
 
 

NEWS RELEASE 

 
First phase of Front Street reconstruction underway 

 
For immediate release (May 16, 2019) – Exciting changes to Orillia’s downtown waterfront area 
are underway as the reconstruction of Front Street begins. 
 
“The reconstruction of Front Street is the first step in several key projects over the next few years 
to help revitalize the downtown waterfront area and prepare for future growth,” said Mayor Steve 
Clarke. “We look forward to the improvements this project will bring to the Front Street corridor.” 
 
The first phase of the two-year project to reconstruct Front Street takes place between Colborne 
Street East to Queen Street East. The work is being completed by John Bravakis Enterprises 
Ltd. and will include full reconstruction of the road, new stormwater and sanitary sewers and 
sidewalks. A minimum of one lane will remain accessible throughout the construction and all 
businesses in the area will be open.  
 
In April 2017, the City of Orillia initiated a Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment (Municipal Class EA) to facilitate improvements to Front Street from Queen Street 
East to Neywash Street and Neywash Street from Front Street to Laclie Street. 
 
Following the completion of the Municipal Class EA process, the City of Orillia selected a design 
which includes a three-lane urban cross-section from Laclie Street to King Street and a four-lane 
urban cross-section from King Street to Queen Street East.  Improvements will also be made to 
intersections, servicing, sidewalks, boulevards, and landscaping. The existing trunk sanitary 
sewer is being relocated from the waterfront area to Front Street in order to eliminate design and 
future development constraints for Centennial Drive and the overall waterfront area. 
 
For more information on the Front Street reconstruction project and to sign up for updates, visit 
orillia.ca/frontstreet. Follow the City of Orillia on Twitter and like us on Facebook to get the latest 
project information. 
 
The City of Orillia is a city of 31,000 people in the heart of Ontario’s Lake Country on the shores 
of Lake Couchiching and Lake Simcoe. Visit our website at orillia.ca. 
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Jeff Hunter 
Manager of Construction and Transit 
705-325-2213 
jhunter@orillia.ca 
 

Jennifer Ruff 
Manager of Communications 

705-325-8929 
705-238-9209 (cell) 

jruff@orillia.ca 
 
Attached: Map indicating Phase 1 (2019) and Phase 2 (2020) of the Front Street reconstruction 
project. 
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