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ADVENT 2017

INTRODUCTION

As we read in the Gospel of John, Jesus was a gift from God, who “so loved
the world.” (John 3:16)

During the season of Advent, we deepen our own sense of love for the world.
Protecting creation and vulnerable people is an important way to love.

This Advent resource kit will help you to reflect on the call to preserve our
common home and to live out your call through concrete actions. For more
information about Catholic action on climate change and ecology, please visit
us at CatholicClimateMovement.Global

For an online version of our creation focused advent calendar, click here.
Thank you for all you do. Your prayers and actions matter.
CONTENTS

* Print Advent calendar

* Top 5 ways to green Christmas
#* Advent Novena

* Kids' coloring pages

4% GLOBAL CATHOLIC
9P CLIMATE MOVEMENT


http://catholicclimatemovement.global/
http://catholicclimatemovement.global/advent-calendar/

LT02Z INIAQY

o .

|V JO JoIARS U} Jo Buiwod sy} ul 8910(e] YB3 8y} Jeay 0} UOSEaS SIU} UOIBHAUI 1R}
pualxa s\ "yue3 ayl Jo A1 8y} Jeay 0} Sn SalAul SIouRl{ adod “sbulpeas aimdios
Ajrep a8yl uo paseq suonoajjal J1ayo am ‘sfep gz 1xau asay) Jo Asuinol am sy 1o

“YLAWN pue

asuaouueld ‘pjoy Jo syifb snoioaid ayy pue ‘wiem pue palosoid Ajiweq AjoH syl

Buidaay sjewiue ay) ‘Ays 1ybiu syl Buneuiwn|| sieis ayy suibewl ued ap\ "Snser Jo

"(11:96 Sd) Hnexe

$1S810} pPUB puUN0Sal Seas ‘ad10fal
yue3 ‘pelb aq suaaeay aup,,

10} 90| INOA J0 Sjuabe awodsq
Ajiny aJow am Aepy juoieald
ajoym auy} [eay 0} Buiwod Joy
snsap noA asieid pue yuey) s

"SBWISLYY SIUY} uoneal)
10 Yed A1ana 0} adoy Buibunig
‘anoj InoA Jo ageld Buljjemp

e 9q 61w am Jeyy Aeid pue
3Oy UOWLIOJ INO 10} SHUBLY
anb oM (g1:2 wes g) .'nok 1o}
asnoy e YsI|qelsa ||Im ay 1ey}
noA 0] S|eanal 0se @401 dUL,

I .M. )17, Nw n B.\ UMIQ 8U} 8AI398J 0} UOIUNWILOD OJUI BUILIOD PLIOM [BINJBU PUB UBLINY 3U} JO Sabew! i3310r34 S 131
’0 UNM Juapuajdsal si A10lS ANAIBN U] "UOESI) JO [[B SpNjoul 0} JUBAPY JO Aop au} ISYWLSIYHI A3 SYWLSI¥HD
feid 01 noA auAul am ‘uosess SIyL (/17 Sd) P407 Ul o) JIeM OUM [[e aJe passa|g, | G2 ve
‘uonesl) Jo
syIb 8y} yum Apsnl anl ued am ‘Repoy
1By} 0S Sew}suy) siyy sajfisay| 3/-0PMXII9/8q puim Jo 1snb pue uewny ‘pnoja ‘uonealtq Jo yib Jnok '$9U9s AyAlzeu Ul pageld waysjyiag ui

Ino Ayund sn djay “des 8a1) wouy
pa|IisIp yuAw pue saal} Pasap
W01} 8SUBdUIYUBLY ISNID S,yUe]
ulypm pafbioy piof :ypes au} jo
8JaMm U\ 8SIM 8y} Jo suIb sy

"NIN0A//:SANY :08pIA 8GNLNOA SIY}
uorem (€g:1 8xn7) . 'sbuiyy poob
yum Aibuny auy paj|i} sey,, oym
pJo7 8y Buistesd u Aepoy 1ed
-ijiubeyy ayy buikesd uy Arey uior

‘%904 A18Aa Ul pajeanal Bulaq
1SHY9 8ziuboal pue S8IPoQ UMO
N0 Ul 3suy9 a1wso) sy} jo Aol
8y} 8ousiiadxa sn 197 juoneal)
J0 uaanp ‘AIefy yum aolofal ap

Jouoy pue [eay ‘198301d 0] :SYSE}
10 Juabun 3sow ayy sn Buinlb Joy
noA yuey; am pue noA o} Buojaq
$S8U|INy S} pue Yyues sy Jey}
sn Bujyoeay Joj nok asield sy

