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CARAVAN 2019
By Owen Peterson

In July a group of 28 youth
and 6 adult advisors traveled
to the Navajo Nation in
Arizona and worked with
Sierra Service Project to
help the Navajo people
with projects that included
building a shed, building a
deck, cleaning a dry creek
bed, and painting.
We flew into Dallas
on a Saturday morning to
catch our transfer flight to
Albuquerque, and stayed
the first night at the First
Presbyterian Church. On
Sunday we drove to Diné
College where we would stay
for the next six nights.
On Monday and
Tuesday the work groups
went to separate worksites
from 9 AM–3 PM. During
the times we worked, we
also would get to know

the families that we were
helping and see a little part
of their lifestyle and living
conditions. Every day Sierra
Service Project would have
an hour or so to lead us in
singing, worship and talking
about certain scripture
segments the leaders would
read us.

On Wednesday we
went to the Water Users
Association, and were
separated into three groups.
One group went to some
farmland and worked on
setting up the irrigation. A
second group went to some
farmland and repaired some
Continued on next page...

Continued from cover...

fencing to keep livestock out
of the crops. The third group
helped to clean out an illegal
trash dumping site.
We were told that the
cement needed for the
foundations for the decks
and sheds would come on
Wednesday, so we prepared
to get back to work on
Thursday. Unfortunately
the shipment was delayed
until Friday, so some groups
returned to the Water Users,
and others helped out with
the painting. On Thursday
night, we went to Dishé
canyon to visit some stations
for reflecting and growing in
our faith. On Friday we only
had time to move the cement
to the worksites and then
return to Diné College. We
packed up in order to leave
early Saturday to visit Ghost
Ranch where we had our fun
day playing in the pool and
had prayer night.
View highlights and
reflections from our
CARAVAN 2019 trip:
svpc.us/caravan

The View From Here
by Rev. Hardy H. Kim

Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding party is
prepared, but those who were invited weren’t worthy.
Therefore, go to the roads on the edge of town and invite
everyone you find to the wedding party.’
Then those servants went to the roads and gathered
everyone they found, both evil and good. The wedding
party was full of guests.
				
—Matthew 22:8-10
Dear Sunnyvale
Presbyterian Church,
Jesus shared many stories
about what a world reshaped
by God’s love would look
like, using images from
everyday life. Of those many
images, one of my favorites
is the example of a great
banquet. According to Jesus,

new life in God’s community
will feel like being gathered
together with all of God’s
people around a wonderfully
prepared table. And at that
table will be people from all
different places and backgrounds—many of whom
we probably won’t have
been expecting.

As people of faith, we
look forward to the day
when the heavenly feast will
be a reality and not a far-off
hope. However, I think that
we don’t have to simply wait
and hunger for that meal. I
believe we are called by God
to experience foretastes of the
feast that is to come. We’re
called to gather together to
share the blessings of God’s
creation, and to know God’s
love through our fellowship
with one another.
So, I hope to see you at
our community meals during

the month of August. These
August community dinners
are extra special because they
are potlucks—a chance for
all of us to share our special
dishes with one another, and
to be fed by the love and care
of our whole SVPC family.
Get your favorite
potluck dishes—and your
appetites—ready! I can’t wait
to see you there!
With hope,

Summer Community Potluck
Dinners—Bring a Dish to Share
Sundays, August 4–18
Our summer community dinners continue in August
after our 5 PM worship service, with good old-fashioned
potlucks. Arrive a few minutes before the worship service
with a dish to share and there will be signs indicating
where to store your hot or cold dish during the church
service, or come at 6 PM with your dish. We’ll provide the
plates, utensils and drinks!

A Very Special
Day of
Celebration for
Ginna Traina
Sunday, August 25
Everyone is invited to any of
the events listed below for
an opportunity to celebrate
Ginna Traina, Church
Administrator, as she retires
after 19 years of faithful,
joyful service.
• Coffee & Bagels, 9 AM
• Finger Foods, 11 AM
• Community Dinner,
6 PM
“Don’t cry because it’s over;
smile because it happened.”

August Calendar

A quick look at what’s happening at SVPC this month...

