FY 2018 BASIC EDUCATION FUNDING

RECOMMENDATION: We urge the Administration to recommend a basic education funding level of
$925 million in fiscal year 2018, with at least $800 million provided for bilateral assistance programs.

THE CHALLENGE: Basic education does more than provide children with literacy, numeracy and critical
thinking skills — it is a cost effective powerful determinant of sustainable economic growth that provides the
foundation for democracy, political stability and supports positive health and nutrition outcomes. Greater
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However, approximately 124 million children and youth remain out of school. Young girls are often the
worst affected; in 2016, 62 million girls between the ages of 6 and 15 were not in school. Over 75 million of
the out-of-school children live in areas impacted by crisis and conflict. To address these global challenges,
USAID is working with trusted partners to mobilize U.S. resources and expertise behind common goals.

But the United States is not addressing these problems alone, and investments in basic education strengthen
the cooperative response of the international community to the education crisis. By working with other
donors, multilateral organizations, and civil society, the U.S. is able to foster coordination and build on the
commitment of developing countries.

Fostering Economic Growth- Educating the world’s poor is essential to building the stable trading partners
that growing U.S. export markets require. It is estimated that if all students in low-income countries left school
with basic reading skills, 171 million people could be lifted out of poverty. Goals 1 and 2 of the USAID
education strategy focus on programs to improve reading skills for 100 million learners and support for tertiary
and workforce development programs. Through these programs USAID is working to ensure that students
develop the skills necessary to contribute to the global workforce.

Addressing Global Security- Under Goal 3 of the education strategy, USAID is working to ensure that 15
million children in conflict and crisis situations have access to a quality education. Programs support a range
of activities, including the establishment of safe learning opportunities for children, collaboration with
communities to restore access to schools, reintegration of child soldiers and refugees, and life skills
training to youth.

This goal is especially critical in addressing the record breaking number of forced displacement numbers, which
have reached 65.3 million, a level not seen since the post-World War Il era. Unfortunately, children below 18
years of age make up 51% of the refugee population.

Promoting Girls’ Education: There has been a huge increase in threats and attacks on girls for simply for going
to school. High profile cases such as the kidnapping of close to 300 schoolgirls in Nigeria by Boko Haram and
the assassination attempt of Pakistani schoolgirl Malala Yousafzai by the Taliban provide shocking examples
of these increased attacks. By ensuring women and girls are safe and have access to a quality education,
we can create more stable communities and help to end the cycle of poverty and violence.



