
 

Fairfax County NAACP 
General Membership Meeting Minutes 

January 13, 2018 
 
Location: Kings Park Library, Burke, VA 
Meeting Facilitator: Kofi Annan, President 
Attendees: 50  
 
President Annan called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. He began the meeting by asking all new 
visitors to stand and be recognized.  
 
President Annan called for the approval of the previously distributed membership minutes from the 
November meeting (the December meeting had been cancelled due to snow). A motion was made, duly 
seconded, and the minutes passed without objection. 
 
President Annan introduced the many elected officials and public safety officers in the room, including 
Fairfax County Chair Sharon Bulova, Fairfax County School Board Chair Janie Strauss, Fairfax County 
Chief of Police Ed Roessler, and Fairfax County School Superintendent Scott Brabrand. (County 
Supervisor Cathy Hudgins joined the meeting as it was in progress.)  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
President Annan indicated that the majority of the meeting would be to present and discuss the Fairfax 
County NAACP Branch’s advocacy agenda for 2018, as developed by the branch’s Executive Committee 
and the various Committee Chairs.  
 
Prior to diving into the Committee agendas for the year, however, President Annan called upon Evelyn 
Spain (sitting in for Treasurer Michelle Leete) to provide the Treasurer’s Report. Ms. Spain reported on 
the current status of the branch’s assets as well as its outstanding debits, including those for annual 
dues payments to both the state and national NAACP organizations.  
 
Advocacy Agenda for 2018 
President Annan then turned the group’s attention to a series of projected slides that provided a 
detailed description of the various NAACP Committees. He invited the chairs of each committee to speak 
to their slides as they appeared. [He also pointed to a 10-paged document (hereby made part of these 
official minutes) that outlines committee objectives for the year.) 
 
President Annan spoke first about the Criminal Justice Committee, which he chairs. He highlighted some 
accomplishments during 2017, including the development of an elected official’s scorecard on criminal 
justice issues; draft policy and pilot programs for the County’s new police body-worn cameras; and the 
Cops v. Kids basketball game sponsored by the Branch in August. Annan hopes this will become a regular 
function of the branch to encourage positive relations between the police and people of color within the 
Fairfax County community. 
 
For 2018, Annan cited a number of initiatives on the Criminal Justice Committee agenda, including: 



 

 
 Working to end the “School-to-Prison Pipeline” by clearly defining the scope and responsibilities 

of School Resource Officers (SROs, essentially police officers assigned to policing school 
grounds); 

 Investigating “Use of Force” incidents by police to better comprehend why 40 percent of Use of 
Force incidents occur against African Americans who make up only 9 percent of the County’s 
population; 

 Diversifying the Fairfax County Police Department, which has only approximately 15 percent 
minorities on its force;  

 Increasing the power of the Civilian Review Panel and the Independent Police Auditor so as to 
make public safety officials, including especially the Sheriff’s Department, more accountable to 
the citizens of Fairfax County; 

 Supporting the County’s Diversion First program 
 Focus on the County’s Arrest and Detention Procedures, including working to reduce the 

number of arrests of people of color; 
 Insist that the County begin to track and publicly acknowledge hate crimes; and,  
 Promote more Community Engagement programs between police and minorities. 

 
Linda Shealey Cook, Chair of the Health Committee, presented the following items for her committee to 
work on in 2018: 

 Focus on enhancing the Federal health programs, including CHIP reauthorization (Children’s 
Health Insurance Program); 

 Host a Health Fair in conjunction with the National Coalition of 100 Black Women; 
 Host a Suicide Prevention Seminar in conjunction with the branch’s Youth Council; and, 
 Work with the Youth Council to host a seminar on the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other 

sexually transmitted diseases. 
 
First Vice President Karen Campblin presented the Political Action agenda, which included nine top 
priorities, including: 
 

 Voter Registration and Get Out the Vote (GOTV) Initiatives; 
 Promoting Voting Rights throughout the Commonwealth, including No-Excuse Absentee 

Balloting and restoration of voting rights to all of Virginia’s citizens; 
 Encourage Member Advocacy through advocacy seminars; 
 Voter Education by holding Candidate Forums for candidates running for office in 2018; 
 Educating the community on Environmental Justice Issues;  
 Advocating for LGBTQ Rights; 
 Work Collaboratively with various community organizations to fight for more humane 

Immigration policies; 
 Focus on the fair, bipartisan redistricting efforts that do not disenfranchise minority 

populations; and, 
 Push for enhanced Campaign Finance Reform. 

