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DuPage County Health Department

The DuPage County Health Department (DCHD) was established through a referendum vote in November 1944 and 
began operations in March 1945. The Health Department is certified as a local health department by the Illinois 
Department of Public Health.



COVID-19

DCHD Response Impacts 



COVID-19

DCHD Response Impacts 

• 138,072 COVID-19 case investigations completed by DCHD staff

• 23,408 inquiries from DuPage County businesses answered by DCHD COVID Business Team

• 27,138 inquiries from schools answered by DCHD Education Team

• 127,089 phone calls answered by DCHD Call Center staff

• 280 media inquiries answered by DCHD

• 1,098,379 pieces of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) distributed by DCHD

• 106,159 COVID-19 tests collected at DCHD Test Sites

• 40,488 rapid antigen COVID-19 tests distributed by DCHD

• 114,746 COVID-19 vaccine doses administered by DCHD staff

• 180 events where DCHD CareVan mobile clinic provided vaccines 



COVID-19

1. Where are we?
2. Where are we going?
3. What have we learned? 
4. What can we do?



Source: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data

COVID-19

7-day rolling average of new cases in DuPage County is 102 cases reported per day (3/3/22)

http://www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data


Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

COVID-19

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043


Source: https://www.dupagehealth.org/COVID19data

COVID-19 – Disparities in DuPage County

https://www.dupagehealth.org/COVID19data


Source: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data

COVID-19

Hospitalizations

http://www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data


COVID-19

DuPage County Hospitalizations and ICU Status
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COVID Patients in ICU status and in non-ICU status 

COVID+ ICU 18 & Up COVID+ Non-ICU 18 & Up COVID+ ICU 17 & Under COVID+ Non-ICU 17 & Under

Source: EMResource (6 hospitals in DuPage)

COVID Pt's in non-ICU status
Definition: Number of confirmed COVID patients in non-ICU 
status in the hospital. This consists of all patients not 
designated as ICU status.

COVID Pts in ICU Status
Definition: Total number of confirmed COVID-
19 patients designated as ICU status 
regardless of location in the hospitals. This 
will include COVID pts that are ICU status 
holding in other areas such as PACU, ED, and 
surge ICU areas.



Source: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data

COVID-19

1,786 lives lost before their time in DuPage County

http://www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data


Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid19/excess_deaths.htm

COVID-19

Excess Deaths Associated with COVID-19

Excess Deaths Associated with COVID-19

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2022/03/covid-us-death-rate/626972/

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid19/excess_deaths.htm
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2022/03/covid-us-death-rate/626972/


Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#rates-by-vaccine-status

COVID-19

Cases

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#rates-by-vaccine-status


COVID-19
Rates of laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 hospitalizations by vaccination status

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalizations-vaccination

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalizations-vaccination


COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html


COVID-19 Vaccination

77% of total DuPage County population is fully vaccinated!

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


COVID-19 Vaccination

54% of fully vaccinated have received a booster dose

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


COVID-19 Vaccination

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-vaccinations-tracker.html

Why we still have work to do on 
vaccinations…

• US currently ranks 63rd in the world for 
percent of population fully vaccinated

• US currently ranks 56th in the world for 
percent of fully vaccinated with a 
booster dose

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-vaccinations-tracker.html


COVID-19

Where are we going?



COVID-19 

Core public health activities to address COVID-19

• Epidemiology – how and where is COVID-19 spreading and what are the 

impacts?

• Disease control – prevent and reduce transmission of COVID-19

• Vaccination – increase the number people who are up-to-date on their vaccines

• Testing - assure availability of testing to everyone

• Individual-level prevention (vaccination, masks, ventilation, testing, etc.)

• Public Health Emergency Response – coordinating with health & medical 

agencies and distributing PPE, at-home tests, etc.

• Community Education – up to date, accurate information to reduce 

transmission of COVID-19



Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

COVID-19

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043


Implications for Using COVID-19 Community Levels to 
Inform Public Health Recommendations

▪ COVID-19 community levels can inform recommendations for community-
level preventive strategies and individual preventive behaviors

▪ At higher COVID-19 community levels recommendation would include:

– Masking 

– Testing Strategies (e.g., screening testing)

– High-risk individuals and their household or social contacts (e.g., masking, 
testing, and access to treatments)

– Setting-specific recommendations (e.g., K-12 schools, healthcare)

– High-risk congregate settings (e.g., masking and screening testing)



Key Considerations

▪ Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy to prevent severe 
disease and deaths from COVID-19.