August
4

Food drive for those in our community served by Sunnyvale Community Services
Café Justo coffee available for purchase ( www.justcoffee.org)
Sunday Morning Bible Study, 8:55–9:45 AM, Room 304
Hymn Sing, 9:50 AM, Sanctuary
All-Ages Worship
Community Potluck Dinner—bring a dish to share, 6 PM, Trinity Court
8
Spice Dinner, 6 PM, El Caminito
11
Hymn Sing, 9:50 AM, Sanctuary
All-Ages Worship
Community Potluck Dinner—bring a dish to share, 6 PM, Trinity Court
12
Deadline for September newsletter articles
18
Hymn Sing, 9:50 AM, sanctuary
All-Ages Worship
Safe Church Training
Community Potluck Dinner—bring a dish to share,
6 PM, Trinity Court
Where is that room?
25
Hymn Sing, 9:50 AM, Sanctuary
All-Ages Worship
Coleman Room
Farewell to Ginna Traina, Coffee & Bagels, 9 AM
(Bldg 700)
Farewell to Ginna Traina, Finger Foods, 11 AM
Fellowship Hall
Farewell to Ginna Traina, Community Dinner, 6 PM
(Bldg 300)
26
BLAST/iBLAST Teacher/Shepherd Training, 6:30 PM
Fireside Room
27
Stars/iStars Teacher Training, 7 PM
(Bldg 200)
Gym, Phoenix Center
Looking Ahead
(Bldg 700)
Sanctuary (Bldg 100)
Labor Day Weekend—All-Church Camp
Soulé Hall (Room 501,
September 26—LOGOS begins
Bldg 500)
October 13—Community Picnic, Las Palmas Park,
Youth Room, Phoenix
Sunnyvale
Center (Bldg 700)

Youth
Join us every Sunday in the front right pews at any of the worship services.
Summer Calendars are in kiosks on campus, on the church website, and in the weekly
e-newsletters. Here are some highlights for August:
FLASH (middle school)
6
16
28

Froyo @ Pinkberry & Bible talk, 3–5 PM, El Camino Real & Sunnyvale-Saratoga
End of Summer FLASH BASH: ice cream, movie and s’mores, 7–10 PM, Youth Room
FLASH on Wednesday begins, 6–7:45 PM; Start with dinner in Fellowship Hall; pick
up your student at the Phoenix Center
8/30–9/2 All-Church Camp, Redwood Glen
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5
CLUE @ Bubble Tea, 3 PM, 19959 Stevens Creek Blvd.
8
CLUE Beach Day, noon, fun in the sun near Santa Cruz
12
CLUE @ Starbucks, 3 PM, Mary & Fremont
14
TMNT Information & Sundaes, 7:30 PM
28
CLUE on Wednesday begins, 7–9 PM, Youth Room
8/30–9/2 All-Church Camp, Redwood Glen
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The best way to know about youth activities and to register for events is to sign up for the
weekly electronic youth newsletter. Look for “Join Email Lists” on the bottom of any SVPC
web page.

Newsletter
Deadline

E-mail—info@svpc.us
Facebook—facebook.com/SunnyvalePres

The newsletter deadline is Monday, August 12 for the September edition. Articles may be up
to 120 words in length. Send your article to newsletter@svpc.us, and, if possible, include a
photo with your article.

Rooted in Christ...

Sunnyvale Presbyterian offers everyone an opportunity to connect with the church community.

DINE with NINE

Get to know someone NEW over a delicious dinner and find
out how to get plugged into the SVPC community. Whether
you’re looking for a small group or ways to make a difference
in the wider community, this is a great way to connect.
Who		 Everyone from newcomers to long-time members
Where		 Dinners hosted in the homes of SVPC folks
(we will try to match up people geographically)
What		 Hosts provide main dish; guests bring a side
When		 Choose an evening that works for you during the
weeks of September 8 or 15
Sign up

bit.ly/DineWithNine2019
or in Trinity Court (August 4–25)

