
Hatchery update 

Over the past 5 years, we have demonstrated that we can successfully grow wild caught salmon smolts 

from the river to the adult stage and produce viable eggs and juveniles.  We haven’t been able to 

convince DFO, local First Nations and some other groups that this is a way to maintain salmon stocks on 

the Miramichi while a recovery plan is developed and implemented.  There is still no government plan, 

despite 2 record years of poor adult returns in 2014 and 2019 and that the MSA has presented a 

recovery plan for government to adopt.  Research on our SAS adults continues in the designated study 

stream, NW Millstream, where fry and parr from SAS and wild parents are being monitored, but 

permission has not been granted to stock the NW Miramichi or LSW Miramichi River with adult salmon, 

with 2,500 adults ready for the water this year.  To dispose of these now surplus salmon, we considered 

selling them as food as an alternative, but we ran into permit issues that prevented this from going 

ahead. 

One interesting change in hatchery procedure is that we will not be relying on capturing wild adult 

salmon for broodstock in the future, as DFO has agreed that capturing wild smolts and growing them to 

the adult stage is a better option for broodstock than capturing adult salmon.  Permission was granted 

to collect smolts from the Dungarvon and SW Miramichi Rivers this past spring and they are now 

growing in our facility until they are adults to produce fry for stocking these rivers and we hope to 

expand the collection in the spring of 2021. 

 