▪ People who are up to date on vaccines have much lower risk of severe illness and 
death from COVID-19 compared with unvaccinated people. 

▪ When making decisions about individual preventive behaviors and community 
prevention strategies in addition to vaccination, people and health officials should 
consider the COVID-19 community level. 

▪ Health departments should consider health equity, and make use of other 
surveillance information (wastewater, ED surveillance, etc.), if available, to inform 
local decisions.

▪ Layered prevention strategies — like staying up to date on vaccines and wearing 
masks — can help prevent severe disease and reduce strain on the healthcare 
system.



Request an onsite clinic with DCHD
https://www.dupagehealth.org/692/COVID-19-Vaccine-
Organizations

https://www.dupagehealth.org/692/COVID-19-Vaccine-Organizations


COVID-19

Respiratory Protection



COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Test Site Locations

https://www.dupagehealth.org/COVID19Testing

https://www.dupagehealth.org/601/COVID-19-Testing-in-DuPage-County


COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Treatments

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Treatments



COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Outpatient Therapies

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid-19-outpatient-therapy-locator.html

https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid-19-outpatient-therapy-locator.html


Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

COVID-19

Variants

Variants Are Expected
Viruses constantly change through mutation 
and sometimes these mutations result in a 
new variant of the virus. Some variants emerge 
and disappear while others persist. New 
variants will continue to emerge. CDC and 
other public health organizations monitor all 
variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 in 
the United States and globally.

Scientists monitor all variants but may classify 
certain ones as variants being 
monitored, variants of interest, variants of 
concern and variants of high 
consequence. Some variants spread more 
easily and quickly than other variants, which 
may lead to more cases of COVID-19. Even if a 
variant causes less severe disease in general, 
an increase in the overall number of cases 
could cause an increase in hospitalizations, put 
more strain on healthcare resources and 
potentially lead to more deaths.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-classifications.html#anchor_1632150752495
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-classifications.html#anchor_1632158885160
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-classifications.html#anchor_1632154493691
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-classifications.html#anchor_1632158924994


Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

COVID-19

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions


COVID-19

5.99M Deaths



COVID-19

Variants

What have we learned?



COVID-19

Importance of layered mitigation – there is no perfect and no silver bullet!



COVID-19

What have we learned?

COVID Prevention 

Lessons Learned
• Our behaviors impact others

• Prevention measures don’t 
work perfectly (vaccines, 
masks, physical distancing)

• Some of us don’t have the 
same ability to take 
prevention measures (remote 
work, ability to purchase 
masks or tests, paid sick time) 



COVID-19

What have we learned?

Lessons Learned
• Significant investments are needed to improve our data systems to help us answer 

questions about the impact of COVID and other diseases (How long do vaccines 
provide protection? Who’s at highest risk of testing positive? Where are cases being 
identified? 

• The evidence about what works or doesn’t will evolve over time especially during an 
emerging infectious disease event.

• Investments in ensuring continuity of services during emergencies provide flexibility.

• Organizations and community leaders must work together to respond. No one 
organization has the resources or capability to address all issues.



COVID-19

What can we do?



COVID-19

What can we do?

1. Support workers who need to isolate or quarantine in order to reduce 
transmission

2. Improve indoor air quality and ventilation to reduce the spread of disease 
and lower the risk of exposure

3. Promote and share credible sources of information about how to protect 
yourself and loved ones from impacts of COVID-19

4. Support public private partnerships in the community to ensure all of our 
residents have access to high quality healthcare services and prevention 
tools

5. Improve the health and well being of employees by addressing other threats 
to good health (mental health, substance use, chronic diseases)



COVID-19

What do you wish you would have done ahead of the last surge?

This may not be the end of COVID-19….what can I do now in case it’s not?

1. Get up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and boosters

2. Have high-quality masks that protect you and others against transmission

3. Have a plan for testing (have tests at home or work, know where to be tested)

4. Know about and know how to access COVID-19 treatments (talk with your healthcare 
provider if you test positive, share information with employees)



QUESTIONS?


