Excerpts from “Thou, Dear God:
The Prayers of Martin Luther King, Jr.”

The prayers expose King’s own wounds as a source of healing
for all who feel tested by life’s trials and who seek reaffirmation and renewal.

We Live by Nature

We thank thee, O God, for the spiritual nature of man. We are in nature but we live above
nature. Help us never to let anybody or any condition to pull us so low as to cause us to
hate. Give us strength to love our enemies and to do good to those who despitefully use
us and persecute us. We thank thee for thy Church, founded upon thy Word, that
challenges us to do more than sing and pray, but go out and work as though the very
answer to our prayers depended on us and not upon thee. Then, finally, help us to realize
that man was created to shine like stars and live on through all eternity. Keep us, we pray,
in perfect peace; help us to walk together, pray together, sing together, and live together
until that day when all God’s children, Black, White, Red, and Yellow will rejoice in our
common band of humanity in the kingdom of our Lord and of our God, we pray. Amen.

Acceptance Prayer

Lord help me to accept my tools. However dull they are, help me to accept them. And
then Lord, after | have accepted my tools, then help me to set out and do what | can do
with my tools.

Nonviolence Prayer

God grant that we wage the struggle with dignity and discipline. May all who suffer
oppression in this world reject the self-defeating method of retaliatory violence and
choose the method that seeks to redeem.

'A Brotherhood That Transcends Race or Color'

Let us pray. O God, our Heavenly Father, out of whose mind this great cosmic universe
has been created, toward whom the weary and perplexed of all generations turn for
consolation and direction, we come before Thy presence this evening thanking Thee for
the many blessings of life. We come recognizing our dependence on Thee. We also
come, O God, with an awareness. The fact that we have not always given our lives to that
which is high and noble. In the midst of all of the high and noble aspects of justice, we
followed injustice. We stand amid the forces of truth and yet we deliberately lie. We stand
amid the compelling urgency of the Lord of Love, as exemplified in the life of Jesus Christ,
and yet we live our lives so often in the dungeons of hate. For all of these sins, O God,
forgive. And in these days of emotional tension, when the problems of the world are
gigantic in extent and chaotic in detail, give us penetrating vision, broad understanding,
power of endurance and abiding faith, and save us from the paralysis of crippling fear.
And O God, we ask Thee to help us to work with renewed vigor for a warless world and
for a brotherhood that transcends race or color. We thank Thee this evening for the
marvelous things which have been done in this city, and through the dynamic preaching
of this great evangelist. And we ask Thee, O God, to continue blessing him. Give him
continued power and authority. And as we look into him tonight, grant that our hearts and
spirit will be open to the divine inflow. All of these things we ask, in the name of Him who
taught us to pray. “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name ..."



