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We need also to ask ourselves how sustainable is a stability based on fear, when it actually 
increases fear and undermines relationships of trust between peoples. International peace and 
stability cannot be based on a false sense of security, on the threat of mutual destruction or 
total annihilation, or on simply maintaining a balance of power… In this context, the ultimate 
goal of the total elimination of nuclear weapons becomes both a challenge and a moral and 
humanitarian imperative.  . . .  Growing interdependence and globalization mean that any 
response to the threat of nuclear weapons should be collective and concerted, based on 
mutual trust. This trust can be built only through dialogue that is truly directed to the common 
good and not to the protection of veiled or particular interests. With the money spent on 
weapons and other military expenditures, let us establish a global fund that can finally put an 
end to hunger and favor development in the most impoverished countries, so that their citizens 
will not resort to violent or illusory solutions, or have to leave their countries in order to seek a 
more dignified life.  262 
 

 
    
 
 