A|InyaJea S[ewiue pue siels
Buipjuimg 0} SUIBaIM JUBAPY pue
$89.} SBW]SLY) WOl JUSApY
8)e10a[a9 0} Sn sd|ay uonealn
sfem Auew ay} uo 193138l sn 197

uloq sem ay uaym Aejs o} age|d
B pulj J0u pinoJ yuiq siy jo swi
8y} 1e oym ‘snsap Aqeq Jo jeyl
S|[egal,, skes sioueld adod yaiym
‘uoneiBiw ur asouyy Joy Aeid s

¢aw siyy 1e bubbnns aq
161w oym auoswios 0} Aol Jusa
-py 8WoS puaixa noA uey sy
J0 Buiwoa sy} Aol yum 8)eiqs|ad
am ‘Aepung sjepney uQ

AVA SINVY9IN
HL4V3 3HL 40 S1419 IVIIINIVI NOLLVLISIA JHL S.0407 IHL SI H1YVI IHL NOILYIYI HLIM INILIVM TYNOILYNY3LNI AVANNS 3Lvanv9
€¢ (44 I 0¢ 61 ] Ll
“uone]Sal0fep 1surebe Bunybiy ¢diysiaupred Buinb-aj
asou} Joy Aepoy Aeid “Aineaq oy | AllNINW B plIoMm [eanjeu 8y} yum ‘uoieal | Aepoy Jayem Buinib-ay) 1oy Jakesd ‘Repoy

¢snsar 1oy Aem Bupjew

a.Je noA moy 199|)8. 0} Aepo}

wayl [euosiad auo Jo 0 18] noA
UB) "SOAI| INO Ul YUIq SIS1UYY 10}
89eds Bupjew Jo awiy e S| JUsApY

‘pagueleq ajew![d Jno Buidaay 1oy
‘IIe 10} ‘SBAI| N0 U1 S83.} JO 8Iue}
-lodwi 8y} uo 199)481 9 " (E:1 Sd)
Jayem Buiuuni Jeau pajueld aal}

B 91| SI OUM 3U0 8y} SI passalg,,

diysuonelas Aw s| ypiq snsap

u Jauped Se plIom [einjeu ay}

0} PaY{00] poY (8:Gy SI) Joines

e yuoy Bullg ypea ayy pue ‘auQ
1SN U} UMOP UIRJ SPNOJI 8y} 197

"S19)SESIp [enjeu
£q pajoedwi saiuNWIWOI Joy
adoy Jo Jakeid e JayQ (LE:07

S|) .'sBuim sa|bea yym se Jeos

II'm @407 aup ur adoy yeuy Ay,

10 [[E 1 S|[amp ISULY IILISO)
oyl (1:g) AY) " SIElS anjam]
10 UMOJ B el Jay U0 pue
193} Jay JapuN OO AU} YIM
“UNS 8y Y)IM Pay1o]0 UBLWOM Y/,

B J3J0 "9|qeIS 8y} Ul JAYI0 pue
piy9 AjoH 8y} sasues|a Jajem

S} pUBe yuIq Snsar ul $agjofal
UHe3 au] (2:G¢ s) . usyem Jo
sbunds punosb Asayy ayy,,

aWes ay} op sn 187 'AS pue ‘eas
‘puey Jo sjewiue ay} AJapusy
sploy poY “(L1:0¥ SI) ,Squwe| au}
sJayieh ay swue siy Ui 0]}

SIy spasy ay pJaydauys e a7,

idn1vavng 410 Y31VM 40 SINIYAS
3vdS ININVI 341740 S3341 NMOQ NIVY Sano1d SINIM .S319V3 AQv1yno ‘ONNOYI ALSYIHL INJAQY 40 AVANNS ANZ
91 Gl 148 €l cl Ll 0l
‘poy Aq / LSeWXUuaaly ¢Jabuny Buissaippe ALieyo PRI “alewo buibuey
panojeq aJe UoNEald JO |[B pue Jabuens e -IN999/A1a//:dny :alay seapr | [edo| e 0} Buneuop Aq Aepoy auo InoA ur ssauanifiioy pue aoead 1IN0 0} aNp pue| 8y} 81BAINI 0}

Kay1 moy U0 103|181 pue sIe1s
U1 1e 00| WbIuoL (/¢ | Sd)
aweu Aq yoea s|ea ay ‘siels
8} JO Jaquinu 8au sj|8] pJo ay L,

10} Aepo) paap pury pajoadxaun
U 0Q ¢Jussald aq 0} 8A07 S,p0Y
1o} sueyd [euosiad Ino apise

18S am ybiw moy ‘Alepy 8y

alow 89S "syIb a|qeurelsns

%99S 10 ‘ad19aJ ueLeloban e Al
:sewysuy) Jnof uaalb,, o) Jeak
sy} abuBYD U0 8YBW 0] NWWOY)

-9WO0S paay) oA 1ybiw MOH ‘ano|
S,p0Y JO 89UBpUNQER BU} 8JeYS
0] Paj[e2 88 aM SN SpUIaI
Saysl} pue saAeo) Jo [adsoy ay |

alidsul sabewi asay) ybiw MOH
(9011 SI) (P BUL Yum umop 8l
Ileys pJedos)| ayy pue ‘quie| ayy
40136 e 8q |[eYS Jlom BYL,

9]qeuUN MOU 8SOU} PUB PLIOM B}
punoJe siawJey 1o) Aeid am Aep
-0 (#:2 SI) "syooy Buiunid ojui

sieads’ 118U} 1eaq |leys Aay],,

"UOINBAII JO (B YUM
Ha[e pue [nyyo1em aq o} ‘reak
SIU] JUBAPY 8AI| 0} JUBM NOA MOy
U0 198|181 0] 8wy a1 Aepoy

NOILdIINOJ FLVINIVINKI JINVANnaY WY1 311 S)OOH (EE:EL W)
SYVLS IH1 y3anod JH1 40 ALINWI10S IN3AQY ¥NOA NITY9 ‘§3HSI4 8 SIAVOT HLIM 470M 3HL ININNYd OLNI SYY3IdS |  .iL¥31V 39 iTNIHILYM 38,
6 8 L 9 S L4 € J19quiadaqg
AVAdNLVvS Avalgd AVASHNHL AVASINAIMN Avas3ant AVANOIN AVANNS
INIWIAOW 3LVWIT) 48%

lepuoije) JuaApy £10¢2

JITOHLY) V201 Ng5



http://bit.ly/GCCM-GreenXmas17
http://bit.ly/GCCM-GreenXmas17
https://youtu.be/6_iixWJo-7k
https://youtu.be/6_iixWJo-7k

Laudato Si’

JOY

ADVENT 2017

Top 5 Ways to “Green” Your Christmas

There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through little daily actions. (Laudato Si’, 211)

Christmas is a time to celebrate the birth of Jesus, to cherish our friends and family, and to serve those who
most need us.

It is a wonderful opportunity to focus on our call to love. Protecting vulnerable people and all of creation
can be part of the joy of Christmas. Here are the top five ways to “green” your Christmas.

1. Consider buying one fewer gift this year. Instead, pledge to spend time with a special person or
donate to a cause that serves the most vulnerable. Producing consumer goods at a large scale
requires enormous energy and material resources. Buying even one fewer gift is a move toward
a more meaningful and sustainable lifestyle.

2. As the weather changes, adjust your thermostat one degree cooler (Northern hemisphere) or
warmer (Southern hemisphere) than you normally set it. Change the setting by several degrees
when you are asleep or away from home. Heating and cooling buildings is the single largest source
of greenhouse gas emissions in many countries. Reducing your energy use may be the best gift
you can give creation.

3. In preparing food for Christmas celebrations, focus on vegetarian dishes. It's a surprising truth
that tending livestock for meat production makes a significant contribution to greenhouse gas
emissions. Vegetarian cuisine is native to many cultures, and family members may enjoy
encountering familiar dishes or exploring new ones.

4, If you drive to purchase Christmas presents, make as few car trips as possible. Combine multiple
stops into one trip, and take public transportation or walk if those options exist in your area. Fossil-
fueled transportation contributes to climate change. You’ll spend less time in traffic and generate
less emissions.

When buying gifts, commit to spending 5 to 10 minutes researching ethical and sustainable sources. A
quick Internet search may help you support a small-scale producer and protect the goodness of

creation. The story of your gift may inspire its recipient, and the gift will directly benefit the
producer and his or her local environment.

“A constant flood of new consumer goods can baffle the heart and prevent us from cherishing
each thing and each moment.” (Laudato Si’, 222)
Christmas is a wonderful reminder that God loves us. Share the love with creation by taking 1 or more of
these 5 simple steps. And, please, tell us what you've done by emailing us! We look forward to sharing
the joy with you.
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Creation Novena for Advent

Day 1 (Traditionally December 16)
A Prayer for All Creation

Creator God, as we prepare for the coming of Your Son, we give thanks for the gift of creation. We give
thanks for its beauty and the joy the beauty brings us. We give thanks for light that shines in the darkness,
for the stars and the sun, for the air we breathe and the plants and animals that you have created, for earth
and water, and for the daily sustenance we draw from them.

Inspire us to see You, Creator, through all that You have created—all that you look upon as very good. Help
us to care for creation as You instructed us. Help us be stewards of its abundant life.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Day 2 (Traditionally December 17)
A Prayer for the Animals

Creator God, we give thanks for the animals and for the grand diversity of life you have created. We give
thanks for the roles animals play in our lives, especially as our companions. We thank You for the wellbeing
they bring us and for the glory the bring to your creation.

