The study’s scope of work includes developing public surveys to better document
regional broadband needs, testing broadband connectivity speeds throughout the
region, identifying and mapping existing public broadband resources and assets,
improving local government understanding of broadband infrastructure, and taking steps
to attract new, affordable, and reliable high-speed broadband providers to the region.

With local member governments represented, UCPCOG’s Broadband Task Force has
been meeting to share ideas, learn from industry experts, and identify opportunities to
connect rural and underserved areas of the region to affordable high-speed broadband.
The Task Force is open to all local governments in the UCPCOG region.

UCPCOG Executive Director Robert Hiett stated, “The great news of this funding
announcement from EDA is thanks to the hard work and dedication of our Broadband
Task Force members. Their continued work on this project will expand broadband
resources and attract quality services to the region. It will also ensure that the region is
more resilient in the face of natural disasters and national emergencies. High-speed
internet is a critical element for long-term recovery from past economic shocks and will
be critical in recovering from the economic impacts of the emerging COVID-19
pandemic.” This project was funded through EDA Disaster Supplemental Funding
aimed at helping regions recover from economic harm and distress resulting from
natural disasters including Hurricanes Matthew and Florence.

Several economic impacts are expected as a result of this effort. By working to improve
high speed connectivity throughout the region, more employers can utilize workforce
training tools, more residents can work remotely including those who face transportation
challenges, and more local businesses and farmers can connect to international
markets. Additionally, with improved rural broadband connectivity, more residents can
access telemedicine and more students can complete online homework assignments.

Halifax County Senior Management Analyst and UCPCOG Broadband Task Force
member, lan Bumgarner stated, “this EDA funding will allow the Broadband Task Force
to further act on our ideas to address our collective broadband challenges. The
presence of adequate, affordable, and reliable broadband in every corner of Halifax
County and the entire Upper Coastal Plain region will strengthen our communities and
better connect them with 21st century solutions.”



