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Shalom News North America
An instrument of hope, formation, and action
concerning priority matters of social justice.

scgﬁidoii, 'siw.;f LERS

OF NOTREDAME

September 2020

» Integrity of Creation
» Human Life and Dignity
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| Integrity of Creation

Season of Creation Begins September 1

The Season of Creation begins on September 1 with the
World Day of Prayer for Creation and extends through
October 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. The day of
prayer was established by Patriarch Dimitrios | for

the Orthodox in 1989, and was then embraced by major
Christian European churches in 2001 and by Pope
Francis for the Roman Catholic Church in 2015. Prayer
resource, liturgical guide, celebration toolkit. Join an
ecumenical online prayer at 10 am (Eastern) on

September 1 - register here.

Environmental Racism: Global

As we celebrate the Season of Creation, one critical
connection we should bear in mind is that between
environmental injustice and racism. Not only do threats
related to climate change disproportionately affect
developing countries (in which a majority of citizens
are people of color), but negative environmental
activity affects communities of color in developed
nations much more seriously than white communities.
To set our planet free from injustice, we must focus on
facilitating environmental justice for communities of
color! Check out the New York Times reading list on
the links between racism and the environment. Learn
more about the disproportionate effect of climate
change on developing nations.

Environmental Racism: Black Communities

Black communities in the U.S. have been subjected
disproportionately to the negative consequences of
environmental irresponsibility. In particular, housing
and lending policies have restricted black Americans to
living primarily in urban zones. The construction of
industrial and waste management complexes are then
approved in those zones, rather than majority-white
communities, which means that the air quality, access
to green space, and real estate value are all significantly
worse for black communities than white communities.
Read more about the disproportionate impact pollution
and other environmental degradation have on people of
color. Check out the interactive Mapping Inequality to
see where redlining occurred around the U.S. - then see

if you can locate the zones that now contain industrial
and waste management complexes. Read about Black
Climate Scientists and Scholars Changing the World.

Environmental Racism: Hispanic Communities
Climate change is a driver of migration around the
world - the Central American migration crisis
illuminates this poignantly. Though Central Americans
contribute far less to climate change than North
Americans, the heavy toll climate change takes on their
way of life - especially in the agricultural sector - plays
a critical role in the motivation to migrate north. Once
in the U.S., Hispanic Americans are exposed to 63
percent more pollution than they produce, while white
Americans are exposed to 17 percent less than they
produce. Read more about The Burden of
Environmental Racism and Its Impact on Latinos. Join
in this SSND prayer service reflecting on the
environmental impact of the proposed border wall
between Mexico and the United States.

Environmental Racism — Indigenous Communities
Whether it’s the devastating legacy of mercury
contamination at Grassy Narrows, ongoing pollution
from the Mount Polley mining disaster, or the looming
threat of the Site C dam construction, Amnesty
International says Canadian government decisions that
ignore the health and well-being of Indigenous peoples
must be recognized as a form of environmental racism.
Canada’s main pollution-prevention law, the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, doesn’t include one
mention of environmental justice, human rights or
vulnerable populations. New legislation under
consideration, Bill C-230, would require the
environment minister to examine the link between race,
socio-economic status and environmental risk, develop
a strategy to redress environmental racism and report
regularly on progress. Learn more.


https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide/
https://gccm.controlshift.app/events/season-of-creation-global-ecumenical-online-prayer-service
https://time.com/5864704/environmental-racism-climate-change/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/05/climate/racism-climate-change-reading-list.html
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaef3516.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/gaef3516.doc.htm
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/what-is-environmental-racism-pollution-covid-systemic/
https://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/redlining/#loc=11/39.964/-75.231&city=philadelphia-pa&area=E4
https://www.greenmatters.com/p/black-climate-scientists?fbclid=IwAR2yS3Hbe2TJ4vCUDA9sJvLtK-5k88fbuAY_gQZBASijL3RqXu3yvPXxlVs
https://www.greenmatters.com/p/black-climate-scientists?fbclid=IwAR2yS3Hbe2TJ4vCUDA9sJvLtK-5k88fbuAY_gQZBASijL3RqXu3yvPXxlVs
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-climate-crisis-migration-and-refugees/
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/how-climate-change-is-driving-emigration-from-central-america
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/what-is-environmental-racism-pollution-covid-systemic/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/07/what-is-environmental-racism-pollution-covid-systemic/
https://www.univision.com/univision-news/opinion/the-burden-of-environmental-racism-and-its-impact-on-latinos
https://www.univision.com/univision-news/opinion/the-burden-of-environmental-racism-and-its-impact-on-latinos
https://atlanticmidwest.org/posts/prayer-service-world-environment-day
https://www.amnesty.ca/news/world-water-day-environmental-racism-threatens-health-and-well-being-indigenous-peoples-across
https://www.amnesty.ca/news/world-water-day-environmental-racism-threatens-health-and-well-being-indigenous-peoples-across
https://davidsuzuki.org/story/human-rights-lens-needed-to-prevent-environmental-racism/

