
 

 

 

 

Contemplative Prayer to End Illegal Detention and Deplorable Conditions  

at the Borderlands of the United States 
 

Ambiance:  a small table; colorful cloth, lit candle(s) 
Soft music 

Call to Prayer: 

Reader 1:  This evening, July 12, communities all over the United States, and the 

world are gathering to light candles and pray for an end to illegal detention and 

deplorable detention conditions at the borderlands of the United States.   

A few days ago, on July 8th, The United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights issued a statement calling the conditions of detention centers on the 

southern U.S. border degrading and appalling. The UN stressed that children should 

never be held in immigration detention or separated from their families. The UN 

Commissioner stated, “detaining a child even for short periods under good 

conditions can have a serious impact on their health and development – consider 

the damage being done every day by allowing this alarming situation to continue. In 

most of these cases, the migrants and refugees have embarked on perilous journeys 

with their children in search of protection and dignity and away from violence and 

hunger. When they finally believe they have arrived in safety, they may find 

themselves separated from their loved ones and locked in undignified conditions. 

This should never happen anywhere.” 

Reader 2:  We, members of the SSND congregation, associates, friends and wider 

SSND network, gather in prayerful solidarity with all those gathering this night as 

well as all people who advocate for justice and human rights for immigrants seeking 

refuge from violence and the possibility of a decent life in our nation and nations 

around the world. In a special way we remember Oscar Martinez Ramirez and his 22 

month old daughter who, along with more than 170 other migrants who died this 

year while crossing the Mexican border into the United States. 

Our prayer tonight will follow the following format: 

Lights for Liberty 



Shortly, you will hear a simple scripture passage offered for your contemplative 

prayer;  

A bell will be rung after this initial reading to begin our time of contemplative 

prayer; 

The reading will be repeated two additional times at approximately 5 minute 

intervals with a bell following the reading each time. 
 

At the conclusion of this time of contemplative prayer we invite you to stand and 

sing our closing song which will be announced at that time. 
 

Let us take a moment to center ourselves and direct our lives and our prayer toward 

the “oneness for which Jesus Christ was sent.” 

 

(a few minutes pause before Reader 1 begins) 

Reader 1:   

“ I was hungry, and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me.”  Ring bell to signal Silence for 5 minutes 

 

Reader 2: 

“ I was hungry, and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me.”  Ring bell  to signal Silence for 5 minutes 
 

Reader 1: 

“ I was hungry, and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me.”  Ring bell to signal  Silence for 5 minutes 
 

At the conclusion of Reader 1’s phrase, reader 2 pauses for a few moments then 

gives instruction below 
 

Reader 2: 

As we move toward the conclusion of this evening’s prayer, you are invited to sing  

Where Charity and Love Prevail #483 in Today’s Missal (or any song of your 

choosing). 