 
Niki Zimmerman presented the key initiatives for the Economic Development Committee including 
efforts to end Home Buying/Renting discrimination, support County-wide Employment opportunities for 
minorities, and Community Engagement over economic development issues, particularly those related 
to home buying and zoning. 
 
Finally, Sean Perryman, Education Chair, presented the Education Committee’s agenda for the year: 

 Moving from Achievement Gap to Opportunity Gap; 
 Addressing Teacher Hiring Discrimination; 
 Building Community within the County’s teachers of color; 



 

 
 Supporting Restorative Justice/Alternative Accountability Programs (rather than funneling first-

time child offenders into the criminal justice system); and, 
 Protecting students from bullying from other students and faculty. 

 
At various times during the presentation of these Committee Goals, members of the community as well 
as elected officials rose to speak to the topics under discussion. These included comments from Police 
Chief Roessler, who expressed appreciation for President Annan’s involvement in the affairs of the 
County’s police force and discussed various points of the Criminal Justice Committee; County Chair of 
the Board of Supervisors Sharon Bulova, who noted that “If ever there was a time for the NAACP to play 
a role, it’s right now!” She discussed the “One Fairfax” initiative and encouraged the branch to become 
more involved in making the county a better place for all of its citizens. School Board Chair Janie Strauss 
and School Superintendent Brabrand also commented, as did County Supervisory Huggins. 
 
The final section of the January Membership Meeting was taken up with a discussion of whether or not 
the Fairfax County NAACP should get involved in the initiative to Change the Name of Robert E. Lee High 
School. Education Chair Sean Perryman led the participatory discussion, which included substantive 
comments from members and other interested parties. A representative of the American Federation of 
Teachers, for instance, indicated that the AFT is “firmly behind the name change.”  
 
Discussion and Vote on Change the Name Initiative – Robert E. Lee High School 
Education Chair Perryman led a discussion regarding whether or not the Fairfax County Branch of the 
NAACP should support efforts to Change the Name of Robert E. Lee High School. Perryman admitted his 
own bias in this regard, indicating that he thought the name should change, but wanted to investigate 
the “pulse of the membership” on the subject. After some brief introductory remarks, he opened up the 
discussion, asking for comments primarily from NAACP members. 
 
A range of comments were heard including: 

 Will the NAACP be open to listening to the community on this subject (through the community 
surveys, for instance)? [Another member commented that minority issues such as this do not 
often fare well in surveys provided to the majority population.] 

 We must govern from the moral high ground, and this is a moral issue as much as a popular 
opinion issue 

 “We are firmly behind the name change.” American Federation of Teachers Representative 
 “Names of public institutions should represent the values of today.” 
 Perhaps consider a compromise: Grant-Lee High School or Douglass-Lee High School  
 “We should be having a broader discussion about the naming of public institutions.” 
 “Where does it end?” [Schools are socializing institutions and, thus, require more intensive 

public scrutiny vs. statues or street signs.] 
 “We must remove all cultural markers of white supremacy.” [SURJ representative] 
 “Naming this school after a Confederate general was a weapon against school integration. This 

is about disarming that weapon.” 
 “We support the name change.” Arlington County NAACP President. 
 “You are trying to take away history. The name should be preserved in order to keep the 

conversation going about these issues. [I’m pretty sure Lee’s name will continue to show up in 
history books.”] 

 “How much energy do you want to expend on this vs. kids getting an education?” 
 
After a full discussion on these and other issues related to the name change, Perryman asked if there 
was anyone who wanted to make a motion. Member George Alber made a motion that the Fairfax 
NAACP begin the process of working with the community to change the name of Robert E. Lee High 
School. The motion was seconded. The vote to move forward was unanimous, with no objections.  



 

 
 
Additionally, a motion was made, moved and seconded to adopt the 2018 Advocacy Agenda as 
presented. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
After some Branch Announcements [RE: MLK Day, Lobby Day, Youth Outing to the Af. Am. History 
Museum, and the branch’s Black History Month program] the meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 


