
EPA Announces Enforcement Discretion Policy for COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
If your water or wastewater system faces any challenges complying with rules 

and regulations, including routine visitations, inspections or staffing with 
appropriately certified operators, please contact your Regional Office or 
Central Offices of NCDEQ. If Rural Water can be of assistance, please contact 
us as well.  
 
03/26/2020 

 
WASHINGTON (March 26, 2020) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is mindful of 
the health and safety of the public, as well as our staff, and those of Federal Agencies, State and 
Local Governments, Tribes, Regulated Entities, Contractors, and Non-governmental Organizations 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The agency is taking these important considerations into account 
as we all continue our work to protect human health and the environment. Accordingly, EPA is 
announcing a temporary policy regarding EPA enforcement of environmental legal obligations during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
EPA's temporary enforcement discretion policy applies to civil violations during the COVID-19 
outbreak. The policy addresses different categories of noncompliance differently. For example, 
under the policy EPA does not expect to seek penalties for noncompliance with routine 
monitoring and reporting obligations that are the result of the COVID-19 pandemic, but does 
expect operators of public water systems to continue to ensure the safety of our drinking 
water supplies. The policy also describes the steps that regulated facilities should take to qualify for 
enforcement discretion.  
 
"EPA is committed to protecting human health and the environment, but recognizes challenges 
resulting from efforts to protect workers and the public from COVID-19 may directly impact the ability 
of regulated facilities to meet all federal regulatory requirements," said EPA Administrator Andrew 
Wheeler. "This temporary policy is designed to provide enforcement discretion under the current, 
extraordinary conditions, while ensuring facility operations continue to protect human health and the 
environment."  
 
The temporary policy makes it clear that EPA expects regulated facilities to comply with regulatory 
requirements, where reasonably practicable, and to return to compliance as quickly as possible. To 
be eligible for enforcement discretion, the policy also requires facilities to document decisions made 
to prevent or mitigate noncompliance and demonstrate how the noncompliance was caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
This policy does not provide leniency for intentional criminal violations of law. 

 
The policy does not apply to activities that are carried out under Superfund and RCRA Corrective 
Action enforcement instruments. EPA will address these matters in separate communications. 
 
EPA's policy will apply retroactively beginning on March 13, 2020. EPA will assess the continued 
need for and scope of this temporary policy on a regular basis and will update it if EPA determines 
modifications are necessary.  
 
In order to provide fair and sufficient notice to the public, EPA will post a notification here at least 7 
days prior to terminating this temporary policy.  
 
To read the EPA Policy on Enforcement during the COVID-19 outbreak: 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?bHkW6Rp4Ydsn8P9SaAYRQ9_gGbaF1dxRU6LHylL-xeQfteB9QlkVvmLGKHqGPMpqcY1AY4KgdU75n2nEn75VkmVJf4TKSiXitI6WgbDbyS9IJNRjCgfWab6VxHW2EXRVsEymE3KTfF9U2saeKnA5AU2WNOkN9Iz1Gi3k-NZ3ZBBkCUeH6-PED2p7cKm2Ql7Zw9fTcoaejkn_ilqsYbkcpE-TsVoKqdplvXPIiySWKtSmWRjlV71E5fbUSGoFANJRUvkU4aq6NCxlsY8l-WWXX1DBiu1_ICb5a5mWC4HC9JZd0RXJB9ShglX9xXi62WwpaVQo_w50lBSquWA1avYxOkTwrd4OGkZGIp-RPT_GyIoszQvdvzJyoH8TEx6N4Z7VQE9fk7DI9wBNqehSBXx_lcyYhD-gF303FVykQ3CHBAzvT0uG715ZaqmtkP6UtQQg6gj7AUnD-UNRdB524nGOsQw~~


https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/enforcement-policy-guidance-publications 
 
Members of the public can help protect our environment by identifying and reporting environmental 
violations. Learn more here: https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/report-environmental-violation-
general- information 
 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?bHkW6Rp4Ydsn8P9SaAYRQ9_gGbaF1dxRU6LHylL-xeQfteB9QlkVvmLGKHqGPMpqcY1AY4KgdU75n2nEn75VkmVJf4TKSiXitI6WgbDbyS9IJNRjCgfWab6VxHW2EXRVsEymE3KTfF9U2saeKnA5AU2WNOkN9Iz1Gi3k-NZ3ZBBkCUeH6-PED2p7cKm2Ql7Zw9fTcoaejkn_ilqsYbkcpE-TsVoKqdplvXPIiySWKtSmWRjlV71E5fbUSGoFANJRUvkU4aq6NCxlsY8l-WWXX1DBiu1_ICb5a5mWC4HC9JZd0RXJB9ShglX9xXi62WwpaVQo_w50lBSquWA1avYxOkTwrd4OGkZGIp-RPT_GyIoszQvdvzJyoH8TEx6N4Z7VQE9fk7DI9wBNqehSBXx_lcyYhD-gF303FVykQ3CHBAzvT0uG715ZaqmtkP6UtQQg6gj7AUnD-UNRdB524nGOsQw~~
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bhmySL1G1c3n0njYPp77yZ00BNWQAXqcySLOH2EI8B9SReKKu-Ew3BjCVaFdnrAhBnuM3NTEoQ-Gwgohi38Yoce-c4mkuhE5RGtDHTgiS5zmrB1MKLz5ksvb-cXkz_CgGCXRTRMgb-xmAE9RXy-zW4K_IXnEPSbK36y5iJzgaVTxCvqIZn0FDpa7Bk87y72p3OI2O_79QDa6XfNoIhkM1uxAcxTJDWcLf9ngPl5aBmnRZIkiCqsgUAZ1dl1Tgr-VmKz0FL6UXGkRJ9ZWjiGFGi6WcyAqPKjFY6wjYLGz9KyEXwE9Bgj_4oEzC_8l-98vGb2Z-TV65UukU_KAQSQON_yiRnH0iiV4qNkI3BhHU2xhnvvVT-vHTLQ0F5mtwSbUj4mIsC8a3CsIzoc3SYLo5_SrvVV_zM6WpvKuoD9RorDKkH3AueUFmaLke7D33D_LJMZQrR3hQHRJMIj9zvlgP9w~~
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bhmySL1G1c3n0njYPp77yZ00BNWQAXqcySLOH2EI8B9SReKKu-Ew3BjCVaFdnrAhBnuM3NTEoQ-Gwgohi38Yoce-c4mkuhE5RGtDHTgiS5zmrB1MKLz5ksvb-cXkz_CgGCXRTRMgb-xmAE9RXy-zW4K_IXnEPSbK36y5iJzgaVTxCvqIZn0FDpa7Bk87y72p3OI2O_79QDa6XfNoIhkM1uxAcxTJDWcLf9ngPl5aBmnRZIkiCqsgUAZ1dl1Tgr-VmKz0FL6UXGkRJ9ZWjiGFGi6WcyAqPKjFY6wjYLGz9KyEXwE9Bgj_4oEzC_8l-98vGb2Z-TV65UukU_KAQSQON_yiRnH0iiV4qNkI3BhHU2xhnvvVT-vHTLQ0F5mtwSbUj4mIsC8a3CsIzoc3SYLo5_SrvVV_zM6WpvKuoD9RorDKkH3AueUFmaLke7D33D_LJMZQrR3hQHRJMIj9zvlgP9w~~

