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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HARVARD 

United Church of Christ 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

December 5, 2021                                                    10:00 AM 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MEDITATIVE THOUGHT   

“The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in 
soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward 
to something greater to come.”                                     Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

CHORAL INTROIT             Prepare Ye the Way             Godspell 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:    Let us hear what God will speak, tender words for a burdened         

            people.  

All:      Comfort, comfort, my people! The days of sorrow are ending! 

One:     Let us hear what God will speak, encouraging words for an anxious 

            people. 

All:      Prepare a way for the Holy One, through deserts of despair  
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         build a highway for our God! 

One:  Let us hear what God will speak, words of vision for a weary people. 

All:    Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and 

           peace will kiss! 

 

*OPENING HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel    NCH, #116, verses 3, 5, 7 

 

O come, O come, O Adonai, who came to all on Sinai high, 

And from its peak a single law proclaimed in majesty and awe. 

 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide your heavenly home; 

Make safe the path to endless day, to hell’s destruction close the way. 

 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

O Come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Make envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s 
peace. 

 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

*OPENING PRAYER 

O Holy One, you are tender shepherd, architect of the Way, beguiling 
hope of all who go looking for you deep in their lives. Surprise us 
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here with mercy, challenge, and vision - Whatever we may need in this 
moment to recognize you and follow you into the future. We pray in 
the name of Jesus, the Beloved. Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 

   Responsive Reading of Scripture:  Luke 3:2-6 

 

During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The 
voice of one crying ou in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

Lighting of the Candle of Peace 

 

UNISON PRAYER 

O Holy One, we light this candle, a candle offering comfort to weary 
spirits. Let its glow remind us of your tender care – the Light of 
Peace. Let it guide us to your presence in our midst, leading us to 
your Justice and Joy in the service of Love. 

 

SONG       “The Advent Candles”        verses 1 and 2  (insert) 
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GOING ON A JOURNEY – an Advent adventure for all ages! 

 

SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS, AND PASSING OF THE PEACE 

After greeting one another, we return to our seats and sing peace be with 
you to the tune of the eightfold Alleluia.                               tune NCH #765 

 

FIRST READING                                                             Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

 

*HYMN OF FAITH           Comfort, Comfort Ye My People             PH #104 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                                  Luke 1:68-79 

 

SERMON             “Light for Those Who Sit in Darkness” 

                                                                      Rev. Karen Dorshimer-Chaplin 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION 

 

*ADVENT DOXOLOGY 

O Glorious God, to you we bring praise, treasures, lives as offering: Spirit 
of Hope, among us dwell; come, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

*COMMUNION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence v1,2, 4 PH #107 
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Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, In the body and the blood. 

He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim, with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most Hight! Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Invitation 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Blessing 

Sharing of the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

We give you thanks, Holy God for these gifts of bread and the cup of 
salvation.  We are nourished by this Advent feast and strengthened 
for our journey to Bethlehem to meet your child. Send us forth in joy 
and service as we sing our carols of praise to you. Amen. 

 

*SENDING FORTH 
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One:    Be with us, God, in stillness and quiet corners. 

Many:  Help us to be lights in the darkness, lights that burn  

             bravely in the circle of your love. 

One:     Hear our prayers, God, our yearnings, our questions, our hopes. 

Many:   Help us to be lights in the darkness, lights that burn bravely 

              in the circle of your love. 

One:      Be in us, God, in our work, our calling, our journey, our service. 

Many:   Help us to be lights in the darkness, lights that burn bravely 

              in the circle of your love. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   NCH #347 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

Notes about today’s service:  parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from service prayers 
for Advent, the Rev. Susan A. Blain, Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ, 
2020 and are reprinted with permission. 

 

The sending forth is adapted from and reprinted by permission from Winter-Liturgical 
Resources for November, December and January. Compilation by Ruth Burgess. Wild 
Goose Publication, the Publishing Division of the Iona Community, 2016. 

 

 

 

 



 

7 
 

 

Arnold Bradley (Dennis Bradley's father) 
Pam & Ken Cochrane (car accident) 
Ebit 
Stacia Kraft 
Father Joaquin 
Harriet Perry 
Charlie Gorss 
 Arline Marteney 
Karl Kreeb 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        


