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Faith for Thought 

July 2, 2019 

 

 

Last week I returned from General Synod in Milwaukee.  I wasn’t a delegate this time, but a staff 

member attending as a visitor.  There is so much to report, but these words are reflections on what I 

observed outside of the official business of the delegates.  Seek out your delegates for information on the 

actions of the committees and the discussions of elections and more. 

 

I love going to General Synod!  It’s like a family reunion—relationships are renewed, sometimes there 

is transformation, there is learning and love, and I am always energized by the life I experience in God’s 

wider church.  All of that happened last week in Milwaukee.  

 

But, synod also is a time of remembering the voice of our unique denomination—the United Church of 

Christ.  In my ordination paper I describe my own migration to this denomination as a home-coming of 

sorts.  It feels like I was born to the UCC.  I DO feel at home here.  As a historian, I love studying the 

patterns and the really audacious actions of this merged church and by doing so I gain strength and hope 

for us today.  The speakers at Synod embody this history and this future.  Their words were borne out of 

the scriptural theme of “shine,” from Matthew’s gospel, Chapter 5, verses 13-16. 

 

Rev. Kaji Dousa was our opening worship preacher.  She’s been in the news lately because of her 

presence at protests at the southern border.  Rev. Dousa reminded us that, in some cultures and regions, 

the word “salty” can mean angry, annoyed, irritated.   

 

Being salt and light isn’t easy.  But Jesus himself was salty—expressing anger at injustice and exclusion.  

The true essence of salt is to bring out the flavors of life; the true essence of light is to bring clarity.  

Without flavor and light, without righteous anger, we risk  being ineffective. Rev. Dousa is salty in her 

anger with injustice. 

 

On Sunday our Associate General Minister for Justice and Local Ministries, Rev. Traci Blackmon, was 

our preacher.  The huge convention center was full of delegates and staff and many local guests from 

Wisconsin (and other) churches.  Traci illuminated this passage and defined our salt-seasoning as 

essential to bringing out the flavors of God.  We are not called to be salty just to be annoying or critical 

or cruel.  We are called to be salty so that the essence of God is increased in us and in all those we touch.   

 

In preparation for some of the business of synod we heard from candidates for officers of the church.  

Karen Georgia Thompson, candidate for Associate General Minister for Wider Church Ministries and 

Global Engagement, urged us to see our work in the wider church as opportunities to work together.  

She finds value in recognizing what we (and our partners) are doing locally and urged us to amplify 

those efforts to have a global reach.  She affirmed our work with global partners to address human 

rights, environmental issues, water rights, and women’s rights.   

 

Illustrating this local emphasis was our keynote speaker, Matthew Desmond.  His 2016 Pulitzer Prize 

winning book, Evicted, puts the crisis of lack of affordable housing in the spotlight.  Evicted examines 

the system of low-rent, low-income housing in the city of Milwaukee.  The book is grim.  It follows 

eight tenants and their landlords as they navigate life on the brink of eviction—the ups of times of cash 
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flow (after a tax refund, perhaps) and the downs (when the choice to pay the landlord means no 

electricity or water or food). 

 

There was a question-and-answer period after his talk.  In answer to a question, most importantly, I 

think, he told the assembled group that “the church needs to clear its voice.”   

 

The message of this synod was strong—find our voice as God’s church.  Get salty.  And, shine in God’s 

love. 

 

For me, that’s a little scary.  But finding our voice in whatever way we can to address injustice is what 

our UCC has been doing since the times of abolition and the Amistad slave mutiny, and in ordaining 

women, people of color, and folks who are gay.  Using our voice as a church is the way this 

denomination has always faced injustice on behalf of “the least of these” that Matthew names later in his 

gospel.   

 

On Monday afternoon the proceedings of synod were delayed so that delegates, staff, and guests could 

march together to the offices of ICE to protest the detention of children.   

 

Walking in the shining light of God, living with salty outrage, living the gospel. 

 

This is my UCC.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Rev. Ruth Fitzgerald 

Grand West Area Minister 

Michigan Conference UCC 

 

 

 


