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Celebrating OBXMADE! 
Introduced in April of 2018, OBXMADE is meant for all who create, build or pro-
duce – from entrepreneurs to chefs to brew masters and everyone in between. Being 
recognized as an OBXMADE vendor allows consumers to easily recognize locally 
produced products. 

OBXMADE celebrates the spirit of our business community. OBXMADE is a vehicle for economic growth in the next 
generation of workforce, entrepreneurs and dreamers through outreach, recognition and branding of our unique and spe-
cial area. 

Whether the product is big or small, handmade or mass produced, OBXMADE rewards the ingenuity, passion, talent and 
time that goes into each one. The pride the Outer Banks region takes in its local roots is strong; take part in celebrating 
and continuing the tradition that is OBXMADE. 

Since its introduction we have welcome 10 businesses to the OBXMADE Brand.  

Carolina Casual: Located in Currituck County, Carolina Casual Furniture is a locally made, handcrafted line of outdoor 
furniture. “All of our furniture is handcrafted by a dedicated team of true craftsman; we hand cut each piece and shape it 
using old world methods. Each piece is assembled by hand using 316 marine grade stainless steel which is proven to be 
more resistant to corrosion. Our furniture design focuses on comfort, quality, and design ensuring that each product will 
last for years of enjoyment.” 

Coastal Impressions: Located in Nags Head in Dare County, Coastal 
Impressions provides Outer Banks businesses with quality printing and 
design services at affordable prices with a focus on customer relation-
ships. With 100% of their products assembled locally as well as 100% of 
their expertise being local, their products and services earn the 
OBXMADE brand. 

Classic Suds: Classis Suds is located in Manns Harbor in Dare County.  
This unique cottage business specializes in the design, production and 
sales of unique soap and bath products. All products are made with skin 
safe, natural ingredients, such as olive oil, coconut oil, almond oil, cocoa 
butter, glycerin, palm oil and are 100% assembled on the OBX. 

Earth Resources: As our very first OBXMADE branded product, Earth Resources produces local, recycled mulch made 
from debris and scraps from local building sites and more. This product is 100% locally made by local employees.  Availa-
ble is several colors at their location in Kitty Hawk in Dare County, Earth Resource’s Recycled Mulch is great demonstra-
tion of OBXMADE. 

 

Earth Resources OBXMADE 

Continued on page 5 
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Front Porch Café/Kill Devil Coffee: With three locations in Dare County including Kill Devil Hills, Nags Head and 
Manteo, Front Porch Café and kill Devil Coffee produces small batch, hand roasted coffee. The roasting process is done 
at the Nags Head location with 100% of the roasting and packaging taking place locally. 

Kelly’s OBX Catering: Kelly’s OBX Catering is a full-service local, premier 
caterer offering products that include locally caught seafood and their local 
specialty, Sweet Potato Biscuits. With a staff of local employees and a location 
in Kill Devil Hills in Dare County, Kelly’s OBX Catering produces, assembles 
and finishes their products all on the OBX. 

Mann Custom Boats: Mann Custom Boats manufactures high performance, 
high quality custom sportfish yachts that offer award winning, handcrafted 
interiors. With a local workforce of nearly 30 employees Mann Custom Boats 
are all designed locally by Paul Mann. Raw materials come from local provid-
ers as well as across NC; 100% of the end-product, beautiful custom yachts are handcrafted locally with precision and 
care. A staple in Manns Harbor in Dare County, Mann Custom Boats is a shining star for the OBXMADE brand. 

Muse Originals OBX: Located in Kitty Hawk in Dare County, Muse Originals OBX is a unique retail shop featuring all 
local art and hand-made gifts and custom apparel. 85% of their products are made and produced locally and the store is 
100% owned and operated by OBX local entrepreneurs. Muse Originals OBX is a great place for all things OBXMADE. 

OBX Popcorn Shoppe: With locations in Duck and Corolla, OBX Popcorn Shoppe manufactures popcorn for sale in 
their retail shops. Staffed with local employees, 100% of their product is assembled on the Outer Banks. They feature 
over 20 flavors of gourmet popcorn and have something for every occasion. 

