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At this point in Israel’s history, many accounts are recorded in 1 and 2 Kings and in 1 and 2 Chronicles.
In this packet, passages from 1 or 2 Chronicles will be in regular type and those from 1 or 2 Kings will
be in italic type. There will also be readings from Psalms and Proverbs that were written in these
points in Israel’s history. These psalms and proverbs will be center aligned and in a different font to
set them apart. This all allows you to see how these stories and writings are repeated and how they
all work together to give a more complete history...

We begin as Solomon completes his building projects of the Temple and the palace and the Lord gives
him instructions for faithful leadership over His people.

Solomon built the house of the LoRD and his royal house, and Solomon even rebuilt the cities that Hiram
had given to him, and he settled the sons of Israel in them. Then Solomon went to Hamath Zobah and
seized it. He also built Tadmor in the wilderness and all the store cities that he built in Hamath. He also
built the Upper and Lower Beth Horon, fortified cities with walls, gates, and bars, and Baalath, and all
the store cities that Solomon had, and all the cities for his chariots, the cities for his cavalry, and
whatever Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.

At that time Solomon offered up burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD that he built before the
vestibule, according to the daily duty to offer up as the commandment of Moses for Sabbaths, New
Moons, and the three annual festivals: the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the
Feast of Tabernacles. According to the ruling of David his father, he set the divisions of the priests for
their service, and the Levites for their function to praise and serve before the priests according to the
daily duty, and even the gatekeepers for their divisions at each gate, for this was the commandment of
David the man of God. And they did not turn from the commandment of the king, whether the priests or
Levites, concerning any matter and concerning the treasury. So all the work of Solomon was established
from the day of the foundation of the house of the LoRD and until its completion; and the house of

the LORD was complete.

When Solomon had finished building the house of the LORD and the king’s house and all else he

desired, the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as He had appeared to him at

Gibeon. The LORD said to him, “I have heard your prayer and supplication, which you made before Me. |
have consecrated this house which you built by putting My name there forever. And My eyes and My
heart shall be there perpetually. If you will walk before Me, as your father David walked, in integrity of
heart and uprightness, so that you are obedient to do all that | have commanded you, and will keep My
statutes and My judgments, then | will establish the throne of your kingdom upon Israel forever, just as |
promised to your father David, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man upon the throne of Israel.” But if
you and your sons turn in any way from following Me and do not keep My commandments and My
statutes which | have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then | will cut Israel



out of the land which | have given them, and | will cast this house, which | have consecrated for My
name, out of My sight, and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all people. And everyone who
passes by this high house will be astonished and will hiss, and they shall say, ‘Why has the LORD done this
to this land, and to this house?’ And they will answer, ‘Because they forsook the LORD their God, who
brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and took hold of other gods and have worshipped and
served them. That is why the LORD has brought all this disaster upon them.””

Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king’s house. And Solomon successfully
accomplished everything that came into his heart to do in the house of the LORD and in his own house.
Then the LORD appeared to Solomon at night, and He said to Solomon, “I have heard your prayer, and |
have chosen for Myself in this place a house of sacrifice. When | shut up the heaven and there is no rain,
or when | command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence on My people, if My people, who
are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked
ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Now My eyes will
be open and My ears attentive to the prayer of this place. So now | have chosen and consecrated this
house that My name be there continually. My eyes and heart will be there for all days. And you, if you
walk before Me as David your father did to do everything that | command you to do, and you keep My
statutes and judgments, then | will set the throne of your kingdom as | made a covenant with David your
father saying, ‘You will not lack a man to rule Israel.” But if the people turn aside and abandon My
statutes and commandments that | have given to you, and you walk after and serve other gods and
worship them, then | will uproot them from My land that | have given to them; and the house that | have
consecrated for My name, | will throw it from before Me and set it as a proverb and taunt among the
peoples. And even though this house was majestic, it will lie desolate before all who pass by it, and they
will say, ‘Why did the LoRD do such a thing to this land and this house?’ Then they will say, ‘Because they
abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers who brought them up from the land of Egypt, and they
took hold of other gods and worshipped and served them; therefore He has brought on them all this
disaster.”

Solomon continues to build the kingdom...

When twenty years had passed since Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the LORD and the
king’s house (now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with cedar and fir trees, along with
gold, as he had requested), King Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. Hiram came out
from Tyre to see the cities Solomon had given him, and he was not pleased with them. He said, “What
cities are these which you have given me, my brother?” And he called them the land of Kabul to this

day. Hiram sent to the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold.

And all the people who remained from the Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites who were
not from Israel, and from their descendants who remained from these peoples in the land and whom the
sons of Israel did not finish destroying, Solomon brought them up to be forced labor, even to this

day. But from the sons of Israel Solomon did not make servants for his work. These were his soldiers,
officers, commanders of his chariots, and horsemen. And these were the two hundred and fifty chief
officers for King Solomon who governed the people. Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath at the
shore of the sea in Edom. And Hiram sent him ships by the hand of his servants, who knew the sea. And
they went with the servants of Solomon to Ophir, and took from there four hundred and fifty talents of
gold, and brought them to King Solomon.



Solmon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh from the City of David to the house that he built for her, for
he said, “My wife will not live in the house of David king of Israel, for the places where the ark of
the LORD have been are holy.”

This is the account of the forced labor which King Solomon conscripted to build the house of the LORD and
his own house, Millo, the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer. For Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had
gone up against and conquered Gezer and burned it with fire and slain the Canaanites that lived in the
city and given it as a present to his daughter, Solomon’s wife. Solomon built Gezer and Lower Beth

Horon and Baalath and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land, and all the storage cities that Solomon
had, cities for his chariots and cities for his horsemen and all that which Solomon desired to build in
Jerusalem and in Lebanon and in all the land of his dominion.

All the people who were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not
children of Israel, the descendants of those who were left in the land and whom the people of Israel were
not able to utterly destroy, were conscripted by Solomon for slave labor to this day. But Solomon did not
make any children of Israel into slaves, but instead used them as men of war, as his servants, his leaders,
his captains, rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen. These were the chief officers over Solomon’s work,
five hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people who did the labor. But Pharaoh’s daughter moved out
of the City of David to her house which Solomon had built for her, and he then built Millo.

Three times a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and peace offerings on the altar that he built to

the LoRD, and he burned incense on the altar that was before the LORD. So he finished the house. King
Solomon built a fleet of ships in Ezion Geber, which is beside Elath on the shore of the Red Sea in the land
of Edom. Hiram sent shipmen who had knowledge of the sea to serve alongside Solomon’s men. They
went to Ophir and acquired four hundred and twenty talents!”! of gold there and brought it to King
Solomon.

Now when the queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s fame connected to the
name of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions. She came to
Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices, and very
much gold, and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she told
him all that was on her mind. Solomon answered all her questions; there
was not anything too difficult for the king which he could not

answer. When the queen of Sheba observed Solomon’s wisdom and the
house he had built and the meat of his table and the sitting of his
servants and the attendance of his ministers and their clothing and his cupbearers and his entryway by
which he went up to the house of the LORD, it took her breath away. She said to the king, “What | heard
in my own land about your acts and your wisdom was true! | did not believe it until | came and saw it
with my own eyes! In fact, | was not even told half. Your wisdom and prosperity are greater than the
stories | heard! Happy are your men, and happy are these your servants who stand continually before
you and hear your wisdom! Blessed be the LORD your God, who delighted in you and set you on the
throne of Israel, because the LORD loved Israel forever; therefore He made you king in order to execute
judgment and justice.” She gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold and a great amount of
spices and precious stones. No one gave as many spices as the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

The ships of Hiram, which brought gold from Ophir, also brought from Ophir a large quantity of almug
wood and precious stones. The king made pillars for the house of the LORD out of the almug trees and
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harps also and psalteries for singers for the king’s house. Never before had such almug wood been
brought, nor has any such been seen to this day.

King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all she desired, no matter what she asked for, in addition to
what Solomon gave her from his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her
servants.

The queen of Sheba heard a report of Solomon, and she came to Jerusalem with a very impressive
retinue—with camels carrying spices, an abundance of gold, and precious stones—to test Solomon with
riddles. When she came to Solomon she shared with him everything that was on her heart. Solomon
declared to her everything that she asked, and there was not any matter concealed from Solomon that
he did not declare to her. When the queen of Sheba had observed the wisdom of Solomon, the house
that he had built, the food on his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants,
and their clothing, his valets, and their clothing, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of
the LORD, there was no more spirit left in her.

Then she said to the king, “True was the report that | heard in my land concerning your words and
wisdom. But | did not believe their reports until | came and my eyes saw; and indeed, half the greatness
of your wisdom was not declared to me. You have exceeded the report that | heard. How happy your
men must be! How happy these servants, those who are continually before you listening to your
wisdom. May the LORD your God be blessed, who has delighted in you, to set you as king on the throne
of the LORD your God. Your God has loved Israel to establish them continually and has set you as king
over them to perform justice and righteousness.” Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty
talents of gold and a great abundance of spices and precious stones. And there were no spices like those
that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. Moreover, the servants of Hiram and Solomon who
brought gold from Ophir also brought algum wood and precious stones. And the king used the algum
wood for steps for the house of the LORD and the palace of the king, even for lyres and harps for the
singers. And there had not been anything seen like these in the land of Judah. And King Solomon gave
everything to the queen of Sheba in which she had pleasure, even what she asked for in addition to
what she brought to the king. Then she turned and left for her own land with her servants.

The Success of Solomon’s Reign

Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold. In
addition, he collected from the merchantmen and the traffic of the spice merchants and from all the
kings of Arabia and the governors of the country. King Solomon made two hundred large shields of
beaten gold made of six hundred shekels of gold each. He made three hundred shields of beaten gold
with three pounds of gold in each shield. And the king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.
The king also made a great throne of ivory and overlaid it with the best gold. The throne had six steps,
and the back of the throne was round, and there were armrests on either side of the seat with two lions
standing beside the armrests. Twelve lions stood on the sides of the six steps, and there was no other like
it in any kingdom. All of King Solomon’s drinking cups were made of gold, and all the cups of the House
of the Forest of Lebanon were made of pure gold. None were made of silver, for it was not considered
valuable in the days of Solomon. For the king had ships at sea at Tarshish with the ships of Hiram. Every
three years the ships of Tarshish came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. So King Solomon
exceeded all the kings of the earth in terms of riches and wisdom. All the earth came to Solomon to hear
his wisdom, which God had put in his heart. Everyone brought an annual tribute in the form of presents,
silver and gold cups, garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules. Solomon gathered together chariots



and horsemen. He had one thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen whom he
stationed in the cities for chariots and with the king at Jerusalem. The king made silver to be in Jerusalem
as plentiful as stones, and he made cedars to be as plentiful as sycamore trees in the valley. Solomon had
horses brought out of Egypt along with linen yarn. The king’s merchants received the linen yarn at a
price. He brought chariots from Egypt at a price of six hundred shekels of silver and a horse for a hundred
and fifty. And he exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram, by their means.

The weight of gold that came to Solomon every year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold. In
addition to what the explorers and merchants brought in, all the kings of Arabia and governors of the
land brought in gold and silver to Solomon. King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered
gold, and six hundred gold pieces were used for each large shield. And he made three hundred shields of
hammered gold; three hundred gold pieces were used for each shield. And the king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon. And the king made a great throne of ivory, and he covered it with fine
gold. And there were six steps and a gold footstool attached to the throne, and on each side at the place
of the seat were armrests with two lions standing beside the armrests. So twelve lions stood there on
the six steps, one on each side, and there was nothing like this in any kingdom. Even all the drinking
vessels of King Solomon were gold, and all the vessels in the House of the Forest of Lebanon were fine
gold. And silver was not thought to be valuable in the days of Solomon. The ships of Solomon went to
Tarshish with the servants of Hiram. Once every three years the ships of Tarshish returned carrying gold,
silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. So King Solomon was greater than all the kings of the earth in wealth
and wisdom. All the kings of the earth sought out an audience before Solomon to hear his wisdom that
God gave to his mind. Every year each man brought his own tribute, vessels of silver and gold, garments,
myrrh, spices, horses, and mules. Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and chariots and twelve
thousand horses, and he put them in designated cities and with him in Jerusalem. He ruled over all the
kings from the River to the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. So the king made silver in
Jerusalem as abundant as stones and cedar as plentiful as sycamore trees in the lowlands of the
Shephelah. The horses of Solomon were imported from Egypt and from all other lands.

Solomon gathered together chariots and horses. He had one thousand four hundred chariots and twelve
thousand horses, and he put them in designated cities and with the king in Jerusalem. The king made
silver and gold in Jerusalem as abundant as stones and cedar as plentiful as sycamore trees in the
lowlands of the Shephelah. The horses of Solomon were imported from Egypt and Kue, and the traders
of the king would take them from Kue for a price. They imported chariots from Egypt for six hundred
shekels of silver and a horse for one hundred and fifty pieces. And they imported from these places to all
the kings of the Hittites and Arameans.

So King Solomon was king over all Israel. These were the officials in his court: Azariah the son of Zadok
was the priest. Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were secretaries. Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud
was the recorder; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the army. Zadok and Abiathar were priests.
Azariah the son of Nathan was over the officers, and Zabud the son of Nathan was principal officer and
the king’s friend. Ahishar was over the household, and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the forced
labor. Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel who made provision for the king and his household.
Each man was assigned a month to make provision. These are their names: the son of Hur in Mount
Ephraim; the son of Deker in Makaz and in Shaalbim and Beth Shemesh and Elon Bethhanan; the son of
Hesed in Arubboth (to him belonged Sokoh and all the land of Hepher; the son of Abinadab in all the
region of Dor (he had Taphath the daughter of Solomon as his wife); Baana the son of Ahilud in Taanach,
Megiddo, and all Beth Shan that is by Zarethan beneath Jezreel, and from Beth Shan to Abel Meholah as
far as the other side of Jokmeam; the son of Geber in Ramoth Gilead (to him pertained the towns of Jair
the son of Manasseh which are in Gilead, and also the region of Argob which is in Bashan, sixty great



cities with walls and iron bars); Ahinadab the son of Iddo in Mahanaim; Ahimaaz in Naphtali (he had
taken Basemath the daughter of Solomon as his wife); Baana the son of Hushai in Asher and in Aloth;
Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah in Issachar; Shimei the son of Ela in Benjamin; Geber the son of Uri in the
country of Gilead, the country of Sihon king of the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan. He was the only
officer who was in that region.

Judah and Israel had a large populace, as numerous as the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and were
happy. Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines and to the border
of Egypt. The people brought presents and served Solomon all the days of his life. Solomon’s provision for
one day was thirty kors f fine flour and sixty kors of meal, ten fat oxen and twenty pasture-fed cattle, a
hundred sheep in addition to deer, roebucks, gazelle, and fatted poultry. For he had dominion over all the
region on this side of the River! from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings on this side of the River, and he
had peace on all borders of his land.

Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots and twelve thousand horsemen. Those
officers made provision for King Solomon and for all who came to King Solomon’s table, every man in his
month, and they lacked nothing. Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries were brought to
the place where the officers were, every man according to his charge.

God gave Solomon wisdom and great depth of understanding as well as compassion, as vast as the sand
on the seashore. Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the people of the East country and all the
wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all other men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Kalkol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol; his fame spread throughout all the surrounding nations. He spoke three
thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He spoke of trees, from the cedar tree
that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that springs out of the wall. He also spoke of beasts and of fowl and of
insects and fish. People from all over came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth,
who had heard of his wisdom.

Judah and Israel lived safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan to Beersheba all
the days of Solomon.

Psalm 72- A Psalm of Solomon. A Prayer.

Endow the king with your justice, O God,
the royal son with your righteousness.
May he judge your people in righteousness,
your afflicted ones with justice.

May the mountains bring prosperity to the people,
the hills the fruit of righteousness.
May he defend the afflicted among the people
and save the children of the needy;
may he crush the oppressor.
May he endure as long as the sun,
as long as the moon, through all generations.
May he be like rain falling on a mown field,
like showers watering the earth.
In his days may the righteous flourish
and prosperity abound till the moon is no more.



May he rule from sea to sea
and from the Riverto the ends of the earth.
May the desert tribes bow before him
and his enemies lick the dust.
May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores
bring tribute to him.
May the kings of Sheba and Seba
present him gifts.
May all kings bow down to him
and all nations serve him.

For he will deliver the needy who cry out,
the afflicted who have no one to help.
He will take pity on the weak and the needy
and save the needy from death.
He will rescue them from oppression and violence,
for precious is their blood in his sight.

Long may he live!
May gold from Sheba be given him.
May people ever pray for him
and bless him all day long.
May grain abound throughout the land;
on the tops of the hills may it sway.
May the crops flourish like Lebanon
and thrive like the grass of the field.
May his name endure forever;
may it continue as long as the sun.

Then all nations will be blessed through him,
and they will call him blessed.

Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel,
who alone does marvelous deeds.
Praise be to his glorious name forever;
may the whole earth be filled with his glory.
Amen and Amen.

Psalm 127- A Psalm of Solomon. A Song.

Unless the LORD builds the house,
the builders labor in vain.
Unless the LORD watches over the city,
the guards stand watch in vain.
In vain you rise early
and stay up late,

toiling for food to eat—

for he grants sleep to those he loves.

Children are a heritage from the LORD,
offspring a reward from him.



Like arrows in the hands of a warrior
are children born in one’s youth.
Blessed is the man
whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame
when they contend with their opponents in court.

Proverbs 1-16
Words of Wisdom and |nstruction Attributed to Solomon- for His Son

Introduction: T heme and Furposc

The Proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king of |srael: T o know wisdom and instruction, to
Pcrceive the words of unclerstancling, to receive the instruction of wis&om,justice,_juc{gmcnt, and
equitg; to give subt]ct9 to the simple, to the young man knowleclge and discretion— a wise man will hear
and will increase ]earning, and a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, to understand a Proverb
and the interpretation, the words of the wise and their riddles. The fear of the | ordis the beginning

of know]eclgc, but fools c{espise wisdom and instruction.

The Fro]oguc: | mbrace Wisdom

Mg son, hear the instruction oFgouerather, and do not forsake the teacning mcgour mothcr;
for tlﬁey will be a garlanc{ oFgrace on your Heacl, and chains about your neck. Mg son, if
sinners entice you, do not consent. ]F tl’lcg say, “Comc with us, let us lie in wait for b]oocl; let
us lurk secretlg for the innocent without cause; let us swallow them up alive as the grave, and
wholq as those who go down into the Pit; we will find all kinds of precious Possessions; we will
ill our houses wi sPoi ; cast in your lot among us, let us all have one purse”—my son, do no
fill our b th l; cast lot let us all h do not
walk in the way with them, iceeP 9our1coot from their Path; for theirfeet run to evil and make
haste to shed blood. 5ur613 invain the netis spread n the sight of any bird. Theg lie in wait
for their own blood; thcg lurk secretly for their own lives. So are the ways of everyone who is

greedg of gain,which takes away the life of its owners.

The Call of Wisdom

Wisdom cries out in the street; she utters hervoice in the markets. 51’16 cries at the corner of

the streets, in the oPcnings of the gates; she sPcaks her words in the cit}j, saging:



“IHow long, you simple ones, will you love simpiicitﬁ? [or the scorners &elight in their scorning,
and fools hate knowlcc{ge. T urn at my reprooﬂ sure]g ] will pour out my sPirit on 3ou;] will
make my words known to you. Because ] have called and you re]cused, ] have stretched out my
hand and no man regarded, because you neg]ccted all my counsel, and would have none of my
reProoF, | also will laugh at your ca]amitg; | will mock when Hourfear comes, when gour]cear
comes as desolation and your destruction comes as a whir]wincl, when distress and anguish
come upon you. T hen theg will call on me, but | will not answer;tlncg will seek me earlg, but
thcg will not find me. Because ’chcg hated knowlcdgeand did not choose the fear of
the | ORD, they would have none of my counsel and desPisecl all my reProoF. T herefore they
will eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. [Tor the turning away
of the simp]c will slag them, and the Prosperitg of fools will dcstrog them. Put whoever listens

to me will dwell sagely, and will be secure from fear of evil.”
T he Value of Wisdom

M9 son, hcgou will receive my words,and hide my commandments within you, so that you
incline your ear to wisdom, and applg your heart to unclerstancling; yes, i]cgou cry out for
knowledge, and lift up your voice for understanding, i]cgou seek her as silver, and search for
her as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the | ORD, and find the
know]edge of Gocl. T:or the LOKD gives wisdom; out of His mouth come knowledge and
understan&ing. [He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous [He is a shield to those who walk
upriglﬂtly. rﬂe kceps the Pat}‘vs oF_justice, and preserves the way of His saints.

Then you will understand righteousness andjudgment and equitg, and every goo& Patn
Wl’lCﬂ wisdom enters your heart,and knowledge is Pleasant to your soul, discretion will
preserve 3ou;unc]erstanc}ing will keep you, to c’e]iver\zjou from the way of the evil man, from
the man who sPeaks perverse t}'\ings, from those who leave the Paths of uPrightness to walk in
the ways of clarkncss; who rejoice to do cvil, and c{c]iglﬂt in the Perversit3 of the wicked; whose
ways are crooked, and who are devious in their Patlns; to deliver you from the immoral
woman,even from the seductress who flatters with her words, who forsakes the guidc of her
3out}1 and Forgc’cs the covenant of her Gocl. ]:or her house leads down to c{eath, and her
Paths to the &epartec; spiri’cs; none who go to her return again, nor do they take hold of the
Pa’c}'ns of life. So you may walk in the way of good men and keep the Pa’chs of the righteous.



Forthe upriglﬂt will dwell in the land, and the innocent will remain in it; but the wicked will be

cut off from the carth, and the transgressors will be rooted out of it.
The Rcwards of Wisdom

M9 son, do not Forget my teaclﬁing,but let your heart keep my commanc{mcnts; for lcngth of
clags and long life and peace will theg add to you. Do not let mercy and truth forsake you;
bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet O)CHOUF hear‘t, 50 you will find favor and
good unclcrstancling in the sight of God and man. Trust in the LOKD with all your heart and
lean not on your own undcrstanding; in all your ways acknow]edgc Him, and [He will direct
your Pa’chs. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the | ORD and clePart from evil. ]t will be
health to your boc{fj, and strength to your bones. }"lonor the LORD with your substancc, and
with the first fruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled with Plentg, and your
presses will burst out with new wine. M3 son do not desPise the chastening of the LOKD, nor
be weary of His correction; for whom the | ORD loves e corrects, even as a father the son
in whom he clehglﬂts. }"lappg is the man who finds wisclom, and the man who gets
understan&ingg for her benefitis more Pro{:itablc than si]ver,and hergain than )[/negolcl. 51’16
is more Precious than rubies, and all the things you may desire are not to be ComParecl with
her. Léngth of c!ags is in her right hanc{,and in her left-hand riches and honor. [er ways are
ways of Pleasantness, and all her Paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold

of lﬁer, and lﬁappy is everyone who retains her. The | ORD bg wisdom has founded the earth;
}33 undérstanding fﬂé has established the l’mcavcns; }33 fﬂis know]eclgc the dcpths are broken

up, and the clouds clroP down the dew. Mg son let them not clepart from your eges——keep
sound wisdom and discretion; so tlﬁeg will be life to your soul and grace to your neck. TI"I@ﬂ
you will walk saFcly in your way, and gour{:oot will not stumble. When you lie down, you will not
be aFraicl; yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet. ] Do not be afraid of sudden
terror, nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes; for the LORD will be your confidence
and will kceP youmcoot from being cauglﬂt. Do not withhold goocl from those to whom it is
due, when it is in the power o{:gour hand to do it. Do not say to your neighbor, “(Ho0, and
come again, and tomorrow | will give it,” when you have it with you. Do not devise evil against
your ncighbor, seeing he dwells securely bg you. Do not strive with a man without cause, if he
has done you no harm. Do not envy the oppressor and choose none of his ways; forthe
perverse is an abomination to the | ORD, but [His secret counsel is with the riglﬁteous. The
curse of the LOKD is on the house of the wici«td, but [He blesses the habitation of thejust.



Surelg, [He scorns the scornful, but e gives favorto the humble. T he wise will inherit g]ory,
but shame will be the legacg of fools.

Wisdom |s SuPrcmc

[Hear, O children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know unclerstancling‘ For| give
you gooc{ Prccepts; do not forsake my teaching. For ] was my fathers son,tender and the
on]9 beloved in the sight of my mother. [ e also taught me and said to me, ¢] et your heart
retain my worcls; keep my commandmen’cs, and live. et wisdom! (et unders’candingl Do not
gorge’c it, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her) and she will preserve
you; love her, and she will kccp you. Wisdom is Principal; therefore, get wisdom. And with all
your getting, get unc{crstanding. [~ xalt her, and she will promote you; she will }Dring you honor,
when you embrace her. She will P]ace on your head an ornament oFgrace; a crown oxcglory

she will deliver to you.”

Hear, my son, and receive my sagingsJ and the years ofzyour life will be many. ] have taught
youin the way of wisdom; | have led you in right Paths. When you walk, your steps will not be
hindered,and when you run, you will not stumble. Take firm hold of instruction, do not let her

205 keeP her, for sheis your life. Do not enter the Pa’ch of the wicked, and do not goin the

way of evil men. Avoicl it, do not travel on it; turn from it and pass on. For tl’lcg do not slccp
unless theg have done misc}‘n’mc; and their s]csp is taken away unless thcy cause some to fall.
For t!ﬁey cat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. Put the Patl"l of tl"ICJUSt
is as the 51’1ining light, that shines more and more unto the Per‘Fcct c{ay. Thc way of the wicked
is as darkness; they do not know at what tl’léy stumble.

Mg son, attend to my worcls; incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them c{cPart from your
eyes; keep them in the midst oxcyour l—xcart; for tlneg are life to those who find them,and health
to all their bodg. KCCP your heart with all c{i(igence, for out of it are the issues of life. Fut
away from youa deceitful mouth, and Put perverse liPs farfrom you. Let your eyes look righ’c
on, and let your 636“&5 look straight before you. Fondcr the Patl—\ O)Cyourmceet, and let all
your ways be established. Do not turn to the right or to the left;remove 3ourxcoot from evil.

Waming Against Aclultcry

My son, attend to my wisdom, and bow yourear to my understanding, that you may regard
discretion, and that your liPs may keep knowlcdge. For the ]ips of an immoral woman clrip asa



honegcomb, and her mouth is smoother than oil. But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as
a two~edgecl sword. Her feet go down to cleath, her s’cePs take hold of 51’1601‘ 5!’16 does not
Ponder the Pa’ch of lhce; her ways are unstable, and she does not know it. Hear me now
thcrmcore, O chi]dren, and do not depar’c from the words of my mouth. Rcmovc your way far
from her, and do not go near the door of her house, lest you give your honor to others, and
your years to the cruel; lest strangers be filled with your wea]th, and your labors goto the
house of a stranger; and you mourn at the last, when 3our1qeslﬂ and your bodg are consumed,
and say, “}How | have hated instruction, and my heart dcspised reproomcl And | have not
obeyec{ the voice of my teachers, norinclined my ear to those who instructed mel! ] was almost

in utter ruin in the midst of the congrcgation and assembly.”

Drinlc waters out oFyour own cistern and running waters out oFgour own well. Should your
fountains be dispcrscd abroad, streams of water in the streets? | et them be onlg your own,
and not for strangers with you. | et 5our1countain be blessed and rejoice with the wife oxcgour
9outh. Let her be as the loving deer and Plcasant doe; let her breasts satis% you at all times;
and alwags be cm’aptured with herlove. Why should you, my son, be intoxicated }33 an
immoral woman, and embrace the bosom of a seductress? {:or the ways of man are before the
eyes of the LORD, and rﬂc Ponclérs all his goings. T_‘]is own iniciuitics entrap the wicked
himsel?, and he is snared in the cords of his sins. [ e will die forlack of instruction, and in the

greatness of his )Colly he will go astray.

Warning ,%ainst F[cdgcs

Mg son, hcyou putupa securit3 gorgour)criencl,hcgou have shaken hands with a stranger, you
are snared with the words oxcgour mouth;gou are taken with the words oxcgour mouth. Do this
now, my son, and clclivergoursehc; when you have come into the hand o?gour]criend, go and
humble yourse!ﬁ P]ead with goumcricncl. (Give no s]eeP to your eyes, nor slumber to your
eye]ids. Deliveryoursehc as a doe from the hand of the l’lunter, and as a bird from the hand of

the fowler.
Thc Fo"y of ]dlcncss

(Go to the ant, you sluggarch (Consider her ways and be wise. Which, having no guic]e,
overseer, or ru!er) Provicles her bread in the summer, and gathers herfood in the harvest. How

]ong will you sleeP, O sluggard? When will you arise out oFgour s]eeP? Yeta little s]eeP, a



little slumber, a little Folding of the hands to sleep-so will your poverty come upon you like a

sta”(er, and 3OUF ﬂCC& as an armecl man.

The Wicked Man

Awagward person, a wicked man, walks with a perverse mouth. [ e winks with his eyes, he
signa]s with his Feet, he motions with his )Cingers; Perversity is in his hear‘c, he devises mischief
continua”g, he sows discord. ] herefore, his calamit9 will come suddcn]g;in a moment he will be
broken without remcdg. T hese six ’chings the | ORD hates, yes, seven are an abomination to
him: a Proucl look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent Hoocl, a heart that devises
wicked imaginations, feet that are swift in running to mischief, a false witness who spcaks lies,

and he who sows discord among brethren.

Anothcr Waming Against Ac]u]tcrg

M9 son, kecp 9our1cather’s commandment, and do not forsake the instruction o{:gour mother.
Bincl them Continuauy upon your heart and tie them around your neck. When you go, they will
lead you; when you sleeP, theﬁ will keep you; and when you awakej ’chey will sPeak with you.
[Tor the commandment is a lamP, and the law is !ight; and rcproomcs of instruction are the way of
lhce, to i(CCP you from the evil woman, from the ﬂattéry of the tongue of a seductress. Do not
lust after her beau’c3 in your hear’c, nor let her allure you with her eyelic{s. For }35 means of a
harlot a man is reduced to a Piecc of brcacl, and the adulteress will prey upon his Precious life.
Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? Caﬂ one walk upon hot
coals, and his feet not be burned? 50 he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; whoever touches
her will not be innocent. Men do not déspisc a thief if he steals to satisFy himself when he is
hungry. but i heis Founcl, he will restore sevcmco]c{; he will give all the substance of his house.
But whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks un&erstanding; he who does it destrogs his
own soul. A wound and dishonor will he get, and his reProach will not be wipec] away. For
Jealou59 is the rage of a man; therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. [He will not

regarc} any ransom, nor will he rest content, tl—xough you give many ghc’cs.

MQ son, keeP my words, and lag up my commandments within you. Kecp my commandments
and live, and my ’ceaching as the aPPlc oxcgour cye. Bind them on 3ourxcingers; write them on
the tablet oFyour heart. 583 to wisc{om, “You are my sister,” and call unclerstanclingyour
kinswoman, that thcg may kecp you from the immoral woman, from the seductress who flatters

with her words.



For at the window of my house. | looked through my casement, and saw among, the simplc
ones, ] discerned among the gouths, a young man void of understanding, Passing through the
street near her corner; and he went the way to her house in the twilight, in the evening, in the

black and dark nign’c. And there a woman met him, with the attire of a harlot, and subtle of
heart. 51’16 is loud and stubborn; herfeet do not abide in her house. Now she is withou’c, now
in the streets, and lies in wait at every corner. So she caught him, and kissed him; and with an

impudcnt face said to him: “| have peace ogerings with me, this day have | Paicl my vows.

T herefore, | came out to meet you, diligent]9 to seek 5ourFace, and | have found you. | have
decked my bed with coverings of tapestry, with carved wori(sj with fine linen of Egypt. ] have
PchumecJ my bed with mgrrlﬂ, aloes, and cinnamon. (Come, let us take our fill of love until the
morning; let us solace ourselves with love. [For my husband is not at home; he has goneona
]ongjourney; he has taken a bag of money with him, and will come home at the dag aPPointed.”
With her enticing spccch she caused him to 9ic!d, with the ﬂattering of her lips she seduced
him. Hc went after her straightwag, as an ox goes to the slaughtcr, oras afool to the
correction of the stocks, until a dart struck ’chrough his liver. As a bird hastens to the
snare, he did not know that it would cost him his life.

Listen to me now thercxcore, O c]ﬁi]clrcn, and attend to the words of my mouth: do not let your
heart turn aside to her ways, do not go astra9 in her Paths; for she has cast down many
wounded, and many strong men have been slain by her. [Her house is the way to SI"ICOI, going,
down to the chambers of death.

The Virtue of Wisdom

Does not wisdom cry out, and understanding lift up hervoice? She stands on the top of high
P]accs, by the way in the Places of the Patl‘rs. 51’16 cries out at the gates, at the entrg of the

citg, at the entrance of the doors:

“To you, O men, ] ca”, and my voice is to the sons of men. O you simple, understand wisclom,
and you )Cools, be of an un&erstanding heart. [Hear, For] will speak of excellent things, and
from the oPening of my lips will be rigf-xt t}'\ings; for my mouth will speak truth, and wickedness
is an abomination to my ]iPs. A” the words of my mouth are in rigl’r’ceousness;tlﬁere is nothing
crooked or perverse in them. Tl—xcg are all Plain to him who understands, and rigl—]t to those
who find knowle&ge. Receive my instruction, and not silvcr, and knowledge rather than choice
go]cl; for wisdom is better than rubies,and all the things that may be desired are not to be
comPare& to it. |, wisdom, dwell with Prudence, and find out knowlcdge and discretion. The



fear of the | ORD s to hate evil;Pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse mouth
l hate. Counse] is mine, and sound wisdom; ] am understanding, ] have streng’cn 53 me kings
reign, and Princes decreejustice. Bg me Princes rule, and nob]es, even all thejudges of the
earth. | love those who love me, and those who seek me ear]9 will find me. Riches and honor
are with me, yes, enduring riches and righteousness. Mg fruit is better than gold, yes, than
fine go]d, and my revenue than choice silver. ] lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of
the Patlﬂs onus’cice, that | may cause those who love me to inherit wealth, and | will fill their
treasuries. The | ORD Possessed me in the beginning of His way, before [His works of old. |
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, before there was ever an earth. When there
were no depths, | was brought forth, when there were no fountains abounding with water.
Be?ore the mountains were set‘ded, before the hills | was brought Forth; while as yet [e had
not made the earth or the Fields, or the first dust of the world. When [He Prepared the
l‘reavens, l was there,when He drew a circle on the face of the deep, when }"le established the
clouds above} when He streng’chened the fountains of the deep, when }"le gave to the sea
His decree)that the waters should not pass His commandment, when He aPPointed the
foundations of the ear’dw,then ] was by Him, as one brought up with Him; and ] was dai]3 His
de]iglﬁt, rejoicing alwags before Him, rejoicing in the habitable part of His ear‘th, and my
delights were with the sons of men. Now therefore listen to me, O you chi]dren) for blessed
are those who keeP my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise,and do not refuse it. Blessed is
the man who hears me,watcfﬂing dailg at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors. [Tor
whoever finds me finds liFe, and will obtain favor of the | ORD; but he who sins against me

wrongs his own soul; all those who hate me love death.”

The Wag of Wisdom

Wisdom has built her house,slﬁe has hewn out her seven Pi”ars; she has killed her beasts, she
has mixed her wine, she has also furnished her table. She has sent out her maidens, she cries
out from the highest P!aces of the citg, “\/\/hoever is simPIe, let him turn in here.” As for him
who wants understanding, she says to him, “C;omeJ eat of my }Dread,and drink of the wine
which | have mixed. f:orsake foolishness and ]ive, and goin the way of understanding.”

HC Wl’IO FCPFOVCS a scornergets shame ‘FOF hl’mSCH:, and hC Wl’lO FC}DU‘(CS a WiCl(Cd man gCtS

hurt. Do not reprove a scorner, lest he hate 3ou;re]3ul<e a wise man, and he will love you. Give



instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser; teach ajust man, and he will increase in

leaming.

The fear of the | ORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the know]ecﬂge of the Holg Ohneis
unclerstancling For }33 me your clags will be multiP]ied, and the years oFgour life will be

increased. ]Fgou are wise, you will be wise gorgoursehc, but iFgou scorn, you alone will bear it.

The Wag of Foolishncss

A foolish woman is clamorous; she is simP]e and knows nothing. [Tor she sits at the door of

her l‘rousc, on a seat in the high Places of the citg, to call those who pass by who go right on

their way: “Whoever is simPIe, let him turn in here.” And as for him who lacks unclerstanding,
she says to him, “S’colen waters are sweetand bread eaten in secret is Plcasant” But he

does not know that the dead are thcre, and that her guests are in the depths of the grave.

T he Proverbs of Solomon
T he various proverbs of Solomon...
A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is the grief of his mother.
T reasures of wickedness profit nothing, but righteousness delivers from death.

The | ORD will not allow the soul of the righteous to Famish,
but f'jc casts away the desire of the wicked.

r—lé becomes poor who deals with a slack hancl, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.

[He who gathers in summer is a wise son,

but he who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes shame.
B]essings are on the head of tl—rcjust, but violence covers the mouth of the wicked.
The memory of thejust is blessed, but the name of the wicked will rot.
Tl’le wise in heart will receive commandments, but a Prating fool will fall.
He who walks uPrightlg walks surclg, but he who Pervcrts his ways will be known.
[He who winks with the €yYe causes sorrow, but a Prating fool will fall.

T he mouth of a rigl'lteous man is a well of life, but violence covers the mouth of the wicked.



[Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins.

|n the ]ips of him who has undcrstanding wisdom is found,
but a rod is for the back of him who is void of unclerstanding.

Wise men store up ‘mowlcclge, but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.
The rich man’s wealth is his strong city; the destruction of the poor is their poverty.
The labor of the riglnteous tends to life, the fruit of the wicked to sin.

[e who kecps instruction is in the way of liFe, but he who refuses repromC errs.
[1e who hides hatred has lging lips, and he who sprcads slanderis a fool.
|n the multitude of words sin is not !acking, but he who restrains his lips is wise.
The tongue of thcjust is as choice silver; the heart of the wicked is worth little.
The ]ips of the righteous feed many, but fools die forlack of wisdom.

The }Dlessing of the | ORD makes ric}ﬂ, and e adds no sorrow with it.

To do mischiefis like sporttoa Fool, but a man of unclcrstancling has wisdom.
The fear of the wicked will come upon him, but the desire of the rightcous will be granted.

As the whirlwind passes, sO is the wicked no more,

but the righteous has an everlasting foundation.
As vinegar to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to those who send him.
The fear of the | ORD prolongs days, but the years of the wicked will be shortened.
The hope of the righteous will be gladness, but the expectation of the wicked will Pcrish.

The way of the | ORDis strengt}'x to the uPrigl—xt,

but destruction will come to the workers of iniquitg.
The rig]—]tcous will never be removed, but the wicked will not inhabit the earth.

T he mouth of t%ejust brings forth wisdom,

]:)ut the perverse tongue wi“ be cut out.



The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable,
but the mouth of the wicked sPcaks what is perverse.

A false balance is abomination to the | ORD, but ajus’c weight is [7is clelight.
When Pricle comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom.

The integrity of the uPriglﬁt will guicle them,

but the perverseness oxc transgressors will c{estrog them.
Riches do not ProFit in the dag of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.

The righteousness of the uPright will direct his way,
but the wicked will fall }33 his own wickedness.

The rlglﬂteousness of the uPright will deliver them,

but transgressors will be taken bg their schemes.
When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perisl'xJ and the hopc of un}'ust men Pcrishes.
The rightcous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked comes in his P!ace.

A hgpocritc with his mouth dcstrogs his neighbor,
but tlﬁrough i(nowlec}ge thejust will be delivered.

When it goes well with the righteous, the citg rejoices;
and when the wicked PCI‘iSI’], there is shouting.

Bg the blessing of the uPriglﬁt the citg is cxaltecl,
but it is overthrown bg the mouth of the wicked.

[e who is void of wisdom clesPises his ncighbor,
but a man of understancﬁng holds his peace.

A talebearer reveals secrets,

but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals the matter.

Wl—]cre there is no counse], the PeoPle Fa“;

but in the multitude of counselors there is saFctH.

He who Puts up a Pleclge fora stranger will suffer for it,
and he who hates being a Pledge is secure.



Agracious woman retains honor, but ruthless men retain riches.

T he merciful man does goocl to his own soul,

but he who is cruel troubles his own bocly.

The wicked works a deceitful wor1<,

but to him who sows righteousness will be a sure reward.

As righteousness tends to !i)ce,

s0 he who pursues evil pursues it to his own death.

T hose who are of a perverse heart are abomination to the | ORD,
but such as are upright in their way are [His Ae]ight.

Though be assured, the wicked will not be unpunishcct
but the Posteritg of the righteous will be delivered.

As ajewe] of golcl in a swine’s snout, so is a fair woman who is without discretion.

The desire of the righteous is on]3 goocl,
but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.

There is one who scatters 9Ct increases;

and there is one who withholds more than is right, but it leads to poverty.

Thc generous soul will be made riclﬂ,

and he who waters will be watered also himself.

The PeoPle will curse him who withholds grain,
but blessing will be upon the head of him who sells it.

[He who cmigent]g seeks good procures favor,

but he who seeks mischimcJ it will come to him.
[e who trusts in his riches will Fa”, but the righteous will flourish as a branch.

[e who troubles his own house will inherit the wind,

and the fool will be servant to the wise of heart.
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of lhce, and he who wins souls is wise.

]F the righteous will be recomPensed in the earth, how much more the wicked and the sinner.



Whoever loves instruction loves knowlc&ge, but he who hates reProoF is brutish.
Agood man obtains favor of the | ORD, but a man of wicked devices will [He condemn.
A man will not be established bg wickedness, but the root of the righ’ceous will not be moved.

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband,

but she who })rings shame is as rottenness in his bones.
The thoughts of the rightcous are right, but the counsels of the wicked are deceit.

T he words of the wicked are, “| ie in wait for blood,”
but the mouth of the uPright will deliver them.

The wicked are over‘thrown, and are not, but the house of the righteous will stand.

A man will be commended accorcling to his wisdom,

but he who is of a perverse heart will be dcspiscd.

He whois ]iglﬂtlg esteemed and has a servant is better
than he who honors himself and lacks bread.

A rightcous man rcgards the life of his animal, but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

r—lé who tills his land will be satisfied with breacl,

but he who follows vain persons is void of understancling.

The wicked covet the Pluncler of evil men,
but the root of the righteous gie]cls fruit.

T he wicked is snared bg the transgression of his lips,
but tl‘r@just will come out of trouble.

A man will be satisfied with goocl by the fruit of his mouth,

and the recompense of a man’s hands will be rendered to him.
The way of afoolis right in his own eyes, but he who listens to counsel is wise.
A]Cool’s wrath is Present!g lcnown, buta Pruclcnt man covers shame.
e who speaks truth shows forth righteousness, but a false witness deceit.

There is one who sPeaks like the Piercings of a sword,
but the tongue of the wise is health.



T he truthful lip will be established forever, but a lging tongue is but for a moment.

Deceitis in the heart of those who imagine evil,

but to the counselors of peace is joy.

T here will be no evil haPPen to the jus’c,bu’c the wicked will be filled with mischief.
Lying liPs are abomination to the | ORD, but those who deal truly are [is delight.
A\ prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims foolishness.

T he hand of the diligent will rule, but the slothful will be put to forced labor.
Heaviness in the heart of man makes it droop, but a good word makes it glad.

T he righteous is a guide to his neighbors, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.

T he slothful man does not roast that which he took in hunting,

but the substance of a cliligent man is Precious.
ln the way of righteousness is ]i]ce, and inits Pathwag) there is no death.
A wise son heeds his fathers instruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

A man will eat well }35 the fruit of his mouth,

but the soul of the transgressor will eat violence.

[He who guarcls his mouth preserves his li]CeJ
but he who opens wide his lips will have destruction.

The soul of the s]uggard desires, and has nothing;
but the soul of the éiligent will be made fat.

A rig}-xteous man hates lﬁing, but a wicked man is loathsome and comes to shame.
Rig}wtcousness kceps him who is uprig}"t in the way, but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

There is one who makes himself riclﬂ, yet has no’chiﬂgg

there is one who makes himself poor, yet has great riches.
T he ransom of a man’s life is his riches, but the poor does not hear rebuke.
The light of the rigl'xteous rejoices, but the lamP of the wicked will be put out.

On]g bg Pri&c comes contention, but with the well-advised is wisdom.



Wealth gained 133 vanity will be diminished, but he who gatners bg labor will increase.
Hopc deferred makes the heart sick, but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life.

Whoever despises the word will be destrogec{,

but he who fears the commandment will be rewarded.

Thc teaching of the wise is a fountain of lhce, to clepar‘t from the snares of death.
(Good understanding gives favor, but the way of transgressors is hard.
E_vcrg Prudcnt man deals with know!cdgc, but a fool lags open his Fo”y.

A wicked messengcmca”s into mischief, but a faithful envoy is health.

Fovertg and shame will be to him who refuses instruction,

but 1’16 WI"IO regarcls FCPFOO{" Wl“ }_')C ]"IOI’HOFCCI.

The desire accomplishccl is sweet to the soulJ

but it is abomination to fools to dcpar’c from evil.

fﬂé who walks with wise men will be wise,

buta companion of fools will be dcstroged.
E_vil pursues sinners, but to the rightcous good will be rcpaid.

Agood man leaves an inheritance to his children’s chi]drén,

and the wealth of the sinneris laid up for tlwejust.
Much foodis in the ti”age of the poor, but forlack owcjustice itis clestrogecl.
[He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him earlg.

The rignteous cats to the satismcying of his soul,
but the stomach of the wicked will want.

Every wise woman builds her house, but the foolish Pu”s it down with her hands.

[He who walks in his uPrightness fears the LORD,
but he who is perverse in his ways clespises Him.

ln the mouth of the foolishis a rod of Pride, but the liPs of the wise will preserve them.

Where no oxen are, the crib is c]ean; but much increase is 53 the strength of the ox.



A faithful witness will not lie, but a false witness will utter lies.

A scorner seeks wisdom and does not find it,

but know]edgc s casy to him who understands.

C]o from the presence of afoolish man,

when you do not Perccive in him the liPs of knowiedge.
The wisdom of the Prudent is to understand his way, but the Fo”g of fools is deceit.
Foo]s make a mock at sin, but among the righteous there is favor.
The heart knows its own bittemessj and a stranger does not share i’csjo&
The house of the wicked will be over’chrown, but the tent of the uPright will flourish.
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

T venin laugh’cer the heartis sorrow{:ul, and the end of that cheeris gri@c.

