
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following members of the 
Community Unitarian Universalist Congregation at White Plains as nominees for 
the Board of Trustees and for the Nominating and Leadership Development 
Committee, to be voted on at the Annual Meeting on June 2, 2019. 
 

NOMINEES 
 

JOE MAJSAK (for a three-year term as Trustee) 

Joe was born on Feb 8 1955 and raised in Plainville, CT, the eldest of four sons and one 
daughter born to parents Walter and Anne Majsak. He graduated from Bates College in 
Lewiston, ME, in 1977 with a BA majoring in Religion. He has worked for Proctor & Gamble, 
Liberty Mutual, and General Reinsurance Corp/General Star and Genesis subsidiaries, 
where he ultimately served as SVP/Chief Marketing Officer until his retirement in May 2017. 
Joe has been married to his college sweetheart Anne (Allen) Majsak since 1979, and they 
are the parents of Caroline (Majsak) Eichmann, David Majsak, and Emily Majsak, and 
grandparents of Ava and Jack Eichmann. Joe has served the CUUC community on Finance 
Comm., Grounds Comm., Mission Statement Comm., Annual Pledge Comm., Goods and 
Services Auction Comm., Summer BBQ, Journey Group facilitator, and Religious Education 
instructor. He has also served as a facilitator for various sessions during Sunday services, 
when requested. His current hobbies include being a professional motorcyclist working as 
an official for professional bicycle racing competition; seeking to become a US Triathlon 
Official and US Triathlon motorcycle pilot; hiking with Anne; and physical fitness activities 
at the White Plains YMCA. Anne and Joe enjoy the outdoors and plan to visit our National 
Parks in retirement, amongst other outdoor adventures on their rapidly growing “list of 
adventures.” Joe is president of Westchester Beemers Motorcycle Club, whose activities 
include community service such as providing pro bono motorcycle marshal protection for 
participants in the National Multiple Sclerosis Society annual “Bike NYC” and other regional 
charity bicycling events. He celebrated his 60th birthday by riding solo from San Francisco 
to NYC in 49.5 hours, after riding cross country from White Plains to San Francisco in 5 
days (Iron Butt Association “50 Sea to Sea” event). 

 

DEBBIE MANETTA (for a three-year term as Trustee) 

Debbie Manetta discovered CUUC about 11 years ago after holding a memorial service here 
for her mother, who had passed away in Debbie's hometown of Chicago. Debbie’s family 
did not practice any religion when she grew up, but her father is Jewish, and culturally she 
identified with Judaism. Her mother was half Jewish and half Protestant. Nearly two years 
ago, Debbie wanted to give CUUC a try and, after doing so, quickly realized it would 
become a regular part of her life. She loves the services, the choir, Adam's piano playing, 
and so much more, including the many new friends she has made. Additionally, she enjoys 
co-facilitating a wonderful Journey Group. Debbie is finishing her 11th year as Director of 
Communications for Mamaroneck Public Schools. As a writer/editor, media spokesperson, 
and marketer, she has managed PR for national consumer magazines; served as vice 
president for an entrepreneurial sports and entertainment company; held the position of 
Press Secretary for a U.S. Senate candidate in Illinois; and conducted national campaigns 
for Fortune 500 consumer clients at Edelman Public Relations Worldwide. A graduate of 
Northwestern University, Debbie and her husband Ed have three children – Lindsey, Nicki 
and James – and reside in Larchmont. 

 



ALEXANDER SEHDEVA (for a three-year term as Trustee) 

Alexander Sehdeva and his family started attending CUUC in the summer of 2014. 
Since then he has taught RE in the 4th–5th and 8th–9th grades including 8th–9th OWL 
(Our Whole Lives) and Coming of Age. His daughters have attended RE regularly since 
they were 5, and will be graduating elementary school in June. Alex, Laura, Claire, and 
Keira enjoy attending the monthly Family Journey Group and are looking forward to 
taking a more active role in the group next year as the inimitable Montrose family 
departs the group. Alex works as a computer programmer and market risk manager. In 
his spare time, he practices classical guitar and studies artificial intelligence. 

 

NICOLE TURYGIN (for a one-year term as Trustee) 

Nicole joined CUUC in April 2019, after several years of involvement in community 
projects at CUUC. She grew up in Florida and arrived at CUUC after living in several 
states including Washington, D.C., Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Nicole has a Ph.D. in clinical psychology and works as a psychologist. She loves yoga, 
travel, gardening, poetry, and languages (she speaks four!). Nicole says that CUUC is a 
community that supports her spiritual expression and her practice to live the first 
principle of the faith.   

 

KAREN DREHER (for a three-year term as Nominating Committee replacement) 

Karen Morrison Dreher arrived at CUUC with her husband and two daughters in September 
1992. Coming from different faiths, Karen and Ted were seeking a spiritual home for their 
family that embraced their shared values and also accepted their different religious 
backgrounds. They quickly knew they were in the right place. During the last 27 years, 
Karen has been very involved with many different aspects of life at CUUC. She has served 
on both the Personnel and Nominating Committees, spent many years as a “Matzah Mama” 
(the group of women who organized CUUC’s Passover Seder), and had the pleasure of 
interviewing and hiring Louise Jacono, one of our wonderful church administrators, who 
worked at CUUC for many years. Karen played many roles in RE: she served two three-
year terms as a member of the RE Council (at that time called the RE Board), chaired one 
year, and was a member of three different DRE search committees as well as the DRE 
Relations Committee for two different DREs. Karen also taught RE classes for about four 
years and was a Coming-of-Age Mentor one year. Karen led the process for the name 
change at CUUC (from Community Unitarian Church) and chaired the What’s In A Name 
committee. In recent years, Karen was a journey group leader and has just completed a 
three-year term on the Board of Trustees, including a year as vice chair. Professionally, 
Karen is a clinical social worker and works part-time as a bereavement counselor at 
Hospice of Westchester. She also has a private psychotherapy practice in Hartsdale.  

 

RANDOLPH MARSHALL (for a three-year term as Nominating Committee replacement) 

Randy Marshall is a longtime member of CUUC and has played many roles in the 
congregation including teaching in RE, member of the RE council, work on the 
Economics Social Action Team, Board Chair, and member (and Chair) of the Committee 
on Ministry. He is happy to take up a new role on the Nominating Committee. 