Three Dog Ink, LLC: Located in Nags Head in Dare County, Three Dog 
Ink is a full-service design agency and publication company. They produce the 
Restaurant Guide, Wedding Guide, My Outer Banks Home and the Duck and 
Corolla Guides. All of these are produced using local talent and employees.  

HOW is OBXMADE recognition awarded?  

OBXMADE is the only trademarked, Outer Banks based recognition pro-
gram for locally crafted products. Acceptance in the OBXMADE program is 
made by application to, and acceptance by, the OBXMADE Advisory Board. 
The OBXMADE Advisory Board is an independent review board established 
with the sole purpose of reviewing OBXMADE application on a quarterly 
basis.  

Recognition is subject to annual renewal and is valid for a period of one year (12 months) from the official date the recog-
nition was awarded. The fee for using the OBXMADE brand is $50 per year for Outer Banks Chamber members and 
$150 for non-members. 

WHY does a business want to be OBXMADE?  

It has been shown that local businesses positively affect economies, nowhere is that truer than along the Outer Banks re-
gion.  Recognizing a company or product as OBXMADE allows consumers to easily recognize locally produced products.  

In addition, certified companies receive: 

Recognition as OBXMADE in the Chamber’s online business directory 
License to use the OBXMADE logo on products, marketing materials, etc. 

For more information regarding OBXMADE contact Karen Brown, President & CEO of the Outer Banks Chamber of 
Commerce at kbrown@outerbankschamber.com or call (252) 441-8144. 

Three Dog Ink OBXMADE 

Kelly’s Castering OBXMADE 
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June 29 - December 31, 2018 

Advocate Investor 

Tar Heel Motel/See Sea Motel 

Engage Investor 

Bold Point Design Studio 

Ocean Boulevard Bistro & Martini Bar 

Window Gang 

Connect Investor 

Alpha Advantage Inc. 

American Automotive, LLC 

Barnyard Foods 

Coastal Mattress 

Fresh Fit Café 

Shelly Williams Co. 

The Inn on Pamlico Sound 

The Professional Handyman 

Non-Profit Member 

Easter Seals UCP 

OBX Room in the Inn 

Outer Banks Forever 

Outer Banks Fraternal Order of  Eagles 

The Nature Conservancy 
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Community Housing Initiative Update 
 

The Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce formed the Community Housing Initiative Committee in the spring of 
2017 to look into the challenge of housing for our community; this includes not only seasonal workforce housing 
but year-round rentals and reasonably priced single-family homes. The committee includes stakeholders from 
around the OBX region and includes representatives from Outer Banks Restaurant Association, Outer Banks 
Homebuilders Association, Outer Banks Association of Realtors, local municipal and county governments as well as 
contractors, business owners and more. 

In the spring of 2018 the committee began reviewing zoning ordinances in each of the local municipalities as well as 
Dare County and Currituck County. The Chamber made a visit to each entity to introduce the Chamber’s initiative 
and set the stage for the Chamber to return with requests for zoning considerations to help ease the housing crisis. 
Following those initial meetings, the Chamber’s President & CEO, Board Chair and Incoming Board Chair met 
with the planning departments of each entity to understand where there may be opportunities for changing some 
zoning ordinances to allow for more multi-family units and Accessory Dwelling Units to help house our workforce. 
Following those meetings, the Chamber worked to develop areas each town or county could consider in their cur-
rent ordinances. 

To date we have met with all the local entities except for Currituck County which is planned for January 2019 to 
present our “findings” and recommendations. The Dare County Board of Commissioners acted quickly in directing 
their planning department and Planning Board to review the request and present their recommendations. This effort 
has resulted in Dare County adopting changes to some of the ordinances and definitions. It is hoped that these 
changes will result in some additional rental units for our workforce. This is just the first step. 

The Chamber is looking at other opportunities to bring a greater volume of housing options to our communities. As 
we continue to discuss and research these ideas and work with local organizations and governments we hope to 
have some news to share in the next 3-6 months. 
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