As creation faces the wave of extinctions wrought by humankind, we ask You to strengthen us with
prudence. In these days of preparation for Your Son, help us seek ways of living that allow all Your creatures
to flourish.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Day 3 (Traditionally December 18)
A Prayer for the Plants

Creator God, we give thanks for every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that
bears fruit. We thank You for all that plants provide and offer us, and for all the ways they connect us with
all life on Earth.

Thank You for the sustenance—physical, emotional, and spiritual—that we draw from the plants. We give
thanks for the grain, fruit, and vegetables we eat, and for the shrubs and flowers that fill our homes and
parks. We give thanks for the oxygen they produce and the stability they bring to our world. And we give
special thanks for the wheat and grapes that, through the work of human hands, become our offering of
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bread and wine, which you lovingly return to us as the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ.

As we see the unimaginably rapid destruction of rainforests, grasslands, and aquatic habitats, we ask that
You give us courage to speak for the voiceless and to change our lifestyles. Help us encourage our
neighbors and policy-makers to care for Your creation.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Day 4 (Traditionally December 19)
A Prayer for the Land

Creator God, we give thanks for the land. Thank You for the confidence and comfort we feel from the earth
beneath bare feet.

Thank You for the earth that sustains us, as it is the home of the plants and animals from which we draw
sustenance. Thank You for the many uses of minerals in our lives—uses that shelter us, heal us, and connect
us.

As we mine Your Earth beyond its capacity, as mountains are carved to nothing and rich soil turns to dust,
give us a sense of measure. Help us see when we've gone far enough—when we've taken enough. As we
anticipate Jesus' birth, help us find a new direction.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Day 5 (Traditionally December 20)
A Prayer for Water

Creator God, we give thanks for water. We thank You for the rich depths of the seas, their unimaginable
variety. We thank You for the rivers and lakes in our communities, for the sparkle of light that dances on
their surface.

We thank You for all the ways that water sustains us. We give thanks for the clean water that we are blessed
to drink. We give thanks for the moisture that rises from the seas to become the rain that waters our crops.

We give thanks for the power of the waves that stay within their shores.

As we pollute and warm Your waters, give us foresight. Help us see the consequences of soiling Your waters
and changing their ancient compositions.

Help us protect our children and grandchildren now, by taking even small steps to preserve the great gift of
water.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Day 6 (Traditionally December 21)
A Prayer for the Air

Creator God, we give thanks for the air. We thank you for our enjoyment of its caress. Thank You for the soft
play of wind in the treetops and the warm touch of a breeze against our faces. Thank You for the air we
breathe, for the breaths we draw every moment.

As we warm the air of Your Earth, help us understand its mighty power, its ability to not only caress but to
destroy. As we pollute the air of Your Earth, help us understand how essential it is to breathe itself.
In this season of Advent, give us understanding, and give us the will to use our understanding well.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Day 7 (Traditionally December 22)
A Prayer for the Climate

Creator God, we give thanks for the climate. Thank You for the interplay of land, water, and heat that gives
rise to the weather patterns. Thank You for the complexity and beauty of all Your systems on Earth.

Thank You for the exquisite balance that has cradled humanity. Thank You for the steady predictability of
rain and heat that has for centuries allowed us to grow crops, husband livestock, and thrive.

As we wreak havoc on Your climate, especially through our insistent burning of fossil fuels, give us wisdom.
Help us find our rightful place in the great fabric of Your creation.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Day 8 (Traditionally December 23)
A Prayer for Vulnerable People

Creator God, we give thanks for means to care for the poor. We give thanks for their resilience, for their
strength, and for their example. We give thanks for the opportunity to know them, to serve them, and to
love them.

As climate change troubles those who live and work so closely with nature, help us grow in solidarity. Help
us follow the words of Proverbs, to “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of
all who are destitute.”

Help us speak truth in the presence of corruption, selfishness, and short-sightedness. Help us speak
prophetically to our brothers and sisters, and to reflect on Your truths in our own lives, that we may change

our habits to truly care for all Your beloved children.

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Day 9 (Traditionally December 24)
A Prayer of Thanks for the Creator

Creator God, we give thanks for You—for your coming among us, and among all that you have created.
Thank You for the magnanimous gift of creation itself, which heralded the birth of Your Son, and to which
You joined in the water, minerals, and living flesh of Jesus Christ. Thank You for every aspect of creation, as
every bit of its goodness and order reveals You.

Thank You for the love that You manifest in creation. Pope Francis has said that “creation is of the order of
love.” We thank You for the gift of Your love beyond measure, and we thank You for bestowing on us the gift
to love in return.

Thank You for the sustenance, strength, and peace that Your creation gives us. Thank You for our place
within the fabric You have woven. Thank You for the unique gifts bestowed on each of us, and especially for

the gifts of resilience and beauty in our poorest sisters and brothers.

We ask that You increase our capacity to love, that You give us the resolve to love in deeds and not simply in
words.

We pray this through the newborn Christ, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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