
 
 
 

ABOUT THE MUSEUM 
 

The National A. Philip Randolph Pullman Porter Museum (APRPPM), founded in February of 1995. 
Incorporated  a Delaware corporation on November 5, 1998 and received our 501c3 designation 
on February 23, 2000.  NAPRPPM is the first, and the only museum in the country dedicated 
exclusively to African American labor history. And it is the  only museum in the nation that bears the 
names of A. Philip Randolph and the Pullman Porters. The exhibits chronicle the formation of the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters; the first Black labor union in the United States chartered under 
the American Federation of Labor. Exhibits depict important activities on their amazing JOURNEY OF 
UNITY that ended with the victory of becoming the first Black labor union in the United States, to sign 
a collective bargaining agreement with a major US corporation the powerful Pullman Company. 
 
Tucked away on a quiet corner at the north end of Pullman National monument, don’t let the 
unassuming exterior keep you from missing this black heritage treasure. The museum presents, and 
interprets content intended to educate the public-on the impact the union had on organized labor, 
and on America’s modern-day civil rights movement.  
 
APRPPM is not operated nor is it funded by a government agency, but is in fact a 25- y e a r - o l d , 
independent privately operated African American labor history museum. This was accomplished 
through: Revenue derived from our traveling exhibit, other earned revenue, individual donations, 
fundraising activities and events. However, in recent years, we began efforts to incorporate securing 
grant funds to supplement our program and operational support.  
 
Our sole purpose is to collect, interpret, and present to the public the important contributions 
of African Americans to America's labor history, through exhibitions, continuing research and public 
programs. In 2012 we added our Youth and Young Adult division Museum 44 "Where Hip Hop Meets 
History" Program.   We  use a multi-faceted programmatic methodology focused on training youth to 
use their voice and our platform for change. Under the guidance of director of media youth create their 
own podcast.  We also employ 20 youth for summer jobs through programs like One Summer Chicago 
 
Since 1995 we have remained a unique resource to not only the local community but worldwide on 
the subject. Over the last ten years, we have shared the legacy of the Pullman Porters through our 
traveling exhibition and lecture program with more than 100,000 individuals throughout the United 
States. 
 
Though small in size over the years our resume of accomplishments for which we are very proud 
continues to grow in scope and recognition both on a local and national scale. We have been sought 
out to consult with the SHOWTIME network on the production of the original docudrama, 10,000 
Black Men Named George, and have been featured in numerous electronic and printed media such as 
ABC's Good Morning America with Robin Roberts. 

 
On February 19, 2015 President Obama through an executive order designation the Historic Pullman 
District where we are currently located as a National Monument under the National Park Service.  