The backsliderin heart will be filled with his own ways,
buta good man will be satisfied with his.

The simple believes every word, but the Pruderxt man considers his steps.

A wise man fears and dePar’cs from evil,

but the fool rages and is self-confident.
He who is quick-tempered deals foolishly, and a man of wicked devices is hated.
T he simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.
T he evil bow before the good, and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.
T he pooris hated even by his own neighbor, but the rich has many friends.

f’je who clcsPiscs his neighbor sins,
but he who has mercy on the poor, haPPH is he.

Do theg not err who devise evil?
But mercy and truth will be to those who devise good.

In all labor there is Proxcit, but mere talk leads on|3 to poverty.

T he crown of the wise is their riches, but the foolishness of fools is )Collg.



A true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies.

|n the fear of the | ORD s strong comcidence,
and His children will have a Placc of rcFugC‘

Thc fear of the | ORD s a fountain of lhce, to dePart from the snares of death.

]n the multitude of People is a ‘(ing’s honor,
but in the lack of PCOPIC is the destruction of a Prince.

He who is slow to wrath is o{:great unclerstancling,
but he whois hastg of spirit exalts go”g.

A sound heart is the life of the flesh, but envy the rottenness of the bones.

He who oppresses the poor reproaclﬂcs his Maker,
but he who honors Him has mercy on the poor.

T he wicked is driven away in his wickedness, but the righteous has }’IOPC in his death.

Wisdom rests in the heart of him who has unclcrstancling,
but that which is in the midst of fools is made known.

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sinis a reproach to any People.
The king’s favoris toward a wise servant, but his wrath is against him who causes shame.
A soft answer turns away wrath, but grievous words stir up anger.

The tongue of the wise uses knowledge ariglwt)

but the mouth of fools pours out foolishness.
The eyes of the | ORD are in every Placc, keeping watch on the evil and the good.
A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it crushes the spirit.
A fool despises his father's instruction, but he who regarc}s repromC is Prudcnt.
]n the house of the riglnteous is much treasure, but in the revenue of the wicked is trouble.
The lips of the wise c]ispcrse know]cc}ge, but the heart of the foolish does not do so.

Tlnc sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the | ORD,
but the prayer of the uPriglﬁt is His deligl‘:t‘



Tne way of the wicked is an abomination unto the | ORD,

but He loves him who follows after righteousness.

Corrcc’cion is grievous to him who forsakes the way, and he who hates repromC will die.

Death and destruction are before the | ORD;

50 how muclﬂ more tne nearts o1C the chi]clren o1C men.
A scorner does not love one wno reproves him, nor will he go to the wise.

merri ca maxkes a cneerrul countenance
A 4 heart mak heerful t .

but }33 sorrow of the heart the sPirit is broken.

T he heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledgc,
but the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness.

A” the clags of the afflicted are cvi], but he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast.
Better is little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure with trouble.
Petteris a dinner of herbs where love is than a fatted calf with hatred.

A wrathful man stirs up stri{:c, but he who is slow to anger appeases strife.

The way of the slothful manis as a l’lCClgC of tnorns,
but the way of the rignteous is made Plain.

A wise son makes a father glacl, but a foolish man despises his mother.

Fo“g isj03 to him who is destitute of wisdom,
but a man of unclerstanc]ing walks uprightlg.

Witnout counsell purposes are disappointcd,
but in the multitude of counselors theg are established.

A man hasjoy bg the answer of his mouth,

and a word sPokcn in due season, how goocl itis!
Tl’lc way of life leads above for the wise, that he may clcPart from Sheol below.

The | ORD will destroy the house of the Proud,
but [He will establish the border of the widow.



The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the | ORD,

but the words of the pure are P]easant words.
e who'is greedg oFgain troubles his own house, but he who hates bribes will live.

Thc heart of the righteous studies to answer,

but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.
The LORD is far from the wicked, but [{e hears the prayer of the righteous.
The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, and a good report makes the bones healthy.
T he earthat hears the reProoF of life abides among the wise.

He who refuses instruction clesPises his own soul,

but he who hears repromC gains undcrstanc]ing.
T he fear of the | ORD is the instruction of wisdom, and before honoris l’mumilitg.

Thc Prcparations of the heart bc]ong to man,
but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD.

A” the ways of aman are clean in his own eyes, but the | ORD wcighs the 5Pirit.
Commit your works to the | ORD, and your tlﬂouglﬂts will be established.
The | ORD has made all tlﬂings for HimscH:, yes, even the wicked for the c!ag of evil.

Evcrgonc who is Proud in heart is an abomination to the | ORD;

be assured, he will not be unPum’shed.
53 mercy and truth iniquitg is Purged; and bg the fear of the | ORD men depart from evil.

When a man’s ways P]ease the LORD,

[He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.
Betteris a little with righteousnessthan great revenues with injustice.
A man’s heart devises his wag,but the | ORD directs his steps.
A divine sentence is in the lips of the king; his mouth does not transgress injudgmcnt

Ajust weigf'xt and balance bclong to the | ORD; all the weights of the bag are [is work.



[tis an abomination to kings to commit wickedness,

for the throne is established bg righteousncss.
Righteous iiPs are the clclight of kings, and theg love him who sPea‘(s righ’c.
The wrath of a i(ing is as messengers of cleath, but a wise man will Pachcy it.

]n the ]ight of the ‘(ing’s countenance is ]nce,

and his favoris as a cloud of the latter rain.

How much better to get wisdom than go]cll
Ancl to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver!

The l'nglﬂwag of the upright is to clcpart from evil; he who keeps his way preserves his soul.
Pride goes before destruction, and a hauglﬂtg sPirit before a fall.

Betteritis to be of a humble spirit with the !ow!g
than to divide the sPoil with the Proucl.

[e who handles a matter wisclg will find good, and whoever trusts in the | ORD, happg is he.
The wise in heart will be called Prudcnt, and the sweetness of the !ips increases learning.

Undcrstanding is a we”spring of life to him who has it,
but the instruction of fools is Fo”y.

The heart of the wise teaches his mouth and adds learning to his ]iPs.
Fleasant words are as a nonegcomb, sweet to the soul and health to the bones.
Thereis a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.

[He who labors, labors for !—limsclﬁ for his mouth craves it of him.

An ungod]g man digs up evil, and in his ]ips there is as a burning fire.

A perverse man sows stri]Ce, and a whis[:)erer scparates the best of friends.

A violent man entices his neighbor and leads him into the way that is not good.
[He shuts his eyes to devise perverse things; moving his liPs he brings evil to pass.

The gray~hairecl head is a crown of g]or9 if itis found in the way of righteousness.



[He who is slow to angeris better than the mightg,
and he who rules his sPirit than he who takes a city.

The lot is cast into the laP, but the whole outcome is of the | ORD.