In My Thoughts and On My Shelf
Karin Hejmanowski
Hardy and I were recently pleased to attend a lunch for HIP
Housing that is addressing the housing crisis in San Mateo County
in creative ways. The speaker at the event was Jose Antonio
Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist who is an undocumented resident in our country. His talk was inspiring, informative, and challenging. I bought his book and finished it quickly.
His memoir-esque reflections are accompanied by questions and
facts and windows into our nation’s history as well as a view of
our present reality that I
found insightful and helpful. Financial Update
We know that migration
is current topic both in
Through June 30
Actual		
our nation and around the
Income
$474K
world. If you want to read
Expenses
$422K
his book and learn from his
experiences and perspective,
Surplus/(Deficit)
$ 52K
I commend it to you. His
book, Dear America, Notes
June pledge income was ahead of our budgeted amount by
of an Undocumented Citizen,
$12K, while the general offering was $8K ahead of budget.
can be found in our church
We look forward to seeing this generosity continued through
library or wherever you buy
the summer, which will put us in a very good position for
or borrow books.
the initiatives we will launch in the fall. Expenses are lower
than budget due to tuition payments coming in for VBS and
CARAVAN; as expenses for these programs come in, the
surplus could be reduced. We continue to be grateful for the
congregation’s generosity!

Reaching Out In Love.

Christ commands us to love one another as He loves us. Here’s how.

Parents, ready for a night of freedom?

Spice Dinner
Thursday, August 8, 6 PM,
El Caminito, 510 E. El
Camino Real, Sunnyvale
SVPC’s 50s+
Singles Group,
Spice, will enjoy
a no-host dinner
on August 8.
Join us for a wonderful
meal with the group—men
and women are invited.
This is a great way to make
new friends and have an
evening out. Contact Kathy
Ebhardt at 408-249-7842 or
kathy.ebhardt@gmail.com
for more information.

Parent’s Night Out (PNO) is a Christian cooperative
child care program at Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church.
PNO is administered and staffed by participating couples,
and overseen by the Director of Children’s Ministry. The
program runs on a 16-week trimester basis. Families are
expected to commit to the entire trimester. PNO currently
meets Saturday from 5:30–8:30 PM.
During the three-hour program, the children enjoy
age-appropriate activities, a snack, and a movie. Four adults
provide supervision each week. Adults work on a rotating,
regularly scheduled roster. When it is not your turn to
supervise children, you are free to go out and enjoy a little
FREEDOM! Families of all types and sizes are welcome.
Children at least 6 months old are welcome to participate.
Currently we have room on our waiting list. When a spot
opens up, you will be contacted to see if you want to take it.
If you would like more information about PNO or would
like to be added to our waiting list please contact Michelle
Schmidt at dancingschmidt@gmail.com.

Interested in connecting...
with other young adults at SVPC? For news
and events, contact Sarah Hawthorne at
YoungAdultsSVPC@gmail.com.

Connecting Community: Church Picnic 2019
Sunday, October 13, 2019, 11:30 AM –2 PM, Las Palmas Park, Sunnyvale
Jennifer Britton, 2019 Director
Our experiment with a fall picnic and in conjunction with
the Music School and PELC was a win! Returning to Las
Palmas Park, this year’s picnic will return to our BBQ
tradition and a swarm of volunteers led by our superb chef
Lisa McManis will be providing pulled pork sandwiches, a
vegetarian option, hot dogs, fruit salad, coleslaw and potato
salad. Deserts will once again come from you, so bring
a favorite.
Plates will be provided, however we want to return to
asking you to BYOU—bring your own eating utensils. We
would like to keep being as green as we can manage for our
large group events; thank you in advance!
A suggested donation of $5 per individual and $10 for
families will help offset the cost of the picnic. To be able to
meet the demand for food we are requesting that you sign up
in advance (see below). We will also be taking reservations in
Trinity Court several Sundays in September.
Join us for a corn-hole tournament, bounce houses,
Frisbee, face painting, volleyball, cotton candy, snow cones,
and a new event this year—sack races! The success of the
picnic is only possible with help from volunteers in our
church family—from setting up to coordinating games,
making snow cones to staffing bounce houses, face painting
to tearing down—we need your help! Follow the volunteer
link below or go to the SignUp Genius on the church website
and click on “Day of Picnic Volunteers.”
Picnic RSVP: bit.ly/SVPCpicnicRSVP
Picnic volunteers: bit.ly/SVPCpicnicvolunteers

Cure SMA
Pat Wolff

SVPC Church
App for your
Mobile Device
Stay connected with the
church community through
the SVPC app. Find
upcoming church events and
add them to your calendar,
look up Bible passages,
and make donations. The
app is a convenient way to
donate (in addition to cash,
check, bank account, credit,
debit or text). To get the
SVPC app on your mobile
device search for SVPC or
Sunnyvale Presbyterian on
the Apple App or Google
Play stores, or use this
link from your phone:
http://sunnyvale.app.link.