| Human Dignity

Racism, Migration, and Climate Change — VVoter
Reflection Resource

Using the Leadership Conference of Women Religious
focus on the intersection of racism, migration, and
climate crisis, social justice promoters of LCWR
Region 7 have created three study modules on the
issues of racism, migration, and climate crisis for
reflection in preparation for the November elections.
Each module includes sections on experience of people
affected by the issue, values of the issue in light of
Catholic Social Teachings, and a call for action.
Download resource.

Election and Postal Service

Ensuring a fully functional Postal Service should not be
a partisan issue. With less than 10 weeks until Election
Day (and the COVID-19 Pandemic still raging), the
USPS needs the resources necessary to handle the
millions of ballots that will be cast through the mail this
election—and the rest of our mail as well. The House
passed legislation with bipartisan support. It is time for
the Senate to act. If you agree, let your voice be heard.
Want to do more? Download this toolkit.

Faith Perspective on Census

The 2020 Census has faced a variety of challenges,
especially due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn how
as people of faith, we are called to support the 2020
Census so that resources and representation are
allocated justly. Promote the Census in your community

to support human dignity. Download resource/take
action.

Pope Francis’ Catechesis Series on COVID-19 and
Catholic Social Teaching

Pope Francis has begun sharing a series of catechesis
during his weekly General Audience sessions focused
on the social challenges of COVID-19 in light of
Catholic Social Teaching. The catechesis has included
sessions focused on human dignity, a preferential
option for the poor , and social inequities.

Back-to-School Resources to Address Human
Trafficking

As students across the country return to school in-
person, online, or a combination of both, it is important
for parents, children, and their educators to prioritize
online safety. Click here to learn about and access
online safety resources as well as a college anti-
trafficking advocacy toolkit.

106™ World Day of Migrants and Refugees (9/27)
This year’s theme is "Forced like Jesus Christ to flee"
and focuses on the pastoral care of internally displaced
persons, including those isolated due to the COVID 19
pandemic. Pope Francis notes, “Situations of conflict
and humanitarian emergencies, aggravated by climate
change, are increasing the numbers of displaced persons
and affecting people already living in a state of dire
poverty.“ Learn more, consider this reflection, prayer
resource.

| Peace and Non-Violence

UN Sustainable Development Goals

This fall we observe the 5th anniversary of the
launching of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
Intended to rally the global community, the SDGs
address the challenges we face, including those related
to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental
degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice. Learn
more, frequently asked questions, resources on Catholic
Social Teaching and the SDGs.

International Day of Peace — September 21
Established in 1981, the International Day of Peace iss
a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace
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through observing 24 hours of non-violence and cease-
fire and to otherwise commemorate the Day through
education and public awareness on issues related to
peace. The theme for 2020 is “Shaping Peace
Together.” Learn more, reflection resource.

Coming soon — A special SSND Shalom International
Season of Creation video prayer service “Jubilee for
Earth—Together, Making Peace with our Planet.”
Sisters and associates throughout our global
congregation will be invited to use this video resource
for prayer and reflection on or around September 21 in
commemoration of the International Day of Peace.
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https://bit.ly/3hxQwbQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HKODWwMWMl7zItr-yjw35Ih50K_g-NNVoiRyZ4dyECc/edit
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-08/pope-at-audience-recognize-human-dignity-in-every-person.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-08/healing-the-world-an-opportunity-to-build-something-different.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-08/healing-the-world-an-opportunity-to-build-something-different.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-08/pope-francis-general-audience-christian-hope-rooted-in-god-covid.html
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHS/bulletins/29ab7b8
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20200513_world-migrants-day-2020.html
https://migrants-refugees.va/
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/about-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/about-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/frequently
https://educationforjustice.org/resource/cst-and-the-sdgs/
https://educationforjustice.org/resource/cst-and-the-sdgs/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace

