


Frequently Asked Questions

Why should I offer to lead a Summer Circle?
It is a fun and easy way to offer something of yourself to the church community, and to bring your own interests and “style” to the group. And it gives us a way to gather during the summer season when service attendance is typically low.

How do I choose a topic that will be of interest to the congregation?
Whatever speaks to your own spiritual or life journey, or a topic that connects you to the world at large, is the best.  In past years, we have had summer services centered on indigenous history and beliefs, musical theater, the occult, environmentalism, music, meditation, and reflections on personal spiritual journeys. Think about what lights up your spirit, and share that.

What would be included in a typical Summer Circle?
There is plenty of flexibility in how the Summer Circle might be conducted. The following service elements are suggested:  Opening words, chalice lighting, a brief time of silence/meditation, discussion time, and closing words. There will be no orders of service produced for Summer Circles.

Can I have some help on that Sunday?
If you want it, yes. When you sign up as a Summer Circle leader, the Religious Services Committee can provide support to set up the physical circle or to help facilitate the discussion. We can also help you select readings, or assist you during the service if you wish it.

How do I plan my Summer Circle?
1. Choose a date that works for you. Available dates are: July 9, 16, 23, and 30; August 6, 13, 20, and 27. 
2. Write up a short description of your service topic which will be included in the weekly Good Things Are Happening.  A catchy title is good, along with a little detail on the theme.
3. E-mail your proposed service description to the church office (NSUU@verizon.net) and to Jennifer Revill (Religious Services Committee) (jenrevill@aol.com) on or before June 15, 2023 so that it can be included in the summer newsletter and Good Things Are Happening. Be sure to include the date for your service along with your title and description.
4. Decide which elements of the service you’d like to include – chalice lighting, readings, closing words, etc.
5. Prepare some discussion points for the group discussion.
6. Invite your fellow church members and friends to attend!

How do I prepare for my Summer Circle?
1. Confirm your Summer Circle title and program with Nancy Paskowski, Church Administrator, at least two weeks before your scheduled date. Email her at nsuu@verizon.net.
2. You should arrive at the church by 10:15 am and check in with the service leader (if you have requested one) to be sure things are set up as you want them to be. 
3. Try to begin the service promptly at 10:30 am. 
4. Don’t worry about coffee hour. The speaker might opt to bring water and perhaps a snack that can be served very easily without need for cleanup, but it’s not necessary to do so.
5. Enjoy the day and rest assured that the congregation is eager to hear about your topic, and grateful that you are helping to keep our summer Sundays spiritual and interesting!

