 12-year-old Patty Bergen, a Jewish girl living in a small town in Arkansas, thinks of her upcoming summer 
vacation, she only envisions clear blue skies and sunshine for miles around, even though her family life is dark 
and dreary. Her father doesn't seem to care for her, and her mother has grown into a bitter and angry woman. 
In short, Patty wishes that something in her life would change. When she hears that a local prison compound 
for POWs is going to be built in the small town where she lives, she's grateful that she can think about 
something else, even if it is a troubling thing to think about. 

Tales from Shakespeare 
Lamb, Charles 
and Mary 

1390 

The Tales from Shakespeare by Charles and Mary Lamb were written to be an 'introduction to the study of 
Shakespeare', but are much more entertaining than that. All of Shakespeare's best-loved tales, comic and 
tragic, are retold in a clear and robust style, and their literary quality has made them popular and sought-after 
ever since their first publication in 1807.  

The Arabian Nights: Their 
Best-Known Tales 

Wiggin, Kate 
Douglas and 
Nora A. Smith, 
eds.  

900 

The collection of stories known as the Arabian Nights is also often called One Thousand and One Nights. This 
group of folk stories was originally compiled in Arabic. This collection includes Aladdin and the Magic Lamp, the 
Story of Sinbad the Voyager, Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves and other lesser-known but still wonderful tales for 
children and adults alike. 

The Trumpeter of Krakow Kelly, Eric P. 1200 Joseph and his family must protect a secret treasure. 

Watership Down  
Adams, 
Richard 

880 

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of adventure, courage, and survival 
follows a band of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain destruction of 
their home. Led by a stouthearted pair of brothers, they journey forth from their native Sandleford Warren 
through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a mysterious promised land and a more 
perfect society. 

Wave, The Rhue, Morton 770 

The powerful forces of group pressure that pervaded many historic movements such as Nazism are recreated 
in the classroom when history teacher Burt Ross introduces a "new" system to his students. And before long 
"The Wave, " with its rules of "strength through discipline, community, and action, " sweeps from the 
classroom through the entire school. And as most of the students join the movement, Laurie Saunders and 
David Collins recognize the frightening momentum of "The Wave" and realize they must stop it before it's too 
late. 

Wizard of Oz, The Baum, Frank L. 1000 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz chronicles the adventures of a young farm girl named Dorothy in the magical Land 
of Oz, after she and her pet dog Toto are swept away from their Kansas home by a cyclone.  

Year of Impossible 
Goodbyes 

Choi, Sook 
Nyul 

840 

It is 1945, and courageous ten-year-old Sookan and her family must endure the cruelties of the Japanese 
military occupying Korea.  Police captain Narita does his best to destroy everything of value to the family, but 
he cannot break their spirit.  Sookan's father is with the resistance movement in Manchuria and her older 
brothers have been sent away to labor camps.  Her mother is forced to supervise a sock factory and Sookan 
herself must wear a uniform and attend a Japanese school. 
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