I am again heading up the Northern California Walk-nRoll for Cure SMA (Spinal Muscular Atrophy). Thanks to
all of you who have previously sponsored Team Madison
in honor of our granddaughter. This year’s walk will be on
August 24. At the annual conference in June I saw how
two newly approved drugs are making a difference in the
lives of children, teenagers and adults living with Spinal
Muscular Atrophy.
If you would like to support our team financially or
attend the walk, please contact me at wolffsv@me.com or
1-650-282-5520. You can also go directly to our web site at
Cure SMA: http://tiny.cc/madison.
I appreciate your support!

Worship Focus
Catch some calm in the middle of your week with the
weekly Worship Focus email. This email includes a greeting
from the preaching pastor, the sermon scripture and some
questions for reflection. Begin to prepare your heart and
mind for Sunday’s worship. Opt-in by sending an email to
info@svpc.us with your request.

Grateful For Response

Go Green!

The Focus on Mission
offered on May 12 by two
of the current mentees
from our partnership with
Amigos de Guadalupe, www.amigoscenter.com, inspired a
dozen members of the congregation to volunteer to serve as
mentors for first generation college students. The Mission
& Service Ministry team is so grateful for this enthusiastic
response. Five of our veteran mentors are continuing in the
role, so seventeen students will have a mentor this fall.
Amigos de Guadalupe was born out of a vision to break
the cycle of poverty in the Mayfair neighborhood in East
San Jose. Supporting first generation college students with
scholarships is a major focus of Amigos. Assisting those
students as they maneuver the challenges of the college experience is one of the many ways our congregation reaches out
in love.
If you would like to know more about this partnership,
contact Elsa Amboy at amboyelsa@gmail.com or Judi
Pogue at judipogue@comcast.net.

Consider joining the
hundreds of individuals and
families that receive their
newsletter electronically. The
online edition arrives sooner,
contains the same articles
plus vivid full-color photos,
and live links, and can be
easily shared with family
and friends, all while helping
reduce our carbon footprint!
Opt-in by sending an e-mail
to newsletter@svpc.us with
your request.

In Our Thoughts and Prayers...
For Recovery: Gene Gilman; Max Mikles; George Royer;
Sue Slavik
Continued Prayers: Mildred Prasad
For Cancer Treatment: Leslie Gross; Olivia Lin; Michael
Yocum
In Hospice: Canuto Ramirez; David Robinson
For the loss of loved ones: Jackie Hughes’ husband (Al
Hughes); Clark Meadows’ father (Linden Thomas
Meadows, Jr.); the family and friends of Bea Finneran
and Ruel Lefler

In Celebration...
We celebrate the birth of
Emma Elizabeth Bui to
Jennifer Codding-Bui and
Holt Bui.

728 West Fremont Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Thanks for saving paper and postage by reading this online!

Sunnyvale Presbyterian Women
You are invited to consider visiting a Presbyterian Women’s Circle (small group)
this September as we embark on our new study Love Carved in Stone by Eugenia
Ann Gamble. Circles are small groups of women who meet
monthly to nurture their faith through fellowship, mission,
and prayer. Three circles will focus on Bible study and one
circle will study the mission work, history and culture of
Central America. Two circles meet in the evenings at church,
one meets in the afternoon in women’s homes, and another
meets after church once a month on Sundays.
Contact Marian Devine at 408-306-9389 or
smplydivin@aol.com or Lucy Janjigian at 201-294-0939 or
edlujig@mac.com for more information. You are welcome to
visit as many Circles as fit your schedule. On August 18 and
September 8 and 15 we will have a table in Trinity Court
with information.

